
  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 
 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Lisa and Rod Collins 

Tom and Emily Collins 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Passing of former church members - Gene Carter (December 2020)  

and Dr. Jack Carter (April 2021). The Carter’s were members of First Presbyterian 
Church of Americus for many years. 

 

- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey is now at home with caregivers and Home Health Care 
Services. We are hoping for a full recovery, but this will take time. 

 

- Joy Thompson’s sister, Debra Sams is continuing cancer treatment in Augusta at the  
Medical College. She is doing remarkably well. 

 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 
 

If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the  
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office 

at 229-924-2162.  Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the 
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship.  Thank you!  

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Jeremiah was a young boy (around the age of 12!) when God first came to him and 
proclaimed that Jeremiah would be a great Prophet of Israel. God makes it clear that 

God knows Jeremiah, created Jeremiah and desires an intimate relationship with 
 Jeremiah. That relationship will be essential in Jeremiah’s ministry because Jeremiah 

will be with the Jewish people during three military invasions by the Babylonians, 
 including the destruction of the Temple. The message would be hard one to sell….both 

to Jeremiah and then to the people of Israel. Most of Jeremiah’s calling will be  
preoccupied with the people understanding that loss. On the edges, the book of  

Jeremiah dares to imagine that God can give something good beyond the loss. Jeremiah 
at a young age was set apart to proclaim this hard but powerful message.  

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, May 30, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 
Prayer to prepare your hearts for worship 

O God of all the prophets, you knew us and chose us before you formed us in the womb. 
Fill us with faith that speaks your word, hope that does not disappoint, and love that 

bears all things for your sake, until that day when we shall know you fully, even as we 
are known by you. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP               (based on Jeremiah 1: 4-10) 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
before you were born I set you apart; 
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

I do not know how to speak. 
I am only a child. 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ 
You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you.” 

The Lord calls me. 
“Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms 
to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

Lord, you have called me. 
Lord, grant me the vision to live out Your calling. Amen. 
 
                                 
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #611, insert).................................................................................... 
“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  

 

 
 
 

 

        

 

 

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been 

paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor 
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620 
 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2021                                    Class of 2022                                     Class of 2023 
Russ Childers                                    Jim Buffaloe             Meda Krenson 
Emily Collins                                     Cynthia Richmond            Sharon Parks 
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams            Joy Thompson 

 

2021 Corporation Officers 
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond  

CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins  
 

MAY and JUNE 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Every Sunday at 3pm = Join us on Sunday at 3:00 pm (via Google Meets) for  
centering prayer! You can join by going to www.meet.google.com and put the code  

"nzx-bgti-ffi" OR you can call in by calling 401-903-4966, PIN 168-518-415#.   
 

Thursday, May 6th, 12:00 noon - World Day of Prayer 
 

Sunday, May 9th, Called Session Meeting -10:30 am. Gary, Carla and Caitlyn Cullison 
joined our congregation.  
 

Tuesday, May 18th, 6:00 pm - Session Meeting 
Pastor Sommer is on vacation in NY for a week May 20-May 28th.  

 

Sunday, May 23rd, Pentecost Sunday! - Pastor Sommer Vacation - Fairy Caroland 
preaching 
 

Sunday, May 30th - Graduation Celebration! Join us in celebrating our High School 
Graduates! 
 

Monday, May 31st - Memorial Day Holiday 
 

Friday, June 4th & 5th - First Presbyterian is hosting - Fuller Center bicyclists 
(providing dinner Friday, June 4th)  

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

  

http://www.meet.google.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/blogs/how-have-memorable-graduation-ceremony-home 

Congratulations Graduates!  
 

Graduation Banquet 
This Sunday, May 30th at First Presbyterian Church 

11:00am worship, followed by a special lunch following worship 
 

First Presbyterian Church is looking forward to celebrating the graduations of 
Kevin Richmond, Thom Bibler and Samantha “Sam” West. Join the congregation 
after 11:00am worship for a picnic lunch to honor our distinguished graduates.  
Food is being provided, so the only thing you need to bring will be your good 

cheer and well wishes for the graduates. 
 

We look forward to celebrating the accomplishments of  
Kevin, Thom and Samantha “Sam”! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditation of our hearts, 

 be acceptable in your sight, our Rock and our Redeemer. 
 

