First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

“Raising of the son of the widow of Nain” by Wilhelm Kotarbiński

Following along in Luke’s account of Jesus’ ministry, and in chapter 7, he entered
Capernaum and was met by Jewish elders who asked Jesus to come and heal a
centurion’s servant. They told Jesus how this centurion loved the people and built the
synagogue for them. Jesus went with the elders, but before he reached the house, the
centurion sent friends to tell Jesus not to bother. He believed in authority and
understood how it worked, and that all Jesus had to do was say the word and his
servant would be healed. Jesus was impressed—he had not met anyone which such
faith, even among his own people. When the centurion’s friends returned, the servant
had been healed. Jesus left Capernaum and went to Nain, where he found mourners for
a man who had died. Among them was the man’s mother, who was a widow. For a
woman to lose both her husband and son was to lose her security in those days—titles
and inheritance passed down from father to son, and women had to live with their
closest male relative. But Jesus had compassion for her, and told her not to cry, then
told the dead man to get up—and the man sat up and began to speak. Everyone began
to speak about the great prophet among them, and the word spread about Jesus
throughout the area.

Praying on the Nines - beginning February 7, 2021
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor.” ...“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:18-19, 21b
“..I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel,
so that I may share in its blessings.” 1 Corinthians 9:22 b-23.”

“Loving Creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is
impossible. As a community of believers, we share each other’s joys and burdens by praying
for those on our weekly prayer list.............
Comforting Councilor. Luke’s account of Jesus’ reading of the scroll of Isaiah quoted above
gives us hope for the future because we know that in Jesus that scripture has been fulfilled.
And Paul says to the Corinthians that he has become all things to all people, so that he might
save some. And so we come to You, filled with hope and possibilities.......
for our church ........ to be the bearer of the good news of the gospel. We hope to see the
poor raised up, the captives freed, the sick and infirm healed and God demonstrating God’s
favor over the earth at this time .........
for our community............ May this year of God’s favor be the year when our community
steps up and works together to provide those in need with the ability to provide their families
with life’s necessities - proper housing, food enough for their families, health care for all. We
will also continue to protect ourselves and our neighbors by wearing masks, practicing social
distancing and avoiding large indoor gatherings so that the Covid virus and its variants do not
destroy us ..........
for our nation ............. may we become all things to all people, and demonstrate God’s favor
by working together peacefully to resolve the differences that are dividing us, so that we may
defeat our common enemy, the Coronavirus; that we may restore our economy; shore up our
infrastructure; and provide employment for all, thus ensuring everyone’s ability to have a
comfortable home with sufficient food on the table, equal educational opportunities, and
affordable health care; and above all may we become ‘one nation, under God, with liberty
and justice for all’ ............
for our world ............... May we the people in our nation become good stewards of God’s
earth as God’s creations are God’s gifts to us. May we and our leaders work tirelessly with the
people and leaders in other nations, to prevent further destruction of our atmosphere and
repair damage already done, in order to combat global warming and restore God’s world, our
shared home, to a world that can provide sustenance to all our brothers and sisters, all God’s
people .........
All Knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. We lift
them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN”
If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact Pastor Sommer
(sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Jim and Nancy Herron
Nate Herron; Mitch and Riley

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Skylar Byrd, age 24, died unexpectedly Jan.21st after elective surgery in South Carolina.
Skylar is the cousin of Ella Hawkin's boyfriend, AJ.
Correspondence can be sent to: Ella Hawkins, 2855 Crescent Parkway, Apt. 527
Atlanta, GA 30339, 229-942-2916, ella6897@yahoo.com
- Gloria and Earl Dunman have both tested positive for Covid-19.
Gloria is Martha Ann Studstill's sister and Earl is a respected & loved pastor in our area.
Cards may be sent to:
P.O. Box 68532
Americus, GA 31709
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Steve and Beth Spoon, (ALS, Melanie's in-laws)
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

PRAYER PRAISE!
A huge THANK YOU to Jim Griffith for using his technological gifts to set up the new sanctuary
livestream camera (the old one began having technical difficulties). A huge thank you as well
to Tom McFarland who beautifully and graciously has been livestreaming Sunday worship in
the interim. We are blessed to have such gifted and giving servants of God!

