First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

Good Shepherd Sunday
God is the shepherd who leads the faithful, the sheep, to safety and
security, restoring those who are downtrodden. Even in the face of death
(the valley of the shadow), the shepherd comforts the sheep, their rod and
staff are there for protection and assurance. Switching metaphors, the
psalmist understands God as the one who justifies those who have been
wronged, preparing a banquet table and anointing the faithful before their
enemies. The psalm concludes with a blessing of goodness and mercy for
all the life of the faithful, and that they will live with God forever.

Sunday, April 25, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship

PRAYER LIST

Prayer to prepare our hearts for worship
Holy One, as we turn to You, turn our hearts to each other. May we reach out and
check in with those we haven’t heard from, to offer a listening ear, and to share the Good
News. May we seek to learn how we might pray for each other, how we might help one
another, and how we can reflect Your image in the world. Holy One, shine in us Your
love, so we might be shining lights of Your reflection around the world.
This we pray, in the name of our Savior, the great Shepherd.

We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Joy Thompson
Judy and Jody Wade

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
What a joy it is to welcome you this day!
We are grateful and happy to be here.
Christ, the Good Shepherd, invites you to walk with him.
We accept that invitation, confident in his guidance.
Be ready to serve the Lord in all that you do, for his love has been poured upon you.
Open our hearts and spirits this day, Lord, to receive your holy words and to
be challenged in our service to you. AMEN.
HYMN (Blue #150, insert)...................................................................................................
“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

- William Hall, Senior (Katie Minich's father) passed away Thursday, April 15, 2021,
after being diagnosed with stage 4 bone cancer.
Condolences may be sent to:
Katie Minich
136 Taylor Street
Americus, GA 31709
Katie's Cell: (229) 220-1184
Email: katieminich@gmail.com
- “Our friend Deb Aziz has suffered a set back and is in Piedmont Hospital in Atlanta.
Please continue to keep her in your prayers. Thank you, Sharon Parks and family."
- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey has been moved to a long term acute care hospital in
Columbus. She is slowly improving.
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office
at 229-924-2162. Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship. Thank you!

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2021 Corporation Officers
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond
CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins
APRIL 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
Congregational meeting, Sunday, April 11th
A meeting of the congregation and corporation has been called for Sunday, April 11th,
2021, immediately after worship. The first piece of business for the corporation is in
regards to the Lake Blackshear land the congregation jointly owns with GSW. The Lake
Blackshear "Joint Land Use Committee", which is made up of GSW Foundation
members and Presbyterians, has received another land offer for $535,000 and is
recommending to accept this offer. Our church has voted on another offer prior to
this, but that offer fell through. For this current offer the offering party will have 145
days plus one 60 day extension to complete their due diligence. A second piece of
business would be for the congregation to elect a nominating committee.

Friday, April 16th and Sunday, April 18th - Pastor Sommer will be on vacation.
Tom McFarland will be pulpit supply.

- Saturday, April 17th at 10am - Flint River Presbytery Meeting is scheduled via Zoom.
Session member Cynthia Richmond will attend.
- Sunday, April 25th - Several of the Rightmyer children will be attending worship.
Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605
~ Prayers adapted from a prayer by Presbyterian Pastor Rev. Sarah Are, Sanctified Art LLC, currently a pastor at
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas and a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God of Love, Pour out upon us your Spirit who reminds us that we bear Jesus’ love
and life within our very being— a powerful gift for our world. May we hear the
good news proclaimed in scripture this morning and may we be transformed.
Out of this gift, may we bear the fruit of love. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Old Testament Reading:
Psalm 23 (King James Version)
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord for ever.
Acts 4:5-12
5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family. 7 When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By
what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are questioned today because of
a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, 10 let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11 This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected
by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ 12 There is salvation in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must
be saved.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN (Blue #387, insert)…………………………………………………………………..………..……………....
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
MESSAGE.....................................................................…............... Pastor Sommer Bower
“No other name”

This passage happened “the next day” after Peter and John were
arrested. Arrested not for healing, but for proclaiming the resurrection
After this passage, Peter and John are sent away, but were told to “stop all
speaking and teaching in the name of Jesus.” (Acts. 4:18)
 Next week. The Acts text will jump to chapter 8 (Philip and the Eunuch), so
this story is over after this week.
 Angered Sadducees ask, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” (v. 7)
 Reminiscent of Luke 20:1-8. The Chief Priests, legal experts, and elders ask,
“Tell us: What kind of authority do you have for doing these things? Who gave
you this authority?”
 Authority is an important motif in Luke’s gospel
4:6 The devil offers Jesus authority
4:32 They were astounded at his teaching, because [Jesus] spoke with authority
4:36 People amazed at his authority
5:24 Jesus claims the authority to forgive sin
7:8 Centurion describes authority
9:1 Jesus gives the 12 power and authority over demons
10:1 Jesus gives authority
12:5
20:20 Schemes to trap Jesus and submit him to Roman authority
22:25 Jesus describes Gentile authority - “those in authority lord it over
them and are called benefactors” (Challenging quid pro quo cultural system).
 Peter’s response is two fold.
 “It is only be the Holy Spirit that a man like Peter is able to speak before such
an assemblage of the powerful, and when he speaks we wonder if there is a
touch of irony in his opening remark.” (Will Willimon, Interpretation: Acts, p.
49)
 If you’re mad about this healing, that’s on you.
“The authorities could not care less about the formerly disabled man. Their
pretended concern for him is a smoke screen behind which they conceal their
true anxiety” (James Newsom, Texts for Preaching, Year B, p. 299)
 It is under Jesus’ authority. Remember, the one you crucified, but now God is
using to save the world.
Jesus resurrection opens up this kind of power
Jesus’ resurrection is open to all.