SCRIPTURE                  Jeremiah 1:1-10 & Jeremiah 7: 1-11 
1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land 
of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the Lord came in the days of King Josiah son of 
Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also in the days of King  
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, and until the end of the eleventh year of King  
Zedekiah son of Josiah of Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month. 4 
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to 
the nations.” 6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am 
only a boy.” 7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to 
all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you, 8 Do not be 
afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” 9 Then the Lord put out 
his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words 
in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck 
up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

Jeremiah 7: 1-11 
7 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 Stand in the gate of the Lord’s 
house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the Lord, all you people 
of Judah, you that enter these gates to worship the Lord. 3 Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your doings, and let me dwell with you in this 
place. 4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: “This is the temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.” 5 For if you truly amend your ways and 
your doings, if you truly act justly one with another, 6 if you do not oppress the alien, 
the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go 
after other gods to your own hurt, 7 then I will dwell with you in this place, in the land 
that I gave of old to your ancestors forever and ever. 8 Here you are, trusting in decep-
tive words to no avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make 
offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have not known, 10 and then come 
and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, “We are safe!” 
—only to go on doing all these abominations? 11 Has this house, which is called by my 
name, become a den of robbers in your sight? You know, I too am watching, says the 
Lord. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gracious God, do not be far from us! 

Strengthen us that we might be givers of your grace and 
may your steadfast love be known to all of your children. 

Send your Holy Spirit to empower our hands to 
clothe the naked, feed the hungry, and love all as you have first loved us. 

Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free. 
 
 

Loving God, hear today the prayers that we lift up to you. 
Be with those of us who are [name of community]. 
Give us hearts of courage and songs of your grace 

to tell others of your righteous acts and deeds of salvation. 
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free. 

 
 

Abundant God, be with those of us that yearn for your restoration and healing. 
Today, we ask your blessing upon [list names of those in need of healing]. 

We in Americus also lift up to you those who we bring before you 
with our lips or within our hearts… 

Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free. 
 
 

Faithful God, your power and your righteousness reach the heavens. 
Hear us, your servants, as we follow you to the day when 

faith, hope, and love will be upon the lips of all of us, your children. 
These things we pray in the name of your Son who taught us to pray saying… 

 
 



 

 

 

“Wild and Precious Life” 
written by Stephen M. Fearing 

(inspired by Jeremiah 1: 4-10) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us pray to our God saying 
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free. 

 
 

Holy God, you knew us before we took our first breath. 
You uttered your living Word and brought forth light, love, and life. 
You gathered us from the dust of the earth and called us your people. 

You sent us into the world to proclaim your mighty and wondrous deeds. 
You are with us even now as we continue our call. 

Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free. 
 
 
 

Mighty God, you have done great things; who is like you? 
You alone are our rock of refuge. 
You alone are our strong fortress. 

You alone are our hope and in you alone is our trust. 
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free. 

 
 

Merciful God, your love never ends. 
We confess to you that we do not always share your love as we should. 

Where you have called us to live as one body, we exist as divided members. 
Where you have called us to give our Spirit-given gifts, we ignore your call. 

Where you have called us to forgive, we have forgotten your mercy. 
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN (Glory to God #634, insert)………………………………………………….……………...……….... 
“To God be the Glory” 

 
 

MESSAGE.....................................................................…............ Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Wild and Precious Life” 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
We dedicate our lives and all that we have to the work of your church, O Lord.  

Receive our gifts and lead us in wisdom and courage. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING UPON THE GRADUATES 
On this day we celebrate and honor the high school graduations of  
Kevin Coe Richmond, Thomas Harrison Bibler and Samantha “Sam” Leigh West.  
May the Lord our God bless them as we celebrate their hard work and as they move  
towards their bright future. Thom will be going to the University of South Carolina in 
the fall. Kevin and Sam will be going to the University of Georgia in Athens.  

As you go from here, 
may God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord 

give you grace, mercy, and peace. 
 

Do not let your faith or your witness grow cold. 
Remember: God’s gift of faith is like a flame; 
when the embers of that flame have cooled, 

you must fan them again to keep them ablaze. 
 

So remember what you have been taught 
and what you have experienced. 

Live in such a way that all who know you 
may see the light of God reflected in you. 

 

And may the grace of God, 
the love of Jesus Christ, 

and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
be with you and among you 
in the days ahead.  Amen. 

 

HYMN (Glory to God #468, insert)………………………………………………….……………...……….... 
“In My Life Lord, Be Glorified” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Then the Lord stretched out his hand and touched my mouth” 

 Reminiscent of Isaiah, who was touched by the hot coal.  
 God said “I’m putting my words into your mouth” 

 Dig up and pull down, destroy and demolish, build and plant” 
 Again, reminiscent of Ecclesiastes 
 Reflects the various “theologies” of Jeremiah. There is never one 
pure explanation of why these things happen. 
 “Four (pluck up, pull down, destroy, overthrow) of the six verbs God 
uses to describe Jeremiah’s appointment have negative connotations. 
Only two verbs (build, plant) have positive connotations. The use of 
twice as many negative verbs as positive ones affirms that Jeremiah ’s 
message will largely focus on destruction and devasta-
tion.” (Alphonetta Wines, Working Preacher) 

Sermon Thoughts and Questions 
 Jeremiah called to a purpose, not to a good and happy life. Many preach that 
God wants us to live a life of meaning and prosperity, but Jeremiah is not called to a 
happy life. 

