WAYS TO WORSHIP:
IN-PERSON WORSHIP

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,
we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…
~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),
~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),
~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).

RADIO

Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK

You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE

If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

image: "The Ark Passes Over the Jordan"
By James Jacques Joseph Tissot (1836 - 1902) (wikimedia)

Harkening back to the story of Moses and the people leaving
Egypt for the wilderness and crossing through the Red Sea, a
generation later the people, led by Joshua, crossed the River
Jordan into the land promised them. God told Joshua to tell the
priests who carried the ark to stand in the middle of the river, and
as they did, the waters held off in a heap while the Israelites
passed through on dry ground.

Praying on the Nines - beginning November 8, 2020

PRAYER LIST

“Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:4-5
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” Philippians 4:6

Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

Loving Creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing
is impossible. Help us to become a community of believers who share each other’s
joys and burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list.
Comforting Councilor, we also come to you with our cares and concerns...........
for our church as we seek your guidance in discerning what You are calling us,
Your church, to be and do in the coming year............
for our community as we work together creatively in support of our schools administrators, teachers, staff, parents and students.............
our businesses and their employees............
our neighbors ................
helping our community to stay healthy physically, financially, and spiritually by doing
simple things, like wearing masks, practicing social distancing, and not gathering inside
in large groups, in order to help contain and overcome the next phase of this
pandemic..........
while encouraging the safe reopening of businesses and service organizations such as
the Community Services Ministry and Harvest of Hope.............
for the future of our nation, guide us to resolve our differences peacefully...............
and may our governments at all levels and in all places have the wisdom to act
without prejudice or bias to eliminate oppression in all its forms so that the blessings
of liberty and justice may be secured for all persons everywhere.
for our world, that all nations will work together to solve the problems of global
warming, the Coronavirus and future pandemics, and other natural disasters facing us
all...........
All Knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid.
We lift them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN
If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact
Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Kathy Newkirk
Blanche Palmer
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
~Thank you for praying for Tom Collins as he and Emily went to Emory on Tuesday, October
27th to discuss medial options for Tom's trigenimal neuralgia. His next doctors appointment
is on November 14th, for an MRA brain and head scan.
- Cynthia Vance Tigus, friend of B. J. Bryan
- Lynne Repaskey and her family on the death of her son
Lynne is a life long friend of Cynthia Richmond
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Please pray for those affected by natural Hurricanes, Wildfires and the Coronavirus
-Teachers and Students
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is
progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
-Prayers of the People created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International
Streaming License Number 20754605

Sunday, November 8, 2020
11:00 a.m. -Sunday Worship

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation
has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and
their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2020
Class of 2021
Sharon Parks
Russ Childers
Katie Minich
Emily Collins
Karen Gatewood
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson
NOVEMBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Sunday, November 1 - Daylight Savings Time
- Tuesday, November 3 - General Election Day
- Thursday, November 5 - 9 am - CSM re-opened its doors
- Thursday, November 26 - Thanksgiving Day

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

Gathering Words
Wisdom continues to call to us, to lead us back to God. Listen to the voice of wisdom
from our ancestors in the faith. Understand the ways of the saints who lived their
lives as examples for us. Follow Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life, and
know that you are forgiven, loved, and restored. Continue to seek God’s ways. Incline
your heart to wisdom and justice, and live into God’s righteousness and peace. Amen.
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Special Music Guest: Walter Cornwell
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
God was with the people of Israel when they left Egypt.
God is with us now.
God gave the people hope as they traveled through the desert.
God gives us the courage to step out in faith.
God is with us wherever we go.
Come, let us worship the Lord.
HYMN (Glory to God #463, insert).....................................................................................
“How Firm a Foundation”

KID’S CORNER
Joshua 3:7-17
If you worshipped around the story of the Israelites fleeing Egypt and crossing the
Red sea, even children will recognize the parallels between the crossings. In both,
God's people are crossing a border on their trip to the Promised Land. In both, God
opened a path through a water barrier so that they could pass. At the Red Sea,
Moses was the leader. At the Jordan River, Moses' successor Joshua was in charge.
By opening the sea, God proved to the people that it was God's power, and not their
own, that made their escape from Egypt possible.
At the Jordan River, God reminded the people that God was with them as they
claimed the Promised Land. Children are not ready to deal with the possibility of
archetypal stories. For them, these are simply two very similar incidents. Rather than
raise the issues behind the comparisons, it is advisable to preach on the crossing of
either the sea or the river, but not both in such close proximity.

