PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Earl and Beth Williams

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- William Hall, Senior (Katie Minich's father) passed away Thursday, April 15, 2021,
after being diagnosed with stage 4 bone cancer.
Condolences may be sent to:
Katie Minich
136 Taylor Street
Americus, GA 31709
Katie's Cell: (229) 220-1184
Email: katieminich@gmail.com
- Deb Aziz, friend of the Park’s family passed away on Saturday night, April 24th,2021.
Please pray for her partner Nancy, friends and family.
- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey has been moved to a long term acute care hospital in
Columbus. She is slowly improving.
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office
at 229-924-2162. Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship. Thank you!

“Christ the True Vine”
Public Domain/ Author: Anonymous
Spas Loza Istinnaya ikona

Philip was told by an angel to go south of Jerusalem, and on the road from Jerusalem to
Gaza, he met a court official of the queen of Ethiopia, who was a eunuch. The eunuch
had gone to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home, reading from the prophet
Isaiah. There were non-Jews who believed there was one God, and who read and
studied the scriptures. Non-Jews were allowed to worship in the outer court of the
temple, but not all were able to convert. A eunuch would have been prevented by
tradition. Instead, Philip explained the passage of the suffering servant in Isaiah 53:7-8
and interpreted it through the lens of Jesus. When they found water near the road, the
eunuch asked Philip what was preventing him from being baptized, and Philip
baptized him. The eunuch was one of the first converts, and church tradition holds he
was the first missionary to Africa.

Sunday, May 2, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
Prayer prior to worship
Julian of Norwich in 1400 wrote, “In his love God clothes us, enfolds us and embraces
us; that tender love completely surrounds us, never to leave us.” And in 1 John 4, it is
written, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he
first loved us. Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars;
for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love
God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who
love God must love their brothers and sisters also.” Do you feel it – there, deep down in
your hearts? God’s love is alive, beating, breathing – in you! Because God abides in us,
we can live for others, allowing God’s love to bear fruit in us.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, pianist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Sommer Bower

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2021 Corporation Officers
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond
CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins
MAY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
Tuesday, May 18th, 6:00 pm - Session Meeting
Sunday, May 23rd - Pastor Sommer Vacation - Pulpit Supply
Sunday, May 30th - Graduation Celebration

CALL TO WORSHIP
Here in this place of worship,
with the congregation of the faithful,
we lay down our fears,
to boldly sing God’s praise.
Here where God waits to serve us at the Table:
we shall be so filled with love
that we will run to serve others.
HYMN (Glory to God #12, insert).......................................................................................
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605
~ Prayers adapted from a prayer by Presbyterian Pastor Rev. Sarah Are, Sanctified Art LLC, currently a pastor at
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas and a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 How can I understand unless someone guides me?
 This statement illuminates the eunuch’s need for guidance as well as
Philips’s call to guide. How will you and your church guide those seeking
good news?
 “About whom...does the prophet say this?” Is a passage only relevant to
Isaiah and his time or is this passage good news for the Eunuch? The basis of
this question I think lies in the hearts of many Christians.
“The biblical word is never merely about "back then." It is always a word
to us, to this moment, to these circumstances.” Tom Long, Feasting on the
Word – Year B, Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide
 What is to prevent me from being Baptized? How would you or your
church respond to this inquiry?
 There is no indication that the eunuch believed in Jesus or truly understood who Jesus was, but somehow he heard the good news in Baptism
 “The conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch demonstrates for African Americans
of the 19th and early 20th centuries the fulfilment of Ps. 68:31 that Ethiopia
will “stretch out her hands to God...Numerous references to this text [Ps 68:31]
in sermons, speeches, and other writings during the 19th and early 20th centuries relate it to racial pride as a counter to racial prejudice…”Demetrius K. Williams, “Acts” True to Our Native Land, p. 227

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE

Acts 8:26-40

26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got
up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet
Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip
ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he
was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent
before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the
earth.”
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38 He commanded the chariot to
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

ironically stereotyped as sexually immoral
Jesus refers to “eunuchs from birth” in Matthew 19:12
 Isaiah 53 - refers to one who is “shorn” and was a book of hope to
eunuchs, captives and the poor.
 This can be seen explicitly in Isaiah 56:4-5, “For thus says the LORD:
To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths, who choose the things that
please me and hold fast my covenant, I will give, in my house and
within my walls, a monument and a name better than sons and
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut
off.”
 This passage has also been lifted up as a passage of hope among many in the
LGBT community for Philip does not acknowledge the eunuch being racially or sexually different, but instead shares the story of Jesus with him and Baptizes him- regardless of biology, sexual or sociocultural norms.
“Philip simply teaches that the prophecies in Isaiah have been revealed and fulfilled
in Jesus. The text does encourage us to accept persons who are biologically, sexually, different from dominant sociocultural norms. We, like Isaiah, Jesus, Philip, and
the eunuch, are affirmed in the call to share the good news of the God of Israel revealed in Jesus without partiality or prejudice.”-Karen Baker-Flitcher, Feasting on
the Word – Year B, Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide (emphasis added)
 In the Wilderness- both encounter God in one another
 Eunuch finds God in a local who is able to travel with him for a ways and reveal
the good news in the scriptures
 Philip encounters God in one whom (at least some of) the religious authorities
had declared unclean, yet the good news of Jesus sees the man-not as a eunuch but as someone in need of good news
“When Phillip joined this person who sought to worship God despite his exclusion,
was it perhaps Phillip himself who was converted to the faith?” Nadia Bolz Weber,
The Hardest Question (great blog that no longer exists :( )





