First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

Again and again, The tomb will be empty.
Again and again, Love will win.
Again and again, God will lead the church.
Again and again, And again and again, We will be loved.
The journey will not be perfect.
We will need to rise before dawn.
We will need angels along the way.
But again and again, The sun will rise.
We believe. Amen.

Sunday, April 4, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
Easter Sunday

PRAYER LIST

Family of Faith, Prepare your hearts for Worship
Friends, had we been there that first Easter morning, it is likely that many of us would
have been with the disciples— Hiding out in fear, Locked behind doors, Alone with our
thoughts in the upper room. I wish I could say that I would have gone with the women,
that I would have been brave and determined. I wish I could say that I would have held
onto my faith, but the truth is, we’ll never know. What I do know is that Jesus came
back for all of us— Not the few who had maintained faith or the few who stayed with
him until the end. He came back for the broken and the afraid, for the cowardly and the
greedy, for the women in the garden, and for the disciples hiding in the upper room. He
came back for those who betrayed him and those who worshiped him. He came back for
you and for me. So join together in prayer, knowing that no matter where we are on the
spectrum of faith, Jesus lived, loved, and returned for us.
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
This day is like every other day.
Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were removed.
Coffee was brewed. Weary bodies came to life.
And yet this day, is like no other day—
For the sun rose, and we knew it was a miracle.
The tomb was empty, and they knew it was love.
So again and again we say—
The longest night is over.
Death has lost its sting.
Jesus is among us.
Alleluia! Amen.
Again and again and again—
Alleluia! Amen.

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Sharon and John Parks
Malcolm and Anne Perry

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- William Hall, Senior (Katie Minich's father) has been admitted to the hospital with a mass
near his clavicle that is causing debilitating pain. Please pray for him as tests are run
and the physicians work to manage his pain.
- Thank you for your continuing prayers, Deb Aziz is now at Shepherd House getting physical
therapy. Deb Aziz is a close friend of the Parks’ family.
- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey has been moved to a long term
acute care hospital in Columbus. She is slowly improving.
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
George Haugen, Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office
at 229-924-2162. Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship. Thank you!

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2021 Corporation Officers
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond
CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins
APRIL 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
Congregational meeting, Sunday, April 11th
A meeting of the congregation and corporation has been called for Sunday, April 11th,
2021, immediately after worship. The first piece of business for the corporation is in
regards to the Lake Blackshear land the congregation jointly owns with GSW. The Lake
Blackshear "Joint Land Use Committee", which is made up of GSW Foundation members and Presbyterians, has received another land offer for $535,000 and is recommending to accept this offer. Our church has voted on another offer prior to this, but
that offer fell through. For this current offer the offering party will have 145 days plus
one 60 day extension to complete their due diligence. A second piece of business
would be for the congregation to elect a nominating committee.

Easter Sunday
Join us for a children’s egg hunt
In the Prayer Garden
and Church Playground
Immediately following worship
Bring your basket!

HANDBELLS

Cynthia Richmond, Director
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
arranged for 3-5 Octave Handbell Choir and keyboard
by
Karen Lakey Buckwalter

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
There are a million ways that you speak to us, God of the garden and God of the empty
tomb. In vows said at the altar, through pieces of bread dipped in ordinary wine, and
through shared candlelight on Christmas Eve. You speak to us in nature— your artistry
showing up in starry nights, in rushing water and in most every sunrise. You speak to us
through our relationships— The comfort of a loved one, the laughter of our friends, the
security of those who support us and cheer us on. You speak to us in so many ways,
and we are grateful for them all. So lean down and breathe life
into these sacred texts. There are a million ways that you speak to us.
With hearts full of gratitude we pray, amen.
SCRIPTURE
John 20: 1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them,
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not
go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the
linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple,
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they
did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the
disciples returned to their homes.

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord,
and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,“Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he
had said these things to her.

Easter Lily Memorials
IN MEMORY OF

GIVEN BY

All who have died from the pandemic

Tom and Sharon McFarland

IN HONOR OF
All who are fighting the pandemic

IN HONOR OF

GIVEN BY

Blanche Palmer
For all the many gifts of love
she has given to this church

Nancy and Jim Herron

IN HONOR OF

GIVEN BY

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sommer Bower

The Hawkins Family

HYMN (Blue #108, insert)……………………………………………………...……..………….……………....
“Christ is Alive!”

IN HONOR OF

GIVEN BY

Gloria Johnson

Marcia and Keith Seymour

MESSAGE..................................................................…............... Pastor Sommer Bower
“As the Sun Rises on a New Day”

Sanctuary Flowers
The sanctuary flowers today were given by
Camron Cummings and Sommer Bower,
out of deep love and gratitude for this wonderful congregation,
as well as in honor of Dianna Bower’s 11th birthday.

Easter Lily Memorials
IN MEMORY OF

GIVEN BY

Jean White DuBose

Meda and Bill Krenson

IN MEMORY OF

GIVEN BY

Schley Gatewood, Tim Reynolds
Martha Ann Studstill

The Richmond Family

IN MEMORY OF

GIVEN BY

Bill and Martha House
Earl and Ruth Williams

Earl and Beth Williams

IN MEMORY OF

GIVEN BY

Tim Reynolds

Cathy Clark Reynolds

IN MEMORY OF

GIVEN BY

Tony Miles - Brother

Gloria Johnson

IN MEMORY OF

GIVEN BY

Laura Pollette - Mother
Walter Bee Mathews - Great Aunt
Charles and Mary Broom - Aunt and Uncle
Melissa Fay Starr - Aunt

Richard Pollette

IN MEMORY OF

GIVEN BY

Dr. Schley Gatewood Jr.

Tom and Emily Collins

IN HONOR OF
Karen Gatewood

IN MEMORY OF

GIVEN BY

Dr. Schley Gatewood Jr.

Joy Thompson

IN HONOR OF
Karen Gatewood

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
COMMUNION
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The
communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. You are
invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will bring
elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to participate
in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and thanksgiving to God
for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living presence of Jesus,
crucified and risen.
HYMN (Glory to God #232, insert)....................................................................................
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today!”
You are invited to stand and sing the closing hymn!
*BENEDICTION
As you leave this place, may your mouth speak of God’s goodness. May your arms hold
those in need. May your feet walk the narrow path. May your soul find freedom in the
grace of Christ. The tomb is empty and the sun rises on a new day.
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace.
In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Ghost. Amen.
*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………............................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
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