PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK, 98l.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Lily Ingle
Gloria Johnson

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Deb Aziz, close friend of the Parks’ family. She had a stroke. Deb used to live in Americus,
worked at Habitat and was a Sumter Player. She now lives in Atlanta and is in the hospital.
-Will Krenson’s birthmother, Leta Bateman of Tarboro, NC, has been fighting stage 4 colon
cancer for over 7 years. Will has known her since he was 18, and they are very close.
She was placed on hospice last week. Please pray for Leta and Will.
Cards may be sent to:
Will Krenson - 1105 Elm Avenue, Americus, GA 31709
- Meda Krenson’s mother, Jeane DuBose passed away at the age of 96
after being placed on hospice Friday, February 5th.
Cards may be sent to:
Meda Krenson - 811 South Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Steve and Beth Spoon, (ALS, Melanie's in-laws)
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
-

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to add
someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

“Christ in the Wilderness”
By Ivan Kramskoi (1837-1887)
Collection Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow, Russia
Medium: Oil on Canvas Public Domain: Wikimedia

What do we believe?
We believe in a God who is everywhere and right here,
Bigger than the sky and in the smallest details,
All at once and in every moment.
We believe that God meets us where we are—
In heartbreak and high hopes,
Around crowded tables and in quiet homes,
In joy and in suffering,
In loneliness and in connection,
In sanctuaries and in living rooms,
In prayer vigils and in waiting rooms.
We believe that nothing we do or leave undone
Can distance us from God’s love.
God is forever drawing us close and pulling us in.
Again and again, God meets us where we are
And invites us into wholeness.
Thanks be to God for a love like that.

Meeting of the Congregation
and the Corporation
Sunday, February 21st
immediately following Worship
for the purpose of electing
corporation officers:

President/CEO - Jim Buffaloe
Vice President - Cynthia Richmond
CFO- Bill Krenson
Secretary - Darryl Hawkins
And approving Pastor’s Terms of Call

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Class of 2023
Jim Buffaloe
Meda Krenson
Cynthia Richmond
Sharon Parks
Earl Williams
Joy Thompson
2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson
FEBRUARY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Sunday, February 14th, Trey Norton was baptized and then Terry McDonald and Trey
Norton joined our church! Hallelujah! God is GOOD!
- A (virtual) Centering Prayer group began meeting on Sundays at 3:30pm, starting Sunday,
February 14th. One of the resources being used is the book Into the Silent Land: A Guide to
the Christian Practice of Contemplation by Martin Laird.
- Ash Wednesday was on Wednesday, February 17th. We held an in-person worship service
at 12:00 noon in our sanctuary and it is available to watch on our Facebook page.
-SAMA met virtually on Thursday, Feb.18th
- TODAY! Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation, Sunday, February 21st
immediately following Worship for the purpose of electing corporation officers and approving Pastor's Terms of Call.
- Starting February 23rd, Lent Bible Study will be offered every Tuesday at 12 noon during
Lent. Open to all in-person, and offered on Facebook Live.
- Session Meeting, Tuesday, February 23rd at 6:00pm.
- GSW Pres House board will be using the church fellowship hall on Thursday, Feb.25 from
1-3 pm
- A free Enneagram Seminar is being offered by our Executive Presbyter, Deb Tregaskis, for
anyone in our Presbytery! The date is Saturday, February 27th from 10am-12 noon. Virtual
log-in information can be found on the Presbytery website at www.flintriverpresbytery.org
If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church
office at 229-924-2162. Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or
you use the bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship. Thank you!

 Baptism calls us into ministry within the world, not away from the world. To
be baptized is to be last, to serve or even to be crucified for the sake of love of
God, neighbor or even enemy.
 Repentance and confession can often be met with resistance. Can we reclaim
the language of repentance and confession not as an acknowledgment of how lowly
and worthless we are, but as an unburdening. New Year’s is a time when people
begin cleaning out, making resolutions to simplify. Confession and repentance is a
simplification- remove the clutter of sin from your life and focus on God in Christ.
How can we invite people to unburden themselves and simply their lives for
ministry?
 Pheme Perkins states, “From the Christian perspective, John the Baptist did not
awaken a repentance that heralded God’s judgment. Rather, repentance and anticipation evoked by John’s preaching provided a receptive audience for Jesus’
ministry.” Do you agree with this? Does repentance and the anticipation/hope for/
acceptance of God’s grace prepare us to hear Jesus’ message or is this Jesus’
message?
 Perhaps we need to repent (message of John) before we can hear the good
news. Can we “be saved” if we do not believe we need to be saved?

