PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

5th Sunday in Lent

Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
David and Donna Minich
Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad and Alice
Jaimie Minich; Jonah
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
Steve Spoon (Melanie McFarland Spoon's father in-law ) passed away
Thursday, March 4, 2021, after a long battle with ALS and then pneumonia.
Condolences may be sent to:
Eric and Melanie Spoon
4025 Mary Louise Drive
Panama City, FL 32405
- Deb Aziz, close friend of the Parks’ family. She had a stroke. Deb used to live in Americus,
worked at Habitat and was a Sumter Player. She now lives in Atlanta and is in the hospital.
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office
at 229-924-2162. Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship. Thank you!

The Ghent Altarpiece, St. Bavo Cathedral
Public Domain

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

What do we believe?
We believe that flowers need the rain.
We believe that humans need community.
We believe that bodies need rest.

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2021 Corporation Officers
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond
CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins
MARCH 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Handbells practice will be every Sunday after worship until Easter.
- Starting February 23rd, Lent Bible Study will be offered every Tuesday at 12 noon during
Lent. Open to all in-person, and offered on Google Meets.

We believe that mornings need sunrise.

- A (virtual) Centering Prayer group began meeting on Sundays at 3:30pm, starting Sunday,
February 14th. One of the resources being used is the book Into the Silent Land: A Guide to
the Christian Practice of Contemplation by Martin Laird.

We believe that seasons need change.

-The Worship Committee met virtually on Tuesday, March 2nd at 7pm via Google Meets.

We believe that grief needs space.

- The Ministry CSM (Community Services Ministry) opened their doors once again. CSM is
open every Thursday from 9am till 11:30am and helps people struggling to pay their bills.

We believe that hearts need connection.

We believe that change needs time.
We believe that love needs security.
We believe that pain needs art.
We believe that joy needs company.
We believe that our spirits need God.
Again and again, our spirits need God.
Fortunately for us, we trust that
God is here.

- The Mission Committee met Tuesday, March 9th.
- Session Meeting, Tuesday, March 23rd at 6:00pm.

- Rev. Glenda Hollingshead, Pastor of First Presbyterian of Valdosta, leads a mini-retreat for
absolutely anyone, "Julian of Norwich: A Mystic for Today," on Saturday, March 27th from
10am-12:30pm via Zoom. To register for this FREE retreat, email Elizabeth Cantrell
(ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org)
- Maundy Thursday is Thursday, April 1st.
- Good Friday is Friday, April 2nd.
- Easter is Sunday, April 4th.



 Vv. 31-33 - this proclamation is explicitly for the crowd - this is the last
moment they will have Jesus with them, this is the last time they will “see” and
hear Jesus.
“Lifted up from the earth” refers not only to the crucifixion (being lifted on the
cross), but the resurrection (being raised up by God) as well
Which is more difficult to believe: the death or the resurrection? Or is it
the ascension - that Jesus goes to God and leaves it up to us to bear his
image throughout the world?
What does it mean for Jesus to be glorified?
“Seen his glory” back in John’s prologue.
 Mark Davis compiles a list of the use of the word “glorify” and “honor” in his
blog, Left Behind and Loving It.
 In describing the seed that must die to bear fruit, Davis says that this is the
best explanation of what “glorify” means. “Jesus dies, not to appease God’s anger over human sinfulness, but because a death like his can be the means for
bearing much fruit. I know that Archbishop Oscar Romero found great consolation in this verse when his own life was threatened and, in fact, his words have
reverberated ever more strongly since his assassination. Tertullian captured it
well in the phrase, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” (Mark
Davis)

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 Our culture is consumed with self identity and self preservation - what would it
mean to truly life for God- to truly live for others? How can we move beyond our
fear of death from “let this cup pass from me” to “thy will be done”- from “save me
from this hour” to “glorify your name”?
 Is the church willing to die for the sake of God? How will we die? Like a single
seed or in giving new life to the world?
 Are we willing to accept Jesus’ invitation to be drawn into the suffering of the
world through the cross? Following Jesus and serving Jesus (v.26) mean following
Jesus up to the cross and into suffering of the world. Are we doing that? Are we
willing to?
 To resign the cross away as the pure will of God (instead of the humanity’s unwillingness to accept the radical love and grace of God) is, perhaps, to resign all
suffering away as the will of God thereby absolving our responsibility to enter

