PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Lisa and Rod Collins
Tom and Emily Collins

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
-Tom Collins’ surgery went well, but he now currently has pneumonia
Cards may be sent to: Tom and Emily Collins
171 Westshore Drive, Americus, GA 31709
(229) 886-9359 (Emily's cell), (229) 942-3957 (Tom's cell)
- Norma Bower, Josh Bower’s grandmother, tested positive for Covid-19 on
Christmas Eve and is in the hospital in Batavia, NY
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Steve and Beth Spoon, (ALS, Melanie's in-laws)
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
PRAYER PRAISE!
~Our congregation received the CME (Committee on Mission and Evangelism) grant of $7, 050
via the Flint River Presbytery Walter Flint Fund!!!!! Hallelujah!!!!!
~The Sanctuary now has Special U.V. lights on the AC Unit to help keep the
sanctuary air cleaner.
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Luther Seminary Fine Arts Collection
John the Baptist Baptizing Jesus
Shall we gather at the Jordan River? John the Baptist is proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for forgiveness of sins, connecting it to the Prophet Isaiah of the “voice
crying out in the wilderness.” But be careful…John warned those coming to be
baptized, calling out to them “you brood of vipers!” He warned them that they must
“bear fruit worthy of repentance,” to show that their lives had actually changed. John
gave them examples: those with more than one coat needed to share. Tax collectors
should collect no more than they were prescribed to collect. Soldiers should not extort
anyone. Luke used the image of the Messiah as the one holding the winnowing fork,
separating the wheat from the chaff. The wheat and chaff grow in the same stalk. The
winnowing fork separates out what needs to be burned, so the wheat can be gathered
up. Luke’s account also wrote of John’s fate at this point—that he was arrested by
Herod. Jesus was baptized along with others, and when he was praying, the Holy
Spirit descended like a dove, and the voice from heaven said that this was his Son,
the Beloved, with whom God was well pleased.

Praying on the Nines - beginning January 10, 2021
“The commitment to the spiritual journey is not a commitment to pure joy, but to
taking responsibility for the whole human family, its needs and destiny.”
from John Lewis’ farewell address, 2020
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus…Philippians 2: 3-5
Loving Creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is
impossible. As a community of believers, we share each other’s joys and burdens by praying
for those on our weekly prayer list.
Comforting Councilor, as we come to you this second week of Christmas, hopeful that love
and peace will spread over the earth, here are some dreams for the future............
for our church. .............. May we truly become the hands and feet of our Savior,
Jesus Christ ......... if we see things that are wrong may we speak up and say so ............... may
we become a community of believers who get their hands dirty ............... a community that
believes in getting into ‘good trouble’ to bring equality and justice to God’s world ............
for our community............ May we encourage our neighbors to become listeners,
compromisers, and peacemakers ............. helping to find peaceful, nonviolent solutions to
problems and differences of opinion in our community .............. so that everyone benefits
for our nation. As we move into 2021, may we all learn to, and choose to work
together to resolve our differences peacefully and not violently, even when we do not get
what we want; .................; that we all listen to others and cooperate in finding ways to
restore our economy ................; that we work to ensure that everyone makes enough money
to have a comfortable home and food on the table, .......... equal educational opportunities .............. and affordable health care .............; and above all that we treat all people justly
and with the respect we would like to receive ...........
for our world. May our nation become a leader in being good stewards of God’s
gifts ............. recognizing the need to work together, using the world’s combined knowledge
and imagination to protect our natural resources, combat global warming, and try to restore
and protect this beautiful planet which we all share ................ Such actions could stop the
melting of the polar ice caps ............. reverse the negative effects of climate change .............
which could slow or halt the eroding of our coastlines ................ and help control natural
disasters such as floods, droughts, wildfires, and hurricanes ................
All Knowing God, you know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. We lift
them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN”
If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers,
contact Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation
has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and
their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson

JANUARY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
~Christmas Sanctuary Decorations will come down on Thursday, January 7th at
1:00 p.m. We would love to have you join us!
~Marcia Seymour, Office Manager - will be working a half day on Tuesday, January
12th.

Sunday, January 10, 2021
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
GATHERING PRAYER OF BAPTISMAL REAFFIRMATION
We gather today to worship and praise the God of awe and majesty. We come to
encounter the God who knows us each by name and who walks with us in
intimate love. We come to reaffirm the blessing we have received through our
baptism. In baptism, we remember God’s saving actions throughout history, and we
have the opportunity to answer yes as God whispers our names. As a
community of God, we gather today at the waters of baptism to reaffirm our
commitment to Christ and to experience anew the transforming power of the
Holy Spirit.

PRELUDE

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
From the north and south we come;
from the east and west God calls us.
Over the mighty waters, the Lord speaks:
I have called you by name; you are mine.

