WAYS TO WORSHIP:
IN-PERSON WORSHIP

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,
we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…
~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),
~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),
~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).

RADIO

Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK

You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE

If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

Today’s focus is on Daniel’s Hope in God in Daniel 6:6-27. The officers and chief
administrators of King Darius were jealous of Daniel’s favor with the king, so they
conspired and convinced the king to issue an edict that anyone who said prayers to
any other god or human being except King Darius should be thrown into a pit of
lions. Daniel learned that the edict was signed, but he remained faithful and prayed
as he always did. The officers and officials told the king. The king was upset because
he liked Daniel and didn’t know this would happen to him, but the king was forced
to uphold the law. Daniel was thrown into a pit of lions, but the king told Daniel
that Daniel’s God would save him. Daniel survived the night, and the lions did not
attack Daniel. Because Daniel was safe, the king judged that Daniel had done the
right thing, and brought him out of the pit. Instead, the men who accused
Daniel—the officials and administrators—were thrown into the pit and the
lions overpowered them.

Praying on the Nines - beginning November 29, 2020

PRAYER LIST

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13
"Loving Creator, we know that without you we can do nothing, but with you,
nothing is impossible. Help us to become a community of believers who share each
other’s joys and burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list.
Comforting Councilor, during the season of Advent, as we wait longingly for the
Light, we come to you with hope, love, joy and peace. This first week we bring you
our joys and concerns, with hope............
for our church, we thank you for our congregation, and hope and pray that we will
again be able to be all together in our sanctuary, worshiping You................
for our community, we hope that we will continue to demonstrate that we care for
each other by considering the health and well being of our neighbors as important as
our own, even when the threat of the Coronavirus is behind us..............
for the future of our nation, we hope that we and our elected officials will be able to
work together to resolve our differences, restore our economy, ensure that all people
are paid a decent wage, that health care is available and affordable to everyone and
that all people are treated justly and with respect..............
for our world, we hope that all nations will use their combined knowledge and
resources to prevent pandemics, explore the universe and restore and preserve this
beautiful planet which we all share................
All Knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid.
We lift them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN”
If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact
Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller Kathy Newkirk
Ray & Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Fred and Cynthia Richmond; Tyler and Kevin
Jim and Kathi Sewell

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Continuing to pray for Pat Hill, with the loss of her son Gary, and for all families who will
have an empty chair at the table this holiday season.
- Praying for First Presbyterian church of Albany, with the death of their organist, Marilyn
McClelland, from Covid-19. We also want to lift up First Presbyterian of Moultrie, who has
also recently lost their church musician to Covid-19.
-Tim Reynolds is in the hospital in Crisp County Hospital with pneumonia
Tim and Cathy Reynolds
113 Hurt Drive, Cordele, GA 31015, (229) 942-8199 (Cathy's cell)
- Jasmine Lowery, (Marcia Seymour’s daughter) has Covid-19 and is quarantined
at home and recovering in Kansas City, MO
- Marilyn McClelland, the organist at First Presbyterian, Albany, is in the hospital at Phoebe
Putney Memorial Hospital with Covid-19
- Zymarion Hudson, a student of Cynthia Richmond's from Crisp County Middle School. He
has a bone tumor in his arm and has gone to Emory Hospital for evaluation and
recommendation for treatment
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is
progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Sunday, November 29, 2020
11:00 a.m. - First Sunday in Advent

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation
has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and
their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson

Gathering Words of Prayer before Worship
The psalmist declares that “God’s anger is but for a moment; God’s favor is for a
lifetime. Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.” God’s
steadfast love endures forever. Any anger that we might experience is anger against
injustice, anger against oppression, anger against the ways sin, as fall into the
temptations of this world for our own wealth and gain. Listen to the call of God in
your heart. Turn to God’s ways, and know God’s favor, God’s love, God’s mercy and
loving-kindness. Know that you are forgiven, and your sins are remembered no more.
Go, and live into God’s joy for your life. Amen.

