WAYS TO WORSHIP:
IN-PERSON WORSHIP

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,
we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…
~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),
~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),
~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).

RADIO

Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK

You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE

If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

We believe that a voice cried out in the wilderness,
Saying, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”
And so, we show up in church pews on cold, blustery days.
We roll up our sleeves.
We plant trees for our children.
We make art.
We choose hope.
We gather at the Table.
We set an extra plate.
We share stories and wisdom.
We celebrate children.
We fall together.
We rise together.
We love together.
We do all these things because we believe that God loves us so much that
God shows up here.
So we prepare and prepare for that next beautiful day.
May it be so. Amen.

Praying on the Nines - beginning December 6, 2020

PRAYER LIST

O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind; bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
In days to come .... [God] shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. Isaiah 2:2,4
"Loving Creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is
impossible. As we pray together as a community of believers, we share each other’s joys and
burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list.

Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

Comforting Councilor, during the season of Advent, as we wait longingly for the Light, we
come to you with hope, peace, joy and love. This second Sunday in Advent we seek your peace
as we bring you our hopes and concerns...........
for our church, which has always been a safe haven for us, where we could come and be
together and share our love and pass the peace of Christ to each other. Let us pass the peace
of Christ with each member of our congregation in prayer................
for our community. We pray the peace of Christ for our local businesses and their
employees................ for our school’s leaders and employees at all levels.................for the
students and parents..............for our first responders, medical, law enforcement, fire fighters
and all their support personnel............for our neighbors who are out of work, sick, caretakers
to loved ones, or sheltering alone...............and may we support them all as we are
able..............
for the future of our nation. We pray the peace of Christ for all those involved in the
elections: the poll workers............the candidates who succeeded........... and those who did
not..............and to those who will be and are involved in run offs................
We pray that all our elected officials. ....................will work together peacefully, to
resolve our differences, restore our economy, ensure that all people are paid a decent wage,
that health care is available and affordable to everyone and that all people are treated justly
and with respect..............

for our world. We pray the peace of Christ for our world and all the people with whom we
share this planet............... May all nations use their combined knowledge and
resources to overcome Covid 19 and prevent future pandemics.................may they peacefully
explore the universe................. and work together to restore and
preserve this beautiful planet ................
All Knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. We lift
them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN”
If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact
Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org)

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Joy Thompson
Judy and Jody Wade

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
-Tom Collins surgery is set for Wednesday, December 16th at Emory.
-Tim Reynolds continues to be at Crisp County Hospital in Cordele, Georgia with bilateral
pneumonia. Tim and Cathy Reynolds 113 Hurt Drive, Cordele, GA 31015, (229) 942-8199
-Thank you for praying for Kevin Richmond, who has tested positive for Covid-19 and is
quarantining at home. Fred, Cynthia and Kevin Richmond - 345 Flint Side Drive,
Cobb, GA 31735, (229) 815-9724 (Kevin’s cell), AT23kev@gmail.com
- Jasmine Lowery, (Marcia Seymour’s daughter) has recovered from Covid-19, with no serious
lingering effects. Thank you for your prayers!
- Zymarion Hudson, a student of Cynthia Richmond's from Crisp County Middle School. He
has a bone tumor in his arm and has gone to Emory Hospital for evaluation and
recommendation for treatment
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is
progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Sunday, December 6, 2020
11:00 a.m. - Second Sunday in Advent
Today is Stewardship Sunday

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation
has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and
their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

We will be collecting pledge cards in worship and praising God
for the steadfastness and joy that comes in continually serving our Savior.
GATHERING WORDS
Holy God, We wish that peace was something we could buy. We wish that peace could be ordered in
a subscription service, found on a map, or downloaded in an app. We wish that peace was as easy as
a one-time choice when we are feeling our best. However, what we have found is that peace involves
everyday decisions over and over, whether or not we are feeling our best. So today I confess that I
need your help in this Advent season. During this time of worship, Prepare the way for greater
peace, and teach me how to be a part of it. May God’s guiding hand surround me and our
entire congregation. May we know comfort. May we know peace.
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson
DECEMBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR


Hanging of the Church Christmas Decorations - Tuesday, December 1st at
1:00 pm
 Marcia Seymour, Church Office Manager, Vacation Day - Friday, December 11th
 Outside Christmas Eve Worship Service - Thursday, December 24th, at 5:00 pm
 Christmas Day - Friday, December 25th

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International
Streaming License Number 20754605

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.”
So family of faith, how do we prepare our minds for worship?
We silence the inner critic.
We let go of busy thoughts.
We make space for God to speak.
How do we prepare our hearts for worship?
We feel what we feel.
We open ourselves up to be moved.
How do we prepare our bodies for worship?
We take in the scent, sight, and feel of this space.
We breathe in God’s mercy. We exhale God’s love.
How do we prepare our souls for worship?
We bring our full selves into this space.
We wear our hearts on our sleeves.
We trust that even now, God is here.
Family of faith, what we practice in worship, we must live out in our daily lives.
So prepare the way. Let us worship Holy God.
HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #133 insert)........................................................................
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

