
WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,  

we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…           
~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),  

~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),  

~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),  
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).   

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Painting “Moses viewing the Promised Land” 
Artist Fredrick Edwin Church (1826-1900) 

This oil landscape was created in 1846 
Public Domain: Wikimedia  

 

 We have been following the ancestors of our faith, through the family and  
descendants of Abraham and Sarah to their time in Egypt, the Exodus, and 

emergence in the wilderness as a new people of God. As we near the end of this 
season in a few weeks, the readings turn toward reminders to the people that 

they are the ones to carry on the legacy, the relationship with God.  
In Deuteronomy 34:1-12, God reminded Moses of all the  

promises made to his ancestors and to the people before him, and then  
Moses died. The people remembered and wept for Moses, for there had been no 
other prophet like him, no one else who knew God face to face. Joshua would 

now lead the people into the land promised them, for Joshua had been anointed 
by Moses and was full of God’s wisdom. The people gave thanks for Moses, as 

they prepared to enter the land of their future hope.  

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


Praying on the Nines - beginning November 1, 2020 
 

“ ‘ Trust in God at all times, O people; pour out your heart before God, for God is a  
refuge for us.’ Psalm 62, verse 8.  

 

‘Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

I am there among them.’ Matthew 18: 19-20 
 

Loving Creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is 
impossible. Help us to become a community of believers who share each other’s joys 
and burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list. 
 
 

Comforting Councilor, we also come to you with our cares and concerns........... 
 
 

for our pastor and our new and returning elders as they seek your guidance in making 
plans for the coming year for worship..............for fellowship..............for  
mission...........for Campus Ministry...............for loving care for our church  
family...........and for discerning what You are calling us, Your church, to be and do in 
the coming year............ 
 
 

for our community as we work together to support our schools - encouraging 
school  administrators, teachers, staff, parents and students to be flexible and creative 
during this  changing and unsettling time............. 
and help us to provide moral and financial support to our neighbors in need through 
Community Services Ministry and Harvest of Hope.............. 
 
 

for the future of our divided nation, be with each of us and guide us as we vote in the 
coming election............and in the days after the election............... 
May our governments at all levels and in all places have the wisdom to act without 
prejudice or bias to eliminate oppression in all its forms so that the blessings of liberty 
may be secured for all persons everywhere. 
 
 

for our world, that the nations of the world will work together to solve the problems 
of global warming, the pandemic and other natural disasters facing us all........... 
 
 

All Knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. 
We lift them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN” 
 
 

If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers,  
contact Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org). 

  

PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     
Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       

Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 
David and Donna Minich 

Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad and Alice 
Jaimie Minich; Jonah 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
~Thank you for praying for Tom Collins as he and Emily went to Emory on Tuesday, October 

27th to discuss medial options for Tom's trigenimal neuralgia.  His next doctors appointment 
is on November 14th, for an MRA brain and head scan.   

- Cynthia Vance Tigus, friend of B. J. Bryan 
- Lynne Repaskey and her family on the death of her son 

Lynne is a life long friend of Cynthia Richmond 
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks 

dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments 
- Please pray for those affected by natural Hurricanes, Wildfires and the Coronavirus 

-Teachers and Students 
 - Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with 

 peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is 

progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family 
 - Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

-Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International  

Streaming License Number 20754605 
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CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 

The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation 

has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and 

their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church 
401 South Hutchinson Avenue 

Adel, Georgia 31620 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2020                  Class of 2021                   Class of 2022        Class of 2023 
Sharon Parks                   Russ Childers                   Jim Buffaloe        Meda Krenson 
Katie Minich                    Emily Collins                    Cynthia Richmond        Sharon Parks 
Karen Gatewood            Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)   Earl Williams        Joy Thompson
  

2020 Corporation Officers 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ: Russ Childers - ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ: Emily Collins  
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ: Darryl Hawkins - ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ: Bill Krenson 

 

NOVEMBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR 
- Sunday, November 1 - Daylight Savings Time  
- Tuesday, November 3  - General Election Day  

- Thursday, November 5 - 9 am  - CSM is hoping to re-open its doors  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://clipart-library.com/saints-day-cliparts.html 

Sunday, November 1, 2020  
 11:00 a.m. - All Saints Sunday Worship  

 
 

Gathering Words 
Listen! God is calling your name. God knows the hairs on your head. God knows your 
heart. Listen! Hear the Good News: God’s love endures forever. There is nothing you 

can do to separate you from God’s love. There is nowhere you can go where God cannot 
find you! Listen! Turn back to God, and know God’s love has always been with you, is 

with you now, and will lead you home. Amen & Amen. 
 