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to add
someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Sunday, February 7, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson
FEBRUARY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Flint River Presbytery will host a virtual Presbytery Meeting on Saturday, February 6th,
starting at 10:00am. Information to participate in the Zoom meeting can be found
at www.flintriverpresbytery.org . Elder Cynthia Richmond will attend with
Pastor Sommer.
- Sunday, February 14th, Terry McDonald and Trey Norton will be joining our church.
- Centering Prayer (virtually) group will begin meeting on Sundays at 3:00pm, starting
Sunday, February 14th. One of the resources being used is the Book Into the Silent Land:
A Guide to the Christian Practice of Contemplation by Martin Laird.
- Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday, February 17th at 12:00 noon in-person in our
sanctuary and on Facebook live.
- Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation, Sunday, February 21st
immediately following Worship for the purpose of electing corporation officers and
approving Pastors Terms of Call.
- Starting February 23rd, Lent Bible Study will be offered every Tuesday at 12 noon
during Lent. Open to all, and offered on Facebook Live.
- Session Meeting, Tuesday, February 23rd at 6:00pm.
- A free Enneagram Seminar is being offered by our Executive Presbyter, Deb Tregaskis,
for anyone in our Presbytery! The date is Saturday, February 27th from 10am-12 noon.
Virtual log-in information can be found on the Presbytery
website at www.flintriverpresbytery.org
- CSM (Community Service Ministry) has temporarily needed to close its doors for
January and February due to Covid-19 concerns. Please keep CSM in your prayers as the
Ministerial Association discerns when CSM can re-open safely.

Centering Prayer before Worship
You are invited to pray this prayer prior to worship,
as Camron plays the prelude and you prepare your heart for worship.
Everlasting God,
you give strength to the powerless and power to the faint;
you raise up the sick and cast out demons.
Make us agents of healing and wholeness,
that your good news may be made known
to the ends of your creation. Amen.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
Healing Lord,
By your goodness you healed many who were ill, even raising the dead to life.
Restore us to new life, healing our hearts, minds, and spirits, so that we may
proclaim praise and gratitude for your compassion to all who will hear. In the
name of the one who is himself new life, Jesus Christ our savior. Amen.

HYMN (Glory to God #1, insert).........................................................................................
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord, God Almighty!”

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 What is central to faith? Vocal declaration of Jesus as Lord and Savior or living
the sermon on the plain/mount? Luke 8:21- the family of Jesus are those who hear
God’s word and put it into practice.
 How much time to we focus on orthodoxy and how much on orthopraxis
 The Centurion is community focused- not only on his own community but
those who are around him: the Jews, his slaves, etc. In what ways are we
connecting with our local community in mutual mission?
 The Centurion is acting as an advocate for the his slave- he is using his place of
power to speak up for the powerless- how might we as pastors and as the church
do the same? Would the centurion’s merciful and prophetic plea have been heard
if he had not first built up love and relationship within the community?
 Gets to our concept of chosenness or salvation. What does it mean to be chosen?
 When Jesus had compassion for the women, it was not just “feeling sorry for
her.” His compassion pushed him into her world. He entered her pain, her grief,
and even the death of the young man. When he entered into it fully, then he was
able to respond with a transforming word. Charity comes from feeling sorry for
someone, and may provide a brief reprieve from pain. Transformation only takes
place when we enter into the pain of another.
“We may not be called on in our daily living to resuscitate someone from
death or life-threatening conditions. But we are called upon daily to live in
solidarity with those whose life circumstances are more vulnerable than our
own, and to help make their lives better in some way. To pray for the
discernment to see things that way, and to act accordingly, is at the center of
embodying compassion, and being a partner with God in the ongoing work of
creative transformation.” (David Grant Smith, Process and Faith)
 Who are those that are crying in the margins today? Who are the ones who
are grieving, and hopeless? It was Jesus transforming word with the crying
mother who forced the people to declare he was the messianic prophet.
Where is the Church’s transforming word? Are we doing charity because we
feel sorry, or are we transforming lives because of our compassion?
Work’s Cited
~ Gathering Word’s before Worship come from liturgist Rev. Mindi at rev-o-lution.org
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International
Streaming License Number 20754605

