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The picture above was taken on the church steps in Armenia on Palm Sunday.  
They have a beautiful tradition to remember the spontaneous parade that marked Jesus’ 

 entry into Jerusalem. Every year they make wreaths for their heads and branches to 
wave in celebration. Mark’s account of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem in 11:1-11 portrays 

Jesus as having entered Jerusalem for the first time. He arrives at Bethpage and  
Bethany, outside of Jerusalem, for the city is crowded for Passover. Jesus sends the  

disciples ahead of him to find a colt, and they find one exactly as he said they would,  
to borrow for a short time. The disciples threw their cloaks on the colt, and Jesus rode 
on it into Jerusalem. People spread their cloaks on the road like a red carpet rolled out, 

and cut leafy branches to wave, and shouted “Hosanna!” which means “Save us!” 
They called out blessings to the one who came in the name of their Lord, referring to 
Psalm 118, and the kingdom in the name of their ancestor David. Jesus went to the 

temple, looked around at everything—for he had not seen it before—and then returned 
with the disciples to Bethany to stay for the night.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do we believe? 

I refuse to believe that I am powerless. 

I refuse to believe that injustice and hatred are simply the way it has to be. 

I refuse to believe that I am better or more deserving than my neighbor. 

I refuse to believe that my self-worth is rooted in my accomplishments or appearance. 

I refuse to believe that the Church is dying, because I see God all around me. 

I refuse to believe that I cannot make a difference. 

So with hope in my heart, I will strive to live a life of courage,  

conviction, and compassion, Just as Jesus taught us. Amen. 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Kathy Newkirk 
Blanche Palmer 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Deb Aziz, close friend of the Parks’ family. She had a stroke. Deb used to live in Americus, 
worked at Habitat and was a Sumter Player. She now lives in Atlanta and is in the hospital.   

- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks 
 dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments  

- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey has been moved to a long term  
acute care hospital in Columbus. She is slowly improving. 

- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed  
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  

 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 
 
 

If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the  
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office 

at 229-924-2162.  Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the 
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship.  Thank you!  

 
 

  



CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been 

paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor 
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2021                                    Class of 2022                                     Class of 2023 
Russ Childers                                    Jim Buffaloe             Meda Krenson 
Emily Collins                                     Cynthia Richmond            Sharon Parks 
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams            Joy Thompson 

 

2021 Corporation Officers 
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond  

CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins  
 
MARCH 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR 
- Handbells practice will be every Sunday after worship until Easter. 
- Starting February 23rd, Lent Bible Study will be offered every Tuesday at 12 noon during 
Lent. Open to all in-person, and offered on Google Meets. 
 

- A (virtual) Centering Prayer group began meeting on Sundays at 3:30pm, starting Sunday, 
February 14th. One of the resources being used is the book Into the Silent Land: A Guide to 
the Christian Practice of Contemplation by Martin Laird. 
 

 -The Worship Committee  met virtually on Tuesday, March 2nd at 7pm via Google Meets.  
 

- The Ministry CSM (Community Services Ministry) opened their doors once again.  CSM is 
open every Thursday from 9am till 11:30am and helps people struggling to pay their bills.  
 

- The Mission Committee met Tuesday, March 9th. 
 

- Session Meeting, Tuesday, March 23rd at 6:00pm. 
 

- Rev. Glenda Hollingshead, Pastor of First Presbyterian of Valdosta, leads a mini-retreat for 
absolutely anyone, "Julian of Norwich: A Mystic for Today," on Saturday, March 27th from 
10am-12:30pm via Zoom.  To register for this FREE retreat, email Elizabeth Cantrell 
(ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org)  
 

- Maundy Thursday is Thursday, April 1st. We will have an in-person worship service at 
6:00pm in the sanctuary, as well as offered on Facebook Live.   
 

- Good Friday is Friday, April 2nd. 
 

- Easter is Sunday, April 4th. 

  

Sunday, March 28, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

Palm Sunday 
 
 
 

Family of Faith, go to God in prayer before worship 
Ms. Glennon Doyle, a famous author and writer, frequently uses the phrase,  
“We can do hard things.” It’s one of her many mottos in life. As a result, this 

declaration, “We can do hard things,” has become an anthem for so many.  
You can buy these words on poster prints, on greeting cards, and even on coffee mugs. 
These five simple words aren’t particularly radical, so when I stop to think about why 
they have caught hold for so many, I can only assume that it is because life and faith  

require courage. Vulnerability requires courage. Relationships require courage. 
 Advocacy and justice require courage. Facing truth requires courage. Faith requires 

courage. Even confession requires courage. So friends, let us do hard things, 
trusting that God is always there, Cheering us on, in every courageous act. 

