PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK, 98l.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Pat Hill
Lois and Tim Hunter

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Deb Aziz, close friend of the Parks’ family. She had a stroke. Deb used to live in Americus,
worked at Habitat and was a Sumter Player. She now lives in Atlanta and is in the hospital.
-Will Krenson’s birthmother, Leta Bateman of Tarboro, NC, has been fighting stage 4 colon
cancer for over 7 years. Will has known her since he was 18, and they are very close.
She was placed on hospice last week. Please pray for Leta and Will.
Cards may be sent to:
Will Krenson - 1105 Elm Avenue, Americus, GA 31709
- Meda Krenson’s mother, Jeane DuBose passed away at the age of 96
after being placed on hospice Friday, February 5th.
Cards may be sent to:
Meda Krenson - 811 South Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Steve and Beth Spoon, (ALS, Melanie's in-laws)
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
-

PRAYER PRAISE!
A huge THANK YOU to Jim Griffith for using his technological gifts to set up the new sanctuary
livestream camera (the old one began having technical difficulties). A huge thank you as well
to Tom McFarland who beautifully and graciously has been livestreaming Sunday worship in
the interim. We are blessed to have such gifted and giving servants of God!

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary

Transfiguration is an incredible gift of story, where Jesus’ very appearance is
transformed. It is a story that belongs with the ascension narratives, an understanding
that what God is exists beyond the finitude we see and know. In Luke’s account, Moses
and Elijah also appeared in bright clothes. Luke also records that Moses and Elijah
spoke with Jesus about what would happen in Jerusalem and his “departure.” Peter,
James, and John apparently were about to fall asleep but managed to stay awake
(contrasting how the same three fell asleep in the Garden of Gethsemane later on).
Peter, as in Mark’s account, declares it’s good to be there and suggests making three
dwellings. The voice from the cloud tells them to listen to the Son, the Chosen One. In
Luke’s account, they are simply speechless after all this, and don’t tell anyone what
happened. The Narrative Lectionary continues with what happened the next day: a
large crowd met Jesus, Peter, James, and John. A man brought his son forward to
Jesus, a boy possessed by a spirit that made him shake and foam at the mouth. The
other disciples were unable to cast the spirit out. Jesus, sounding frustrated, said,
“You faithless and perverse generation, how long must I put up with you?” Jesus
rebuked the spirit, healed the child, and gave him back to his father. While everyone
was amazed at what happened, Jesus pulled the disciples aside and warned them that
he was about to be betrayed into human hands, but they didn’t understand, and were
afraid to ask him about it.

“Late have I loved you”
Late have I loved you,
Beauty so ancient and so new,
late have I loved you!
Lo, you were within,
but I outside, seeking there for you,
and upon the shapely things you have made
I rushed headlong – I, misshapen.
You were with me, but I was not with you.
They held me back far from you,
those things which would have no being,
were they not in you.
You called, shouted, broke through my deafness;
you flared, blazed, banished my blindness;
you lavished your fragrance, I gasped;
and now I pant for you;
I tasted you,
and now I hunger and thirst;
you touched me,
and I burned for your peace.

When at last I cling to you with my whole being
there will be no more anguish or labor for me,
and my life will be alive indeed,
alive because filled with you.
~ Saint Augustine of Hippo,
Excerpt from Augustine’s Autobiographical work Confessions,
(13 books written in Latin between AD 397 and 400)

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson
FEBRUARY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Flint River Presbytery meeting was held on Sat, Feb.6th and was attended by Cynthia
Richmond and Pastor Sommer Bower.
- Sunday, February 14th, Terry McDonald and Trey Norton will be joining our church.
- Centering Prayer (virtually) group will begin meeting on Sundays at 3:00pm, starting
Sunday, February 14th. One of the resources being used is the Book Into the Silent Land: A
Guide to the Christian Practice of Contemplation by Martin Laird.
- Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday, February 17th at 12:00 noon in-person in our
sanctuary and on Facebook live.
- Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation, Sunday, February 21st
immediately following Worship for the purpose of electing corporation officers and
approving Pastors Terms of Call.
- Starting February 23rd, Lent Bible Study will be offered every Tuesday at 12 noon
during Lent. Open to all, and offered on Facebook Live.
- Session Meeting, Tuesday, February 23rd at 6:00pm.
- A free Enneagram Seminar is being offered by our Executive Presbyter, Deb Tregaskis, for
anyone in our Presbytery! The date is Saturday, February 27th from 10am-12 noon. Virtual
log-in information can be found on the Presbytery website at www.flintriverpresbytery.org
- CSM (Community Service Ministry) has temporarily needed to close its doors for
January and February due to Covid-19 concerns. Please keep CSM in your prayers as the
Ministerial Association discerns when CSM can re-open safely.

