
  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Mary Catron 

Russ and Jo Childers 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Passing of former church members - Gene Carter (December 2020)  

and Dr. Jack Carter (April 2021). The Carter’s were loyal members of First Presbyterian 
Church of Americus for many years. 

 

- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey is now at home with caregivers and Home Health Care 
Services. We are hoping for a full recovery, but this will take time. 

 
- Joy Thompson’s sister, Debra Sams is continuing cancer treatment in Augusta at the  

Medical College. She is doing remarkably well. 
 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 
 

If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the  
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office 

at 229-924-2162.  Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the 
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship.  Thank you!  

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A modern stained glass window from St Aloysius' church in Somers Town, London of the Holy Spirit 
descending on Our Lady and the apostles, as is recounted in Acts 2:1-11. 

Picture of the stained glass taken by Lawrence OP & published on Flickr.com  
 

On this Day of Pentecost, where do we see the Spirit at work? What gifts are being 
discovered, or perhaps rediscovered in this time? Long ago, the disciples were gathered 

together, but they were in a room alone when the Spirit descended upon them. The 
Spirit is at work among us and within us now, in new ways. Where might God be  

calling you to trust in the works of the Spirit, and how can we discern, acknowledge, 
and share in the gifts of the Spirit now? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

 
FACEBOOK 

You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 

Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 

 
 

 
CHURCH WEBSITE  

If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  

 www.americuspresbyterian.org  
 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been 

paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor 
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620 
 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2021                                    Class of 2022                                     Class of 2023 
Russ Childers                                    Jim Buffaloe             Meda Krenson 
Emily Collins                                     Cynthia Richmond            Sharon Parks 
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams            Joy Thompson 

 

2021 Corporation Officers 
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond  

CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins  
 
 
 

MAY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR 

Thursday, May 6th, 12:00 noon - World Day of Prayer 

Sunday, May 9th, Called Session Meeting -10:30 am. Gary, Carla and Caitlyn Cullison 

joined our congregation.  

Tuesday, May 18th, 6:00 pm - Session Meeting 

Pastor Sommer is on vacation in NY for a week May 20-May 28th.  
 

Sunday, May 23rd, Pentecost Sunday! - Pastor Sommer Vacation - Fairy Caroland 

preaching 

Sunday, May 30th - Graduation Celebration! Join us in celebrating our High School 

Graduates! 

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

  

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


Sunday, May 23, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 
Prayer Prior to Worship 

O God, in mystery and silence you are present in our lives, bringing new life out of  
destruction, hope out of despair, growth out of difficulty. We thank you that you do not 
leave us alone but labor to make us whole. Help us to perceive your unseen hand in the 

unfolding of our lives, and to attend to the gentle guidance of your Spirit,  
that we may know the joy you give your people. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                          Rev. Fairy Caroland  

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                           

We are here because were have heard the call of Jesus in our lives.  
We are here to challenge and support one another to rise up and follow.  
We are here because we want to be God’s people.  
We want to learn more about what it means to be the people of God.  
We come, seeking to be moved, changed and made whole by the spirit of the 

 living God.  
Let us open our hearts to the moving of the Spirit, and prepare to leave this 

 place as true disciples of Christ. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #280, insert).................................................................................... 
“Come Holy Spirit, Dwell Among Us”  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“For Joel the outpouring of the Spirit are a prelude to disaster, but for Peter these 
wonders have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ… and their purpose… is nothing less 
than the redemption of humankind.” (Brueggemann, Texts for Preaching, Year B, p. 
349) 

 Spirit of inclusivity 
 Age, gender, ethnically (all persons) 
 Signs and Wonders - theme throughout the first half of Acts -  
   performed by Jesus, the Spirit, Stephen, (Moses), Philip, Paul and   

Barnabas 
 The word of the Spirit is something which has happened, did hap-
pen (on Pentecost) and continues 

“Your young will see visions. Your elders will dream dreams.” Is it just me, or does 
that seem to be a reversal? I think of older people have mystical visions, and 
younger people as dreaming dreams. Yet here it is, the young are given visions usu-
ally reserved the old and wise, and dreams are given to those who may not live 
them out. 
 
