
 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     
Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       

Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 
Richard Pollette 

Tim and Cathy Reynolds 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Pat Hill’s son, Gary, passed away last week in West Palm Beach, FL of pneumonia 

Pat Hill, Magnolia Manor, Garden Apartments, 2001 South Lee Street, Americus, GA 
(229) 924-0115  

-Tim Reynolds is in the hospital in Crisp County Hospital with pneumonia 
Tim and Cathy Reynolds, 113 Hurt Drive, Cordele, GA 31015 

 (229) 942-8199 (Cathy's cell) 

- Jasmine Lowery, (Marcia Seymour’s daughter) has Covid-19 and is quarantined  
 at home and recovering in Kansas City, MO 

- Marilyn McClelland, the organist at First Presbyterian, Albany, is in the hospital at Phoebe 
Putney Memorial Hospital with Covid-19 

-  Zymarion Hudson, a student of Cynthia Richmond's from Crisp County Middle School. He 
has a bone tumor in his arm and has gone to Emory Hospital for evaluation and  

recommendation for treatment 
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks 

dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments 
 - Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with 

 peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is 

progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family 
 - Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

-Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we near the end of the season after Pentecost, we have followed our ancestors 
 in the faith from the family of Abraham and Sarah to the fourth generation, and 

then the people of Israel from Egypt to the Promised Land. In Judges 4:1-7,  
the people are faced oppression by King Jabin of Canaan. The narrator/editor of 

Judges determined this happened because the people did what was evil in the sight  
of the Lord (vs. 1) and did not choose as Joshua had called them to do in previous 
 generations. However, Deborah, a prophetess and the judge of Israel, spoke to the 

commander of her army, Barak, that God would draw out the commander of Jabin’s 
army, Sisera, and deliver them into Barak’s hand. Even though the people may have 

turned from God, God has not turned from them, and still called  
prophets and leaders to guide them.  

  



Praying on the Nines  - beginning November 22, 2020 
As we come to prayer this week, may we remember the following  

words from the Bible. “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving  
let your requests be made known to God.” Philippians 4:6 

 

Loving Creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is  
impossible. Help us to become a community of believers who share each other’s joys and  
burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list. 
 

Comforting Councilor, we come to you with thankful hearts during this special week of  
Thanksgiving. We are grateful that Coronavirus vaccines may be approved as safe to use in the 
next several months. Still, we come to you with our joys, concerns and hopes........... 
 

for our church.  Thank you God for this church which has been home to a loving congregation for 
178 years. May we continue to love and support each through the end of this pandemic and into 
the future, prayerfully seeking your guidance............. 
 

for our community. Thank you God for this community. For it’s businesses, schools and most of all our 
neighbors. Though struggling economically, suffering loneliness and loss, may we continue to wear 
masks, practice social distancing and refrain from gathering indoors, in large  groups, in order to keep 
each other safe so we can all enjoy the bright future ahead of us when this pandemic is behind 
us.............. 

Help us to continue to help each other, through prayer and support of our businesses and organizations 
such as Community Services Ministry, Sumter Faith Clinic and Harvest of Hope.............  
 

for the future of our nation. Thank you God that we live in a country where we can all have a say 
in how our country is run. For the opportunity to vote safely and peacefully in the  
run-off election on January 5, 2021, or early voting beginning December 14, 2020................. 
 

We pray that the presidential transition period will begin soon...............and that our elected  
officials will work together tirelessly to repair the damage done to our citizens physically,  
emotionally and financially by the Coronavirus.......... the wildfires.......... the continuing  
hurricanes, storms and flooding...........and may our governments at all levels and in all places act 
without prejudice or bias to eliminate oppression in all its forms so that the blessings of liberty and 
justice may be secured for all persons everywhere.............. 
 

for our world. Thank you God for the beauty and majesty of the universe. We pray that all  
nations will work together to eliminate the Coronavirus, expand space exploration, solve the  
problems of global warming, and work to restore and preserve your creation........... 
 

All Knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. We lift 
them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN” 
 

If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact  
Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org). 

   

 

 

 

 

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 

The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation 

has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and 

their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church 
401 South Hutchinson Avenue 

Adel, Georgia 31620 
 
 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2021                                    Class of 2022  Class of  2023 
Russ Childers                                    Jim Buffaloe  Meda Krenson 
Emily Collins                                     Cynthia Richmond  Sharon Parks 
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams  Joy Thompson 
 

2020 Corporation Officers 
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins  

Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson 
 

NOVEMBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

- Sunday, November 1st - Daylight Savings Time  
- Tuesday, November 3rd  - General Election Day  

- Thursday, November 5th - 9 am  - CSM opened its doors on Thursday, November    
5th and we praise God for the successful reopening! Spread the good news! CSM 
will now be open every Thursday from 9am till 11:30 am.   

 

- Wednesday, November 11th - 10 am - Elder Training with Pastor Sommer for the      
incoming elders, Sharon Parks, Meda Krenson and Joy Thompson.  

 

- Sunday, November 15th immediately after worship - Session Meeting for the  
  purpose of examining incoming elders for the class of 2023.   
 

- Thursday, November 26th is Thanksgiving Day - CSM will be closed on Thanksgiving    
and the church office will be closed Thursday, Nov.26th & Friday, Nov.27th.   
 

- Sunday, November 29th is the First Sunday in Advent 
 

mailto:sommer@americuspresbyterian.org


T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 A lot of different paths - God in the unexpected (Jael), Faithful leadership, God 

working through women, calling leaders, being faithful to God, God ’s  
       faithfulness outlasts God’s judgement (see Judges 6:13) 
 

 Even after twelve times that the Israelites fail their duty to be faithful, God  
listens to their cry- raises a leader to call them back to faithfulness and delivers            
them. How often do we lose patience with one another, while “the steadfast 
love of God endures forever”? 

 The bad things that happen to the Israelites are a direct consequence of their 
unfaithfulness. Judges presents a balance of judgments/consequence and 
grace/deliverance/forgiveness how do we live out that balance in our lives? Our 
churches? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International  
Streaming License Number 20754605 

Sunday, November 22, 2020  
 11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship  

 
 
 
 

Gathering Prayer 
O Lord, we gratefully acknowledge the gifts you have given to each of us for service in 

your world. Gifts of teaching, healing, inspiring, challenging and creating are all 

among the myriad of things you have placed in our lives. Direct our lives to use these 

gifts as we reach out to our neighborhood and nation, witnessing to your love and  

your healing mercy. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Isaiah 6:1-8)                                                                   
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God of hosts, 
     The whole earth is full of God’s glory. 
Woe, we cry out, for we are not worthy, 
     We are people of unclean lips. 
Yet God holds the coal to our lips, 
     God makes us worthy to speak. 
When God asks, “Whom shall I send?” 
     We say, “Send us, for we will go in Your name.” 
Send us, O God, to speak Your truth, 
     Send us, to live into Your ways. 

  

 

HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #1 insert).......................................................................... 
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” 

 

 
 
 
 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 Pattern of Judges (see Judges 3:7-11 for the Cliff Notes) 

  Israelites do evil 
  God allows them to be conquered 

  Israelites cry out to God 
  God hears and raises up a leader “spirit of the Lord is upon [them]” 

  Leader relies on God and defeats the enemy 
  Peace comes 

  repeat… 
 Leadership 

 God raises up individuals - from the least and the weakest (Gideon) to the 
mighty and strong (Samson), from wise women (Deborah) to sneaky men 
(Ehud) 

 Leaders are not called eternally but to address a concern at a certain  time    
and place 

