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Anyone who reads Jeremiah 18:1-11 and expects that words from God are always 
words of comfort and reassurance will have to stop and think again. This familiar  

passage about “The Potter and the Clay” turns the idea of a loving God on its head. It 
is a vivid reminder that depending on human response, God is capable not only of  

intending good and evil toward humanity, but also of changing the divine mind about 
pending doom and blessings. One might read this passage and ask, “Where is the 
love?” In this story, God’s love is expressed in the reworking of the clay, however 

painful and unpleasant it might be. “Where is the love?” The love, as Jeremiah would 
later say in 29:11, is ultimately a plan for good. However, Israel’s decision not to  
worship God and to worship other gods instead leaves the nation vulnerable to 

 heartbreaking consequences. For now, even if the effort is futile, Jeremiah must issue a 
clarion call for contrition. 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, June 6, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

As with many of the prophets, God often used metaphors in conversing with the prophet 
to explain what was happening or what was to come. Jeremiah was sent to the potter’s 
house by God and observed the potter working on his wheel. The piece developed flaws, 

so the potter reworked the clay into another object. God spoke to the people through 
 Jeremiah, using this metaphor, that God can also rework the people, deciding to build 
up a nation one day, or tear it down the next. If a people forsake God’s ways, God will 
shape the clay differently. God warned the people to turn from their evil ways, or God 
would shape their future into something else. God, who has been working with clay 

since creation in Genesis 2, wishes to work Israel into a beautiful vessel. But God can 
also bring judgment if Israel does not change its ways. What are you willing to change 

in your life to give yourself a brighter, better future? 
 
 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP         (adapted from 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1) 
We do not lose heart, 

We are being renewed day by day. 
We look at what cannot be seen, 

For what cannot be seen is eternal. 
We know we are from God, 

In whom we have eternal life. 
Come, follow Jesus, who leads us into life. 

Worship God and trust the Holy Spirit, among us now. 
       

                                 
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #12, insert).................................................................................... 
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  

 

 
 
 

 

        

 

 

  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 
 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Camron Cummings 

Rev. Bill Gettys 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey is now at home with caregivers and Home Health Care 

Services. We are hoping for a full recovery, but this will take time. 
 

- Joy Thompson’s sister, Debra Sams is continuing cancer treatment in Augusta at the  
Medical College. She is doing remarkably well. 

 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 
 

If you are receiving the bulletin in the mail and would like us to remove you from the  
bulletin mailing list, you can be removed from the mailings by contacting the church office 

at 229-924-2162.  Many of you either view the bulletin on our church website or you use the 
bulletin that is sent via email each week prior to Sunday worship.  Thank you!  

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 



CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has been 

paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their Pastor 
Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church * 401 South Hutchinson Avenue* Adel, Georgia 31620 
 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2021                                    Class of 2022                                     Class of 2023 
Russ Childers                                    Jim Buffaloe             Meda Krenson 
Emily Collins                                     Cynthia Richmond            Sharon Parks 
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams            Joy Thompson 

 

2021 Corporation Officers 
President: Jim Buffaloe - Vice President: Cynthia Richmond  

CFO: Bill Krenson - Secretary: Darryl Hawkins  
 
JUNE 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

-CENTERING PRAYER = Every Sunday at 3pm = Join us on Sunday at 3:00 pm (via Google 
Meets) for centering prayer! You can join by going to www.meet.google.com and put the 
code "nzx-bgti-ffi" OR you can call in by calling 401-903-4966, PIN 168-518-415#.   
-HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION CELEBRATION = Sunday, May 30th – Join us in celebrating our 
High School Graduates Kevin Richmond, Thom Bibler and Samantha West! A HUGE thank you 
to the committee (Sharon Parks, Emily Collins and Joy Thompson) who made the day so  
special!  
- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE = The Presbytery of Flint River Finance committee 
meeting at 2pm on Thursday, June 3rd in the fellowship hall  
-FULLER CENTER BICYCLE ADVENTURE = Friday, June 4th - Sunday, June 6th - First Presbyteri-
an is hosting the Fuller Center bicyclists and providing dinner Friday, June 4th  
-Sunday, June 20th = Vacation Sunday for Camron Cummings  
-RISE AGAINST HUNGER = Sunday, October 3rd, 2021 Our congregation will host the  
Presbytery mission event Rise Against Hunger  
-SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE = on Saturday, October 23, 2021 a memorial  
service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley Gatewood. Time is 
TBD  
-CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE = Congratulations to the church’s two scholarship  
recipients, Kevin Richmond and Amelia Bibler, who both received scholarships in the amount 
of $2,000! Thank you to the church Scholarship Committee (Chair Jim Buffaloe, Beth Williams, 
Joy Thompson, Tom Collins, Katie Minich and Lisa Collins) for all of their hard work  
 