 Response of crowd
Awestruck - Fear and praise.
“A great prophet has appeared among us.” Much like Elijah, of whom this
story is clearly meant to remind.
Great Prophet - no small praise. This is not minimizing, or even misinterpreting Jesus. He is a great prophet.
An important part of Luke’s Christology is his portrayal of Jesus
as prophet. Jesus himself refers to his prophetic role more than
once (Luke 4:24; 13:33), and the two disciples on the road to
Emmaus affirm that Jesus was a “prophet mighty in word and
deed” (24:19; see also 7:39). Luke “unmistakably identifies Jesus as
the prophetic Messiah.”” (Jeanine Brown, Working Preacher)
The crowd is connecting Jesus to earlier great prophets Elijah (1
Kings 17:17-24) and Elisha (2 Kings 4:32-37)
Appeared among us
some translations say ‘arisen among us,’ which could be
foreshadowing to resurrection.
In Luke, whenever the Lord is among us, it is a sign of grace and
mercy.
Word spread throughout Judea - this is an expanding sphere of influence, sets up next passage, in which John the Baptist has heard of Jesus,
too.
 Similarities and difference between these two stories
 In the first story the healing is brought about by the faith of the Centurion, in
the second story the resurrection is brought about by the compassion of Jesus
 In the first story Jesus is approached and asked for help by messengers of the
Centurion, in the second Jesus approaches
 In both stories Jesus is prepared to violate the cleanliness laws in order to
bring about healing. He is prevented in the first story from entering the gentile
home which may have made him unclean, but does in the second when he
touches the funeral bier.

SCRIPTURE
Luke 7: 1-17
After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered
Capernaum. 2 A centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill
and close to death. 3 When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him,
asking him to come and heal his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they appealed to
him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, 5 for he loves our
people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” 6 And Jesus went with them, but
when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord,
do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my
roof; 7 therefore I did not presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and let
my servant be healed. 8 For I also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under
me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to
my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” 9 When Jesus heard this he was amazed at
him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, “I tell you, not even in Israel
have I found such faith.” 10 When those who had been sent returned to the house,
they found the slave in good health.
11 Soon afterwards he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd
went with him. 12 As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had died was
being carried out. He was his mother’s only son, and she was a widow; and with her
was a large crowd from the town. 13 When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for
her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came forward and touched the bier,
and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, rise!” 15 The dead
man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized all of
them; and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has risen among us!” and “God
has looked favorably on his people!” 17 This word about him spread throughout Judea
and all the surrounding country.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

His words to her are, “Don’t cry.”
“In his cultural context, the most vulnerable people were women
who had no male relative to care for them. Her weeping would have
been only in part out of grief for the loss of her son, but it was also
for the stark reality which faced her in a society in which the only way
for a woman to make a living for herself was through begging and/or
prostitution.” (David Grant Smith, Process and Faith)
Touches the stretcher.
Jesus further placed himself into solidarity with this woman by
physically touching the funeral bier on which the dead man had
been placed. Again, looking at the cultural context, to touch a dead
person or to carry a corpse would place someone into an “unclean”
status for religious purposes -- that individual would not be considered part of the community until after a specified time of purification had passed. Jesus was willing to put himself into the circle of
those who would be treated as outcasts for having ministered to the
needs of a family who had experienced death. (David Grant Smith,
Process and Faith)
Says to the body, “Young man, get up.”
“Jesus acts without drama, ritual, or even prayer. The same word of
Jesus that from a distance healed a centurion’s slave here has the
power to raise the dead” (Craddock, p. 97)
“He gave him to his mother.”
Exact quotation of from the Septuagint of 1 Kings 17:23.

 Healing by Jesus
Not dependent on his physical presence - only on faith
Authority to command the natural world
Ability to speak to those and to act for those who are not physically present
to him
Fulfills the Centurion's request, even though he never meets the
Centurion
He heals without being physically present
 Widow’s Son
 Elijah (1 Kings 17:17-24)
“Luke does not bring 1 Kings 17 to the reader's’ attention; it remains
beneath the surface, and if the reader does not know the Old Testament,
the Elijah story will not come to mind at all. What, then, is Luke
doing?” (Fred Craddock, Interpretation:Luke, p. 96).
Imitation - our modern values of plagiarism and originality need not
apply.
Continuity - readers would be at home in this story, find it familiar and
safe.
Comparison - Jesus was indeed a great prophet, and can be favorably
compared to even the greatest prophet, Elijah.
 Jesus just referred to this story a couple week ago after his sermon in Nazareth (Luke 4:26)
 Act of Jesus
Not asked to do anything - Jesus takes the initiative here (different from
the preceding story)
Begins with seeing the woman, and having compassion.
“The object of his compassion is the mother. His total attention is on this
woman who is a widow and whose only son, her sole means of support as
well as being her whole family, is dead… Jesus’ whole attention is on the
woman.” (Fred Craddock, Interpretation:Luke, p. 96)
“Compassion is a quality which calls us to become partners with God in
effecting creative transformation in our world.” (David Grant Smith, Process
and Faith)