PRELUDE

NOVEMBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Sunday, November 1st - Daylight Savings Time
- Tuesday, November 3rd - General Election Day
- Thursday, November 5th - 9 am - CSM opened its doors on Thursday, November
5th and we praise God for the successful reopening! Spread the good news! CSM
will now be open every Thursday from 9am till 11:30 am.
- Wednesday, November 11th - 10 am - Elder Training with Pastor Sommer for the
incoming elders, Sharon Parks, Meda Krenson and Joy Thompson.
- Sunday, November 15th immediately after worship - Session Meeting for the
purpose of examining incoming elders for the class of 2023.
- Thursday, November 26th is Thanksgiving Day - CSM will be closed on Thanksgiving
and the church office will be closed Thursday, Nov.26th & Friday, Nov.27th.
- Sunday, November 29th is the First Sunday in Advent
- Hanging of the Church Christmas Decorations - Tuesday, December 1st at 1:00pm

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
O, that we would know You are present with us!
O God, tear open the heavens and come down!
O, that we would turn back to Your ways!
O God, tear open the heavens and come down!
O, that we would remember how You are the God of our ancestors!
O God, tear open the heavens and come down!
O, that You would forgive us of our sins,
O God, come and be present with us.
O, that we would wake up, and watch for You,
O God, we know You are coming into our world, and into our lives in a new way.
Come, Lord Jesus, Come.

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Prayers created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International
Streaming License Number 20754605

HYMN (Blue Hymnal #2 insert)..........................................................................................
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”

KID’S CORNER
Bible story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den

Daniel and the Lion’s Den, 6th Century, Egypt
The king created a new law forcing everyone to stop praying. Daniel loved God,
so he continued to pray, like he always did. He wanted to obey God’s law over man’s
law. Unfortunately, the king found out and sentenced Daniel to be thrown into a den
of hungry lions.
Key Concepts to Remember!
*Always remember to pray!
*God is with us in good times and bad
Praying to God was very important to Daniel.
So when the king made a law that no one could pray for thirty days, Daniel
continued to pray openly to God. Because Daniel broke the law, he was thrown into
the lion’s den. I can’t imagine how scary that was! Daniel continued to pray and God
protected him from the hungry lions.
Daniel spent all night in the lion’s den and he was not harmed. God sent angels to
watch over Daniel all night, so the lions would not touch him. It took great courage
and faith in God for Daniel to break the law and be obedient to God. God was
faithful to Daniel and protected him from the hungry lions.

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS


Interesting parallels between Daniel 6 and Jesus’ passion
 In both, the political and religious bureaucrats are threatened by authority
and look for a legalistic way to undermine it
 Both are arrested while at prayer

 Both are brought for judgment before Empirical authority (Darius and
Pilate) who are portrayed as having their hands-tied and forced to comply
with the law leading to a death-sentence of the righteous
 Both are “left for dead” in a cave/pit sealed by a stone
 In both the dead miraculously are saved
 The obvious difference is that Jesus was killed and Daniel was not
“The message of resurrection in Daniel 12 strikes very close to the heart of reality in
Africa today. The continent has been so ravaged by diseases, droughts and famines,
wars and counter wars, and coups and counter coups that death is a reality that is
ever too close to home… Hope for any sense of a better life seems to have
disappeared for many people. Yet, a glimmer of hope prevails - resurrection hope!
That Africa is home to the fastest growing church in the world speaks of a spiritual
conviction of justice in the afterlife… Daniel’s overall message of faith and hope in a
God who is in control even when human reason seems to indicate otherwise means
that even death is not the end of the story.” (Mbovi, p. 278)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of Ancient Times, we find Your light in the simplicity of lighting candles. We find
Your love in the coziness of familiar stories and songs. We find Your joy in the pleasures
of decorating and baking and passing on traditions that were taught to us. We are
reminded of our roots of long ago, traditions from long before You came into our world
as the Christ-child. May our souls be filled as we harken back to days of old with our
carols and rituals. This Advent, speak to us from out of the old ways, and help us find
new meaning here and now, as we wait for You, who once was, who is, and who is to
come, Almighty God our Savior. Amen.
HYMN (Blue Hymnal #9)....................................................................................................
“O come, O come, Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel;
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: HOPE
Prepare the way of the lord.
We light this candle in hope,
The hope of our coming, Savior, Jesus.
Prepare, then, the way of the Lord.

