
PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

  

  MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Earl and Beth Williams 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
-Tim Reynolds passed away on Sunday, December 6, 2020. The family held a private funeral 

service on Tuesday, December 8 in the church sanctuary. An audio recording of Tim Reynold’s 
service, as well as the funeral bulletin, can be found on the church website 

at www.americuspresbyterian.org Prayers and condolences may be sent to: 
Cathy Reynolds – 113 Hurt Drive, Cordele, GA 31015 

 

- Schley Gatewood is in the Covid ICU with pneumonia, in North Carolina.  
Schley and Karen Gatewood - 311 Marion Street Mt.Airy, NC 27030,  

(229) 815-0266 (Karen’s cell), gatewoodts@bellsouth.net  
 

-Tom Collins surgery is set for Wednesday, December 16th at Emory 
 

- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks  
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments 

 

 - Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with 
 peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 

 

- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is 
progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family 

 

 - Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

PRAYER PRAISE!  
Congratulations to Josh Minich on accepting a Nurse Practitioner job in Macon.  

Congratulations, Josh Minich!!  
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

-Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org   
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Creator, 
We are in awe of you. 

We will never know how you managed to dream up Mountains and valleys, 
Freckles, dimples, and curly hair, 

A cool morning mist, 
The change of seasons, 
Or the magic of music. 

Your greatness is beyond our reckoning. 
And because we are in awe of you, 

We believe we must follow Mary’s lead 
And allow our souls to sing. 

We believe that the appropriate reaction to your goodness Is complete gratitude, 
Which looks like love for our neighbor, 

Justice for the poor, 
Food for the hungry, 

And joy that overflows. 
And even though we do not always believe in ourselves, 

We believe that our song is pleasing to you. 
We believe. Help our unbelief. 

In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 

  

http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/


Praying on the Nines -  beginning December 13, 2020 
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy. For the LORD, 
the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the earth.  Psalm 47: 1-2 

 

"Loving Creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is  
impossible. As we pray together as a community of believers, we share each other’s joys and 
burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list. 
 

Comforting Councilor, during the season of Advent, as we wait longingly for the Light, we come to 
you with hope, peace, joy and love. This third Sunday of Advent we bring you our hopes and  
concerns, with joy............ 
 

for our church. We are filled with joy every Sunday when we are able to worship together,  
physically or virtually, in this sanctuary. May we find ways to share that joy with family, friends and 
neighbors, even when restricted by the Coronavirus. With Christmas lights and decorations, 
through text messages, phone calls, emails or Christmas cards let us announce to the world that 
nothing can keep Christmas from coming and once again bring Joy to the world! 
 

for our community. May we share the joy we feel with our community by shopping for gifts from 
local businesses as we are able, working with and/or supporting our local service organizations 
(CSM, Sumter Faith Clinic, Harvest of Hope), continuing to demonstrate that we will do all in our 
power to fight Covid 19, and that we care for each other by wearing masks, practicing social  
distancing and avoiding large, indoor gatherings... ....... 
 

for the future of our nation. It is with joy that we receive the news that vaccines will soon be 
available to combat the Coronavirus. Thanks be to God! But that will not fix everything. We still 
have much work to do. We must joyfully let our voices be heard by voting in the runoff election 
coming up. And we must insure that our elected officials work together to restore the joy we had of 
resolving our differences peacefully.................Our leaders must work to restore our  
economy...............ensure that all people are paid a decent wage.................. make health care  
available and affordable to everyone.................. and work tirelessly for social justice, so that all 
people are treated fairly and with respect.............. 
 

for our world. What amazing joy it would be if all nations would cooperate with each other and 
strive to settle their differences peacefully; use their combined knowledge and resources to prevent 
pandemics, eradicate world poverty and hunger, and explore the universe, while restoring and  
preserving this beautiful planet which we all share................Then we might see glimpses of God’s 
will being done on earth, as it is in heaven............... 
 

All Knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. We lift them 
up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN” 
 

If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact Pastor Sommer 
(sommer@americuspresbyterian.org). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 

The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation 

has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and 

their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church 
401 South Hutchinson Avenue 

Adel, Georgia 31620 
 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2021                                    Class of 2022                                     Class of 2023 
Russ Childers                                    Jim Buffaloe   Meda Krenson 
Emily Collins                                     Cynthia Richmond   Sharon Parks 
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams   Joy Thompson 
 

2020 Corporation Officers 
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins  

Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson 
 

DECEMBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR 
~Hanging of the Church Christmas Decorations - Tuesday, December 1st at 1:00 pm 
~ Kerstin Cherrbboneau, Housekeeping, Vacation Day – Thursday, December 3rd 
~ Camron Cummings was recorded playing Christmas music on the church piano on 

Sunday, December 6th. The recordings will be shared later this Advent with the 
church.  

~ Private Funeral Service for Tim Reynolds, Tuesday, December 8th at 3:00 pm 
~Marcia Seymour, Church Office Manager, Vacation Day - Friday, December 11th  
~Outside Christmas Eve Worship Service - Thursday, December 24th, at 5:30 pm  
~Christmas Day - Friday, December 25th 
 

 

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International  
Streaming License Number 20754605 
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T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  

 The context of this passage is apparent broken promises and disappointment. 
The people thought that the end of the exile would bring prosperity and a new day. 
Yet this hasn’t happened. There is a deep struggle over rebuilding the Temple,  
rebuilding the city walls, and providing for all the people. There is continued  
upheaval and crime. Regardless of who is to blame - civil leaders, religious leaders, 
or outside forces - the situation that was promised seems to be far off. Does this 
sound familiar? We gather in Advent in the midst of broken promises and  
disappointment. 

 Personal - the relative/friend who let you down, the bleak prognosis,  
   struggling finances, the new marriage that just isn’t working… 
 Corporate - political party, government, job - almost always fails. 
 Spiritual - When is Jesus actually coming? How long must we wait?  

 
 The “me” is intentionally ambiguous. Is the ‘me’ Isaiah? Is the ‘me’ the  
Messiah? Is the ‘me’ Jesus? Is the ‘me’ anyone who has fought for justice? Is the 
‘me’ me? The answer to all of these questions is “YES.” 
 

 

  

Sunday, December 13, 2020  
 11:00 a.m. - Third Sunday in Advent  

 

 

 

 

GATHERING WORDS  
O Gracious God, With a sky full of stars and a world full of flowers, there should be 
no end to my joy. And yet, instead of decorating my very being with joy, I let it slip 

away like loose change. Instead of singing like Mary, or dancing like David,  I pass by 
remarkable beauty and love most days, unfazed. Forgive me. Help me see the joy in 

this day, in the sunlight dancing through the stain glassed windows, in the laughter of 
friends, in the joy of worship. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   
 

Friends, anytime we gather together to worship God,  
we are here in God’s presence.  
So may we recognize that gift, and in doing so, may we sow joy.  
Let us worship Holy God. 

 
 
 
 

HYMN (Blue Hymnal #15, insert)....................................................................................... 
“Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers”  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



  

  Release for captives 
  Year of the Lord 
  *Forgiveness of debts 
  *Freedom from slavery 
  Vindication of God 
  Comfort to those that mourn 
  Sustenance to Zion 
  Crowns replace ashes - Glory replaces mourning 
  Joy replaces mourning 
  Praise instead of discouragement 

  All of these things are still timely. 
  Shift from what “he has sent ME to do…” to what “They” will do in verse 3. 
  They will be called Oaks of Righteousness, planted by the Lord.  
  They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
  They will restore formerly deserted places 
  They will renew ruined cities. 

  Who are “they”? It is the restored people in verses 1-3. 
 “Those workers, the ‘they’ of v. 4, are the oppressed, the brokenhearted, the 
captives, the prisoners, those who mourn. That is, the subjects and agents of the 
promised rebuilding are those who have been defeated.” (Beverly Gaventa, 
Texts for Preaching, Year B, p. 22). 

 The THEY who will rebuild are the same ones who were defeated. This is a  
   communal transformation. People will take part in their own restoration.  
  This should tell us a little about charity. It is one thing to bandage wounds. 

It is another to work with people who can be a part of their own  
   transformation. Be willing to take the risks of partnership, and relinquish 

power of privilege. 
 Restoration of the people, the cities, the Temple, and God are all connected.   

There is no compartmentalizing. 
 