Sunday, March 21, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
Family of Faith, go to God in prayer before worship
In the gospel of John, a group of Greek people approach the disciples and say,
“We would like to see Jesus.”
It’s a brief, beautiful moment that the text doesn’t spend a lot of time on,
And yet, it always catches my eye.
It catches my eye, because the phrase, “I want to see Jesus,”
feels like it should be my constant prayer.
Help me see Jesus.
Bring me closer to Jesus.
We take a moment before worship to recognize how much space exists
between us and those words,
Trusting that even when we forget to seek out God,
God is seeking us out.
In worship this morning may we take one step closer to the Divine . . .
PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, pianist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Every week is a new week,
Another chance to say:
“Here I am. Use me.”
Every day is a new day,
Another chance to say:
“Thank you for yesterday. Thank you for tomorrow.”
Every hour is a new hour,
Another chance to say,
“Again and again, make me new.”
We do not come to this place to stay the same.
We come to this place to be changed.
So let us worship holy God,
Who created yesterday, will create tomorrow,
and even now is creating something new.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Pastor Sommer Bower

HYMN (Glory to God #15)……...………………………………………………….…...………...…….………….
“All Creatures of Our God and King”

 A single grain of wheat
 This agricultural metaphor of one leading to the abundance of the may will be
picked up later in John 15 with the vine and the branches. Perhaps this has less
to do with the death of Jesus than with those who will continue his ministry.
They are to be the fruit (the branches cf. John 15) after Jesus has died. If you
want to see Jesus - look to the ways his life, death and resurrection lead you to
bear good fruit.
 Loving and losing life - individualism is not the Way of Christ - what is the meaning of life? like a grain of wheat - to live for others in community
 The seed - abiding alone is pointless - abiding in the Spirit is eternal
 hating life - life is “psyche”- soul, self - not about hating yourself, but about
hating abiding only in oneself and not with others or with God.
“Life cannot be hoarded away; only those prepared to give up everything can receive the gift of ‘eternal life,’ both now and hereafter.” (Gaventa, Texts for Preaching, Year B, p. 239).
 C.S. Lewis - “There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to
God, "Thy will be done," and those to whom God says, in the end, "Thy will be
done." All that are in Hell, choose it. Without that self-choice there could be no
Hell. No soul that seriously and constantly desires joy will ever miss it. Those
who seek find. Those who knock it is opened.”
 Eternal life is declaring in word and deed “Thy will be done”
 Sacrifice for the sake of God and others does not grant ourselves glory but
grants God glory - sacrifice for sacrifice’s sake is not holy or glorified- sacrifice
for God’s sake is glorified
 This is not only about Jesus’ sacrifice but the invitation to put the Kingdom of
God first, the love of God-other-and self first, this is what will bear good fruit.
 Vv. 28-30
 Connects to the baptism and transfiguration in the synoptic gospels, but
those familiar proclamations do not take place in John (while there is a baptism,
there is no voice from heaven and there is no transfiguration in John).
 Unlike the other Gospels, John’s Jesus needs no confirmation of who he is as
God’s beloved son or God’s chosen, this has been established in the primordial
foundations of creation (John 1), rather here we have “testimony to the fact
that in Jesus, God’s name is glorified.” Lewis, p. 171

 The crowds
The crowds are divided between wanting to be with him or wanting to kill
him
Surrender to God’s will (submission?- see Hebrews text above)
More about God’s Grace than humanity’s failing God moves to reconcile
us from ourselves- not from original sin
Margaret A Farley - “the initiative for reconciliation comes from God's own
self. The No of humanity, with its resulting radical incapacity to reverse
itself, could be changed only by the Yes of God, but this Yes must rise also
to God out of the genuinely human.” Feasting on the Word – Year B, Volume
2: Lent through Eastertide.
God reconciled Godself to humanity not by denying the suffering of the
world, but by entering into it. Jesus does not skip and laugh on his way to
the cross- his “soul is troubled”- yes God (not Jesus) is glorified.
 “The hour has come” - this is the moment the Gospel has have been building
toward. There have been several references to “the hour has not yet come”
leading up to this.
 Why the change?
Lazarus has increased the anxiety.
Rising popularity of Jesus.
The approaching Passover increased the tension.
“The Greeks” have shown up and are looking for Jesus. This movement is
spilling over into “the world.”
“The ‘hour’ arrives because opposition to Jesus reaches its inevitable
outcome: the officials will seek his death. But the ‘hour’ also arrives
because of Jesus’ very ‘success’ with the world… The world is a thoroughly
unreliable place; neither its hostility nor its adoration can be
trusted.” (Beverly Gaventa, Texts for Preaching, Year B, p. 238)
 Connection to the farewell discourse 13:1 and will introduce many of the
same themes. Lewis argues that this public discourse should be read (by the
preacher at least) in conversation with the farewell discourse

