First Presbyterian Church

PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK, 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Bill and Meda Krenson
Eddie Krenson
Will Krenson

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Deb Aziz, close friend of the Parks’ family. She had a stroke. Deb used to live in Americus,
worked at Habitat and was a Sumter Player. She now lives in Atlanta and is in the hospital.
-Will Krenson’s birthmother, Leta Bateman of Tarboro, NC, passed away. Please pray for Will.
Cards may be sent to:
Will Krenson - 1105 Elm Avenue, Americus, GA 31709
- Meda Krenson’s mother, Jeane DuBose passed away at the age of 96
after being placed on hospice Friday, February 5th.
Cards may be sent to:
Meda Krenson - 811 South Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Steve and Beth Spoon, (ALS, Melanie's in-laws)
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

-

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Ancient cross close to Crazywell Pool on southern Dartmoor. It may well have been used as a
marker for the track from the monastery at Buckfast to the monastery at Tavistock.

2nd Sunday in Lent
This Second Sunday in Lent, we are looking at how Peter tried to talk Jesus out of
going to his death, but Jesus rebuked Peter. Right after Peter’s declaration that Jesus
is the Messiah, Jesus began to tell the disciples that he must undergo suffering and
death. This marked a shift in Jesus’ ministry, turning toward Jerusalem and death—
a different direction that the disciples understood the Messiah to be going before this.
Peter took Jesus aside and rebuked him, but Jesus turned and rebuked him back with
the famous words, “Get behind me Satan!” Peter and the others had set their mind
not on divine things but human things. Jesus then addressed the disciples along with
the crowd that had gathered, declaring those who were faithful must deny themselves
and take up their cross. Those who wanted to save their life would lose it. Those who
would lose their life for Jesus’s sake, for the sake of the gospel, would find it. This
passage marked a pivotal point for the Gospel of Mark, from the teaching and
healing ministry, into who Jesus knew the Messiah would be, not what others
thought the Messiah should be.

What do we believe?

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

We believe.
Sometimes our belief is confident,
Like a child on a dance floor— Unashamed and wildly genuine.
We believe.
Sometimes our belief is distant, Flickering and calling out to us
Like a lighthouse on the sea.
We believe.
Sometimes our belief shows up as passion,
Guiding the way we vote, shop, give, live, trust, and hope.
We believe.
Sometimes our belief is like a shadow—
Faith stitched to our heels, unmoveable, unloseable.
We believe.
Sometimes our belief exists like growing pains.
We step forward. We fall back.
But again and again, Jesus invites us to listen,
To grow, and to take another step.
So again and again, We speak these truths out loud:
We believe.
We believe.
Again and again, we believe.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Class of 2022
Class of 2023
Jim Buffaloe
Meda Krenson
Cynthia Richmond
Sharon Parks
Earl Williams
Joy Thompson
2020 Corporation Officers
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond
CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins
FEBRUARY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Sunday, February 14th, Trey Norton was baptized and then Terry McDonald and Trey
Norton joined our church! Hallelujah! God is GOOD!
- A (virtual) Centering Prayer group began meeting on Sundays at 3:30pm, starting Sunday,
February 14th. One of the resources being used is the book Into the Silent Land: A Guide to
the Christian Practice of Contemplation by Martin Laird.
- Ash Wednesday was on Wednesday, February 17th. We held an in-person worship service
at 12:00 noon in our sanctuary and it is available to watch on our Facebook page.
-SAMA met virtually on Thursday, Feb.18th
- Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation, Sunday, February 21st
immediately following Worship for the purpose of electing corporation officers and approving Pastor's Terms of Call.
- Starting February 23rd, Lent Bible Study will be offered every Tuesday at 12 noon during
Lent. Open to all in-person, and offered on Facebook Live.
- Session Meeting, Tuesday, February 23rd at 6:00pm.
- GSW Pres House board will be using the church fellowship hall on Thursday, Feb.25 from
1-3 pm
- A free Enneagram Seminar is being offered by our Executive Presbyter, Deb Tregaskis, for
anyone in our Presbytery! The date is Saturday, February 27th from 10am-12 noon. Virtual
log-in information can be found on the Presbytery website at www.flintriverpresbytery.org
If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church
office at 229-924-2162. Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or
you use the bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship. Thank you!