 Question 3 - “Tell me, about whom does the prophet say this? Is he talking
about himself or someone else?"
“The eunuch asked the right question, one that is like a prayer that
God will answer. Now the body of God will be seen where no one
would have imagined or dared to look, at the place of humiliation and
pain and on a eunuch’s chariot.”
“Philip and the eunuch are in that strange new unknown that
surrounds divine presence. Where God comes a surprising new
follows, such that no one in Israel had ever seen. The strange and the
new wrought by God will now bind together Philip and the eunuch in a
new paradigm of belonging. They will not forever travel the same
road.”
 Question 4 - “What prevents me from being baptized?”
“Faith found the water. Faith will always find the water”
There is no catechism or vows or ritual. There is only Spiritual thirst.
“There will be no correct or proper image of a disciple, no bodily
model by which to pattern himself, and no one to begin a process of
erasure or eradication of his differences. Philip will not be allowed to
stay to tell him who to be or how to be, how to see himself or receive
a preloaded life script in Christ.”
Baptism
 By baptizing the Ethiopian, Philip is expanding the mission of the Jesus followers to the Gentiles long before it is embraced by the church itself. It
won’t be until Acts 11 and the conversion of Cornelius (by Peter) that the
church will acknowledge that “God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:18).
 “The conversion of an ‘Ethiopian’ eunuch, then, provides a graphic illustration and symbol of the diverse persons who will constitute the church.
Therefore, the forecast of the mission ‘to the end of the earth’ (Acts 1:8)
finds symbolic fulfillment in Acts 8:26-40...in ancient Greco-Roman reckoning, ‘Ethiopia’ represented the southern ‘end of the earth’”. Demetrius K.
Williams, “Acts”, True to Our Native Land, p. 226
Sexual Stigma
 Eunuch - castrated male, typically castrated before puberty, be seen as
“safe among women” and to perform social functions for royalty (like being
a treasurer)

MESSAGE....................................................................…............... Pastor Sommer Bower
“The Wilderness Road“



OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Christ reminds us that lovers of God must be lovers of people And so, we are invited to
show our love as we offer ourselves and our gifts to Christ, to Christ’s church, and to
one another. May we share freely and generously the love and abundance that
God has given. Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God #507, insert)…………………………………………………..………..……………......

“Come to the Table of Grace”
COMMUNION
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The
communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. You are
invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will bring
elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to participate
in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and thanksgiving to God
for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living presence of Jesus,
crucified and risen.
HYMN (Glory to God #306, insert)....................................................................................
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………............................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

Who is the Eunuch? Not much is known other than what we have
 “the Ethiopian was someone wealthy enough to ride in a chariot, educated
enough to read Greek, devout enough to study the prophet Isaiah, and
humble enough to know that he cannot understand what he is reading
without help. He is also hospitable. When Philip speaks to him (at the
direction of the Holy Spirit), the Ethiopian invites the talkative pedestrian to
join him in his chariot. For a modern parallel, imagine a diplomat in Washington, D.C., inviting a street preacher to join him in his late model Lexus for a
little Bible study.” Barbara Brown Taylor, Feasting on the Word – Year B, Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide.
 Could have been Jewish (as could have Candance) there were Jewish
teachings in Ethiopia going back to King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba
 Racism would not have been as much of an issue as sexual status (Karen
Baker-Flitcher,Feasting on the Word – Year B, Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide - this is true for the ancient world, but not for the way in which Western
Christian Scholars have interpreted this story by ignoring the recognizable
black African identity of the Ethiopian eunuch or dismissing his baptism as
being less significant ( or even illegitimate) than the baptism of Cornelius
 Was the eunuch even allowed to worship in the temple? Unknown.
Depends on whether there was a strict reading of Deuteronomy or Isaiah
 Biblical Conundrum:
Deuteronomy 23:1 or Isaiah 11:11 and 56:4-6
 It is important to note “that the Ethiopian eunuch is a recognizable black
African from ancient Nubia.” Demetrius K. Williams, “Acts”, True to Our
Native Land, p. 226
Their conversation and four questions (this segment from Willie James Jennings)
 Question 1 - “Do you understand what you are reading?”
Philip literally chases down the carriage, breaking down boundaries of
ethnicity, class, and social status.
“God is chasing after this eunuch.”
 Question 2 - “Without someone to guide me, how could I?”
“The reading of the holy word must always bend toward communal.”
The response to the question with this question opens up the channel
God was chasing after - the relationship is opened and boundaries are
crossed.

ACTS 8:26-39

Excavation of the John the Baptist church
near the Jordan River

BIBLE STUDY


Who is Philip?
 Called to be one of the first set of deacons last week
 Immediately after the stoning of Stephen, the church scatters to Samaria,
including Philip.
 Acts 8:5-6 “Philip went down to a city in Samaria and began to preach Christ
to them. The crowds were united by what they heard Philip say and the signs
they saw him perform, and they gave him their undivided attention.”
 Philip’s preaching and teaching converts Simon the sorcerer. His success in
Samaria leads Peter and John to go there as well.
 “The apostles are in Samaria, and their voices are being heard in unusual
places. This is extraordinary. They are there, not because they want to be
there, but because they are now subject to God’s asserting love. The Holy
Spirit is pushing them toward the Samaritans and beyond… They will soon
turn back to Jerusalem, but little do they know that they can never fully go
back. Their world turned upside down by the Spirit is yet turning, and the
Jerusalem they know and the home they understand will soon become very
complicated.” Willie James Jennings, Acts, p. 81