T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 From either Becca or Lydia (can’t remember which) on Lit Liturgy Podcast: 
“Christmas is stupid without Easter. Easter is pointless without Pentecost.” 
 Is the current church as flexible as the ancient church to adapt to where the 
spirit is calling or do we insist on the Spirit working within our institutional and/or 
traditional methods? 

 Do we truly allow the spirit to guide us or is the Spirit in the backseat?  
 Are we willing to be led by the spirit without knowing the destination?  
Local churches struggling week to week 

Denominations struggling year to year 
Pastors struggling with calls 
Can we be led out of the temple and into the wilderness? 

 What do we need to be liberated from? 
The church? 

Consumerism? 
Self-importance? Self-delusion? Self-disregard? 

“Without Pentecost, we’d just be people who tell Jesus’ story. With Pentecost, 
we’re people who live into Jesus’ story” (Danielle Shroyer, The Hardest Question 
blog) 

https://amzn.to/2rrkGFN
http://thq.wearesparkhouse.org/new-testament/pentecostcnt/
http://thq.wearesparkhouse.org/new-testament/pentecostcnt/


 

 

 

 

 Spirit of Liberation 

 Liberation from Chaos - Genesis 1-2 
 Liberation from Babylon - Isaiah 11:2 

 Liberation from Rome - Luke 3:16, Acts 1:5 
 What do we need to be liberated from? 

 The church? 
 Consumerism? 
 Self-importance? Self-delusion? Self-disregard? 
 Joel 2:28-29 

 Joel background - not much is known about Joel or historical context.  
Possibly post-exilic, living in Jerusalem (Common English Study Bible notes, p. 
1445 OT) 

 “The book shows a blend of judgment and deliverance.” Subheadings   
in order: 
 Lament 
 Mourning 
 Suffering 
 Prophet’s Prayer 
 Alarm and Peril 
 Change your hearts 
 Compassion and promise 
 Judgment on nations 
 Coming war 
 Salvation 
 2:28-29 is within the Compassion and Promise section. 

 

 

 

https://amzn.to/2KN7d32


PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE                        Acts 2: 1-21 
 

2 When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 
from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of 
them. 4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages 
as the Spirit enabled them to speak.5 There were pious Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They 
were mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native  
languages. 7 They were surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all the people who 
are speaking Galileans, every one of them? 8 How then can each of us hear them 
speaking in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as well as residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews 
and converts to Judaism), 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the mighty 
works of God in our own languages!” 12 They were all surprised and bewildered. Some 
asked each other, “What does this mean?” 13 Others jeered at them, saying, “They’re 
full of new wine!”14 Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice 
and declared, “Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to 
my words! 15 These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after all, it’s only nine o’clock 
in the morning! 16 Rather, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17 In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
    Your young will see visions. 
    Your elders will dream dreams. 
18     Even upon my servants, men and women, 
        I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
        and they will prophesy. 
19 I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood and fire and a cloud of smoke. 
20 The sun will be changed into darkness, 
    and the moon will be changed into blood, 
        before the great and spectacular day of the Lord comes. 
21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Double Celebration: 
 End of the Spring Harvest (we aren’t in Illinois anymore)- connections 
to Peter’s Sermon (Joel 2:24a "the threshing floors shall be full of grain” 
and Jesus 10:2 ”The harvest is great, but the laborers are few 
 God gives the Hebrews the Torah - not explicit in the Hebrew Bible, but 
traditionally celebrated. 
 Gift of the Torah - which unites a people as a holy nation and priestly 
kingdom 
 Gift of the Spirit - which unites all people 
 Both are inclusive celebrations to be blessings to all people  

 Who is they? (David Bender, Feasting on the Word, Year B, volume 3) 

 The 11 (Acts 1:13)? 
 Has Matthias been added (Acts 1:26)? 

 Have the women been added (Acts 1:14)? 
 Do we allow the gift of the Spirit to flow through our congregations or only 
our seminaries and adjudicatories? 