 Lose life to gain it
Not a suicide mission, but he wants followers to understand his life is
about more than leftover bread and calmed storms.
Also a reminder that the only way to fully live, is to live for others.
Not about a spiritual asceticism, but about one’s physical safety and
dedication to the Kingdom of God. “The threat to punish by death is the
bottom line of the power of the state; fear of this threat keeps the dominant
order intact. By resisting this fear and pursuing kingdom practice even at the
cost of death, the disciple contributes to shattering the powers’ reign of
death in history.” Myers, p 247
 The great irony here is that Peter who says he will deny himself and follow
Jesus will be the one who, when it matters, will save his own life and deny Jesus.
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 When do we feel temptation to take the easy road? When we’re called to a
difficult task, there is inevitably a time when we wonder if it is worth it. We start to
think of plan B, or some way to sneak away. I saw a poster a long time ago that said
“The workout begins the moment you want to quit.” In a way, Jesus ministry really
begins when he is first tempted to take the easy way out. Instead he reminds
everyone that his path does in fact head straight for the cross. The lie of redemptive
violence (the idea that violence is a good and appropriate response to evil)
permeates nearly every part of our culture: from cartoons (think Popeye, Bugs
Bunny or Wile E. Coyote) to celebrity twitter battles, to bullying, to how we teach
history, to how we interpret the cross. The cross does not justify violence. In dying
on the cross Jesus breaks the cycles of violence and refuses to participate in the
myth of redemptive violence. The idea that one would not “strike back” is so radical
that the disciples cannot wrap their minds around it. The idea that we can solve the
world’s problems through violence leads us further down the road of nuclear
weapons, domestic abuse, and school shootings. It is time to stop the cycles of
violence - even if it means our own deaths - to take up our cross and begin to truly
follow Jesus.
Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605
~ Prayers adapted from a prayer by Presbyterian Pastor Rev. Sarah Are, Sanctified Art LLC, currently a pastor at
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas and a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia

Sunday, February 28, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
2nd Sunday in Lent
Family of Faith, let us center ourselves before Worship
Listening God, Take what is closed in us and open it.
Take what is distracted in us and settle it.
Take what is hurting in us and hold it.
Take any and all parts of us that create distance from you.
For we are like Peter, O God.
We argue what we don’t know. We fear what we cannot see.
And we almost always speak sooner than we listen.
So open us, settle us, hold us, and forgive us.
We long to hear you more clearly.
We long to know you more fully.
With hope we pray, And with gratitude we confess. Amen.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
Today in worship, we will be reminded that again and again, we are called to
listen. This is part of our invitation as people of faith—to not only speak, pray,
and sing, but to listen. On this holy day of worship, may we listen and may we
pray.
Listen deep.
Listen far.
Listen wide.
This is a holy space.
Let us worship God.
HYMN (Blue #142, insert)...................................................................................................
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”







James and John arguing who sits at the right hand
Reveals the difficult of the church to accept a crucified Christ
“The Human One”, Myers, Binding the Strong Man
 Jesus is calling back to Daniel 7:13 and even 4 Ezra (from the Apocrypha) in
which the Human One, “represents the true “human” government as opposed to the brutality of the “beasts” in the visions” p. 243
 Where as Peter’s declaration of Messiah means royal triumph and the
restoration of Israel, Jesus’ Human One means suffering because “as an
advocate of true justice, the Human One as critic of the debt code and Sabbath necessarily comes into the conflict with the ‘elders and chief priest and
scribes’ (8:31).” p. 244
 Exchange with Peter
 Peter just made the declaration that Jesus is the Christ.
 He’s about to tag along on Transfiguration
 In between, he’s Satan.
“Get behind me” is in direct opposition to “Come after me,” which is what
Jesus told Peter to do when they first met.
 Peter’s mistake is in stepping out of order. Jesus demands that he “get back
in line,” or simply, “let me lead.”
 Satan, or ‘tempter,’ is briefly mentioned in Mark 1. Peter here is tempting
Jesus to let up, to do less than what he was called to do.
Is Peter wrong?
 Peter declares Jesus is Messiah - Jesus does not say (here in Mark,
although he does in other Gospels) that Peter is correct, but instead silences
Peter
 Jesus goes on to say he is the Human One who must suffer - very different
from the Messiah (a term typically reserved for royal triumph and the
restoration of Israel).
Call to Discipleship
 Shift from the disciples to the whole crowd
 Take up their cross - direct reference to the Roman Empire that used
crucifixion to silence and execute dissidents.
This may have been a recruiting slogan for Jewish rebels, guerillas, and
insurgents who fought against Rome. Myers p. 246





