1 Piano Key
Louis Ricardi in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Marjorie and Joseph Slappy in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Christopher and Nancy Spencer in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Barbara Sutherland in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Dr. William and Mildred Tietjen in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Debra Tregaskis in honor or Sommer Fulmer Bower
and in honor of all the ruling elders
Maurice and Carlotta Ungaro in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Virginia Watson in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Wes and Jean Wheeler in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Leigh Ann Worden in memory of Martha Ann Studstill

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

Thank you for your generous gifts
“Adoration of the Golden Calf” by Domenico Gargiulo (1609-1675)
17th Century Oil on Canvas
Located at the Hermitage Museum in Saint Petersburg, Russia
Public Domain
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Despite all the reminders that God, who had led them out of Egypt and out of their
oppression, was still with them, the people turned to Aaron while Moses was up the
mountain. They claimed they didn’t know what happened to Moses and were
impatient to know what gods to worship, so Aaron fashioned a golden calf out of
their gold and said, “Here are your gods who brought you out of Egypt!” He even
declared a festival to the Lord but used the image of the calf in place for God. God
tells Moses to get down the mountain, because these people have turned away from
God already. God decides that the people need to be destroyed. God tells Moses to
step out of the way, and God will make a new nation out of him, but Moses
intervenes. What will the Egyptians say about God, if God destroys the very people
brought out of Egypt? Moses reminds God of the promises made to their ancestors,
that their descendants would be as numerous as the stars. God then changes course
about destroying the people of Israel.

Praying on the Nines
As we come to prayer this week, may we remember the following
words from the Bible.

Our Prayer for the Week: October 2020
“Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer.’ Romans 12:11-12
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” Philippians 4:6
Loving creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is
impossible. Help us to become a community of believers who share each other’s joys
and burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list.
Comforting councilor, we also come to you with our cares and concerns...........
for our pastor and our new and returning elders as they seek your guidance in
making plans for the coming year for worship..............for fellowship..............for
mission...........for Campus Ministry...............for loving care for our church
family...........and for discerning what You are calling us, your church, to be and do in
the coming year............
for our community as we work together to support our schools - encouraging
school administrators, teachers, staff, parents and students to be flexible and creative
during this changing and unsettling time.............
and help us to provide moral and financial support to our neighbors in need through
Community Services Ministry and Harvest of Hope..............
for the future of our divided nation, be with each of us and guide us as we vote in the
coming election............
May our governments at all levels and in all places have the wisdom to act without
prejudice or bias to eliminate oppression in all its forms so that the blessings of liberty
may be secured for all persons everywhere.
for our world., that the nations of the world work together to solve the problems of
global warming, the pandemic and other natural disasters facing us all...........
All knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid.
We lift them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN”
If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact
Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

1 Piano Key
Kay Crawford, Mandy Ennis, Lanie Kent and Julie Schroeder
in memory of Carilu Harvey Kaylor
David Davis in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Tami and Ricky Duke in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Amanda and Temple Ennis in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Susan and Luke Flatt in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Billie and Jim Gatewood in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Schley and Karen Gatewood in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Ronnie Greer in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
W.S. Harris
Ben Haugabook in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Jim and Nancy Herron in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Kay Hipp in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Joe and Jarred Hooks in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Ruth Jones in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Elaine and Samuel Kent in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Bill and Meda Krenson in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Lilian Lopez in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Kitty and Wallace Mays in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Alan and Louise Mackey in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Chuck McCrary in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Nancy Miller in memory of Robert E. Miller
Dot and Wally Nall, Jr., Kathy and Mat Whatley and Wally Nall III in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Elisa Parker in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Joyce Perry in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Elizabeth Rand in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Charles and Dorothy Reeves in memory of Martha Ann Studstill

Sunday, October 18, 2020
11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship

First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Piano Gifts

Gathering Words
Come, you prophets, who have barely escaped with your lives.
Come, you priests, sent to do the will of the Vine Dresser.
Come, you zealots, adhering to the fine points of the law.
Come, you children of God, heirs and stone-throwers alike.
Come, and hear the Word opened up to you.
Kneel before the Cornerstone, the Redeemer, the Son,
and worship the Lord your God.

Have you been enjoying the lovely sounds of the new piano during worship services?
We are fortunate to have Camron Cummings who plays the piano so effortlessly.
If you are wondering how you can help out with the cost of the piano, the church
office is still accepting donations for a piano key ($150) in honor or memory of a
special person. Martha Ann Studstill’s daughters also requested that all donations in honor
of Martha Ann Studstill go towards the cost of the piano. What a wonderful way to help
spread love and light through our radio and Facebook Live broadcasts.