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605
~ Prayers adapted from a prayer by Presbyterian Pastor Rev. Sarah Are, Sanctified Art LLC, currently a pastor at
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas and a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia

Sunday, February 21, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
First Sunday of Lent: A Time of Wilderness
Family of Faith, let us center ourselves before Worship.

Again and again, God meets us where we are. God’s love knows no bounds, which is hard for us
to understand and easy for us to forget. Therefore, we remember together that we are not alone.
And we once again ask for God’s grace in that holy reminder. For, how can we long for a deeper
relationship with you while living like you are nowhere to be found? Forgive our self-centered
ways. Remind us that in every breath, in every step, you are there. You are the God who meets
us where we are. Before and behind, above and below, within and around. Amen.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: God meets us in the night—
All: Before the sun rises,
Before the wound heals,
Before there are answers,
Before there is closure.
One: God meets us in the light—
All: Where joy is effervescent,
Where laughter is contagious,
Where flowers bloom from cracks in the sidewalk,
And where people gather around the table.
One: God meets us at the threshold—
All: At the edge of the water,
At the beginning of the wilderness,
At the start of something new,
On the edge of faith.
One: And if God meets us in all those places,
Then surely God meets us in between—
All: Staying with us through the wilderness.
One: We are not alone. God is all around.
All: Let us worship the God of the here and now.
HYMN (Blue #476, insert)...................................................................................................
“O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!”



Proclamation
 Repentance- turning away from temptation and our own personal sins, as well
as the sins of the world (over importance, power, wealth, despair, apathy, etc)
 Kingdom of God - used 14 times in the Gospel of Mark
 Does Jesus’ path then become our own?
How do we respond to temptation and what will our proclamation be?
The arrest of John
 This event, more than the baptism and the temptation is what inaugurated Jesus’ ministry
The euangelion - a proclamation used to proclaim victories of the Roman empire, is
here being recast as proclaiming God’s kingdom/empire.
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 If through Christ we are all sons and daughters of God, then how do we respond
to that call? By resisting Temptation, accepting the care of “angels” and proclaiming prophetic good news?
 Is our Christian calling much different that Jesus’? We are baptized- God claims
us a beloved son or daughter. We are tempted- life is filled with temptation - we
resist or repent from temptation. We are called to proclaim the good news of resisting temptation. This is not just a story about the beginning of Jesus’ ministry,
but is our calling.
 This is a great opportunity to talk about Baptism- what is it? Why do we do it?
Why do we baptize infants, as well as adults? What does our baptism mean? Is Baptism an act of the individual turning to God or of God claiming an individual or
both?
Baptism is central to many of our Christian traditions- yet for many it has
devolved into a cultural thing you do to make Grandma and Grandpa happy- it is
time to reclaim baptism.

 Son of God - Davidic Kingship (Psalm 2:7)
 Proclamation directly connects with Transfiguration (Coming up on Feb 15)
Also connects with Isaiah 42:1-”But here is my servant, the one I uphold;
my chosen, who brings me delight. I've put my spirit
upon him; he will bring justice to the nations.“
Does anyone else hear this proclamation? It seems this is just for Jesus
(and us)‚ You are my son not ‚This is my son (Matthew 3:17) What will it
take for us to make a similar proclamation (You are my savior)?
 Words are just for Jesus (we are voyeurs on a private divine proclamation)
 Are the words of God to Jesus any different that they are to us in Baptism?
Are we not the sons and daughters of God, redeemed and with whom God is
pleased?
 Temptation
 No specifics - Jesus was tempted and Jesus resisted
 Jesus is remaking the Israelite story- led into the wilderness Jesus resists
temptation where the Israelites succumbed.
 Wilderness
Jesus accepts the wilderness- does not complain against it but instead is
content with the wild animals and the angels - unlike the Israelites who
desires slavery and idolatry over the wilderness
Wilderness is not only a physical place but a spiritual place - to be tested
and transformed. The Wisdom of the Desert by Thomas Merton:
It would perhaps be too much to say that the world needs another
movement such as that which drew these men into the deserts of
Egypt and Palestine. Ours is certainly a time for solitaries and for
hermits. But merely to reproduce the simplicity, austerity and prayer
of these primitive souls is not a complete or satisfactory answer. We
must transcend them, and transcend all those who, since their time,
have gone beyond the limits which they set. We must liberate ourselves, in our own way, from involvement in a world that is plunging
to disaster. But our world is different from theirs. Our involvement in
it is more complete. Our danger is far more desperate. Our time,
perhaps, is shorter than we think.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Holy God, If I am honest, faith often feels like water in my hands. No matter how hard
I try to hold onto it, some of it always slips through. So as we prepare to read scripture,
I pray that once again, you would meet us here. Meet us in our hope and our
heartache. Meet us in our fear and our joy, Meet us in our cupped hands and clenched
fists. And even if we do not have a sky-parting moment of clarity, we will trust that you
are near, Always and forever meeting us here, Running toward our hearts.
Gratefully we pray, Amen.