 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                              
 

The story of faith is a story of courage. 
It took courage for John the Baptist to prepare the way. 
It took courage for Mary to say, “Here I am. Use me.” 
It took courage for the disciples to drop their nets and follow Jesus. 
It took courage for the paralyzed man’s friends to lower him through the roof. 
It took courage for Peter to walk on water. 
It took courage for Zacchaeus to give half of his possessions to the poor. 
It took courage for Jesus to enter Jerusalem on a donkey. 
Faith has never been easy. It is a journey of courage. 
Again and again, God, show us the way. 
Let us worship a brave and courageous God. 

 
HYMN (Glory to God #197)...………………………………………………….…...…………....…….....………. 

         “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  

  Save us! Too often we proclaim these same words in a variety of ways- Jesus does 
not enter to save the Jews from the Romans, but to save people from themselves. 
Instead of expecting to be saved from outside influences- how might we invite  

   Jesus in to save us from ourselves (inclinations away from God)?  
  The parade Jesus sparks is a new kind of parade. It is not the conquering hero  

entering the city, or the Emperor coming in on the war horse. As he enters, the  
people recognize that he is a king, but he is a different kind of king.  

  Are we content to enter with Jesus into the messiness of life or do we try to raise 
ourselves, Jesus and the church “above” the messiness of life? 

 Zechariah proclaims the Reign of God as one where God subdues all the  
nations- one nation does not bring about God’s will but instead all nations  
including Judah are subjected to God’s reign of peace. How do we practice  
humble repentance? 

 
 



 

 
 Branches? 
 practical application - to keep the honored guest above the  
   messiness of the road, but Jesus enters into the messiness of life.  

 Crowds 
 Palm Sunday is often focused only on Jesus, but it is a very  
communal event 
 Disciples get the colt 
 Colt is donated 

 Crowds chant and gather 
 Crowds proclaim who Jesus is...kind of 
 prophet from Nazareth in Galilee (not the Son of God) 

“For peace and reconciliation become possible when common folk with 
uncommon courage oppose exclusionary practices and policies and togeth-
er stand with "the one who comes in the name of the Lord" [v. 38]. History 
is replete with the stories of common folk who have recognized that we are 
able to accomplish more together than we can alone; stories that we might 
reclaim and rehearse as we continue our Lenten journey. They include the 
women and men who provided safe passage on the Underground Railroad 
for persons seeking freedom from chattel slavery in the United States in the 
mid-nineteenth century. Remember also Dietrich Bonhoeffer and others in 
the Confessing Church in the 1930s, who took a definitive stance that their 
loyalty was to Jesus as Lord, not to Hitler and the Nazis. Youths in South  
Africa stood against apartheid and formed the African National Congress 
Youth League in 1944 under the leadership of Nelson Mandela, envisioning 
a world in which racial domination would no longer exist.” Veronice Miles, 
Feasting on the Word: Year A, Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide  

“Acting on  behalf of freedom is a dangerous undertaking. The more  
visible Martin Luther King Jr. became, the more crowds he attracted. The 
more the crowds lauded him, the more the enemy pursued him”...(other 
examples include Malcolm X and Nelson Mandela)...”Fighting for freedom is 
a dangerous endeavor. These men realized it. Jesus realized it. Nonetheless, 
the fight for freedom must continue despite its cost. That is the message 
behind Luke’s portrayal of Jesus’ ministry.” , Stephanie Buckhanon  
Crowder, True to Our Native Land, p.179 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
If we could buy our way closer to you, we’d sell everything we have.  

If we could work our way to you, we’d never take a day off. If we could walk our way to 
you, we’d keep our tennis shoes on tight. But I know—we know—we cannot buy,  

or work, or walk our way closer to you. We must listen our way closer to you. 
So holy God, as you have so often done again and again, Open our ears.  

Clear out the self-talk that keeps us from you. Dust out the negativity and distractions. 
Remove any doubt hindering our way. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE                               Mark 11: 1-11                                                                                                  
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount 
of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been 
ridden; untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say 
this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4 They went away and 
found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5 some of 
the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 They told them 
what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to 
Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks 
on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then 
those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 9b 
 

“Hosanna! 
         Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10     Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #196, insert)……………………………………………………..………..…………….... 
 

“All Glory, Laud and Honor” 

 
 

MESSAGE.....................................................................…............... Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Hosanna” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://amzn.to/3s0whZE
https://amzn.to/39bqTf1


 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 This practice even redacted Rome, when Alexander the Great  
conquered Jerusalem, entered in triumph and offered sacrifices at the 
Temple. 
 The parodies are clear - he is riding a donkey, not a chariot. He will be 
crowned with thorns, not laurels, he will weep over Jerusalem, not cele-
brate it, and he will drive out the oppressive sacrificial system in the 
temple, not participate in it. 

