
  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Amelia Bibler 

Revs. Josh and Sommer Bower; Cade and Dianna 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 

- William Hall, Senior (Katie Minich's father) passed away Thursday, April 15, 2021,   
after being  diagnosed with stage 4 bone cancer.  

 Condolences may be sent to:  
Katie Minich  

136 Taylor Street  
Americus, GA 31709  

Katie's Cell: (229) 220-1184 
Email: katieminich@gmail.com 

- Deb Aziz, friend of the Park’s family passed away on Saturday night, April 24th,2021.  
Please pray for her partner Nancy, friends and family. 

- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey has been moved to a long term acute care hospital in 
Columbus. She is slowly improving. 

- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed  
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 

If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the  
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office 

at 229-924-2162.  Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the 
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship.  Thank you!  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 98 is a song of praise after battle. The people have survived and are victorious, 
and the psalmist invokes images of the Exodus. All of creation sings praises to God, 
and the psalmist calls upon the people to make music to God with their instruments 

and voices, and creation to clap with the floods and for the hills to sing.  
God is the one who judges the earth, and the people with equity. 

 

Paul’s own testimony is in Galatians 1:13-17 and 2:11-21. Paul shared his experience 
of the Son of God being revealed to him when he was trying to destroy the church.  

In his own words, he was “far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors.”  
Paul understood this revelation of Jesus as a call by God to proclaim Chris to the 
 Gentiles. Skipping ahead to 2:11, Paul wrote about the hypocrisy he experienced. 
 He himself was a Jew and was appalled that Cephas (Peter) used to eat with the  

Gentiles but stopped after members from the Jerusalem church sent by James came to 
visit, keeping up a tradition of separating themselves from Gentiles who were  
considered unclean under the law. This is not the true Gospel that Paul knew 

 through Jesus Christ. In Paul’s view, if the law was enough for salvation,  
Christ died for nothing, for justification comes through faith in Christ. 

 

 

 



Sunday, May 9, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 
Prayer as we gather before worship 

Our God is the God of dawn, the God of breaking open, the God of the empty tomb.  
Our God continues to do a new thing that springs forth—can you not perceive it? You 
are made new. You are loved. You are forgiven. Go and share the good news, that God is 
making all things new. Your love knows no bounds, and we are all Your children. We 
thank You and praise You, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made. Help us to grow 
in Your love, to live out Your commandment through the Son to love our neighbor as 
ourselves, and to continue to hold holy Your image in all of us, which is love. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                     Psalm 98 
O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. His right hand and his 
holy arm have gotten him victory. 

The Lord has made known his victory;  
he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.  
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;  
break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King,  
the Lord. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. 
Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy 

at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming to judge the earth.  
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 

 
 
 
 
 

HYMN (Blue #288, insert)................................................................................................... 
“I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been 

paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor 
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620 
 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2021                                    Class of 2022                                     Class of 2023 
Russ Childers                                    Jim Buffaloe             Meda Krenson 
Emily Collins                                     Cynthia Richmond            Sharon Parks 
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams            Joy Thompson 

 

2021 Corporation Officers 
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond  

CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins  
 
 
 
 

MAY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR 

Every Sunday at 3pm = Join us on Sunday at 3:00 pm (via Google Meets) for centering 
prayer! You can join by going to www.meet.google.com and put the code  
"nzx-bgti-ffi" OR you can call in by calling 401-903-4966, PIN 168-518-415#.   
 
Thursday, May 6th, 12:00 noon - World Day of Prayer 

Sunday, May 9th, Called Session Meeting -10:30 am  

Tuesday, May 18th, 6:00 pm - Session Meeting 

Sunday, May 23rd - Pastor Sommer Vacation - Pulpit Supply 

Sunday, May 30th - Graduation Celebration  

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 
 

  

http://www.meet.google.com/


  I n short- Paul’s concern is theological where Peter’s seems to be ecclesio-
logical 
  Paul’s focus is that the unity of the community relies on the Gospel  

alone (2:5) not on the law or Jewish tradition 
  One of the most important parts of this passage is the pronoun  shift in v. 
15 to “we” in this “we” Paul is including himself and Peter.  
  This theological disagreement is not dividing the community- they are 
still a “we” - we are on the “same side” 