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
1) This story is an important transition, one that is full of hope and dread. There is
so much hope and good news in the fact that the Lord has led the people out of
slavery. The period of wandering is over. The Lord stopped the waters (again) so
that the people could pass over on dry ground (again). This ritual is an act of
remembrance and renewal. The crossing over on dry land is a reminder that this
is how the journey began. The crossing of the Sea of Reeds (or Red Sea) was the
initial saving act for the people, and this is the fulfillment of the
promise. It is also an act fraught with trouble, as they are crossing over into a
land that is already occupied. War is coming. This cannot be ignored.
2) Walter Brueggemann in a recent Pulpit Fiction interview: “God is recovering
from violence.” God used violence in the occupation of the land - this cannot be
avoided - but God recovers from the use of violence over the course of the
Biblical story. This idea of God changing, growing, and adapting, is a troubling
idea for some. Blasphemy for some, but a faithful reading of the text reveals that
God, and especially the way in which God reveals God’s power, changes. If we
are to be faithful to the text, we cannot ignore the conquest is a part of this
story.
Also be mindful of the laws that were already put forth in the Torah about
how to treat the alien and the immigrant. Always, God reminds the people to
treat them with justice because “you were once immigrants.” The story of
the people coming into an occupied land remained an important part of the
story of the people - and should remain so today.

PRAYER’S OF THE PEOPLE
Holy One, there is a time for every season, and every purpose under heaven. You
brought forth humanity from the earth, and You return us to the earth. We are
fearfully and wonderfully made, and our days on this earth are short, though You are
eternal. May we make each moment count. May we spend our time wisely with those
we love, and honor their memories when they are gone. We give thanks for the saints
in our lives, the ones we have known, the ancestors that have come before us and the
ones who have inspired us. May we live our lives into the best of their ways. May we
continue to learn from them. May we continue to shape the world into Your reign, on
earth as it is in heaven, to leave it a little better than we found it. Amen and Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God #49, insert).....................................................................................
“The God of Abraham Praise”
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God, companion and guide, we would be lost without your direction—wanderers
in wildernesses of our own making. We praise you for dealing so graciously with your
people in the past, when you guided them to freedom and a promised new life. We are
heirs of that promise fulfilled in Jesus, our Redeemer and Lord. Through him, you have
established for us a permanent direction for our lives. In our scripture reading today,
may we be redirected towards you and our calling as believers. Amen.

SCRIPTURE
Joshua 3: 7-17
7 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you great in the opinion of all
Israel. Then they will know that I will be with you in the same way that I was with
Moses. 8 You are to command the priests who carry the covenant chest, ‘As soon as
you come to the bank of the Jordan, stand still in the Jordan.’”
9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come close. Listen to the words of the Lord your
God.” 10 Then Joshua said, “This is how you will know that the living God is among
you and will completely remove the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites,
Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites before you. 11 Look! The covenant chest of the
ruler of the entire earth is going to cross over in front of you in the Jordan. 12 Now
pick twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one per tribe. 13 The soles of the priests’
feet, who are carrying the chest of the Lord, ruler of the whole earth, will come to
rest in the water of the Jordan. At that moment, the water of the Jordan will be cut
off. The water flowing downstream will stand still in a single heap.”
14 The people marched out from their tents to cross over the Jordan. The priests
carrying the covenant chest were in front of the people. 15 When the priests who
were carrying the chest came to the Jordan, their feet touched the edge of the water.
The Jordan had overflowed its banks completely, the way it does during the entire
harvest season. 16 But at that moment the water of the Jordan coming downstream
stood still. It rose up as a single heap very far off, just below Adam, which is the city
next to Zarethan. The water going down to the desert sea (that is, the Dead Sea) was
cut off completely. The people crossed opposite Jericho. 17 So the priests carrying
the Lord’s covenant chest stood firmly on dry land in the middle of the Jordan.
Meanwhile, all Israel crossed over on dry land, until the entire nation finished
crossing over the Jordan.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