SCRIPTURE

Daniel 6:6-27

6 So these officers and chief administrators ganged together and went to the king.
They said to him, “Long live King Darius! 7 All the officers of the kingdom, the
ministers, the chief administrators, the royal associates, and the governors advise the
king to issue an edict and enforce a law, that for thirty days anyone who says prayers
to any god or human being except you, Your Majesty, will be thrown into a pit of
lions. 8 Now, Your Majesty, issue the law and sign the document so that it cannot be
changed, as per the law of Media and Persia, which cannot be annulled.” 9 Because
of this, King Darius signed the document containing the law.
10 When Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went to his house.
Now his upper room had open windows that faced Jerusalem. Daniel knelt down,
prayed, and praised his God three times that day, just like he always did. 11 Just then
these men, all ganged together, came upon Daniel praying and seeking mercy from
his God. 12 They then went and talked to the king about the law: “Your Majesty!
Didn’t you sign a law, that for thirty days any person who prays to any god or human
being besides you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into a pit of lions?”
The king replied, “The decision is absolutely firm in accordance with the law of Media
and Persia, which cannot be annulled.”
13 So they said to the king, “One of the Judean exiles, Daniel, has ignored you, Your
Majesty, as well as the law you signed. He says his prayers three times a day!”
14 When the king heard this report, he was very unhappy. He decided to rescue
Daniel and did everything he could do to save Daniel before the sun went
down. 15 But these men, all ganged together, came and said to the king, “You must
realize, Your Majesty, that the law of Media and Persia, including every law and edict
the king has issued, cannot be changed.”
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and hurled him into the pit of
lions. The king said to Daniel: “Your God—the one you serve so consistently—will
rescue you.”



Daniel
 Identified simply as a foreigner, similar to his companions in Daniel 3. At the
root is xenophobia and discrimination against foreigners by natives.
“For a foreigner, one’s speech accent, dressing, and other ‘cultural quirks’
mark him or her as an outsider. It matters not how long one has been living in
the adopted home country. The so-called natives will always identify the outsider with the seemingly innocuous question, ‘So where are you originally
from?’ To assimilate or not to is the ever-present challenge for the exile/
refugee/immigrant.” (Andrew M. Mbuvi, Africana Bible, p. 276)
 Praying three times a day facing Jerusalem is a modern practice that is first
recorded here. Whether it goes all the way back to the Babylonian exile is unknown.
 The command to not pray toward Jerusalem is more than simply
oppressing religious freedom; it is also demanding that the Jews give
up hope of returning to Jerusalem- yet another attempt to
assimilate the Jews into the Empire.
“It was Daniel’s commitment to his Jewish heritage and religious
convictions (notice how ‘praying facing Jerusalem’ bears
resemblance to Muslims who pray facing Mecca) that lands him in
the lion’s den following the complaints of the ‘natives’; to the
authorities about his prayer habits” (Mbovi, p. 277)
 Reversal of fortunes - very common in scripture
 Daniel doesn’t ever appear worried, but remains steadfast, confident in
God’s ability to save him or content with what is to come
 The King goes from being very upset (v. 15) to very content (v. 24)
 The bureaucrats go from prosecuting Daniel to being fed to the lions (along
with their wives and children- which is horrifying) The idea that all of Persia
began worshipping Yahweh is “monotheistic wish-fulfillment fantasy...There
is, of course, no way in which such an act would have a historical basis.” Alter