 Justification - “works of the law” and “faith in Christ” 
  Important to note that Paul’s justification by faith is used specifically to 
address the inclusion of Gentiles into the early Church. It is not a founda-
tion of Christian thought until Augustine makes it the pillar of his theology. 
  For Paul the notion of justification by faith is not an individual act of in-
clusion, but a communal act of the inclusion of non-Jews in the Christian 
community 
  Augustine is the one who takes Paul’s justification by faith and reframes 
it as an answer to individual guilt and sin. Luther, who was firmly devoted 
to Augustine theology, built off of this notion of individual salvation as a  
response to his own individual anxiety and guilt and the selling of indul-
gences. 
 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 Unity for unity’s sake is not necessarily a good thing- we have to consider the  
theological and communal implications of unity- especially when the unity of one 
community is set against the unity of another. 

  We continue to see this play out in the acceptance of persons in churches and 
denominations. Churches (local) and denominations have often decided not to 
take a stand or make a statement about  inclusion out of a concern for unity. 
But what are they sacrificing for the sake of unity? What theological and  

    ecclesiological statement are they making by doing nothing?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
As we stumble through the shadow of sin, may God illuminate the paths of goodness 

and joy. As the psalms sing praises and as the Apostle Paul testifies, may we hear 
 the truth being proclaimed and respond. Amen.  

 
 

SCRIPTURE           Galatians 1:13-17, 2:11-21 
13 You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting 
the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14 I advanced in Judaism beyond many 
among my people of the same age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my 
ancestors. 15 But when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me 
through his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him 
among the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, 17 nor did I go up to  
Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I went away at once into 
Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus. 
 
11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood  
self-condemned; 12 for until certain people came from James, he used to eat with the  
Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back and kept himself separate for fear of the 
circumcision faction. 13 And the other Jews joined him in this hypocrisy, so that even 
Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not 
acting consistently with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If 
you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the  
Gentiles to live like Jews?” 15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 
16 yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith 
in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be  
justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because no one will 
be justified by the works of the law. 17 But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we 
ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 
18 But if I build up again the very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that 
I am a transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to 
God. I have been crucified with Christ; 20 and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do not nullify the grace of God; for if  
justification comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 2:11-14 

 Peter and Paul 
 Back to Acts 13-14 and Paula and Barnabas' mission in Antioch (which is in 
Galatia) 
 The church in Antioch, like most of the early Christian communities, shared 
common meals together (emulating Jesus’ ministry of table sharing). Peter, 
Paul, Barnabas and others participated in these meals.  
 “Certain men from James” would have come from the Church in Jerusalem 
where James, the brother of Jesus, was a leader and whatever they said (or 
simply by their presence) Peter, Barnabas, and others stopped eating with the 
Gentiles. They stopped sharing common meals 

 While there are many reasons given for why Peter was urged to stop 
eating with the Gentile Christians, perhaps one of the most plausible is 
out of concern for the Jerusalem Church and not out of discrimination 
against Gentiles 
 Jewish nationalism was on the rise (leading up to the Jewish  
Revolt) and zealous Jewish factions within Jerusalem were pressur-
ing Jews (including Jewish Christians) to stop associating with  
Gentiles.  
 James sends “certain men” to Peter to let him know that his 
sharing common non-kosher meals with Gentiles may have serious 
repercussions for the church in Jerusalem. 
 Peter stops participating in the common meals out of concern for 
the unity of the church in Antioch and Jerusalem 

 Paul thinks this is terrible and uses this letter to call Peter out  

 Paul sees “Peter’s separation from table-fellowship means that the 
Gentile Christians can only be considered second-class citizens. If they 
want to eat with Peter and other Jewish Christians, then they will have 
to get themselves circumcised and become Jews (“… compel the  
Gentiles to live like Jews,” 2:14 italics mine). The unity of the church 
would then be based on circumcision and law rather than on the gospel 
of grace.” Cousar, C. B. (1982). Galatians (p. 47). Atlanta, GA: John Knox 
Press. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 “There is no hint (except in a strained exegesis of Rom. 7:7–25) 
that Paul had a tortured conscience and troubled soul which 
Christ then replaced with peace of mind and eternal security.  
Luther’s interpretation (or misinterpretation) of Paul’s change  
colored his view of the doctrine of justification” p.31 