   

 

 

 



MINUTE FOR MISSION:                  The Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure  
Our church is hosting the Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure from Friday, June 4 till Sunday, 
June 6th. These bicyclist’s purpose-driven journey is to live out their faith by biking 3,750 
miles with the goal of raising $600,000 to help fund the Fuller Center’s mission to end 

poverty housing worldwide. You can follow their journey on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/BikeAdventure or www.fullercenterbikeadventure.org. 

 Faith in Action! 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE                                   Jeremiah 18:1-11 
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Come, go down to the potter’s 
house, and there I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, 
and there he was working at his wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled 
in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him.  
5 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6 Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, 
just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are 
you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 At one moment I may declare concerning a nation 
or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8 but if that nation, 
concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the 
disaster that I intended to bring on it. 9 And at another moment I may declare concern-
ing a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10 but if it does evil in my sight, 
not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intend-
ed to do to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of  
Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising 
a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and 
your doings. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #5, insert)…………………………………………...………….……………...……….... 
“God the Sculptor of the Mountains” 

 
 
 

 
V 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Thoughts and Questions 

 This metaphor isn’t really about cracked pottery so much as the smashing of a 
pot that never gets completely made, but still, the Japanese art of Kintsugi could 
be a good example. Also look to Jeremiah 19:10, because he’s not done talking 
about pots after this passage. This is the taking of a cracked pot, and repairing 
the cracks with gold. The metaphor of God filling in the cracks with grace feels 
obvious. See some examples and explanations here: http://
www.lakesidepottery.com/Pages/kintsugi-repairing-ceramic-with-gold-and-
lacquer-better-than-new.htm 

 

 When a potter messes up, one has two choices - overlook the mistake and make 
do, or start over with a new piece of clay. God is choosing a third option, fixing 
the one God has: “The message from the potter’s house is that “God is faced 
with the task of working with positive and negative factors in order to shape Is-
rael into the best vessel possible.”[5] The message from the potter’s house is 
that God will not ignore Israel’s unrighteousness” (Alphonetta Wines, Working 
Preacher) 

 The most important step in throwing a pot is getting it centered. Before  
anything is created of the lump of clay, it must be properly centered on the  
wheel or it is doomed. If we are all clay and want to avoid the painful crush of 
getting discarded, perhaps we should take some time to learn to get centered 
first.  Center on what matters to Christ. 

 

Closing Bible Study Prayer:  “God, too often my heart becomes hard, unpliable, and 
unmoved because of my stubborn will or due to my own ignorance.  My pride  
convinces me that I know best and I become reckless along the way.  I want to trust 
You as the Master Potter when You break my will to remove my imperfections.  
Though it is a painful, humbling and deliberate process I invite You to realign my 
heart’s desires and reshape my will according to Your purpose.  As I go through this 
purifying process help me to stand firm during the testing periods of my life.  I want to 
be a vessel of honor that brings glory to You.  In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.” ~ written 
by Stephen & Brooksyne Weber 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/BikeAdventure
http://www.lakesidepottery.com/Pages/kintsugi-repairing-ceramic-with-gold-and-lacquer-better-than-new.htm
http://www.lakesidepottery.com/Pages/kintsugi-repairing-ceramic-with-gold-and-lacquer-better-than-new.htm
http://www.lakesidepottery.com/Pages/kintsugi-repairing-ceramic-with-gold-and-lacquer-better-than-new.htm
https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1762#_ftn5
https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1762
https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1762