John Wesley: “That is, preaching repentance, and baptizing as a sign and means
of it” (Wesley’s Notes on the Bible)
John Calvin: “Repentance is not placed first, as some ignorantly suppose, as if it
were the ground of the forgiveness of sins, or as if it induced God to begin to be
gracious to us; but men are commanded to repent, that they may receive the
reconciliation which is offered to them.” (as quoted from Harmony, I, 179,
in Interpretation: Mark, p. 32)
“The text makes it clear that repentance, baptism, and forgiveness of sins belong
together,” (Williamson, p. 32)
PREACHING THOUGHTS
 This is good news.
 Love is one of the Advent themes. Love is always good news. Love is
dark-piercing, cold-warming, fear-dashing, and earth shaking. It is worthy of
celebrating, and in need of preparation. Decking the Halls with holly - splashes
of color in an otherwise cold and gray landscape - is wholly appropriate. Sing
“Deck the Halls,” but remember why we are celebrating, why we are
decorating.
Both Rick Morley and the Rethink Church material point to the beginning scene
of Godspell. In the movie, the John the Baptist character calls people out of
their everyday lives to splash and celebrate in the fountain. Rick Morley
describes the Broadway revival of the show starting with a small drip from the
ceiling turning into a frollicking, splashing waterfall.
 We are to prepare the way.
 Christmas is indeed something for which we need to prepare. For what are
we preparing? Are we spending time preparing for parties and pageants, or for
the coming of Christ, the Son of God. Are we preparing, in the midst of hard
times, for the coming joy, or are we preparing for stress and bills. John the
Baptist was a strange-looking dude. How can we be counter-cultural in the
midst of preparing for Christmas?

 Parallels between John and Jesus
 Both begin in the wilderness
 Have disciples who are to follow them (not just ‘believe in them’)
 Proclamation of the gospel
 Repentance, baptism, Kingdom of God
 Betrayal and executed.
“What Mark creates then, is not a simple identification, in which
disciples become John or Jesus or their equivalent. Instead, disciples
follow in the way of John and Jesus.”
(Charles Cousar, Texts for Preaching, Year B, p. 20)
The Title of the Gospel (Lamar Williamson Jr., Interpretation: Mark, p. 28)
 “The beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” is the
title entire book, not just this passage.
 There is no verb in the first sentence, which In other words, the gospel of
Mark is “the beginning of the good news,” not the end of the story.
 Affirms three foci
Jesus Christ is the center of what is to come.
Jesus is the Son of God.
This is good news.
This is just the beginning - the rest of the story (which is left
open-ended) is up to the hearer to complete.
 Connections between Isaiah, John, and Wilderness Isaiah 40 - A
prophet in the midst of exile, but looking forward to homecoming. It is
a transition, and full of hope.
 John - A prophet in the midst of occupation, but looking forward to
deliverance. Points to coming messiah as a sign of hope.
 Wilderness - A time of transition for the people. Surrounded by death and
despair, the people are given manna, nourished by God. They are also given
the Law, which forms them as a people.
 Verse 4 - How are baptism, repentance, and forgiveness related?
 NRSV: John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
 CEB: John was in the wilderness calling for people to be baptized to show
that they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive
their sins

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
I dream of the first pitch of opening season.
I dream of a laundry day, where each sock finds its mate.
I dream of family connecting for the holidays.
I dream of good books and homemade meals.
I dream of sunset drives with the windows down.
These are beautiful dreams, but I also have urgent dreams.
I dream of conversations across party lines.
I dream of reconciliation and finding new paths forward.
I dream of more laughter and less fear.
I dream of more listening and less tears.
But most of all, I dream of peace like a river.
Today we light the candle of peace.
May it remind us that there is another way. Amen.
"O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel."

17th century Saint John the Baptist with a lamb
Anonymous artist
between 1670 and 1699
Part of the United Kingdom’s National Trust (108854)

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God of Peace, We must admit, there are a million things on our minds. We would like to
be as focused as John the Baptist—preparing the way, gathering the crowd, spreading
the word of your arrival. Maybe then we’d know peace. However, more often than not,
we are a swirling compilation of grocery lists, text messages, e-mails, and
over-referenced to-do lists. So today, we ask for your help in preparing the way. Could
you start with our ears, and then maybe move to our hearts? We’d like to hear you
more clearly. Maybe then we’ll know peace. Gratefully we pray, Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Mark 1: 1-8
1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 2 happened just as it
was written about in the prophecy of Isaiah:
Look, I am sending my messenger before you.
He will prepare your way,
3 a voice shouting in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way for the Lord;
make his paths straight.”
4 John the Baptist was in the wilderness calling for people to be baptized to show that
they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive their
sins. 5 Everyone in Judea and all the people of Jerusalem went out to the Jordan River
and were being baptized by John as they confessed their sins. 6 John wore clothes
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild
honey. 7 He announced, “One stronger than I am is coming after me. I’m not even
worthy to bend over and loosen the strap of his sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #93 insert)..........................................................................
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
MESSAGE...........................................“Forerunners”...........................................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY and STEWARDSHIP
You are invited to place your pledge card in the offering plate.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

“Virgin and Child with young Saint John the Baptist.”
Workshop of Leonardo da Vinci, Attributed to Marco d'Oggiono
Date: circa 1490-1495

MARK 1:1-8
INITIAL THOUGHTS
 Mark is great for Advent, but not so much for Christmas. Although many clergy
know that there is no Christmas story in Mark, many lay people are surprised
when they learn this.
BIBLE STUDY
 Opening passage of Mark points both backward and forward.
 Starts with words from Isaiah, moves through John the Baptist, who
concludes looking forward to the one who will baptize with fire and the Holy
Spirit.
 This is appropriate for the season of Advent, which points both backward and
forward
 Backward to the promise of the prophets. Backward to the birth of Christ,
and forward to the coming Kingdom.
 The beginning of the Good News begins with the prophets. The beginning is
not a beginning at all, but a part of God’s greater story. Just like the ending of
the gospel is not an ending at all, but the transition to the church.

COMMUNION
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The
communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. You are
invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will bring
elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to participate
in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and thanksgiving to God
for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living presence of Jesus,
crucified and risen.
HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #136)...................................................................................
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
V

Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
1 While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. [Refrain]
2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain]
3 Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…................................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