 “we need to be wary of psychologizing Paul’s experience, that is, of    
interpreting the incident itself or its dramatic sequel in terms of the  

        insights of modern psychology or psychiatry.” p. 31 
 Paul doesn’t give much insight into the inner workings of his 
mental state 

 Importance of Call and Purpose 
 Paul is resolute in his call and purpose which was established before his 
birth 
 He does not feel the guilt of what came before, because it was God who 
decided when it was time for him to be “converted” and commissioned 
 This sense of call and purpose seems to give Paul the resilience, strength, 
and confidence to carry his message in the midst of hostility from Gentiles, 
Jews and fellow apostles. 
 This also underscores that Paul does not view his experience on the  
Damascus road as a conversion event. He is simply living into who God  
created him to be - similar to Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:5) and Isaiah’s suffering 
servant (Isaiah 49:1-6) 
 Not about the benefits - Couser and Barth both note that Christian often 
lift up the benefits of following Christ (e.g. assurance, peace of mind, salva-
tion, fulfillment), but Paul’s focus isn’t on the benefits he has received but 
rather the commission he has received. The call of Christ is a call to serve 
the world, not to sit back and feel good about oneself. 
 “At the core of the Christian experience a centrifugal force pushes 
believers—sometimes successfully, sometimes not—beyond the  
temptation to tarry forever with their own problems or with the preoc-
cupation with Christ’s benefits so that they may join God’s work in  
convincing the world of his holy love.” p. 35 Cousar, C. B. (1982).  
Galatians (p. 35). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN (Blue #485, insert)………………………………………………………….…………...………….……… 
“To God be the Glory” 

 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE.....................................................................…............ Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Light the Beacon” 

 

 
OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
As we offer our gifts to you, Gentle Shepherd, may we set aside our fears of the 

 future, so you might lead us into your future, may we become the goodness and 
 mercy for which others have been looking all their lives.  

 This we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #839, insert)................................................................................. 
 “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine”  

You are invited to stand and sing the closing hymn! 

 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………..........................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “The letter… contains some of the most enduring and influential formula-
tions of the Christian church. Later Christians learned from this letter that  
Judaism, as narrowly defined as the observance of the commandments of the 
Torah and the refusal to believe in Jesus as the Son of God, had and has no 
value.” 
 The polemic is softened when considering that Paul’s aim is at new  
converts, “his primary concern was to make sure that they did not begin to 
observe the Torah. Nowhere in his letters, neither in Galatians nor else-
where, does Paul attempt to convince native Jews to abandon the Torah.” 
 

 Jewish credentials and Paul’s Call 
 Because Paul is addressing the issue of circumcision, he begins by  
establishing his traditionalist, Jewish credentials and then moves to his call 
on the road to Damascus which establishes his apostolic credentials.  
 v. 16 “that I might proclaim [Jesus] among the Gentiles” is in conflict with 
Peter’s statement in Acts 15:7, “you know that in the early days God made a 
choice among you, that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles 
would hear the message of the good news and become believers.” 
 This is one of three times Paul describes his experience on the road to 
Damascus firsthand (see also Phil. 3:4-11 and 1 Cor. 15:8-11) There is a lot of 
debate about whether or not Paul’s Damascus experience was a call or a con-
version. Perhaps one of the best explorations of this is by the late Krister 
Stendahl in the short (and excellent) book, Paul Among Jews and Gentiles 
 Charles Cousar lifts up several cautionary notes about Paul’s Damascus 
Road experience in Galatians (p. 30). Atlanta, GA: John Knox Press.:  

 “what happened on the Damascus Road was a unique experience, 
Paul’s own, and we need to be wary of taking it as a model conversion 
after which all others should be patterned.” 
 “we need to be wary of using contemporary experiences to interpret 
Paul.” - he goes on to point out that Martin Luther read his experience 
of guilt/anxiety/depression into Paul, when there is no indication in 
Paul’s letters that he suffered from the same spiritual despair that  
Luther did. 