  Leaders are marked by their faithfulness and trust in God  
 Deborah 

  Prophet (faithful follower of Yahweh who calls Israelites back to right  
     relationship) 
 Wife of Lappidoth (may be mistranslated, could also be of Lappidoth which    

means fiery or torch basically meaning a “fiery woman” 
  Judging Israel….what does this mean? Most likely people came to   her to  
     resolve disputes 
  Recognizing the gifts in others 
 Barak recognizing he needed Deborah 
 Deborah recognizing she needs Jael 
 Sisera underestimates the power of Jael to his own demise  
“Her superior leadership of Israel, her authoritative advice to the military  

commander, Barak, and her guidance of ten thousand warriors make for a hero 

who is remembered for her public success, rather than for her children or wifely 

duties. She tells Barak what God wants him to do in defense against the Canaanite 

King… Does Deborah put down the macho-military man, or does she, the prophet, 

tell the Israelite commander what will happen in the war, or both?... Traditional 

gender roles are reversed in this narrative.” (Suzanne Scholz, Women’s Bible  

Commentary, p. 119).  

https://amzn.to/2I9iIoT
https://amzn.to/2I9iIoT


J U D G E S  4 : 1 - 7   

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  

 Only time Judges appears in the Revised Common Lectionary - a good 
teaching moment 

 Need to refresh your knowledge of Judges? Check out these great  
 (and funny) videos by G-dcast: Ehud’s Dark Left Turn, Deborah’s 
 Army, Gideon’s Victory Lap, Samson The Final Judge 

 Introduces a larger story about powerful women: Deborah and Jael  

 Talks about the person our 44th President was named after  

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Background on Judges 

 Twelve “Judges” or faithful leaders are presented 

 These twelve seem to be called by God to address a specific concern 
or  situation facing the Israelites, but to rule over the Israelites  

 What is a judge? Called by God to free the Israelites, faithful to God, 
relies on God above all else 

 Judges over Kings - God alone is King 

  As we approach Christ the King Sunday next week- this is a good  

 reminder that God alone is King. God calls people to save God’s  
 people at times, but resists calling a king  

   See Judges 21:25: “In those days there was no king in Israel; all the  
 people did what was right in their own eyes” 

    

https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=judges+4:1-7&t=ceb&t2=nrs
http://youtu.be/kjTocODJH9g
http://youtu.be/myeSLGXHt4k
http://youtu.be/myeSLGXHt4k
http://youtu.be/VgVxa1uef2g
http://youtu.be/62pSeKJU4EU


HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #644).................................................................................. 
 

“Give Thanks, O Christian People” 
   

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

Judges 4:1-7. This is the only story from Judges included in the Revised Common  
Lectionary. When only verses 1-7 are read, we learn simply that Deborah spoke for 
God to call the people to battle against King Jabin, who had oppressed them. Given 
both these facts, the text is worth expanding. 
If you read through verse 16, the point is the point of all Judge stories: When the  
people sinned, God disciplined them by letting them be conquered. When they were 
ready to repent, God gave them another chance under a strong God-loving leader.  
If you continue through verse 22, the focus is on heroism. War was supposed to be 
the business of men. But it was a woman (Deborah) who delivered God's call to battle. 
And it was a wife left behind in her tent (Jael) who won the day. Barak, whom one 
would have expected to be the hero, on the other hand, hesitated. Heroes and  
heroines are therefore ordinary people who do what needs to be done where they 
are. 
Some (mainly adults) are offended by the violence of Jael's action. Children, especially 
when hearing the story shortly after Halloween, tend to admire Jael's willingness to do 
something as gory as pounding a tent peg into an enemy's head. Her name, Jael, 
which means "Yahweh (or Ya/Ja) is Lord (Elohim or El)" indicates that she killed the 
general because she felt it was what God wanted. 
Recall some of the costumes the children wore for Halloween. Compare the heroism 
of Deborah, Jael, and current costume heroes with the timidity of Barak, to explore 
what makes a person heroic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A coin with Judge Deborah’s face on it. Circa 1553. Deborah was a Prophetess and the 4th and only  
female Judge in pre-monarchic Israel. This coin was possibly used as currency in a distinctly 16th century 

Jewish Community.   

