
PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK, 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Mary Mackey 

Tom and Sharon McFarland 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Cynthia Titus (friend of BJ Bryan) fell and broke her shoulder in two places. 

- Deb Aziz, close friend of the Parks’ family. She had a stroke. Deb used to live in Americus, 
worked at Habitat and was a Sumter Player. She now lives in Atlanta and is in the hospital.   

- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks 
 dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments  

- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed  
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 

 - Steve Spoon, who has ALS, was diagnosed with Pneumonia on Feb.28th and is rapidly 
 declining. (Melanie McFarland Spoon's in-laws )  
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

 
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 

-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  

 
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 

like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  
 
 
 

If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the  
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office 

at 229-924-2162.  Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the 
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship.  Thank you!  

 

  

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bernardo Bellotto (1722-1780) 
“Jesus Cleansing the Temple” 

National Museum in Warsaw, Poland  
Public Domain  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 What do we believe? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We believe in a God who knows holy rage— 
A God who stands with the underdog, 

Who passionately protects the suffering, 
And who overturns systems of corruption. 

We believe in a God who leads by example— 
Feeding the hungry, 

Welcoming the children, 
Offering water to the Samaritan, 

Eating with the tax collector, 
Healing the sick, 

Preaching from the mountaintop, 
And offering second chances. 

We believe in a God who knew that we would lose our way, 
And still said, “This is my body broken for you.” 

We believe in a God who knew our capacity for mistakes, 
And still said, “I'm going to prepare a place for you.” 

And because of this love, 
We believe that God shows us the way, 

Again and again and again. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been 

paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor 
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2021                                    Class of 2022                                     Class of 2023 
Russ Childers                                    Jim Buffaloe             Meda Krenson 
Emily Collins                                     Cynthia Richmond            Sharon Parks 
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams            Joy Thompson 

 

2021 Corporation Officers 
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond  

CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins  
 

MARCH 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR 
- Starting February 23rd, Lent Bible Study will be offered every Tuesday at 12 noon during 
Lent. Open to all in-person, and offered on Google Meets. 
 

- A (virtual) Centering Prayer group began meeting on Sundays at 3:30pm, starting Sunday, 
February 14th. One of the resources being used is the book Into the Silent Land: A Guide to 
the Christian Practice of Contemplation by Martin Laird. 
 

 -The Worship Committee will meet virtually on Tuesday, March 2nd at 7pm via Google 
Meets  
 

- The Ministry CSM (Community Services Ministry) will open their doors once again on 
Thursday, March 4th! CSM is open every Thursday from 9am till 11:30am and helps people 
struggling to pay their bills. Spread the good news & please pray for the volunteers!  
 

- Session Meeting, Tuesday, March 23rd at 6:00pm. 
 

- Rev. Glenda Hollingshead, Pastor of First Presbyterian of Valdosta, leads a mini-retreat for 
absolutely anyone, "Julian of Norwich: A Mystic for Today," on Saturday, March 27th from 
10am-12:30pm via Zoom.  To register for this FREE retreat, email Elizabeth Cantrell 
(ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org)  
 

- Flint River Presbytery is excited about the Young Adult Ministry Internship Program. This 
pilot program encourages high school and college students within the presbytery to apply 
for one of five internships to be offered over the summer of 2021.  For more information 
about the program and to review an application, go to: www.flintriverpresbytery.org/cen/  
Application deadline is Monday, May 6th at 5pm.  

  



 

 

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 
~ Prayers adapted from a prayer by Presbyterian Pastor Rev. Sarah Are, Sanctified Art LLC, currently a pastor at  

Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas and a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia 

“He acts authoritatively in his Father’s house, the temple, because the basic 
dwelling place of the Lord, the God of Israel, is henceforth to be Jesus ’ body. 
This body is the ‘temple’ of the Evangelist’s concern. The deed of Jesus indi-
cates that (Gerard Sloyan, Interpretation: John, p. 41) 