Thus far $4,450 has been raised for the piano

4 or more Piano keys
Tom and Emily Collins in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Blanche Palmer in memory of Gladys Greer
and in memory of Martha Ann Studstill

3 Piano Keys
Neal and Mary Talmadge Davis in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Fred and Cynthia Richmond in memory of Martha Ann Studstill

2 Piano Keys
Ray Tripp in honor of Donja H. Tripp
Donja and Ray Tripp in memory of Ellen Evans Crozier
Gloria Johnson in honor of Marcia Seymour
Tim and Cathy Reynolds in honor of Camron Cummings

1 Piano Key
Ann Allen in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Chip and Elizabeth Allen in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Bridges in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Chase in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Elizabeth Collins in memory of Martha Ann Studstill
Lisa and Rod Collins in memory of Martha Ann Studstill

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
We praise you, O God,
with words of thanksgiving in our mouths and in our hearts—
words which can never really do justice
to the depth of your care for us.
We rejoice in your blessings,
yet we so often fail to live up to them.
Like your people of old,
we often desire to fashion you in our image
or in ways that we can control.
Knowing these failings of ours as you do,
you still invite us to share your life of grace and abundant love
by being united with Jesus Christ through the power of your Spirit.
We do not deserve such gifts.
We can only receive them and respond
because Jesus intercedes for us in our weakness.
May this time of worship and our daily living
proclaim our thanksgiving for these undeserved and lavish gifts of grace.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #41 insert)..........................................................................
“O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!”

PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Tom and Sharon McFarland
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Lynne Repaskey and her family on the death of her son
Lynne is a life long friend of Cynthia Richmond
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
Carolyn is living with Parkinson's Disease and Maurice is undergoing
radiation treatment for cancer
- Please pray for those affected by Hurricane Laura and the west coast Wildfires
-Teachers and Students
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is
progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
-The Call to Worship was written by Moira Laidlaw, and posted on her “Liturgies Online” website.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International
Streaming License Number 20754605

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation
has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and
their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2020
Sharon Parks
Katie Minich
Karen Gatewood

Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson

OCTOBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Office Supply - Sharon Parks will be in the church office on October 16th, 20th,
21st, 22nd, 23rd while Marcia Seymour is on vacation.
- Music Supply - Walter Cornwell will be playing the piano/organ on Sunday,
October 25th for Camron Cummings.
- Presbytery Flint River Meeting on Sat, Oct.17th via Zoom. Pastor Sommer and
Sharon Parks virtually attending.
- Congregational Meeting for the Election of Elders = Sunday, October 18, 2020
after worship. Joy Thompson, Sharon Parks & Meda Krenson have been nominated
by the Nominating Committee.
- Session Meeting - Tuesday, October 27, 2020 @ 6:30pm
- CSM is hoping to re-open its doors on Thursday, Nov.5th @ 9am

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
You are constantly calling us to you, God, but our busy lives keep us from responding.
You remember every word we utter, every prayer we whisper, but we forget all the little
ways you care for us. You would make your gentleness known through us, but we lash
out in anger and fear towards others. We turn our backs to you and create disasters of
our own making, golden calves and pain that can be avoided. Forgive us, God of all
hope, and remember your Servant, Jesus Christ. In him, we can live in your way.
Through Jesus, we can learn the dreams you have for us. With Christ, we can be
reminded to worship you and only you.

HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #837 insert)........................................................................
“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Silencing the noise of chaos, God of wonder and might, remind us that we are created
in your image and that your plans for us are holy and filled with extravagant grace.
May our time with you this morning remind us of the promises you have made, and the
promises you continue to keep. As your servants, may we hear the words of scripture
and respond with faith.

c) Moses faced similar demands from the Israelites - Ex. 16 - why have you
brought us here to die, but instead of bowing to their anger and fears Moses
turns to God
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
1) Exodus 32:14 “Then the LORD changed his mind about the terrible things he
said he would do to his people.”
This is a remarkable sentence, one that could possibly make people
uncomfortable if given a chance to really ponder it.
2) What does it mean for God to “change his mind?” This seems to run contrary to
a classical understanding of the God that is all-knowing, all-powerful. How can an
all-knowing God change? Is it possible that even God doesn’t know the future? What kind of vast implications does that have for faith?
3) We are a “What have you done for me lately” people. God and Moses are out
of sight, then they must be out of mind as well. People cannot hold faith through
perceived abandonment. How quick are we to forget what God has done? How
quick are we to search for gods in times of trouble?
4) How do we lead? Are there times when appeasing the crowd is appropriate? Are there compromises that need to be made? Or are we too often like
Aaron, not standing firm when we need to, or like the preachers that Martin
Luther King wrote to from his Birmingham jail
5) What does it mean to follow a God whose mind can be changed? God is not an
unmoved mover- here God is moved by Moses, God’s mind is changed by Moses.
Is this another example of God being in relationship with creation and allowing
that relationship (as all authentic relationships will) to have a transformative effect
on Godself?