 How does Jesus show his power? (James O’Duke, Feasting on the Word: Year A, 
Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide) 

“Lordship, indeed even messianic lordship, is here defined in terms of 
servanthood. Gentleness, humility, peaceableness, mercy, and self -giving 
acts of generosity and compassion are marks of God's domain.” 
 Jesus is not aligned with any political party- then or now 
  Jesus is challenging the political and social state of the world  

 Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan, The Last Week 
 Two Processions: Pilate from Jaffa Gate and Jesus from Galilee  
 Kingdom of God vs Empire of Rome 
 The stage is set for the week 

 Proclamation 
 Hosanna - “save us” - translated in the Psalm, but remains in the  
Gospels 
 Proclamation alludes to Psalm 118 and the steadfast love of God  
 What do we want to be saved from? what to be saved for?  
 Both Gospels share “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord,” then they take slightly different angles. 

 Mark: “Blessings on the coming of our ancestor David. 
 The theme of the coming Kingdom is an important one in Mark. 
Does not point as much to the person of Jesus as it does to the 
Kingdom that is at hand. 

 John: “Blessings on the King of Israel” 
 The theme of Jesus being the “King of Israel” is an important 
one in John as the passion plays out. Pilate asks, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” The sign above his head on the cross reads 
“King of the Jews.”  

 

https://amzn.to/3s0whZE
https://amzn.to/3s0whZE
http://amzn.to/2nEpQuR


 

 

 

 

 Mike Baughman has another interesting take on the “colt that no one has 
ridden” 
 An unridden colt would be unneutered and untrained. Riding and  

unbroken colt would be a dangerous task, and the exact opposite of  
what a conqueror would ride - a trained and seasoned war horse. 
  Jesus coming to Jerusalem in a new way - with a new ride. He is bring-

ing in an untamed, unknown way of doing things. 
  There seems to be some foreknowledge.  

 Did Jesus set it up beforehand?  

 Did a disciple own the horse? 

 Divine foreknowledge? 
 This has been dismissed as Jesus having made “the necessary arrangements. 
This probably misses the point of the story, which is precisely to indicate that 
the events about to take place in Jerusalem are not the result of change but 
are part of a larger and mysterious plan...He is a strange king who conquers 
by means of suffering and apparent defeat” Justo Gonzalez, Luke, p. 225 

 Zechariah 9 
 Messianic age of peace 

 God will overthrow the oppressive nations 

 All will dwell in peace 
 Not a foretelling the coming of Jesus but the coming of a divine kingdom (on 
earth as it is in Heaven) ruled by God not by human interests  

 Mighty will be brought low and the low will be exalted- for the purpose 
of liberation and peace 
 What does God want? Zech. 8:16-17 “Speak the truth to each other; 

make truthful, just, and peaceable decisions within your gates. Don't 
plan evil for each other. Don't adore swearing falsely  

 Procession 

Parody of a conqueror entering the city in a display of power  
 Roman generals returning from victories would be celebrated with a 
triumphus, a grand procession in which the victor, crowned with laurels, 
would ride a chariot pulled by white horses and go to the temple to offer 
sacrifices. The spoils from his victory would be displayed in the  
procession and along the way the crowds would sing hymns and shout 
acclamations to the victor. 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #198, insert).................................................................................... 
          “Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!”  

 

*BENEDICTION         
Family of faith, 

Even when we gloss over the truth, 
Even when our courage fails us, 

Even when we doubt that we can do hard things, 
God believes in us. God loves us. God forgives us. 

Hear and believe this truth: 
We are known. 
We are loved. 

We are forgiven. 
Again and again and again. 

Leave this time of worship and boldly proclaim that truth. Amen. 
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………............................Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 
 

  

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 
~ Prayers adapted from a prayer by Presbyterian Pastor Rev. Sarah Are, Sanctified Art LLC, currently a pastor at  

Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas and a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia 

http://thq.wearesparkhouse.org/yearb/palmsundaygospel/
http://thq.wearesparkhouse.org/yearb/palmsundaygospel/
https://amzn.to/2P306tW


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This is a 2018 postcard that a church sent out in the Principality of Ongal to encourage families to 
attend worship on Palm Sunday. The tradition in their church is to wear crowns of palms on their 
heads in celebration of Palm Sunday. The Principality of Ongal is a disputed territory between the 

boarders of Croatia and Serbia.  

M A R K  1 1 : 1 - 1 1   
 

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
 

 This is more humble than triumphant and the timing is important - the  
Passover, which was “celebrated as a remembrance of liberation – Freedom    
from Egypt, freedom from slavery” 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  
 Colt 

 Wild horse - uncastrated, never ridden. Colt or donkey? Only Matthew says 
donkey. 

 Never ridden - typical for sacred events. 

 Colt is a name for a young donkey or a young horse. Matthew says it is a 
donkey and a horse, but John points back to Zechariah 9:9 which tells of a 
king coming "humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey."   
 Jesus behaving like a King 
 The Colt that “no one has ridden” is a Kingly prerogative.  
 Disciples are to go and “obtain” a horse. They follow without question. 
 If they are pressed, they are to exercise his authority.  
 Disciples are asked to make a great act of faith on behalf of Jesus ’  
   authority. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=mark+11:1-11&t=ceb&t2=nrs