 Begins a new phase of Mark. Up until now, things were going relatively
smoothly. There were miracles, healings, feedings. There has been some
conflict, but nothing too serious. From here on, things turn darker. After
Transfiguration, there are conflicts, arguments, and Jesus predicts his death
two more times. In all the Gospels, this is a part of a much larger story that is
a transition. By Jesus’ own words, the story from here leads to the Cross.
 All three synoptic Gospels tie these events together:
Peter says “You are the Christ.”
Jesus predicts his death, Peter rebukes Jesus. Jesus rebukes Peter (not
in Luke)
Jesus teaches about saving and losing your life - All must “take up their
cross,”
Transfiguration
Jesus heals a boy.
Prediction about death/arrest
Alternating Private/Public words
 Public: Prediction of death and resurrection
 Private: Exchange with Peter.
 Public: Lose life to gain it.
Prediction of death and resurrection
 Begs questions: “How much did Jesus know?” or “Was it Jesus’ mission to
die?”
High Christology: Jesus knew from start exactly what was happening,
and death on the cross was his mission from day one.
Low Christology: Jesus knew that the things he was teaching were not
going to be tolerated. He knew, even provoked, conflict that led to his
death, but the teaching and community he built was the mission, not
his death.
Answering this determines much about the rest of Lent, and the way
we see Resurrection. If mission was to die, then it could be argued that
resurrection is superfluous.
 Failure of the disciples
Three first of three passion predictions
Each is followed by a failure of the disciples
Peter's rebuke
Who is the greatest

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Once again, we come to you with bowed heads and hopeful hearts, asking that you
would lend us your ears. Help us to hear as you hear so that we can live as you lived.
We are listening. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Mark 8:31-38

New Revised Standard Version

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.”
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake,
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the
whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?
38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory
of his Father with the holy angels.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN (Blue #288, insert)…………………………………………………………………..………..……………....
“I Sing The Mighty Power of God”
MESSAGE.....................................................................…............... Pastor Sommer Bower
“Conflict at its best”

Bible Study on Mark 8: 31-38

Church at the summit of the Wendelstein mountain, Bavaria, Germany.

INITIAL THOUGHTS
 Passage has been used to keep people in bondage of suffering in abusive
relationships. The words “take up thy cross,” can be a powerful tool of abuse. This
doesn’t mean we need to abandon the language, but we need to be careful, and
understand the ways Jesus’ words have been used for evil.
 After this, we leave Mark in the lectionary until Palm Sunday (if you do Palm
Sunday)
 John 2:13-22 Jesus cleanses the Temple
 John 3:14-21 Jesus tells Nicodemus he must be born again
 John 12:20-33 Jesus teaches about his death

BIBLE STUDY
 Literary Context
 Come immediately after Jesus asking, “Who do you say that I am?” and
Peter proclaims “You are the Christ.” The part about Peter’s name being
changed is not here. That already happened, without any fanfare, in Mark
3:16.
 Comes immediately before the Transfiguration, which was two weeks ago.

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN (Blue #379, insert)..................................................................................................
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
*BENEDICTION
People of God, hear this good news. No matter what we have done or left undone, we
are held in God’s hand. So rest in this good news:
God invites us in.
God meets us where we are.
God hears our prayers.
God forgives us.
Thanks be to God for a love like that. Believing this good news, leave this place to love
and serve the Lord!
*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...…..................................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

