PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK, 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

4th Sunday in Lent

Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Jim and Marilyn Marble
Nancy Miller

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
Steve Spoon (Melanie McFarland Spoon's in-laws ) passed away Thursday, March 4, 2021,
after a long battle with ALS and then pneumonia in late February.
Condolences may be sent to:
Eric and Melanie Spoon
4025 Mary Louise Drive
Panama City, FL 32405
- Cynthia Titus (friend of BJ Bryan) fell and broke her shoulder in two places.
- Deb Aziz, close friend of the Parks’ family. She had a stroke. Deb used to live in Americus,
worked at Habitat and was a Sumter Player. She now lives in Atlanta and is in the hospital.
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office
at 229-924-2162. Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship. Thank you!

“Christ with Nicodemus”
By Hendrick van Steenwijck the younger (1580-1649)
National Trust Accension number 486225

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2021 Corporation Officers
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond
CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins

Family of Faith, go to God in prayer before worship
God of love,
We forget the beginning of the story—
That we were made from love, to be love, to give love.
Instead of rooting our narrative in the goodness refrain of creation,
We skip ahead and find our worth at the fall,
With Cain and Abel, lost in the wilderness.
We forget that first there was you, and you are love.
We forget that out of that love you created us.
We forget that from the very first day, you loved first.
We forget, because a love like that doesn’t make sense to us.
Forgive our low self-esteem. Forgive our resistance to love ourselves.
Forgive our hesitation to trust that even we could be made good.
And forgive our tendency to pass that doubt on—from generation to generation.
Write a new beginning for us that roots our confidence in your unrelenting love.
With hope we pray, again and again.
Our prayer on this day is that we strive to commit this truth to memory.

MARCH 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Starting February 23rd, Lent Bible Study will be offered every Tuesday at 12 noon during
Lent. Open to all in-person, and offered on Google Meets.
- A (virtual) Centering Prayer group began meeting on Sundays at 3:30pm, starting Sunday,
February 14th. One of the resources being used is the book Into the Silent Land: A Guide to
the Christian Practice of Contemplation by Martin Laird.
-The Worship Committee met virtually on Tuesday, March 2nd at 7pm via Google Meets
- The Ministry CSM (Community Services Ministry) opened their doors once again on
Thursday, March 4th! CSM is open every Thursday from 9am till 11:30am and helps people
struggling to pay their bills. Spread the good news & please pray for the volunteers!
- Session Meeting, Tuesday, March 23rd at 6:00pm.
- Rev. Glenda Hollingshead, Pastor of First Presbyterian of Valdosta, leads a mini-retreat for
absolutely anyone, "Julian of Norwich: A Mystic for Today," on Saturday, March 27th from
10am-12:30pm via Zoom. To register for this FREE retreat, email Elizabeth Cantrell
(ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org)
- Flint River Presbytery is excited about the Young Adult Ministry Internship Program. This
pilot program encourages high school and college students within the presbytery to apply
for one of five internships to be offered over the summer of 2021. For more information
about the program and to review an application, go to: www.flintriverpresbytery.org/cen/
Application deadline is Monday, May 6th at 5pm.

SERMON THOUGHTS
 Life and Death- the choice presented to Adam and Eve (Genesis 2), given to
the Israelites by Moses (Deut. 30) is once again raised by John. Not in terms of
immortality or the quantity of life, but rather the quality of life.
 This echos Jesus’s call to repentance/metanoia/ to change your hearts
and lives toward God
 Moses calls the Israelites to follow the commandments
 God calls Adam and Eve to obey God
 When we obey God’s commandments to love God, self and other - then
we live life to the fullest. When we do not- this leads to death.
“How can we experience life without its Author? Shame, eating disorders,
gender-based violence, climate change, shattered families, racism,
oppression, war, and death itself all are natural consequences of
humanity’s small and monumental choices to reach for peace in their own
way.” Lisa Sharon Harper, The Very Good Gospel
 What does it mean to “do truth.” How can we as a church do more truth? It
cannot be just about telling the truth, although that is an important part.
Expanding on the concept of “doing truth” could make for a sermon. Truth,
Justice, and Love seem to be linked by this passage. Part of loving the world is
acting for justice. Part of doing justice is telling the truth. Part of doing truth is
living in love.
 Memorizing John 3:16 separates belief from action.
 Belief is important, but verses 19-21 reveal that judgment comes not
based on belief, but on action.
 Remain in darkness or live in the light. The choice might start with belief,
but it is only revealed in actions.