BIBLE STUDY
A) Literary Context
1) At the end of the Torah, there are two problems. There is a great nation, but
they are not in the land. It ends just on the other side of the Jordan.
There are people already there.
2) Joshua 1-2 includes Joshua taking control as leader, as ordained by God, and
preparations for the invasion, including sending spies into Jericho, the first great
city across the river.
3) In 3:1-6, there is instruction for the priests to carry the ark of the covenant
before the people, and a warning to the people to stay away. The people also
leave Shittim and go to the banks of the river in preparation. “Though the
lectionary begins with verse 7, the first six verses provide a geographical and
theological setting. Joshua and the people leave Shittim and camp at the Jordan
River, before they cross over. Geographically, Shittim is only about six miles
away from the river, if Abel Shittim is the site. But theologically, there is a more
dramatic distance between the two. Shittim is where the Israelites were in
Numbers 25, when so many of them worshiped the foreign god Baal of Peor. At
the end of the book of Joshua, the people will make a covenant to only worship
the Lord, and leaving Shittim is a start.” (Sara Koenig, Working Preacher)
B) Joshua’s leadership unquestioned.
1) There is danger in the power vacuum of Moses’s death.
2) God is going to “exalt [Joshua] in the sight of all Israel, so they may know that I
will be with you as I was with Moses.”
C) Crossing over
1) The ark of the covenant - the singular presence of God - leads the way.
2) Carried by one representative from each of the 12 tribes. And the priests are
leading the way. Both the priests and the people are a part of this crossing over.
There is a need for the priestly leadership, but all the people are represented as
well. In ch. 4, there are 12 stones placed so that they can be a permanent
reminder.
It is pointed out that the river was particularly high.
3) The priests bearing the ark go first, but “the priests who bore the ark of the
covenant of the LORD stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the
entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan.” v. 17.
4) The ark leads the way, but the people pass by the ark as well.

BIBLE STUDY ON THE ISRAELITES CROSSING THE JORDAN RIVER
WITH JOSHUA AND THE ARK

“Crossing the Jordan River with the Ark” by Raphael
Completed on January 7, 1500
Located at “Old Sacristy, Church of St Mary the Gracious” in Milan, Italy.

INITIAL THOUGHTS
Joshua 3: 7-17
1) Joshua 3-4 has puzzled interpreters for generations. The crossing of the Jordan
happens at least twice.
2) This is an incredibly important event, “The act of crossing brings Israel from promise
to fulfillment and changes Israel from a wandering people to a landed nation.” (Wesley
Study Bible, notes on Joshua 3:1-4:24 p. 266).
3) John Beck’s article in the Quarterly Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society
“Our conclusion is that the repetition of the word "Jordan" is designed to
simulate a portion of the actual event for the reader. Just as the Israelites were
brought to the edge of the Jordan River and remained there for three days (Josh
3:2), so the reader is required to linger beside the Jordan River via this literary
convention. By creating this parallel experience of lingering by the river, the
original event and narrated event can lead to the same outcome—a greater
respect for Joshua as general and a deeper respect for the Lord their God.”

MESSAGE...........................“The Difference Six Miles can Make”.......................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #375 insert)........................................................................
“Shall We Gather at the River”

*BENEDICTION
Go now, in the freedom of the gospel of Christ.
Encourage one another to lead lives worthy of God
and walk together in service and humility.
Let your words and your lives be one in Christ.
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............Special Music Guest: Walter Cornwell
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

“Joshua passing the River Jordan with the Ark of the Covenant”
created in 1800 by Benjamin West (1738-1820)
Intended as a gift to King George III, but sold by the artist’s sons after his death to a
private collector. Currently in the Art Gallery of New South Wales