 At the time of John’s Gospel the temple has already been destroyed 
 The first passion prediction 
 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 
 Good summary: “The narration happens in real time, as if the reader can see 

everything that Jesus sees. Yet, Jesus’ command to the dove sellers differs 
strikingly from the accounts in Matthew, Mark, and Luke (Matthew 21:12-13; 
Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48). Instead of a concern for temple malpractices 
(“den of robbers”), Jesus orders that his Father’s house not be made a market-
place. For the temple system to survive, however, the ordered transactions of a 
marketplace were essential. The temple had to function as a place of exchange 
for maintaining and supporting the sacrificial structures. Jesus is not quibbling 
about maleficence or mismanagement but calls for a complete dismantling of 
the entire system. Underneath this critique lies also the intimation that the  
temple itself is not necessary. At the center of such theological statements is the 
fundamental question of God’s location, which will be confirmed in the dialogue 
between Jesus and the Jewish authorities.” (Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher) 

 What tables would Jesus turn over in our churches today? What would he see 
that would cause him to pull out his whip? 
 What barriers do we put up before people and God? Membership? Confirma-
tion? Church-y language? Inaccessible buildings? 
 Are we willing to worship with the money changers and cattle sellers? Those 

who have been bullies, exploiters and betrayers?  
 

Sunday, March 7, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
3rd Sunday in Lent  

 
Family of Faith, go to God in prayer before worship 

Science tells us that a person makes about 35,000 choices in a day. 
35,000 choices each and every day! 

In this time of prayer as we prepare for worship,  we pause to take a moment to think 
and to ask: How many of our decisions are choices God would have us make? 

How many are not? So let us worship together, knowing that we need guidance,  
and trusting that even if we fall, God is showing us the way. 
God, be in our decision making. Draw near to our choices. 

Forgive our mistakes. And as you do, 
flip every table, habit, belief, or point of view that needs adjusting. 

With hope we pray for a better day. Amen. 
 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                              Walter Cornwell, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                              
 
 

Again and again, 
We come to this space. 
We gather as a community. 
We move closer to God. 
God is here. 
We are met. 
We are heard. 
We are shown the way. 
So again and again, 
Let us worship holy God. 
 
 
 

HYMN (Blue #35, insert)..................................................................................................... 
                       “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”  

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2CbANy1
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2377


 

 

 

 

“Then my Lord God will come and all the Holy Ones with him...And there 
shall no longer be traders in the House of the Lord of hosts on that day.” - 
Zechariah 14:15,  

 “That day” of the Lord’s coming is here and Jesus’ driving out the 
  traders indicates that God has come to the temple incarnate in Jesus  

“Jesus orders that his Father’s house not be made a marketplace. Yet, for 
the temple system to survive, the ordered transactions of a marketplace 
were essential… Jesus is not quibbling about maleficence or mismanagement 
but calls for a complete dismantling of the entire system. Underneath this 
critique lies also the intimation that the temple itself is not necessary. At the 
center of such theological statements is the fundamental question of God ’s  
location.” (Karoline Lewis, Fortress Biblical Preaching Commentaries: John, p. 
42). 

 Religious Marketplace - are we that much better? 
 Beware using this as a soapbox to condemn external injustices - Jesus is 
bringing it home to the doors of your church. Is your church a marketplace or 
a house of prayer? 

 Explicit charging - building use, weddings, funerals, etc 
 Implicit charging - what people wear, how they smell, how they look, 
are they able to get into your church 

“...both the prophetic impulse and institutions are essential. The same 
preachers who are deeply responsible for the health of the institutional 
church are also called urgently to respond to the prophetic impulse,  
summoning both church and world to do better than we currently do. This 
inescapably creates ongoing tension, for the church without the prophetic 
impulse quickly devolves into mirroring the values of the prevailing powers, 
while the prophetic impulse that does not develop and sustain enduring  
institutions is quickly pushed to the margins, ignored and forgotten, or 
worse, co-opted to serve the very powers it originally bore witness against.” 
Shupe, P. C. (2008). Pastoral Perspective on John 2:13–22. Feasting on the 
Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary: Year B (Vol. 2, p. 94). 