 Baptism of the Spirit- see Luke 3:16, Acts 1:5 
 Images of the Spirit 

 Rush of wind, tongues of fire, community gathered 

 Freedom of the Spirit 
 Not limited by language 

 Reversal of Babel- once commanded to be fruitful, multiply and fill the Earth- 
now commanded to love one another 
 Perhaps the semi-collapse of Enlightenment orthodoxy, with its elevation of 
reason and science as the only paths to true knowledge of the world, has opened 
the door to a recovery of a kind of pre-/post-Enlightenment religiosity in which 
once again people are open to, and therefore experience, "signs and wonders." - 
David Gushee 
 Not limited by different languages or even needing to be explained - “What 
does this mean?” They cannot explain it and still today we try and answer this 
question 

https://amzn.to/2KOf4xt


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A C T S  2 : 1 - 2 1  
Listener Comment from 2014: “The problem with Pentecost is not that it's a busy 
time of the year, but that it so unambiguously requires of us that we carry the gos-
pel out into the world, and blow our own covers. It is one thing to adore the infant 
Jesus, another to mourn the death of Jesus in our insular communities. It is some-
thing else, VERY else, and to many, VERY scary, to proclaim the gospel in every ac-
tion we take, and to publicly proclaim ourselves to be THOSE people, those [insert 
negative adjective here] Christians. Pentecost gives us marching orders. Christmas is 
so much easier…” 
 

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
Acts 2 according to The Twible, by Jana Riess: “Product launch: Holy Ghost language 
course. Better than Berlitz! [Warning: User may seem inebriated. Tongue may catch 
fire.] 
 Every year- same passage- make it new! 
Pentecost Ideas on Pinterest 
 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  
 Pentecost - fifty days or seven weeks after Passover (Lev. 23:15-22) 
 Giving of law at Mount Sinai 

 End of the Spring Harvest 
 All were included in the celebration: Deut. 16:11 “you, your sons, your daugh-
ters, your male and female servants, the Levites who live in your cities, the immi-
grants, the orphans, and the widows” 
“Pentecost is the moment when gestation ceases and birthing occurs. Thus, it is 
both an end and a beginning, the leaving behind of that which is past, the launching 
forth into that which is only now beginning to be. Pentecost therefore is not a time 
of completion. It is moving forward into new dimensions of being, whose basic 
forms are clear, but whose fulfillment has yet to be realized.” (Walter 
Brueggemann, Texts for Preaching, Year B,  p. 347) 

Romans 8:22-27 
22 We know that the whole creation is groaning together and suffering labor pains 
up until now. 23 And it’s not only the creation. We ourselves who have the Spirit as 
the first crop of the harvest also groan inside as we wait to be adopted and for our 
bodies to be set free. 24 We were saved in hope. If we see what we hope for, that 
isn’t hope. Who hopes for what they already see? 25 But if we hope for what we 
don’t see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
26 In the same way, the Spirit comes to help our weakness. We don’t know what we 
should pray, but the Spirit himself pleads our case with unexpressed groans. 27 The 
one who searches hearts knows how the Spirit thinks, because he pleads for the 
saints, consistent with God’s will. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #289, insert)………………………………..……..…………....…….......…………. 
“On Pentecost They Gathered” 

 
 
 
 

MESSAGE..........................................................................................Rev. Fairy Caroland 
“Channels of the Spirit” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=acts+2:1-21&t=ceb&t2=nrs
http://astore.amazon.com/pulpfict-20/detail/0989774708
https://www.pinterest.com/explore/pentecost/?lp=true
https://amzn.to/2rrkGFN


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

OFFERTORY  
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God calls us to participate in the construction of a New Reality. We dedicate our  
offerings, our labors, our time toward the enrichment of our life as a covenant  

community, and toward the ministry God has given us. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #291, insert)................................................................................. 
 “Spirit, Spirt of Gentleness”  

You are invited to stand and sing the closing hymn! 

 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…..………..........................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 