~Moses - The intervener
Reminds God that it was God that brought them out of Egypt.
1) Appeals to God’s reputation in the eyes of the Egyptians
2) Reminds God of the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Israel.
3) Moses ignores God’s command to “leave me alone,” but instead stands up
forcefully to God. (Parents, remember that time when your child convicted you of the
thing you told them not to do?)
“The God of Israel is revealed as one who is open to change. God will move
from decisions made, from courses charted, in view of the ongoing interaction
with those affected. God treats the relationship with the people with an
integrity that is responsive to what they do and say… This means that there is
genuine openness to the future on God’s part… It is this openness to change
the reveals what it is about God that is unchangeable: God’s steadfastness has
to do with God’s love… God will always act, even make changes, in order to be
true to [love].” (Fretheim, p. 287)
4) This is a very different Moses than the one who begged not to speak to Pharaoh.
He has grown in confidence and his relationship with God has grown more intimate.
With that intimacy, he is able to challenge God and remind God of God’s own
promises.
~AARON building the CALF versus MOSES building the ARK
1) Why is Aaron punished for building the Calf when Moses is exalted for building the
Ark (Exodus 25)?
a) Moses acts in full communion and discernment with God
b) Aaron acts out of fear and impatience over the perceived absence of
God- instead of waiting, Aaron takes matters into his own hands
“It is too easy for folks to assume their own expertise and to rush ahead
toward accomplishments, without waiting for God's guidance. It is too
easy for congregations and governments to act quickly upon a
promising idea without asking the hard questions about God's will for
the project. It is too easy for people to make the most important life
decisions—marriage, calling, career, family—without bringing God into
the conversation. It is sometimes too easy to be just like Aaron.”
David Bender, Feasting on the Word:
Year A, Volume 4: Season After Pentecost 2
(Proper 17-Reign of Christ).

SCRIPTURE
Exodus 32:1-14
1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the
people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, "Come, make gods for us, who shall
go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
we do not know what has become of him." 2 Aaron said to them, "Take off the gold
rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring
them to me." 3 So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought
them to Aaron. 4 He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an
image of a calf; and they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt!" 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and
Aaron made proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord."
6 They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of
well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.
7 The Lord said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside
from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a
calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, "These are your gods, O
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!' " 9 The Lord said to Moses, "I
have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, so that my
wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a
great nation." 11 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, "O Lord, why does
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say,
"It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and
to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce wrath; change
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people.
13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by
your own self, saying to them, "I will multiply your descendants like the stars of
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and
they shall inherit it forever.' " 14 And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster
that he planned to bring on his people.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE.......................“What do we do when the plan falls apart?”..............................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
May not only our gifts, but our lives, be the grace and hope which bring healing to the
broken, as well as food and nourishment to all who hunger and thirst for justice and
peace. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #838 insert)........................................................................
“Standing on the Promises”

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
All church members are invited to stay after worship for the
congregational meeting for the purpose of electing elders to serve on
session. Joy Thompson, Sharon Parks and Meda Krenson have been
nominated by the nominating committee.

c) “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.” - a
direct refutation of God’s proclamation last week at the beginning of the Decalogue
(Exodus 20)
d) Seems like Aaron wants to have his Calf and YHWH too - creating a seat for the gods
and an altar for YHWH - setting YHWH up as the head of the gods, but still in
direct contradiction to the first and second commandments
PERSPECTIVES on the STORY (Dr Amy Erickson on the Working Preacher blog)
~Aaron - The practical leader, willing to compromise
1) Left in charge, the people are longing for answers.
2) Aaron builds an altar in front of the golden calf, and declares that the festival
is in honor of Yahweh.
3) Fudges a little on the law, but tries to make it okay.
~God - The upset parent
How do different Bible translations translate the ancient Hebrew text?
1) v. 7 in NRSV (New Revised Standard Version Bible Translation) “The
Lord said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought
up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely”Acting perversely same assessment of people as just before the flood (Genesis 6:12)
2) v. 7 in CEB (Common English Bible Translation) “The Lord spoke to Moses:
“Hurry up and go down! Your people, whom you brought up out of the Land of
Egypt are ruining everything.”
Ruining everything - God had created order, and the people were
undoing that order. They were ruining the created order that God had
established
3) In both versions though, God says “the people you [Moses] brought out of
Egypt.” God has now disowned them. They are now Moses’ people. They are
Moses’ problem. It seems as if even God has forgotten the first commandment.