 

PRELUDE                              Special Music: (Guitarist) Jon Smith  
                    and (Vocalist) Rachel Lairsey    
 
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     
 

God of our ancestors made a promise, long ago; 
   GodΩs steadfast love endures forever. 
God is made known to us through Christ Jesus our Lord, 
    GodΩs steadfast love endures forever. 
God continues to be revealed through the Holy Spirit, 
    GodΩs steadfast love endures forever. 
Come! May we worship God, who was, and who is, and who is to come,  
    The Almighty, whose love endures forever. 
 
 
 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC................................................................................................................... 
(Guitarist) Jon Smith and (Vocalist) Rachel Lairsey    

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION      
Alpha and Omega, beginning and ending of all creation, in your word we are unbound 

from death, and brought out into eternal life in you. Amen.  
 
 

SCRIPTURE               Deuteronomy 34: 1-12  
  
Then Moses hiked up from the Moabite plains to Mount Nebo, the peak of the  
Pisgah slope, which faces Jericho. The Lord showed him the whole land: the Gilead 
region as far as Dan’s territory; 2 all the parts belonging to Naphtali along with the 
land of Ephraim and Manasseh, as well as the entirety of Judah as far as the  
Mediterranean Sea; 3 also the arid southern plain, and the plain—including the  
Jericho Valley, Palm City—as far as Zoar. 
 

4 Then the Lord said to Moses: “This is the land that I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob when I promised: ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have shown it to you with 
your own eyes; however, you will not cross over into it.” 
 

5 Then Moses, the Lord’s servant, died—right there in the land of Moab, according to 
the Lord’s command. 6 The Lord buried him in a valley in Moabite country across 
from Beth-peor. Even now, no one knows where Moses’ grave is. 
7 Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eyesight wasn’t impaired, and his vigor 
hadn’t diminished a bit. 
 

8 Back down in the Moabite plains, the Israelites mourned Moses’ death for thirty 
days. At that point, the time for weeping and for mourning Moses was over. 
 

9 Joshua, Nun’s son, was filled with wisdom because Moses had placed his hands on 
him. So the Israelites listened to Joshua, and they did exactly what 
the Lord commanded Moses. 
 

10 No prophet like Moses has yet emerged in Israel; Moses knew the Lord  
face-to-face! 11 That’s not even to mention all those signs and wonders that 
the Lord sent Moses to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh, to all his servants, and to his  
entire land— 12 as well as all the extraordinary power that Moses displayed before 
Israel’s own eyes! 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

  

 7) Video ~ check out www.bimbam.com to see the video “Or does it?”: 
Jewish commentary on G-dcast Videos from BimBam 
https://www.bimbam.com/vezot-habracha/ 
 

In Parshat Vezot Habracha, it’s the end. Only….not. 
Check out the video as bestselling young adult author David talks about Moses’s 
(Moshe’s) death and the final words in the Torah. It’s a beautiful ending. 
Sermon ~ “I’ve been to the mountaintop” by Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkivebeentothemountaintop.htm 
 

8) Moses’ Death 
a) Death is part of life- even for Moses 
b) Begins with creation, doesn’t end with destruction- but promise 
c) This is not really the end- we know what will happen 
d) Gertrude Baines 1894-2015 – daughter of slaves, lived to age 115, being  
interviewed about her life discussed the wide scope of her experiences.  
Discussed being given the right to vote and later voting for a black man for 

 president said, “you don’t need to be a prophet to see a lot in 120 years and 
 you don’t need to be Moses to have an ending worthy of a life.” 

 

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS 
1) Did Moses succeed or fail? Moses brought the people out of Egypt but did not 
make it to the promised land- he “moved the football” but didn’t make the  
touchdown. Many would consider this a failure, but God and scripture does not. Is 
success the destination or the transformation along the way?  
2) Can we see the vision, the mission or the “Promised Land” beyond our own  
tenure? Have we as a church “seen the promised land”, but perhaps may not make 
it there?  
3) How do we see All Saints’ Day as not simply celebrating the past, but a pathway 
forward? 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bimbam.com/
https://www.bimbam.com/vezot-habracha/


 4) Moses is not allowed to enter the promised land 
a) Moses begs God to allow him to enter- so much so that God finally tells  
Moses to knock it off-  “Enough! Speak no more to me about this 
matter!” (Deuteronomy 3:26) 

 

5) Moses is not allowed to enter due to the sin of the people 
a) Deuteronomy 1 - the litany of distrust and complaints made by the Israelites 

            V. 26, “you rebelled; v. 27 “You grumbled”, v. 32 “you have not trust in the 
 LORD” 

b) 1:37 - “Even with me the Lord was angry on your account, saying, "You also 
shall not enter there.” 
c) How often do we want to set ourselves apart from a sinful community and 
ignore our complicity? acknowledging our own sins?  
 