SCRIPTURE
Mark 1:9-15 Common English Bible (CEB)
Jesus is baptized and tempted
9 About that time, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and John baptized him in the
Jordan River. 10 While he was coming up out of the water, Jesus saw heaven splitting
open and the Spirit, like a dove, coming down on him. 11 And there was a voice from
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.”
12 At once the Spirit forced Jesus out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness
for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was among the wild animals, and the angels took
care of him.
Jesus’ message
14 After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee announcing God’s good news, 15
saying, “Now is the time! Here comes God’s kingdom! Change your hearts and lives,
and trust this good news!”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE.....................................................................…............... Pastor Sommer Bower
“It’s time! The kingdom of God is near!
Seek forgiveness, change your actions, and believe this good news!”

HYMN (Blue #81, insert)………….“Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”….………..……..

V

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN (Blue #281, insert)..................................................................................................
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
*BENEDICTION
Family of faith, if you hear nothing else today, hear this:
God is here. God sees you. God knows you.
God meets you at the edge of every new beginning,
And God calls you beloved.
We are washed by the water.
We are called beloved.
Thanks be to God for a love like that.
*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...…..................................Camron Cummings, pianist

and geopolitically cut off from Judea by Samaria.” (Ched Myers, Binding the
Strong Man, p. 128)
 Jordan: Sacred river
Unknown, mysterious location, much like Moses and Elijah
The dividing line between wilderness and promised land
The final stop along the exodus
 Baptism of Jesus (sinner or not?)
 Directly connected to last week- Transfiguration
 The sinless paradox - John proclaims a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins‚ (v.4). If Jesus was sinless (as he is traditionally thought to be)
then why would he come to be baptized?
 Why Does Jesus need to be Baptized? To repent (turn away) from sin or to
repent (turn away) from the world (i.e. political power, institutional religious
oppression, wealth, etc.)
 Only Gospel that has Jesus directly baptized by John, later Gospels omit the
baptism by John (Luke and John) or explain it away (Matthew)
 Heaven torn open - foreshadows the tearing of the temple in Mark 15
 In Mark, baptism feels more like a coronation. Jesus is given the title “Son of
God” after this ritual.
 “In some Christian circles the title Son of God included attributes of preexistence and equality with God (John 1). In Mark, the ‘Son of God’ was more
likely understood as the raising of a human being to a special status with God;
counterparts include both the Davidic king and the Roman emperor. God
'adopted’ Jesus as God’s son, as the king was adopted by God in Psalm
2:7.” (Jewish Annotated Bible)
 Not about sin so much as Jesus’ fulfilling two roles: Royal Messiah and Suffering Servant.
 Alludes to the whole story- this sets up the life, death and resurrection of Jesus:
 Chapter 1: God proclaims Jesus is God’s son, in chapter 15 the centurion will
proclaim Jesus is God’s son.
 Spirit descends on Jesus - Suffering Servant of Isaiah 42 and Savior of Israel
(Isaiah 64:1 - “If only you would tear open the heavens and come down…”)

picture taken of the "Organ Pipe National Monument" in Western Arizona

Mark 1: 9-15 BIBLE STUDY
 If this were a Star Wars movie- we would still be in the yellow text- important?
Yes, but really just setting the scene for what is to come
 Nazareth and Galilee and the Jordan
 Nazareth: An insignificant town
“One would expect the hero to be credentialed through miraculous origins or a solid
genealogy… Mark however, stresses Jesus’ obscure origins, ‘from Nazareth’ is
tantamount to introducing him as ‘Jesus from Nowheresville.’ (Ched Myers, Binding
the Strong Man, p. 128)
 Galilee: Jewish, but NOT Judea
“Galilee was notorious; the northern border of Palestine, it was regarded
with contempt and suspicion by most southern Jews… Galilee was surrounded by
Hellenistic cities, populated heavily by gentiles, predominantly poor,