“We who have been taught to think of God as a way to get what we want 
may find it hard to hear that we are God’s way to get what God wants! 
Time and again in scripture, God seems to think nothing of placing other-
wise contented, happy people’s lives in peril… Here’s the hard question: 
Can it be that a loving and merciful God is also willing to hurt and imperil 
faithful lovers of God?” (Will Willimon from The Hardest Question) 

 In a culture - and church culture in particular - so intent on trying to build up 
(save, rescue, restore) the church. How are we supposed to feel when we are called 
to pull down, destroy, demolish. What are we called to destroy? Broken systems? 
Apathy? 

 “The complexity of his message is reflected in the ambivalence of his love-hate 
relationship with his assigned task. Though compelled to preach, Jeremiah 
seems to retain the reluctance of his youth throughout his ministerial  
career” (Alphonetta Wines, Working Preacher) How many of us feel a similar am-
bivalence? Can we be honest about it? Are there times when we feel as if “the 
Lord’s word has brought me nothing but insult and injury, constantly I thought, 
I’ll forget him, I’ll no longer speak his name, But there’s an intense fire in my 
heart, trapped in my bones. I’m drained trying to contain it; I’m unable to do 
it.” (Jeremiah 20:8b-9) 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1760
http://thq.wearesparkhouse.org/featured/lect21cot/
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1760


 “Jeremiah is the longest and most complex prophetic book in the Bible. It’s 
also the most deeply anchored in suffering. Written for survivors of war and 
exile, the book is filled with pain and trauma. It bears witness to three Babylo-
nian military invasions (597, 587, 582 BCE) resulting in the destruction of the 
Jerusalem temple and the royal palace complex, the taking of land, and the 
death and exile of thousands of people...The book of Jeremiah is disaster lit-
erature, then, but it also survival literature. It serves as a survival guide for a 
suffering people, the historic losers of war… When the prophetic text names 
Judah’s disaster and grieves its losses, when it refuses to let death and de-
struction have the final say, and when it imagines a future beyond destruc-
tion, it serves as a map for finding hope. In a world crushed with pain, the 
book imagines God shaping new beginnings from the ruins of fallen 
worlds.” (Common English Study Bible, introduction to the Book of Jeremiah, 
p. 1205-6) 
 This context is important to contemplate given that this is the beginning of 
the story. All of the sadness and pain is still ahead, but it informs even the 
start of Jeremiah’s journey. 

 “The Lord’s word came to me.” 

 This wasn’t Jeremiah’s doing. He didn’t initiate the relationship, but he was 
aware of it. 
 Jeremiah gets a sense of God’s intimate relationship, one that has existed    
from before he was born. 
 Set apart - not above. 
 Prophet to the nations - not just interested in local affairs or even just  
 Judah. God’s authority is set above all nations, so then is God’s prophet. 

  “I don’t know how to speak because I’m only a boy.” 

 Probably means 10-12 years old. 
 Reminiscent of Moses, who also says he does not know how to speak.  

 God’s reply reinforces that it is not about Jeremiah. His agency is not im-
portant. God’s direction and words are what matter. 
 Promise to rescue. 

 Implies that there will be danger. 
 Things are not going to go well for Jeremiah, but God’s presence is 
promised. More than that, God’s rescue is promised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Jeremiah 

 

Russian Orthodox Church Icon 
created in the early 1700’s of the Prophet Jeremiah 

 
 

 Context of Jeremiah 

 John Holbert gives a nice recap of the historical context. 
“Thus, Jeremiah began his prophetic career in 627 B.C.E. He spoke 
God's word, this note says, through the reign of Josiah's son, Jehoia-
kim, and right up until the exile of Israel to Babylon in the fifth month 
of 587 B.C.E., the eleventh year of the reign of the last king of Judah, 
Zedekiah.” 
Josiah was the great reformer, who was said to have found the Torah, 
and initiated vast reforms. His sons though, didn’t keep up his reform-
ing spirit, and allowed the idols and various altars to go back up.  

 

http://www.patheos.com/Progressive-Christian/Want-Be-Prophet-John-Holbert-08-16-2013


 

 

 

 

*BENEDICTION AND BLESSING OVER THE MEAL 

May God’s blessing rest on each one of you. 
May God’s light shine on you, and make your path clear. 

May hope carry you through the challenging times, 
and gratitude be your response when life is good. 

 
May the food that was joyfully prepared as a gift  

nourish our bodies and conversation.  
 

May your days be filled with curiosity and adventure, 
and may you discover the incomparable joy 

of living lives that bring honor and glory to God. Amen. 
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #450, insert)................................................................................. 
 “Be Thou My Vision”  

You are invited to stand and sing the closing hymn! 

 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...……….........................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

  

 

 

 

 