 Temple as the place where you went to encounter God - Jesus is the new tem-
ple (v. 22) Through Jesus you encounter God 

 

 

 

 

https://amzn.to/3kq5yCJ
https://amzn.to/3qVx9yb
https://amzn.to/3qVx9yb


 

 

 

 

 Passover - Jesus’ death is not his first Jerusalem Passover (according to John)  

 Money changers and animal sellers - providing a necessary service of  
convenience. Are they any different than the beer and hot dog vendors at a 
baseball game? Or the token vendors at the arcade (might be dating myself on 
this one) 

 “We do not have any strong evidence - only our imaginations - bolster 
the view that the necessary trade in birds and beasts was thought to be an 
abuse or that this was Jesus’ main concern with it. Once again, in this Gos-
pel, the symbolism assigned to the historical event is more important than 
the event itself.” (Gerard Sloyan, Interpretation: John, p. 40) 

 Alludes to the end of Zechariah (14:21), “And there shall no longer be  
traders in the house of the LORD of hosts on that day. “ 

 Now that Jesus has come, “God is spirit and those who worship 
 ANGRY Jesus 

 Acknowledge the awkwardness of an ANGRY Jesus 
 Jesus drives them out with a “whip of cords” - YIPE 

 Righteous anger- at this of all things is uncomfortable- not directed at the 
Pharisees or Sadducees or Romans, but those profiting from people encounter-
ing God 
 Jesus drives the sheep and cattle out, but not the people- they are allowed to 
remain in the temple 

 Cleansing the temple does not mean driving out the people- even the un-
faithful exploiters- it means removing their means of exploitation. 

 Why is Jesus mad? 

 Exploitation - the cost of the sacrificial doves and animals was too high and 
exploited those seeking grace. 
 Barrier - an unnecessary barrier that kept people from worshiping God  

 Profiting materially from faith and people’s desire to be in relationship with 
God - are we that much different? 

 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Creator God, We don’t just want to listen. We want to hear you. We want to read  
scripture aloud and know that you are as close as you have always been. We want to 
read scripture aloud and feel your word resonating inside our bones. We want to read 
scripture aloud and Have your words stuck in our heads like a melody, Falling off our 

lips like a song. Creator God, We don’t just want to listen, we want to hear you. So turn 
our hearts toward you, just as you turned strangers into disciples. Turn our ears toward 

you, just as you turned tables in the temple. We are listening. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE 

John 2:13-22                    New Revised Standard Version 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the  
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers  
seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the  
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His 
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 
The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus  
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews 
then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After 
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
 
 
 

HYMN (Blue #432, insert)…………………………………………………………………..………..…………….... 
 

“How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” 

 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE.....................................................................…............... Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Abide in Me” 

 

 

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2CbANy1


 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Mark 8: 31-38  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bible Study on John 2: 13-22 
Jesus Cleansing the Temple 

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  

 If you are looking for the Mark passage see Mark 11:12-19 

 The Jews- the religious authorities - not meant to condemn all Jews - 

“The Jews,” could be translated, “The Judeans,” as D Mark Davis puts it, 
“Frankly, I believe it reflects the inner struggle for the soul of Jewish piety 
better than the anti-Semitic assumptions that often shape Christian interpreta-
tions.  

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Context 

 Unlike the synoptics- this happens at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry 

 right after Jesus’ first “sign” at the Wedding at Cana (cf. 2:11) 

http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/2015/03/liberating-temple.html


 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

COMMUNION  
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The  

communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. You are 
invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will bring  

elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to participate 
in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and thanksgiving to God 

for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living presence of Jesus,  
crucified and risen.  

 
 
 

HYMN (Blue #8, insert)...................................................................................................... 
          “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”  

 

*BENEDICTION         
Family of faith, the good news is that God took on flesh and walked this earth to show 

us the way. God took on flesh so that we could see what it looks like to disrupt and 
overturn systems of corruption. God took on flesh to teach us another way. 

God took on flesh to point us to restoration. 
God took on flesh so that we might be forgiven. 

Friends, we are held, loved, and forgiven by a just and merciful God. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

Leave this time worship with the sure knowledge of your value in the eyes of God. 
 

 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...……….................................Walter Cornwell, pianist  

 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

  