V6 SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY SHALL FOLLOW ME
ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE…
 — Hesed!
 — Radaf! YHWH as a constant
 — Have you ever wanted to get away from God? Tevye in Fiddler, Psalm 39
 — Stuck with covenant God: Ps 139, John 10, I John 3
…AND I SHALL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD MY
WHOLE LIFE LONG.
— connotations of tabernacle, temple, clan, family
ACTS 4:5-12
INITIAL THOUGHTS
 Continuing the story - albeit out of order - that started when Peter and John
healed a man.
 Go back (at least) to verse one to see just why the council was so angry.
Cornerstone that you rejected - Again, be careful of the Anti-Jewish track that
can be taken with this passage. They rejected, but Peter himself denied, and
all of humanity is implicated.
BIBLE STUDY
 Literary Context
 For full context, go back to chapter 3 and retell the story
Peter and John heal a man born crippled at the Temple gate.
This draws a crowd, because everyone knows this guy (he was a
regular at the Beautiful gate)
Peter and John speak to the crowds (3:11-26), telling them that they
healed in Jesus’ name (remember, that guy you rejected and had
crucified).
 All humankind is indicted in the death of Jesus, not just the Jews.
Sadducees angered by what they were saying. Angered “that the apostles were teaching the people and announcing that the resurrection of the
dead was happening because of Jesus.” (Acts 4:3)
 Arrested, but many who heard became believers (their number grew to
5,000)
Acts 1:15 - the family of believers is 120.
Acts 2:41 - 3,000 were added
Acts 2:47 - The Lord adding daily
Acts 4:4 - The number grew to about 5,000

OFFERTORY

PSALM 23

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
There are those who have no place to rest, may our gifts provide shelter.
There are those who are parched for justice, may our generosity quench their thirst.
There are those who wander the streets alone and afraid, may our blessings provide
a way. There are those who are in the valleys of suffering, may offer ourselves
as companions on the journey. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

(Notes from Richard Bruxvoort Colligan)
V1 THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD…
 — name for kings, a title for YHWH
 — political
… I SHALL NOT WANT.
 — Invites a question of us: in what sense do we “not want?”
 — Revs: how is this disruptive in an entitlement culture
 — Tension in a world where a great many seem to be in want. Brueggemannworld as it is, as it could/should be?
 — A life of trust
V2 HE MAKES ME LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES; HE
LEADS ME BESIDE STILL WATERS;
 — not necessarily comfort (McCann)
 — forest of Hereth? (I Sam. 22:5)
V3 HE RESTORES MY SOUL. HE LEADS ME IN RIGHT
PATHS FOR HIS NAME’S SAKE.
 — A life of movement. (Phillip Keller, east African shepherd: A Shepherd Looks
at Psalm 23)
 — Richard’s song “All of My Days”
V4 EVEN THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE DARKEST
VALLEY, I FEAR NO EVIL; FOR YOU ARE WITH ME;
YOUR ROD AND YOUR STAFF—THEY COMFORT ME.
 — the voice of the text changes here
 — dependency, trust
 — Ziph valley? (I Samuel 23)
 — Rabbi Harold Kushner on evil, trouble, terror (The Lord is My Shepherd:
Healing Wisdom from the 23rd Psalm)
V5 YOU PREPARE A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE
PRESENCE OF MY ENEMIES…
 — eating with Jawas and Sandpeople
 Robot Chicken - lunch with Darth Vadar in the City of Clouds
…YOU ANOINT MY HEAD WITH OIL; MY CUP
OVERFLOWS.
 — about oil
 — “I shall not want” theme again

HYMN (Blue #379, insert)..................................................................................................
“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”
You are invited to stand and sing the closing hymn!
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………............................Camron Cummings, pianist
RIGHTMYER FAMILY RECEPTION FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to join us in the fellowship hall immediately following worship
to greet former church members from the Rightmyer family
who have joined us today in worship.

The sanctuary flowers today where given by
Joy Rainey Thompson in honor of the Rightmyer family
and in deep gratitude for the many years of
love, laughter and service they have given to
First Presbyterian Church of Americus.