 United the Jewish and Christian narratives - “this would serve to refute
all who claimed Jesus somehow contradicted the Hebrew Scriptures-on
the one hand Jews who saw Christianity as an aberration or heretical
departure from the ancients, on the other hand Gentiles who claimed
Judaism and its traditions were false and that Jewish Scriptures had
nothing to do with the true faith.” Gonzalez, Luke p.127
Only Luke tells us that they talk about “Jesus’ departure” interpreters say
“Jesus’ exodus in Jerusalem.”
Jesus’ apparent defeat and death (which he has just predicted) is actually
going to lead to liberation and life
Disciples: Want to build a shrine to all three.
Had already confessed Jesus as Messiah, but now see him in all
his glory. Almost overcome by sleep (like in Gethsemane, or al
most fainted out of sheer terror)
 No shrine, must keep moving.
 No longer about all three - but must listen to Jesus. It is through
Jesus, God’s son, that we must now understand Moses and Elijah.
Jesus is the lens through which we read and know the Law and
the Prophets.
Of course, we built a church there. Peter ended up getting his way.
 36-43 A strong argument can be made - by Craddock - that the Transfiguration
should stand alone. Telling this story afterwards can lessen the impact of what
just happened.
 Text after 37 really fits more with stuff until 50, when Jesus actually sets
out for Jerusalem.
 However - perhaps this is a reflection on the lack of transformation in the
disciples. Jesus - empower by the knowledge that he is God’s beloved is
transformed and then becomes an agent of that transformative love in
healing the boy.
Peter and the disciples are not transformed, they don’t “get it” (see Luke
9:43b-50). Therefore, because the good news has not changed them, they
are unable to affect change in others

Sunday, February 14, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
Gathering Prayer to center us before worship
God of Steadfast Love and Mercy, help us to pull back the veil to notice how You are at
work in our lives and in the world around us. Lead us to the knowledge of Your love in
the care and compassion of our neighbors and friends, and help us to share Your love
messages with others in our own acts of mercy and forgiveness. You are at work, in us
and through us and around us; help us to reveal Your works to the world. Amen.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
(from 1 Corinthians 13:12-13)
For now we see in a mirror, dimly,
But then we will see face to face.
Now I know only in part;
Then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
And the greatest of these is love.
Come, let us worship God,
Who is Love, and will reveal all to those who are faithful.
HYMN (Blue #142, insert)...................................................................................................
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

“On Eighth Day” could be allusion to Resurrection, which happened on the
‘eighth day’ - the day after the Sabbath. Also could be seen as the second
‘First Day.’ The start of a new week, a new creation.
*“Jewish thought associates eight days with circumcision, [also]
perhaps here anticipating Jesus’ resurrection on the ‘first day’ after
the old week.”
(Amy Jill Levine, The Jewish Annotated New Testament, p. 133)
* Answers old joke about “What did God do on the eighth day?”
Inner circle is a good lesson for leadership in church.
* Matthew and Mark say these three were also pulled aside as
Jesus prayed in Gethsemane. Not mentioned in Luke’s passion.
 Fred Craddock points out that “As he was praying” confirms Jesus’ prayer
life as an important part of his ministry. Linked to his baptism in 3:21,
where the Spirit comes “while he was praying.”
Moses and Elijah
The Law and the Prophets
*“Moses and Elijah: unlikely representing “Torah” (Pentateuch)
and “Nevi’im (Prophets); more likely representing Israel’s
preeminent prophets, both of whom faced rejection” (Amy Jill
Levine, The Jewish Annotated New Testament, p. 133)
Both men had mysterious deaths
*Moses was buried by the Lord, and ‘no one knows where Moses’s
grave is.” (Deut. 34:6)
*Elijah was taken up by a chariot in 2 Kings 2:1-11
Mountaintop Experiences
 Elijah encounters God speaking in the silence when he tries to flee from the
authorities (Jezebel and Ahaz) who were hunting him and God calls him back to
his task (1 Kings 19)
 Moses’ message is rejected by the Israelites and has to ascend the mountain
again, in the wake of the Golden Calf narrative to receive the message of God
again