 

 

 

 

Bible Study 

 This is not the story of a fickle, angry God going back on promises. It is a 
story of willful disobedience. The people know, and they choose  
 Hope of God is that the people will turn. God intends good for the people, 
but as a response to their disobedience, he devises a new plan. God hopes 
that this plan will not be implemented. Parable of the potter at the wheel 
shows that God is hoping things can be fixed. 
 “The process of judgment may itself be the remolding of the spoiled clay. 
The pot will not work in its present shape, so the potter molds it back into a 
lump of clay and begins to work afresh with it… God is reshaping blemished 
clay vessel so that it is right in God’s eye.” It is not that God is discarding the 
clay entirely (Patrick Miller, New Interpreter’s Bible, v. VI, p. 716). 
 People’s response found in 18:18 “Come, let us bring charges against him, 
and let us not heed any of his words.” 

 Balance between Divine providence and free will.  
 God asserts the ability to “dig up, pull down, and destroy a kingdom or a 
nation,” but also resists using the power in favor of allowing people to cast 
their own fate. 

 As usual, describing what will happen if, not what will inevitably happen no 
matter what: 

 Remember the action that God wants for Israel: “If you truly amend your 
ways and your doings, if you truly act justly with one another, if you do not 
oppress the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this 
place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own hurt, then I will 
dwell with you in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your ancestors 
forever and ever.” (Jeremiah 7:5-7) 

 Immediately previous passage (17:19-27), Jeremiah is instructed to stand 
at the city gate and remind people of the Sabbath. He is ignored. Jeremiah 
tells them “if you are careful and obey me, declares the Lord, and don't  
conduct business at the gates of this city on the Sabbath day, if you keep the 
Sabbath day holy by not working, then through the gates of this city will 
come kings who occupy the throne of David… And this city will always be  
inhabited… But if you don’t obey me by keeping the Sabbath day holy… then 
I will set fire to those gates that will completely engulf the fortresses of  
Jerusalem.” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE.....................................................................…............. Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Shape Us Now” 

OFFERTORY  
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 

COMMUNION  
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The  

communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance.  
You are invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will 

bring elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to  
participate in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and  

thanksgiving to God for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living 
presence of Jesus, crucified and risen.  

 

*HYMN (Glory to God #32, insert)………………………………………………….………………..…..….... 
“I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 

You are invited to stand and sing the closing hymn! 

*BENEDICTION              (inspired by Isaiah 64:8, Jeremiah 18:1-11) 
We came to this sacred space 

to celebrate and affirm that the Lord is like a potter, 
making and reshaping us into God’s image 

to be and share the Good News. 
Lord, remove any heaviness of heart that might weigh upon us today 

and deepen within us the assurance that ultimately all will be well 
because you are God. 

Lord, send us out into your world 
as your change agents 

to help mold and remake the human condition, 
with your grace and your help. 

Let it be so in this age and forever more. Amen! 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………...........................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

  

 

 

 

 

Bible Study: Jeremiah 18:1-11  
The Potter and Clay 

 
Wushafa Pottery Clay 

Creative Commons Attribution 
Wikimedia Commons, the free media repository 

 

 

Initial Thoughts 

 “Change My Heart” or “The Potter’s Hand” are lovely contemporary praise 
songs. Videos include peaceful videos of people throwing clay. Completely  

       misses the point of the Jeremiah scripture passage.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEBOb-H1NbY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nHV2nVL45TI


Potter and the Clay Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beloved Creator, You are always making something new, shaping life out 
of dust and breath. You made the universe, an ever-expanding canvas of 

atoms and molecules and particles we are still learning about. You molded 
the planets and set fire to the sun. You drew an atmosphere upon the earth 
and breathed life into its living creatures. You continue to mold and shape 
our hearts as we learn and grow, expanding our understanding of human 
beings and of all life. Shape us as we are needed, O God, to live into Your 

ways, to practice Your justice, to seek Your reconciliation, to love one  
another. You have made us in Your image. As creator, You made us to be 
creative. Guide us to shape new ideas, new ways of living, new hope for us 

now and in the time to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