  



 

 

SCRIPTURE                              Judges 4: 1-9, 14-24 
  
After Ehud had died, the Israelites again did things that the Lord saw as evil. 2 So 
the Lord gave them over to King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The  
commander of his army was Sisera, and he was stationed in Harosheth-ha-
goiim. 3 The Israelites cried out to the Lord because Sisera had nine hundred iron 
chariots and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly for twenty years. 
4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was a leader of Israel at that 
time. 5 She would sit under Deborah’s palm tree between Ramah and Bethel in the 
Ephraim highlands, and the Israelites would come to her to settle disputes. 6 She 
sent word to Barak, Abinoam’s son, from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “Hasn’t 
the Lord, Israel’s God, issued you a command? ‘Go and assemble at Mount Tabor, 
taking ten thousand men from the people of Naphtali and Zebulun with you. 7 I’ll 
lure Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, to assemble with his chariots and troops 
against you at the Kishon River, and then I’ll help you overpower him.’” 8 Barak  
replied to her, “If you’ll go with me, I’ll go; but if not, I won’t go.” 9 Deborah  
answered, “I’ll definitely go with you. However, the path you’re taking won’t bring 
honor to you, because the Lord will hand over Sisera to a woman.” Then Deborah 
got up and went with Barak to Kedesh. 
 
 

14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get up! This is the day that the Lord has handed 
Sisera over to you. Hasn’t the Lord gone out before you?” So Barak went down from 
Mount Tabor with ten thousand men behind him. 15 The Lord threw Sisera and all 
the chariots and army into a panic before Barak; Sisera himself got down from his 
chariot and fled on foot. 16 Barak pursued the chariots and the army all the way back 
to Harosheth-ha-goiim, killing Sisera’s entire army with the sword. No one survived. 

17 Meanwhile, Sisera had fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the 
Kenite, because there was peace between Hazor’s King Jabin and the family of Heber 
the Kenite. 18 Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Come in, sir, come in 
here. Don’t be afraid.” So he went with her into the tent, and she hid him under a 
blanket. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



19 Sisera said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink. I’m thirsty.” So she 
opened a jug of milk, gave him a drink, and hid him again. 20 Then he said to her, 
“Stand at the entrance to the tent. That way, if someone comes and asks you, ‘Is 
there a man here?’ you can say, ‘No.’” 21 But Jael, Heber’s wife, picked up a tent 
stake and a hammer. While Sisera was sound asleep from exhaustion, she tiptoed to 
him. She drove the stake through his head and down into the ground, and he 
died. 22 Just then, Barak arrived after chasing Sisera. Jael went out to meet him and 
said, “Come and I’ll show you the man you’re after.” So he went in with her, and 
there was Sisera, lying dead, with the stake through his head. 23 So on that day God 
brought down Canaan’s King Jabin before the Israelites. 24 And the power of the  
Israelites grew greater and greater over Canaan’s King Jabin until they defeated him 
completely. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
MESSAGE....................................“What Makes a Hero?”................................................ 

 Pastor Sommer Bower 
 
 

OFFERTORY 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Lord of blessings and hope, we give to you these gifts as tokens of our lives. Use 

these gifts for healing and hope in your world. Use us as instruments of peace; for we 
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS  
 

Meda Krenson 
Sharon Parks 
Joy Thompson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #450 insert)........................................................................ 

 

“Be Thou My Vision” 
 
 

*BENEDICTION         

“Love is patient, love is kind, love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. Love 
does not insist on its own way. It is not irritable or resentful. It does not rejoice in 

wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Love never ends. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 

three, and the greatest of these is love.” Go love one another, and know that God’s love 
is with you, now and always. Amen.  

 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 
 

 