HYMN (Blue Hymnal #457, insert)...............................................................................
“I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”

 The Common

Agreement on Baptism between US Conference of Catholic
Bishops and PC (USA), UCC, the Reformed Church and Christian Reformed
Church
 https://www.usccb.org/committees/ecumenical-interreligious-affairs/
common-agreement-baptism
 Baptism is
 1. Naming and identifying someone as “beloved.”
“Baptism reminds us that we discover who we are in relation to whose we
are, God’s beloved children. We belong to God’s family, and baptism is a
tangible sign of that.” David Lose
 2. Primarily God’s work.
“Baptism, then, is wholly God’s work that we may have confidence that no
matter how often we fall short or fail, nothing that we do, or fail to do,
can remove the identity that God conveys as a gift. Our relationship with
God, that is, is the one relationship in life we can’t screw up precisely
because we did not establish it.” David Lose
 Ritual of Baptismal Renewal
 Like renewing wedding vows.
 Can be done every time someone gets baptized.

 Luke





is not trying to tell the story of Herod, or even of John, but simply
setting the stage for...Jesus.” Gonzalez
20-22 Jesus and all the people baptized
 Not a private affair.
 The assumption is that John baptized Jesus, but this is given very little
attention here - in contrast to the birth narrative and the description of
John’s ministry, Jesus’ baptism given almost no description at all.
 Holy Spirit comes while Jesus prayed, after his baptism. This separation
of Holy Spirit and baptism is not widely discussed, but is also shown in
Acts.
Matthew and Mark tie the Holy Spirit to coming out of the water.
All three have Holy Spirit ‘like a dove.’ Only Luke says “in bodily
form”
 All agree: “beloved son” and “well pleased.” Differ on third or second
person. Luke, the whole thing is in second person “You are my beloved
son. With you I am well pleased.’
 Jesus is named “My Son.”
 Jesus is described “Beloved.”
 Jesus has Holy Spirit descend upon him before he begins his ministry.
 Beautiful call back to Isaiah 43 - one of the only places where God says,
“I love you.”
Immediately next in Luke is genealogy, which traces back to Adam.

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 David Lose proposes to use this opportunity to teach about Baptism, not just
the text. What does your faith tradition say about baptism? Baptism is a key
part of the Christian faith, but Bible really says little about it other than Jesus
was baptized, and that apostles were told to do it too. Most of our traditions,
however, have a lot to say.
 Infants? Why or why not?
 Baptize twice? Why or why not?

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God our helper, by your Holy Spirit, open our minds, that as the Scriptures are read and
your Word is proclaimed, we may be led into your truth and taught your will,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Luke 3: 1-22
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in
the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of
the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance.
Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.”
10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them,
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him,
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be
satisfied with your wages.”

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the
people. 19 But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his
brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added to
them all by shutting up John in prison.
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN (Blue Hymnal #356)................................................................................................
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

 Do we often think of John as the bearer of Good News or of judgement? Are
the two mutually exclusive?
“It is not good news in the sense it will make everybody happy. It is not
good news in the sense that whatever evil and injustice people have committed and are still committing is no longer important. It is good news in
the sense that a new reality is dawning.” Gonzalez, Luke
Not everyone will like this good news- see v. 19-20, because this is good
news for the “people” a term Luke uses to describe the common folk, not
the powerful and elite
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 What is the fruit of repentance?
 Justice.
 There is a strong argument that our world does not have a resource problem,
but a distribution problem.
 All are a part of this kingdom. Which category do you fit?
 Brood of Vipers
 Tax Collectors
 Romans
 No matter what your ‘position’ in life, there is a chance to live in line with
God’s will.
LUKE 3:19-22, JOHN BAPTIZES JESUS
BIBLE STUDY
 19-20 Herod
 We do not get the full details of Herodias, Herod and the death of John like
we do in the other synoptics (cf. Luke 9:9). This seems to be includes to reveal
and foreshadow the resistance to the Kingdom of God by those in power.

 Soldiers







- The Romans themselves. The greatest enemy. Possibly even the ones
who would eventually carry out “the wrath that is coming” (the destruction of
the Temple).
 Don’t extort.
“Don’t Hoard. Don’t Cheat. Don’t Extort”
All of these things deal with possessions
All deal with justice
All deal with the right way to treat others.
 While John’s message - though harsh - was received by many, it still got him
into trouble.
 On the surface, good news to the poor is bad news for the powerful.
John the Baptist is not Christ - Wind and Fire
 Important to differentiate between John and Jesus.
 “Farmers poured wheat from one container to another on a windy day, or
tossed the wheat into the air with a fork or shovel so that the chaff would be
blown away, leaving the grain clean. The chaff burned with explosive combustion. To this day, farmers know that a fire in a dry wheat field cannot be contained or controlled… When repentance and forgiveness are available, judgment
is good news. The primary aim is to save the wheat, not to burn the
chaff” (Presbyterian pastor Fred Craddock, Interpretation, p 49)
 Wind and Fire are a dangerous pair, but also useful.
Both are purifying agents - one washes away and the other burns away, the
latter is, obviously, more potent
Fire is destructive, but also cleansing, purifying, and strengthening.
NOTE: the baptism of repentance that John is offering is different from the
baptism in the name of Jesus (Acts 19) which is connected to the Holy Spirit.
This passage does not mean - “Jesus is coming to send you to hell.”
 Not about separating the saved and unsaved - but separating within us the
chaff that needs to be burned away so that the wheat of our lives may remain.
 Baptism is of repentance - to turn away from what keeps us from God, and
toward the fruit of the Spirit - forgiveness, generosity, kindness.
18 - Good News

MESSAGE.................................“A New Reality is Dawning”………....................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #375, insert)…..................................................................
“Shall We Gather at the River”
*BENEDICTION
“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one
another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more.”
God continually offers us forgiveness. Your sins are remembered no more.
Remember instead your baptism, how God called your name, and still calls you
beloved, and that God is well pleased with you. Go and share the Good News. Amen.