DANIEL 6:6-27
INITIAL THOUGHTS
 Many of us know this story, but not as many have actually read it.
“Daniel is most surely the most peculiar book in the Hebrew Bible. It is also clearly
the latest. (Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible, v. 3, The Writings, p. 747)
 Daniel is the apocalyptic book of the Hebrew Bible and is split into a couple
parts:
 1st Half (Chapters 1-6) the stories of Daniel and his three friends who are
paragons of faithfulness and piety, none have the nuance and complexity of
other people in the Hebrew Bible
 Second Half (chapters 7-12) written around 167-165 BCE
 Revelation draws on a lot of imagery from Daniel (as do the Gospels in the
apocalyptic passages)
David- the new Joseph interpreting the dreams of the king, but not in a
way which can be acted upon - David’s revelations are uniquely deterministic - a prescriptive vision of what will, as opposed to the other
prophets who declare what may be.
Written in two languages - Daniel 1-2:4 are in Hebrew, Daniel 2:5-7 are
in Aramaic, and the rest is in Hebrew
“The Book of Daniel, then, is an imperfect composition...In style, its
Hebrew sections are seriously flawed, in literary terms...it falls far below
earlier biblical texts” Alter, The Hebrew Bible
There are also numerous historical inaccuracies that Daniel “bends”: to
fit prophecy (i.e. Darius was a Persian-not a Mede, There were 20
satraps, not 120, etc)
BIBLE STUDY


Lion’s den- actually a pit in which lions were kept, not a lair of lions

Natural explanations of why the lions did not eat Daniel (e.g. the King had them fed
before he was thrown in the pit) lose sight of the story’s intent: Danial is miraculous
saved by God because he was faithful and pious

17 A single stone was brought and placed over the entrance to the pit. The king sealed
it with his own ring and with those of his princes so that Daniel’s situation couldn’t be
changed. 18 The king then went home to his palace and fasted through the night. No
pleasures were brought to him, and he couldn’t sleep. 19 At dawn, at the first sign of
light, the king rose and rushed to the lions’ pit. 20 As he approached it, he called out to
Daniel, worried: “Daniel, servant of the living God! Was your God—the one you serve
so consistently—able to rescue you from the lions?”
21 Then Daniel answered the king: “Long live the king! 22 My God sent his messenger,
who shut the lions’ mouths. They haven’t touched me because I was judged innocent
before my God. I haven’t done anything wrong to you either, Your Majesty.”
23 The king was thrilled. He commanded that Daniel be brought up out of the pit, and
Daniel was lifted out. Not a scratch was found on him, because he trusted in his
God. 24 The king then ordered that the men who had accused Daniel be brought and
thrown into the lions’ pit—including their wives and children. They hadn’t even
reached the bottom of the pit before the lions overpowered them, crushing all their
bones.
25 Then King Darius wrote the following decree:
To all the peoples, nations, and languages inhabiting the entire earth: I wish you much
peace. 26 I now issue this command: In every region of my kingdom, all people must
fear and revere Daniel’s God because:
He is the living God.
God stands firm forever.
His kingship is indestructible.
God’s rule will last until the end of time.
27 He is rescuer and savior; God performs signs and miracles in heaven and on earth.
Here’s the proof: He rescued Daniel from the lions’ power.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE............................................“Hope in God”.........................................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN (Blue Hymnal #37)..................................................................................................
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
V

1 Infant holy, Infant lowly,
for His bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ the Babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging Angels singing,
Noels ringing, Tidings bringing:
Christ the Babe is Lord of all.
2 Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new.
Saw the glory, heard the story,
Tidings of a Gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow,
Praises voicing Greet the morrow:
Christ the Babe was born for you.

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…................................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

Briton Rivière, “Daniel’s Answer to the King” 1890
Oil on canvas, Manchester City Art Gallery, Manchester.

Briton Rivière (1840–1920) was a British artist who specialized in painting animals.
Rivière meticulously studied wildlife to perfect his compositions. He attended
dissections at the London Zoological Gardens and kept the “body of a fine lioness” in his
studio. In this work, he paints a scene from the biblical story of Daniel, a Jewish official
in the service of the Persian king Darius. Darius had issued an edict that no man should
pray to any God or man other Darius himself. Daniel defied the ruling and continued to
pray toward Jerusalem, so Darius convicted him and threw him to the lions. The next
day Daniel was still alive and unharmed. Rivière shows Daniel with his back turned on
the lions in relaxed contemplation, eyes raised in deference to God.
Here Daniel prefers to face death rather than forsake God.