6) Mourning of Israel 
a) Instead of plunging into the Promised Land- they take 30 days of mourning 
and lamentation. 
b) Are we willing to make time for lament? When was the last time we  
lamented as a country? (9/11)? 
c) Israel doesn’t just lament….they lament for 30 days. That is a long time! And 
they do it together as a community. Do we allow ourselves that much time to 
grieve/lament?  
The lost gift of lamentation 
 

 7) The story ends incomplete 
a) So unsatisfactory! 

-Harry Potter hasn’t graduated 
-The Ring of power hasn’t been destroyed 
-Jim and Pam never get married 
-The Empire doesn’t fall 
 

b) Perhaps this is the point- the transformative journey to being the people of 
God 
 How do the people define themselves now?  

-Not slaves in Egypt 
-Not wanderers in the desert 
-Not the followers of Moses 
-Followers of God- following where God has led them 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MESSAGE................................“An Ending Worthy of a Life“.............................................. 

 Pastor Sommer Bower 
 
 

OFFERTORY 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Lord, you have given to us so much. Help these gifts be used for ministries of hope and 
healing throughout your world. We pray especially today for ministries that have been 
affected by the pandemic…ministries that have seen a reduction in funds, volunteers  
or energy. May each and every one be reenergized in new and creative ways that 
 reflect a new beginning as Christ’s servants. We thank you, Lord, for all that has 

 been given to us. Amen.  
 

COMMUNION 
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith.  

The communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. 
 You are invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will 
bring elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to  
participate in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and  
thanksgiving to God for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the  

living presence of Jesus, crucified and risen.  
 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC................................................................................................................... 
(Guitarist) Jon Smith and (Vocalist) Rachel Lairsey    

 

 
 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…........................................................................... 
 

 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  

And also with you! 
 



Kidõs Corner 
Moses in Deuteronomy 34: 1-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moses striking the rock at Horeb for the Israelites to have fresh wa-
ter! Moses, through the power of God, did incredible things in his life!  

 

This engraving was created in 1865 by Gustave Doré from  
"La Sainte Bible." United States Public Domain  

  
The account of Moses' death and the passing of leadership to Joshua invites children 
to review the life of Moses. They will, however, need help, even if worship has been 

focused on the Exodus events for the past weeks. Once they remember how much of 
Moses' life was devoted to taking the Hebrew slaves to the Promised Land, many will 
object to the fact that Moses never entered the land. Some will protest that God was 

not fair to Moses. Older children can appreciate the way God provided continuous 
leadership—first Moses, then Joshua. 

  

BIBLE STUDY 
Deuteronomy 34: 1-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The artist is unknown, but this piece of art depicts Moses’ death  
and was created to be in a History book in 1314 A.D.  

Published in Tabriz, Iran the history book is called “Compendium of Chronicles.”  
The artist used watercolor on paper mixed with gold and silver.  

 
 

1) The end of the Torah- these 12 verses compose the whole chapter  
a) Moses is 120 
b) Talks with all the 12 Tribes 
c) Reminds them of their past and the promise of the future 

 

2) God’s promise 
a) God reiterates God’s promise to Abraham  
(one which Moses has had to remind God about in the past) 
b) Presumable God will not need Moses to remind God of God’s promises in 

 the future 
c) The boundaries of the divine promise have been changed  
(Gen. 15:8- the Nile to the Euphrates, Deut. 34:1-3 - Gilead region as far as 
Dan’s territory, Judah, the Southern Plain, Jericho Valley and Manasseh and 
Ephraim.)- much of modern day Israel-Palestine West of the Jordan River 
 

3) Sight - what Moses can see 
-V. 1 “the Lord showed” 
-V. 4 ”shown it to you with your own eyes” 
-V. 7 “his eyesight wasn’t impaired” 
-V. 12 “before Israel’s own eyes” 

What is God showing us? God is revealing the future to us and to the 
 community let those with eyes see -  cf. Jeremiah 5:21; Isaiah 6:10; 
 Matthew 13:15-16; Mark 8:18 

  


