First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

“The Incredulity of Saint Thomas”
by Polidoro da Caravaggio (1571-1610)
Public Domain: Wikimedia ~ Oil on Panel painted circa 1601-1602

The apostle Thomas, who doubted the truth of Christ's resurrection,
is shown inserting two fingers in the wound Christ sustained when he
was crucified. This tangible evidence dispels Thomas's doubts and, by
extension those of any sceptics. Although few of his paintings survive,
Polidoro was one of the most celebrated painter of the 16th-century Italy.
This altarpiece was commissioned by the Farone, an important Sicilian
Family. Although in compromised condition, its imposing composition
and bold fortshortening hint at Polidoro's abilities.

Sunday, April 18, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship

PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.

Worship Preparation Statement
Doubt is a human constant, useful and harmful. It can drive us to new and
more complete understanding, or it can paralyze us into indecision, fear, and madness.
At times it takes tangible form through actions inspired by doubt and at other
times in its intangibility we doubt and wonder its existence: disturbing our sleep
and delaying decisions. God is ready to meet us in our doubts,
offering us a means to certainty and reassurance.

Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Fred and Cynthia Richmond; Tyler and Kevin
Jim and Kathi Sewell

PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, pianist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tom McFarland

CALL TO WORSHIP

You give us room to meet and interact with others.
You give us your Word to guide, inspire, and teach us.
You send your Spirit to breathe life into our lives,
That we can abide in you.
You lived as one of us,
Dying shamefully, painfully because of our choices.
And yet, the tomb is empty.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ is risen.
May our gathering, praying, listening, proclaiming and singing
Be an expression of our love and faith in the risen Christ.

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- William Hall, Senior (Katie Minich's father) passed away Thursday, April 15, 2021,
after being diagnosed with stage 4 bone cancer.
Condolences may be sent to:
Katie Minich
136 Taylor Street
Americus, GA 31709
Katie's Cell: (229) 220-1184
Email: katieminich@gmail.com
- Thank you for your continuing prayers, Deb Aziz is now at Shepherd House getting physical
therapy. Deb Aziz is a close friend of the Parks’ family.
- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey has been moved to a long term
acute care hospital in Columbus. She is slowly improving.
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
HYMN (Glory to God #465, insert).....................................................................................
“What A Friend We Have In Jesus”

-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2021 Corporation Officers
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond
CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins
APRIL 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
Congregational meeting, Sunday, April 11th
A meeting of the congregation and corporation has been called for Sunday, April 11th,
2021, immediately after worship. The first piece of business for the corporation is in
regards to the Lake Blackshear land the congregation jointly owns with GSW. The Lake
Blackshear "Joint Land Use Committee", which is made up of GSW Foundation
members and Presbyterians, has received another land offer for $535,000 and is
recommending to accept this offer. Our church has voted on another offer prior to
this, but that offer fell through. For this current offer the offering party will have 145
days plus one 60 day extension to complete their due diligence. A second piece of
business would be for the congregation to elect a nominating committee.

- Friday, April 16th and Sunday, April 18th - Pastor Sommer will be on vacation.
Tom McFarland will be pulpit supply.
- Saturday, April 17th at 10am - Flint River Presbytery Meeting is scheduled via Zoom.
Session member Cynthia Richmond will attend.
- Sunday, April 25th - Several of the Rightmyer children will be attending worship.

Work’s Cited
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605

CONFESSION OF SIN
Despite the certainty of your love O Lord, we doubt.
In our doubts we act as if you are not, and have not, been present.
We think and act like it is up to us to act, decide and do.
We take pride in actions and abilities we think are our own.
Despite the assurance that when we are gathered your Spirit will be with us,
we doubt. In our doubts we fear and sin. We withhold ourselves from acts of
love and mercy. We fear the loss of what you have given us rather than
anticipate how you will give us more. More of yourself, more of your love. Our
sinful doubts block us from that more. Forgive us O Lord. Dispel the fog of doubt
in our lives. Open our hearts, minds, and lives to and through your love so that
we can go out into the world to be your disciples.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Thank you, O Lord, for the certainty of your Love for us. Thank you for the light in
our lives available through your Word written and preserved for us. There is so much
we take for granted. May your Spirit take hold of our hearts and minds this morning.
May we rejoice in your love and banish fear and uncertainty through our worship
of you. Let us see you present in our lives as we hear the Word proclaimed. Amen.

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN (Glory to God #384, insert).................................................................................
“Soon and Very Soon”
You are invited to stand and sing the closing hymn!

*BENEDICTION
Go! Go forth into the world finding ways to proclaim though our lives and actions that
despite our doubts and fears, God Loves Us! Repentance and forgiveness of sins is
possible. We are children of a loving God. Go and be part of his Love. Go!
*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………...........................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

SCRIPTURE

Luke 23:36-48

36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”39 One of the criminals who were hanged
there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and
us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under
the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly,
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in
two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend
my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47 When the centurion saw what had
taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 48 And when
all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place,
they returned home, beating their breasts.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

HYMN (Glory to God #451, insert)…………………………………………………..………..……………....
“Open My Eyes That I May See”

MESSAGE...............................................................................…............... Tom McFarland
“Feel Me, Feed Me”