LITERARY CONTEXT
What is happening in the book of Exodus before and after Exodus 32?
a) Ten Commandments given to Moses in chapter 20 (last week)
b) Chapters 21-23 are other laws about social order
c) Chapter 24 Covenant of Sinai is sealed in blood and a meal with Moses, Aaron,
and 70 leaders. The leaders “looked at God, and they ate and drank.” God tells
Moses “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there. I’ll give you the stone
tablets with the instructions and commandments I’ve written in order to teach
them.”
d) Chapter 24:18 “Moses stayed on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.”
That’s a long time for Moses to be gone
e) Chapters 25-31 are extensive, detailed descriptions of the tabernacle, rituals,
offerings, and other priestly concerns.
f) Chapter 32:1 is a continuation of this thought “The people saw that Moses was
taking a long time to come down…”
This passage takes place with only Moses and God, with the people at the
bottom of the mountain. After Moses goes down and sees what God was telling
him, he gets mad and breaks the tablets. Argues with Aaron. Gathers Levites to
dole out punishment. Purges the unfaithful. Eventually a new set of tablets are
made.
THE CREATION OF THE GOLDEN CALF
a) The Israelites have gone back (or more likely, never fully abandoned) their
polytheistic ways- no longer “God”, but “gods”
b) Rings of Gold - would have been the riches they stole from Egypt in Exodus 11:2

The golden calf was NOT worshipped as a God, but rather as a dwelling place
for the gods- a divine seat “having precisely the same function as the cherubim
over the Ark”
(Alter, The Hebrew Bible, p. 339)- thus they have created an
anti-Tabernacle. Alter points out that the Golden Calves and Bulls were used
by the northern Kingdom of Israel in their temples at Dan and Bethel
competing with the tabernacle in Jerusalem. These were designed not as
polytheistic or paganistic thrones but as thrones for YHWH

Kid’s Corner Bible Study on the Golden Calf

Golden Calf Bible Study
Exodus 32: 1-14

Adapted from a children’s program by Carolyn C. Brown

Exodus 32:1-14: Children today find it hard to believe that anyone would make and
seriously worship a golden calf. If they are told that many people in those days
worshiped statutes of animals, older children try to understand that such actions
made sense to people then, and they try to accept the story as a true account of how
God's people broke the first two Commandments immediately after agreeing to them.
They strongly empathize with God's outrage.
Many adults are offended by God's change of mind. But children, especially those who
grow up hearing about the loving God who is always ready to forgive, are confused
and offended by Moses' need to talk God out of destroying the calf-worshiping
betrayers. It helps to compare God's reaction to our furious urge to hit a best friend
who has done something very mean to us. God's problem, and ours, is that we love so
much that we are hurt when those we love do not live up to our expectations. The
good news of this passage, and the rest of the biblical story, is that God, who loves us
so much, will not strike back when hurt by us.
Often when children get into trouble, their excuse is, "I forgot . . . what I was
supposed to do, or what the rules were, or who I am." They get so caught up in trying
something interesting or in doing what the other kids are doing that they "forget" it is
wrong. That was the problem for the calf worshipers. They had forgotten that they
were not like their animal-worshiping neighbors. They were the people of the God
who had led them out of slavery in Egypt and across the wilderness to a promised
home. Thus, one challenge of the text is to remember who we are, so that we will not
be led into trouble.

Image Source: Pixabay

INITIAL THOUGHTS
1) This is the basis of many a sit-com. Parents go out of town, leave oldest I
charge. A few people come over, and all of the sudden things are out of control.
Parents come home, and they are ANGRY. So they decide to kill everyone at the party,
and start over with new kids.
2) Recently we were given the Law (10 Commandments), the cornerstone of the
relationship between God and Israel. “I am the LORD your God who brought you out
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You must have no other gods before me. Do not
make an idol for yourself… Do not bow down to them or worship them.” (Exodus 20:4)
3) Here the people say, “Come on! Make us gods who can lead us… Then he made a
metal image of a bull calf, and the people declared, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 32:1-4)
-If Exodus is the creation story of Israel, passing through the Sea is the
birth. The Golden Calf is the fall.
“It is Genesis 3 all over again. The garden scene becomes a tangled
mess. Harmony turns to dissonance, rest to disturbance, preparedness
to confusion, and the future with God becomes a highly uncertain
matter” (Terrence Fretheim, Interpretation: Exodus, p. 279).