 

  

http://amzn.to/2ktMWqo


Bible Study on Isaiah 61 

 Recalls Isaiah 42:1 “But here is my servant, the one I uphold; my chosen who 
brings me delight. I’ve put my spirit upon him, he will bring justice to the nations.” 

  This is near the beginning of 2nd Isaiah, after God allows the other gods to 
present their case. The raising of The Servant is an important theme in Isaiah 
(one that gets picked up by early followers of Christ)  

  “By applying the words to describe the Servant of the Lord in 42:1 to a new 
time and situation, some person or group here seems to be claiming the  

    inheritance of the office of that important figure in Second Isaiah ’s prophecy. 
We noted in commenting on the our Servant Songs the presence of  

    considerable ambiguity regarding the figure of the Servant, both as to identity 
and to whether reference was to an individual or community, We concluded 
that the ambiguity was intentional and that the Servant was set forth as a 
model for both the individual and the community that in faith and obedience 
accepted the calling to be agents of God’s reign of compassionate  

    righteousness. 

 The “me” is intentionally ambiguous. 

  Foreshadows Jesus’ words in Luke 4. In his first public appearance, he reads 
this passage from the Isaiah scroll. Declares that “today this Scripture has 
been fulfilled just as you heard it.” 

 Everyone laughs because this is his first sermon, and people want to throw 
Jesus off a cliff afterwards, but the crowd doesn’t get angry with him reading 
and saying this. They get angry when he reminds them that the good news is 
for others, and not just for them. 

  The messiah/”anointed one” will: 

   Comprehensive list 

  Good news to poor 

  Healing of brokenhearted 

  

 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: THE CANDLE OF JOY  
I dream of laughter that is contagious. 
I dream of birthday candles and another beautiful year.  
I dream of a time when death has lost its sting.  
I dream of pillow forts, fireflies, and front porch swings.  
I dream of every little thing that brings joy; and I know it comes from God.  
So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder 
that God’s dream for this world involves the end of all tears.  
God’s dream for this world involves a joy that overflows and is contagious.  
So may this fire burn bright, and as it does, may we sing. 

May we dance. 
May we laugh.  
May we hold onto the people we love. 
May we sow joy in a hurting world,  

and may it be an act of holy resistance. Amen. 
 

1 verse only  
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  

“O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Creator God, Scripture is flooded with dream-like images:  
the lion lying down with the lamb, justice rolling like a mighty river, swords being  
beaten into plowshares, the prisoner being set free, good news to the oppressed, the 
whole world rejoicing. 
To our human ears, there are times when these words can sound like nothing more 
than a far-off dream— downplaying prophecy to fantasy. 
However, what we know is that to dream is to hope,  

and to hope is to imagine, 
and to imagine is to wonder, 
and to wonder is to believe, 
and to believe is to live and breathe for your promised day.  

So give us the strength to listen as we dream, O God. 
For deep down, we know your words are the very thing we need. Amen. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE          
Isaiah 61: 1-4                    The Good News of Deliverance 
61 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations. 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once upon a time, there was a little girl who had a terrible day. 
She left her lunch at home. 
She skinned her knee on the playground, and no one wanted to sit with her on 
the bus. As she sank into her mother’s arms at the end of the day, her mother 
said, 
“Honey, what was the best part of today?”  

The little girl cried and said, “Nothing! The entire day was terrible.” 
So the mother got down on one knee, wiped away her tears and said, “There is 
always some good. Sometimes we just really have to look for it.”  

The little girl looked up at her mom and said, “What is good about today?” And 
the mother said, “For starters, you’re here in my arms.”  
 

The Prophet Isaiah said that when the spirit of God is with us, we help to bring 
joy to people’s lives. How did the mom in the story help restore joy to her  
daughter? Can you give the same kind of joy to someone you know is hurting? 
Read all of Isaiah 61: 1-4 with an adult. Talk about all the ways those who love 
God can help people find joy this Christmas.  

  



 

  John 1:6-8, 19-28                     New Revised Standard Version 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 19 This is the testimony given by John when 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He 
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the proph-
et?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why then are 
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
HYMN (Blue Hymnal #38, insert).................................................................................. 

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”  
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE......................................“Holy Resistance”………............................................. 
 Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #13, insert)......................................................................... 

V 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”  
 
 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…................................Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