 

https://amzn.to/2PEtaJ2


B I B L E  S T U D Y  
 Galatians Background 

 Written by Paul (undisputed) probably between 51 and 57 CE  
 Galatia is a region, not a town, in central Asia Minor (modern Turkey) 
reaching from the Black Sea in the North to the Mediterranean in the 
South. 
There is disagreement among scholars whether he is writing to churches in 
Northern or Southern Galatia. Southern Galatia was a province established 
by the Roman which included the Kingdom of Galatia in the North. (James 
Boyce, enterthebible.org) 

  Ultimately this has to do with dating the letter - those scholars that 
argue for a “southern Galatia theory” place this letter as one of Paul’s 
earliest and tie it to his first missionary journey as described in Acts 13
-14.  
  The majority of Scholars believe this to be written to the  
Galatian churches in the North, later in his ministry 

 Paul’s aim for the letter (all quotes below are from Galatians Notes by Shaye 
Cohen, The Jewish Annotated Bible) 

 This letter is a strong polemic against the Torah and Judaism. 

 Paints a negative caricature of Judaism as simply strict adherence to the 
Torah. 
 Some of the same themes as other letters, but less nuanced here.  

 Seems to be answering to his person critics. In response, he ramps up the 
rhetoric. 

 “Paul angrily accuses these teachers of perverting the gospel, of 
being unprincipled, of demanding circumcision merely to avoid  
persecution from Torah-observant Jews, and to provide an occasion 
for boasting. Because these rivals attacked his apostolic credibility, 
Paul not only responds in kind, but also offers an autobiographical 
defense … He also provides empirical proof for his legitimacy: after 
believing in Christ as Paul taught them, the Galatians Received the 
Holy Spirit and the ability to do miracles - gifts they had not received 
by overseeing works of law.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.enterthebible.org/newtestament.aspx?rid=10
http://www.enterthebible.org/newtestament.aspx?rid=10
https://amzn.to/3vlDDIu


 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G A L A T I A N S  1 : 1 3 - 1 7 ;  2 : 1 1 - 2 1  
 
I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  

 Galatians is written in response to some apostles requiring gentiles Galatian 
Church members to be circumcised 
 Focus on justification through their faith in Jesus Christ (as opposed to being 
included in the covenant via circumcision) 
 Clearly deep tension between Peter and Paul 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=Galatians+1%3A13-17%3B+2%3A11-21&t=ceb&t2=nrs


 

 

 

 

 
 

Special Prayer for Mother’s Day 
 

The prophet Isaiah said, “As a mother comforts her child, so I will  
comfort you.” Mothering God, we cherish Your great love for us. 

 
 

 As the Creator, You made us in Your image, and called  
life from the earth and water. In baptism, we are born anew, from water and 

Spirit, and Your love and care are made known to us as we grow in faith.  
 
 

We give You thanks for those who have been mothers and  
stepmothers in our lives, for grandmothers and aunts and all those who have 

been like mothers to us, who have shown us Your comfort and courage,  
peace and strength. 

 
 

God of Peace, we acknowledge that this day that was originally created for 
mothers grieving the loss of their children in war. We grieve with all who have 
lost a child, who have struggled with fertility issues, who have had to give up 

children in foster care and adoption.  
 
 

May Your love surround us, hold us in these tender times. 
Loving God, we hold tenderly the ones who have difficult relationships with 

their mothers, for those who have separated in relationship.  
We weep with those who are missing their mothers. 

 
 

In these difficult times, O God, we know the distance that separates us, the 
physical distance for safety, the distance of time for those gone, the distance of 

fading memories. We know the distance of estrangement.  
We pray for healing wherever possible, O God, for forgiveness wherever  

possible, and for the hope that You bring in our lives. 
Hold us, Loving Parent, in Your healing hands, on this day. Amen. 

 

 
 

by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell  
rev-o-lution.org 

 

 

 

 