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Holy God, Scripture tells us that your word is written on our hearts, but we struggle to
hear it. Is it possible that we have covered up your words with our own self-narratives?
Is it possible that we have erased your truth to write our own? Is it possible that we
have forgotten your words entirely? Take us back to the beginning. Remove the self-talk
that distracts. Clear away the cobwebs of doubt. Show us how to look inside ourselves
for your truth, and then write on our hearts once more. We are listening.
We are hopeful. We are here. Speak now. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him,
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man
to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love
their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.
27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.”
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The
crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has
spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for
mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven
out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN (Glory to God #32, insert)………………………………………………………..………..……………....
“I Sing the Mighty Power of God”
MESSAGE.....................................................................…............... Pastor Sommer Bower
“The Hour has Come”

Bible Study on John 12: 20-33

INITIAL THOUGHTS
 “The Jews” - see this great bulletin insert by Mary Luti!!
 v.21-23 -typical church bureaucracy :)
 Explaining the impending death of Jesus - links well with the Hebrew passagehow do we explain the death of Jesus?
BIBLE STUDY
 Context
 Holy Week, Passover- Jesus was anointed by Mary and has entered into
Jerusalem (John 12:1-19)- the festival in v. 20 is Passover.
 This is the final public discourse of Jesus - we will move to the Last Supper/
Foot Washing/ Farewell Discourse in John 13 (although the lection will bring us
back to Mark for Palm Sunday)
 Palm Sunday is next week, but chapter 12:12-19 is the Palm Sunday text in
John. Next week’s Palm Sunday lection comes from Mark 11.
 “We want to see Jesus”
 This speech (and the rest of chapter 12) is in response to this request
 “Any sermon on the Gospel of John has this as its goal, creating the very real
presence of Jesus for all to see so that the God can be seen and known (1:18).”
Karoline Lewis, John, p.170.

A Note on Holy Week Scriptural References to “The Jews” by Mary Luti
As Christians, we live under the burden of a sad and violent history of anti-Semitism,
in the sobering shadow of the Shoah (Holocaust), and with the painful awareness of
current events in Israel/Palestine. It is important to us to be clear about what our
sacred texts mean when they make reference to “the Jews,” especially during Holy
Week, when we contemplate Jesus’ death.
When the crucifixion narratives speak of “the chief priests and leaders of the people,”
they are referring to officials who collaborated closely with the Roman systems of
oppression, and were viewed with contempt by much of the Jewish community of
their time. They are never to be identified with the Jewish people as a whole, past or
present.
It may be helpful to recall the cultural context of our Christian scriptures, emerging as
they did from a small, originally Jewish community of believers in Jesus, who for
reasons of faith in him as the Messiah, were eventually “put out of the
synagogues” (John 9:18-23), their places of worship. In John’s usage especially, “the
Jews” functions as a technical term for those among the people who did not accept
Jesus as Messiah. It is a term that reflects the growing antagonism and mutual
recrimination that developed in the latter part of the first century between church
and synagogue. The gospels’ use of the term “the Jews” should never be understood,
therefore, as a blanket condemnation of Jews in particular or in general.
It is one of the bitter ironies of history that our sacred texts have been used to justify
the persecution of the covenant people who were and are forever God’s first love.

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN (Glory to God #192, insert)....................................................................................
“Lord, the Light of Your Love is Shining”
*BENEDICTION
Friends, despite our wonderings, Despite our distractions, Despite wrong turns time
and time again, We are known and loved by God. Like a lighthouse keeper by the sea,
God will never stop waving us home. So hear and believe the good news of the gospel:
Our fragile bones are held by the Great Creator. Our fragile hearts are loved by the
Great Creator. Our tender spirits are forgiven by the Great Creator. Today is a new day.
Again and again, we are forgiven; Again and again, we are reformed.
Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………............................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605
~ Prayers adapted from a prayer by Presbyterian Pastor Rev. Sarah Are, Sanctified Art LLC, currently a pastor at
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas and a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia

