PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Bob and B.J. Bryan
Jim and Pat Buffaloe
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey has been moved to a long term acute care hospital in
Columbus. She is slowly improving.
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed
with peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office
at 229-924-2162. Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship. Thank you!

“We Are One in Jesus Christ” by Soichi Watanabe
Located in the Overseas Ministries Study Center at Princeton Theological Seminary

www.omsc.org

Each year, the Overseas Ministry Study Center offers a unique opportunity for one
artist from the majority world to pursue their work freely while participating in
the life of our Residential Study Program at Princeton Seminary. Since its
inauguration in 2001, the OMSC Artist in Residence Program has hosted twelve
outstanding visual artists. At Princeton Theological Seminary, we plan to expand
this opportunity to include musical and literary artists in the future.
The current artist in residence is Soichi Watanabe.
We continue in Paul’s letter to the Galatians, where he turns his attention to the
members of the church, who are Gentiles but have been led astray believing they were
not fully included. Paul’s argument is that faith is what makes a believer part of God’s
family. Faith is what makes a believer a descendant of Abraham, not blood. In vs.
23-29, Paul declares that all who believe belong to Christ, and therefore are heirs
of the promise given through God’s covenant to Abraham. There is no division or
distinction between Jew and Greek, slave or free, male or female—any division created
on earth dissolves in the new creation in Christ.

Sunday, May 16, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
What to be prayerful about as we prepare our hearts for worship
Creator God, we confess that at times we are stuck. We are unable to move forward, and
only can look back on what once was. We wonder where You are leading us, as it seems
we are alone. Help us to become unstuck. Help us to move by faith, to trust that You are
with us, guiding us along the way. Call to us so we will follow Your ways. Encourage
us to live into hope instead of frozen in fear. We belong to Christ and have the power to
reject fear. Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, help us in this journey of life and faith,
now and always. Amen.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
The greeting Paul gives the Galatians in 1:3-5
Grace and peace to you
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who gave himself for our sins
according to the will of our God and Father,
to whom be glory forever and ever!

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been
paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2021 Corporation Officers
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond
CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins
MAY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR

Every Sunday at 3pm = Join us on Sunday at 3:00 pm (via Google Meets) for
centering prayer! You can join by going to www.meet.google.com and put the code
"nzx-bgti-ffi" OR you can call in by calling 401-903-4966, PIN 168-518-415#.
Thursday, May 6th, 12:00 noon - World Day of Prayer
Sunday, May 9th, Called Session Meeting -10:30 am
Tuesday, May 18th, 6:00 pm - Session Meeting
Sunday, May 23rd - Pastor Sommer Vacation - Pulpit Supply

HYMN (Blue #142, insert)...................................................................................................
“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name”

Sunday, May 30th - Graduation Celebration

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605

“An Odd Mob”
Written by Bruce Prewer
Loving God, we are an odd mob.
We thank You for the widely different types of people,
and expressions of faith,
which constitute the membership of your Church in this century.
We give thanks for those who appear born to express faith
through creeds and behavior.
We give thanks for others who seem destined to follow Christ
among innumerable questions and doubts.
We give thanks for members whose faith appears to be
a profound, childlike simplicity, unhurried and unworried.
We give thanks for those who seem unable to find one satisfying word
with which to describe You,
yet whose faith is constantly renewed by a wordless awe
in the presence of Unnameable Love.
Lover of diversity, God of all souls,
continue to give us the grace to treasure each other with all our oddness
and to use these differences as we minister to the diversity of people
who share this twenty first century with us.
To your praise and glory. Amen!

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Congratulations Graduates!

SCRIPTURE

Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus
Christ was publicly exhibited as crucified! 2 The only thing I want to learn from you is
this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing the works of the law or by believing what you
heard? 3 Are you so foolish? Having started with the Spirit, are you now ending with
the flesh? 4 Did you experience so much for nothing? —if it really was for nothing. 5
Well then, does God supply you with the Spirit and work miracles among you by your
doing the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard?
6 Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” 7 so,
you see, those who believe are the descendants of Abraham. 8 And the scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel beforehand
to Abraham, saying, “All the Gentiles shall be blessed in you.” 9 For this reason, those
who believe are blessed with Abraham who believed. 23 Now before faith came, we
were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. 24
Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified
by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian,
26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many of you as
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for
all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

Graduation Banquet
Sunday, May 30th at First Presbyterian Church
11:00am worship, followed by a catered lunch
First Presbyterian Church is looking forward to celebrating the graduations of
Kevin Richmond, Thom Bibler and Samantha West. Join the congregation after
11:00am worship for a picnic lunch to honor our distinguished graduates.
Food is being provided, so the only thing you need to bring will be your good
cheer and well wishes for the graduates.
We look forward to celebrating the accomplishments of
Kevin, Thom and Samantha!
First Presbyterian Church
125 South Jackson Street, Americus, Georgia 31709 229-924-2162
www.americuspresbyterian.org

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

V

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/blogs/how-have-memorable-graduation-ceremony-home

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS

HYMN (Blue #151, insert)………………………………………………………….………....………….………
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”



Charles Cousar summarizes this passage: “The redefinition of the people of God
is now complete. Before the coming of Christ that people’s pride was the law; it
was the gift of God which set her apart as a special people, unlike other nations
and religions. By attention to the law she sought to maintain her privileged
position as the chosen of God. Then the Messiah came, and the question of who
really belongs to God’s people was transformed. Christ fulfilled a promise to
Abraham which had to do with the expansion of his family as a component in
their heritage. The people of God no longer is determined by the law but by
Christ, belonging to him, being joined to him in baptism. But to redefine God’s
people in this way is to imply revolutionary consequences for the nature of the
new fellowship.
 The distinctions do not evaporate, they are simply left powerless. Paul continues to address the distinctions in other letters. Sometimes in similarly radical
ways, and at other times in more culturally-appropriate ways. The heart of this
passage though is revealing a trajectory toward unity that is made possible in
Christ. The distinctions are cultural constructions, not the will of God. In God
through Christ, there is only oneness. As the people of Christ, we are to
continue this trajectory.

MESSAGE.....................................................................…............ Pastor Sommer Bower
“One in Christ”
OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Almighty God, give us the courage to pick up our cross and respond to the
needs of the world, give us the stamina to follow you, to be your
hands and heart in the world; enable us to witness to your grace and mercy.
We pray all this through the love your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God #837, insert).................................................................................
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”
You are invited to stand and sing the closing hymn!
*BENEDICTION
The God who created all things and all people, the God who called Abraham and Sarah
and their descendants for the benefit of all people, and the God who in Jesus Christ
came into this world to redeem all people, is the God who has chosen to love the whole
human family. Truly, in and because of Christ Jesus, we are all beloved
“children of God”; we are all chosen to be “one in Christ Jesus.”
*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………..........................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!



No longer Jew nor Greek, slave or free, male and female.
 It is impossible to overstate the impact of this statement.
 Racial, religious, ethnic, class, and gender roles are deemed invalid. In a
culture based on these divisions, with a careful order to everything, this is
beyond radical.
 According to Andrew Prior (One Man’s Web) “Based on the vocabulary, scholars think the words "There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus…" are an early Christian liturgy which Paul is reminding
Galatia about, and reinterpreting. (Galatians, Martyn pp374) They are probably part of a baptismal liturgy.

The implications of these words, combined with Paul's interpretation of them, are
simply stunning. Paul is undercutting the foundation of the whole world.”
 Another great quote from this article: “He reminds us Paul is quoting liturgy;
probably a baptismal formula. In baptism, the old opposites on which the
foundations of our self understanding are laid, and the very foundations of our
society are laid, are undermined.
Not only is Paul disagreeing with the Jerusalem believers, he is handing out the
ultimate insult. You are not only wrong. Your whole conception of the foundations
of life with God is irrelevant. You trying to stand on a foundation which does not
even exist!”



 From the Wesley Study Bible notes: “The purpose of the law was to deal
with transgressions by making them explicitly known as violations against
God… Moreover the law could not make it adherents righteous; instead it
confined them to sin. This all changed when Christ came and righteousness
by faith was established. Now that Christ and the new era have arrived, there
is no reason to remain under the law and its method of dealing with sin.”
Children of God
 This is different than the way progressives often throw around this term.
Many use “Children of God” to imply that all humans are “children of God,”
but I don’t think Paul would agree with this.
 God wants all people to be God’s children, but becoming a “child of God”
comes through faith, not simply birth.
 Yet at the same time Paul is opening this idea of “Children of God” to an
unprecedented level.
 “John Dominic Crossan and Jonathan L. Reed imagine this conversation
with the Apostle Paul:
 Do you think, Paul, that all men are created equal and endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights? I am not speaking about
all men but about all Christians. But do you think, Paul, that all people
should be Christians? Yes, of course. Then do you think, Paul, that it is
God’s will for all people to be equal with one another? Well, let me
think about that one for a while and, in the meantime, you think about
equality in Christ.” 30 (Alicia Vargas, Working Preacher)
 Allen Brehm, The Waking Dreamer: “think in our day and time, we should
follow Paul’s lead and extend his thinking to include the whole human race
as God’s chosen people. If we’re honest with ourselves and each other, we
would have to admit that we have taken Paul’s scandalous overturning of
the system of privilege and discrimination and turned it into a whole new
means of looking down on others. We have turned our Christian faith into
an exclusive mark of superiority over all “non-believers.” But it would seem
to me that the God who created all things and all people, the God who
called Abraham and Sarah and their descendants for the benefit of all
people, and the God who in Jesus Christ came into this world to redeem all
people, is the God who has chosen to love the whole human family. Truly, in
and because of Christ Jesus, we are all beloved “children of God”; we are all
chosen to be “one in Christ Jesus.””

BIBLE STUDY ON: G A L A T I A N S

3:1-9, 23-29

GALATIANS 3:1-9
TONE IS IMPORTANT
 Can be read as yelling at the Galatians OR as a friendly jabbing to point out
where Paul feels they have been distracted in their faith
 He is calling them back to their experience of the Spirit which prompted their
faith in Jesus Christ
 Faith came from the spirit and the good news of Jesus Christ, not from
circumcision or from knowledge of the law
 Paul is asking if they remember what called them to their belief in the first
place
 The Galatians have been so caught up in the question of circumcision they
have forgotten or overlooked their experience of the spirit
Experience is paramount for Paul, because it is his experience on the
Road to Damascus which legitimates his apostolic ministry
 Abraham
 Paul is calling back to Abraham by claiming it is faith, not circumcision which
united believers with Abraham.
 Quoting Genesis 15:6 - it is faith, not only circumcision which unites Jews
and Gentiles into the family and covenant of Abraham
“he makes the point that God counted Abraham righteous in light of faith,
and so Abraham’s true descendants must be those who relate to God
through faith.” Cousar, C. B. (1982). Galatians (p. 71). Atlanta, GA: John Knox
Press.
 Paul quotes “All the Gentiles will be blessed in you.: (Gen. 12:3)
Modern translations of Gen 12:3
 NRSV: “I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses
you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed."
Common English Bible “ I will bless those who bless you, those who
curse you I will curse; all the families of the earth will be blessed
because of you."

“The Hebrew is ambiguous. Paul understands in you to mean
“through you”: through Abraham the nations attain God’s blessing.
Jewish exegetes understand in you as “by you.” Rashi on Gen 12:3
explains that even Gentiles will say, ‘may God bless you as he blessed
Abraham’ (by you=by invoking you). Gen. Rab. on Gen 12:3 explains
that God tells Abraham that the blessings of nature will reach all
humanity ‘by you’, i.e. ‘on your account’.” (Shaye Cohen, Jewish Annotated New Testament, p. 380)

GALATIANS 3:23-29
BIBLE STUDY
 Literary Context
 According to Borg, Galatians is one of the oldest writings from the New
Testament, second only to 1 Thessalonians
 Much of the letter deals with debate over circumcision and includes
objections aimed directly at Peter.
 Paul is upset with those he calls false teachers who are compelling new
believers to submit themselves to the Law, particularly circumcision.
 If you rely on trying to follow the Law, you will always come up short.
Instead, follow Christ.
 Recalls the promise of Abraham to be sons and daughters of righteousness.
Builds case around righteousness being passed down through
Abraham.
Jesus is the source of righteousness. His life, crucifixion, and
resurrect tion is our source of salvation, not the Law.
Grace through faith
 The Law and righteousness
The Law is God’s will and good. The problem with the Law was that it is only
able to convict.
The Law makes humanity aware of its own sinfulness, but to be inheritors of
Abraham’s promise we must also be aware of our righteousness.
Jesus came to free us from the prison of the Law, which is only able to
reveal our sin.