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605
~ Prayers adapted from a prayer by Presbyterian Pastor Rev. Sarah Are, Sanctified Art LLC, currently a pastor at
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas and a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia

Sunday, March 14, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
What do we believe?
We believe that God loved first.
We believe that God breathed life into dust.
We believe that God said, “This is good,”
And because we believe that God loved first,
We strive to build lives that reflect God’s love.
May we begin again here. Amen.
PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, pianist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
Before we were born,
Before we took our first breath,
Before the week started,
Before the year started,
Before we said, “I love you,”
Before we said, “I’m sorry,”
Before we figured out who we really are,
Before we figured out who we want to be,
Before it all—
God loved us.
Unconditionally and freely, Fully and honestly—
God loved us.
Again and again, this is where our story begins.
Let us worship God!
HYMN (Glory to God #33, insert)……...……………………………………………...…………..………..……
“Praise the Lord! God’s Glories Show”

 These dichotomies reflect a “minority group defining itself not only within
the diversity of Judaism but also defining itself among followers of Jesus. In
this context, polemical language against the Jews and secret believers
functioned to affirm members of a minority community defining itself in
relationship to other communities making similar claims to truth. The
purpose is not to exclude others, rather to support those who likely make
difficult choices to belong. Likely the intent was to encourage others to join
them.” (Marilyn Salmon, from Working Preacher)



Purpose of the exclusive language is not actually to exclude, but to
invite.
The difference is demonstrated in real action
All things will eventually be exposed to light
Those who hate the light do wickedness. Those who remain in the
light do truth.
Life and Death/ Spirit and World/ Darkness and Light
 These divisions reflect a choice presented throughout scripture: separation
in Creation; life in the garden/death outside; life on the Ark/death in the
flood; life through the Exodus/death in the sea; Matthew 25- sheep/goats;
etc.
 The invitation is to choose life
Eternal Life - εχη ζωην αιωνιον (eck-ay zo-ain aionion)
 εχη - to have or hold - in the present tense - this is not something which is
coming but something which begins immediately: “The word here is in the
present tense. ETERNAL LIFE begins NOW. It is not a future reality, but a
present one found in Christ! Whoever is trusting in God has life which
continues into eternity.” (Rob Myallis)
 αιωνιον - does not mean eternally (aiodios- does refer to everlasting/
eternity), but rather refers to a set period of time- an aion/eon. An aion is
undefined but could easily mean this life - how we live fully in this moment,
this aion which we have been given

Recalls God’s continued saving work in the world. In the Wilderness,
there was a very present danger from which God was able to protect
the people.
God continues to protect the people, now through raising his Son.
 Just as the Israelites were saved from death by looking at the bronze
snake in the wilderness (Numbers reading) so all people can be saved by
looking to Jesus, but what does that mean?
Crucifixion? Jesus raised up on the cross.
 “Lift High the Cross” Hymn:
“Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred
name. Come, Christians follow this triumphant sign The hosts of God in unity combine. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, as thou hast promised, draw the
world to thee.” George William Kitchin and Michael Robert Newbolt, 1916.
 Lifted up as a model? Jesus raised up as the Way in which to follow.
 “Help Us Accept Each Other” hymn:
“Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; teach us as sister, brother, each
person to embrace. Be present, Lord, among us, and bring us to believe we are
ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.” Fred Kaan, 1974
 Resurrection? Jesus raised from the grave?
 “Because He Lives” hymn:
“Because he lives, I can face tomorrow; because he lives, all fear is gone. Because
I know he holds the future, and life is worth the living just because he lives.”
Gloria and William Gaither, 1971
 v. 16-21
 John often divides things into two distinct categories.
Spirit and World
Darkness and Light
Life and Death
Truth and Wickedness
Those that believe and those that do not

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God of the here and now—
We have heard the words, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son,”
Time and time again. We have read them on billboards, heard them in worship,
and seen them on signs. And yet we know, there is a difference between hearing
those words in passing and truly, deeply listening. We long to listen, God.
We long to hear your truth. We long to know your love.
Open our hearts and minds. We are listening. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
John 3:14-21
14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of
God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.
21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
their deeds have been done in God.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN (Glory to God #12, insert)………………………………………………………..………..……………....
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

MESSAGE.....................................................................…............... Pastor Sommer Bower
“True Motive”

Bible Study on John 3

Jesus and Nicodemus having a conversation in the TV series, The Chosen.
The series is the largest crowd-funded media project of all-time,
a multi-season series about the life of Christ entitled “The Chosen.”

JOHN 3:14-21
BIBLE STUDY
 Context: Discussion with Nicodemus
 Takes place at night, immediately after table turning incident in the Temple.
Jewish leaders are not happy with him.
 Nicodemus, a Jewish leader (Pharisee), is convinced by Jesus’ actions that
he is “a teacher who has come from God.” Implies that there are others who
have this same belief.
 Jesus responds that this isn’t enough. You must be “born anew” to see
God’s kingdom.
 Nicodemus does not understand, so Jesus explains that people must be
“born of the spirit.” Nicodemus still does not understand. This passage is a
part of Jesus’ explanation to Nicodemus.
 v 14-15
 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake” is a clear allusion to Numbers text for
this week.

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN (Blue #371, insert).................................................................................................
“Life High the Cross”
*BENEDICTION
Family of faith, no matter what we do, where we go, or what we tell ourselves—
God is love, and God is loving us.
Again and again, we are claimed, held, forgiven, and cared for.
Leave this holy space with that assurance in your life.
Thanks be to God. Amen!

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………............................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