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..……….............................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

LUKE 3:7-18 - WHAT UP SNAKES AND VIPERS?
BIBLE STUDY
 Interesting opening to a sermon.
 Wakes people up with unapologetic anger.
 These are people that are coming to be baptized by him, and he warns them
not come with simply a desire to be baptized. This isn’t some “get clean quick”
scheme.
 Water isn’t enough, but a total change of heart is what is needed.
 “Say not within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father - That is, trust not
in your being members of the visible Church, or in any external privileges
whatsoever: for God now requires a change of heart; and that without delay.”
 Being Jewish isn’t enough either.
 Radical claim for a people who defined God as the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.
 Generational ties were of utmost importance.
 Remember though, Jesus’ genealogy doesn’t go back to Abraham (like
Matthew’s). It goes all the way back to Adam.
 Three Groups come to John to ask, “What then, shall we do?” These groups
represent steps away from those likely to be convinced of John’s preaching, or
those that would be considered “least close” to the Kingdom of God.
 Crowds - People in the wilderness. Not connected to society - or at least
temporarily escaping it.
Share with your neighbor.
We do not have a food problem in this world. We have a distribution
problem.
“According to Aramark, a dining company that serves about 500 schools
in the United States, students waste 25-30% less food when they don’t
have the option of carrying it on a tray.”
Reports that there are more vacant homes than homeless people.
 Tax Collectors - Collaborators with the Romans, profiting from the struggle of
their own community and neighbors.
Does not tell them to stop collecting taxes, only tells them to stop
cheating people. Granted, this is the way in which they were paid, but
John Baptist is urging people to make money in a more honest way.

 Also





consistent with the OT prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Amos,
Micah, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah) which begin by seeing the prophet in a
geo-political historical context
What God is doing through this nobody in the backwater of the world will affect
everything- even up to the emperor
 There is a foreshadowing of what is to come:
 Jesus confrontations with Annas and Caiaphas, Herod, and Pilate
 This is not the world of a Deist, “Divine Watchmaker” God but a God who is
intricately involved in the geo-political and historical messiness of humanity and
Earth- albeit in completely unexpected ways
Repent!
 metanoia - a radical change of heart/being
 “Change your whole way of thinking” - Eric Elnes interpretation of metanoia
 Not a message the Kingdom of God is near, but change your way of thinking
for forgiveness
 Forgiveness comes from the Greek root to “Let go” (Veli-Matti KãRkkãInen,
Feasting on the Word – Year C, Volume 1: Advent through Transfiguration.)

 Forgiveness is not a simply “letting go and letting God”....or is it? Forgiveness whether accepted from God or offered to another is much more
complex, but is it possible without inviting God in to pick up where we “let
go”?
 Isaiah 40
 Message of hope to Exiles
 Message of hope for those longing for salvation
 Salvation necessitates change from the Status Quo - otherwise we have
nothing to be saved from or for- only those who are discontent with the
current state of things long for salvation
 Preparing the way of the Lord - making it easy for the Messiah, the salvation of
God to come- how? Repentance
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 Often we think of John message of repentance and forgiveness to be about us
needing to repent and receive forgiveness, but perhaps we need to change our way
of thinking into to offer forgiveness to others.
 Are we able to forgive without a radical change of heart, mind and soul?
How will you repent this year? How will you lead your church into repentance?

“Baptism of Christ” by David Zelenka (wikimedia)

LUKE 3:1-22
LUKE 3:1-6
INITIAL THOUGHTS
 This isn’t a particularly long passage, but seems like it because it combines three
RCL passages: John Baptizing (1-6), John predicting Jesus (7-18) and the baptism of
Jesus (19-22)
 Timing- Emperor Tiberius (not Augustus, Augustus was emperor from 27 BC to
14 AD, Tiberuis from 14 AD to 37). So the 15th year would be around 30 AD
BIBLE STUDY
 v. 1-2 Who God chooses
 Imagine these verses as a movie in which we see the “known world” the center
of which is Rome and we slowly zoom in- but not where we expect. Who does
God choose?
 Emperor Tiberius - nope
 Pontius Pilate - nope
 Herod - nope
 Philip - nope
 Lysanius - nope
 Annas and Caiaphas - nope
 John...yep...wait, who?
 Once again God chooses the most unlikely candidate in the most unlikely place