“In the East, the Festival of the Transfiguration has been celebrated since the late
fourth century, and is one of the twelve great festivals of the East Orthodox
calendar. In the West it was observed after the ninth century by some monastic
orders, and in 1457 Pope Callistus III ordered its general observance. At the time of
the Reformation, it was still felt in some countries to be a "recent innovation," and
so was not immediately taken over into most Reformation calendars, but is now
found on most calendars that have been revised in the twentieth century. A recent
tendency in the West is to commemorate the Transfiguration on the Sunday just
before Lent, in accordance with the pattern found in the Synoptics, where Jesus is
represented as beginning to speak of his forthcoming death just about the time of
the Transfiguration, so that it forms a fitting transition between the Epiphany
season, in which Christ makes himself known, and the Lenten season, in which he
prepares the disciples for what lies ahead. Whether observing the Transfiguration
then will affect the observation of it on 6 August remains to be seen.” Society of
Archbishop Justus
BIBLE STUDY
 Literary Context
 Eight days after Jesus asking “Who do crowds say that I am?” and disciples
saying John the Baptist, Elijah, or another ancient prophet. Peter declares that
Jesus is the Christ. Then Jesus warns of the rejection, death, and resurrection
that is to come.
“Take up your cross and follow me”
No Peter denying this and no “get behind me Satan”
 Immediately before another warning about arrest and Jesus “determined to
go to Jerusalem.”
 Transition between Galilean ministry and journey to Jerusalem and
Passion.
This Sunday is the transition between birth and Epiphany stories and
Lent.
 Named one of Five pivotal events of Jesus’ life Baptism, Transfiguration,
Crucifixion, Resurrection, Ascension.
 Two parts - The Transfiguration itself, and coming down.
 28-35 Jesus took Peter, John, and James up to a mountain to pray.

SCRIPTURE
Luke 9: 28-45
28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly
they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and
were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they
had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us
make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing
what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and
they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice
that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36 When the voice had spoken,
Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the
things they had seen.
37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met
him. 38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my
son; he is my only child. 39 Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It
convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave
him. 40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 41 Jesus answered,
“You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear
with you? Bring your son here.” 42 While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the
ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave
him back to his father. 43 And all were astounded at the greatness of God.
While everyone was amazed at all that he was doing, he said to his disciples, 44 “Let
these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into human
hands.” 45 But they did not understand this saying; its meaning was concealed from
them, so that they could not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this
saying.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE.......................................“Metamorphosis”…….............. Pastor Sommer Bower
HYMN (Blue #144, insert)…………...“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!”…………………………………………
OFFERTORY

“Transfiguration” by Kelly Latimore

Bible Study
Luke 9: 28-45
INITIAL THOUGHTS
 Frederick Buechner: “It is as strange a scene as there is in the Gospels...“Even
with us something like that happens once in awhile...Every once and so often,
something so touching, so incandescent, so alive transfigures the human face
that it's almost beyond bearing.”
 Transfiguration Sunday: Why is this a thing?
 UMC Discipleship article gives two reasons:
1. “We celebrate the revelation of Christ's glory "before the passion" so that
we may ‘be strengthened to bear our cross and be changed into his likeness.’ The focus of the Lenten season is renewed discipline in walking in the
way of the cross and rediscovery of the baptismal renunciation of evil and
sin and our daily adherence to Christ”
2. “In the biblical context, the synoptic gospels narrate the Transfiguration
as a bridge between Jesus' public ministry and his passion. From the time of
the Transfiguration, Jesus sets his face to go to Jerusalem and the cross.”

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us not keep our treasures stored in the mountaintops of our fears of how others
might use them, but pour them out so they might be used to transform all those who
find themselves in the valleys of hunger, of loss, of loneliness, and of injustice.
This we ask in the name of your Beloved. Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God #804, insert)....................................................................................
“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”
BAPTISM OF TREY NORTON ……………………………….…………………....Pastor Sommer Bower
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Clerk of Session, Darryl Hawkins
On behalf of the session, I present Terry McDonald & Trey Norton, who have been
received into the membership of this congregation by Affirmation of Faith.
1 Peter 2:9
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of the One who called you out of darkness into
God’s marvelous light.
RENUNCIATIONS
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce
evil and its power in the world?
I do.
Who is your Lord and Savior?
Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?
I will, with God’s help.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
Terry McDonald & Trey Norton, you have publicly professed your faith. Will you be
faithful members of this congregation, share in its worship and ministry through your
prayers and gifts, your study and service, and so fulfill your calling to be a disciple of
Jesus Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
PRAYER

WELCOME
Let us welcome Terry McDonald & Trey Norton as they joins us in the worship and
mission of the church.
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us the ministry of
Christ. Hallelujah! Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God #476, insert)………….........................................................................
“O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!”
V

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...…..................................Camron Cummings, pianist

.
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