HYMN (Glory to God #793)................................................................................................
“O Christ, the Healer”

MESSAGE......................................“Just Say the Word”…………………................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Lord God, through Jesus you opened the eyes of the blind; you healed the sick and you
fed the hungry. We give you thanks and praise for your mercy and your love. Loving
Father, by the Spirit you restore strength to the weary and give hope to those who are
in despair. We give you thanks and praise for your mercy and your love. You call us
Lord to proclaim your deeds and your wonders to all people, You call us to worship and
serve you that all may be made whole. You offer us a new life of righteousness. We
give you thanks and praise for your mercy and your love. Make us worthy, O Lord, to
receive all your gifts. Descend on us like the light of a new day give light to our souls
and put your praise upon our lips. Amen.
COMMUNION
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The
communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. You are
invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will bring
elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to participate
in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and thanksgiving to God
for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living presence of Jesus,
crucified and risen.
HYMN (Glory to God #834, insert)………….........................................................................
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
V

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...…................................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!

Tensions between Gentiles and Jews- Gentile's house would have been
unclean
Concern for Jesus' relationship with Jews
“The powerful and respected centurion rightly sees in the lowly Jesus a
power greater than his own. For that insight he is praised. The periscope
is reminiscent of slave stories that narrated the complex relationships
between slaves and their masters...instances when an infirm master
depended upon a healthy and knowledgeable slave, class dynamics
succumbed to human frailty.” Stephanie Buckhanon Crowder,
True to Our Native Land, p.167
 Crosses boundaries (geopolitical, socio-economic, religious)
 Faith is alive in the context of community - community is defined by
relationship not by economics, political or religious lines
 God’s power, not Jesus
Centurion draws a parallel between himself and Jesus
Jesus is under God’s authority, but also has authority
First human to truly recognize Jesus as one filled with God’s authority
 Love is central
v. 5 agape (don’t read too much into this)
Centurion recognizes that unlimited nature of God’s power before any
of the disciples - source of authority
He understood power- in relationship, in love, and what authority
 Pope Francis’ sermon on Mark
 Salvation through faithful action instead of proclaiming Jesus as savior
"The Lord created us in His image and likeness, and we are the image of the Lord,
and He does good and all of us have this commandment at heart: do good and do
not do evil. All of us. ‘But, Father, this is not Catholic! He cannot do good.’ Yes, he
can... "The Lord has redeemed all of us, all of us, with the Blood of Christ: all of us,
not just
Catholics. Everyone! ‘Father, the atheists?’ Even the atheists. Everyone!".. We
must meet one another doing good. ‘But I don’t believe, Father, I am an atheist!’
But do good: we will meet one another there.” Pope Francis’ sermon

.

Bible Study on Luke 7: 1-17
INITIAL THOUGHTS
 “Here, as elsewhere, Luke pairs a story about a man with another about a
woman. The purpose of these two stories presented back-to-back is to stress the
unique authority of Jesus” (Justo Gonzalez, p. 96)
“The juxtaposition of these stories shows that the common notion that miracles
are necessarily connected to faith is not correct (Gonzelez, p. 97)
BIBLE STUDY
 Centurion (also found in Matthew 8:5-13 & John 4:46-53)
 Two foci: Faith and Healing
 Centurion - Roman (although may have been working for Herod Antipas),
either way he was a Gentile
 Centurion's focus is constantly outward- Like the sermon on the plain!
For the Jews - built a Synagogue
For his Servant - asks the help of a Jew, Jesus
For Jesus - does not want Jesus to get in trouble with the Jewish
authorities
A Question of worthiness
Centurion is diplomatic

