
  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Ronnie Greer 

Jim and Patti Griffith; Kate Griffith 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Pat Hill’s son, David Harper passed away on May 25th  

In Waverly Hall, GA at the Oakview Nursing Home. 
Condolences may be sent to:  

Pat Hill 
 Magnolia Manor, Garden Apartments 

2001 South Lee Street, Americus, GA (229) 924-0115  
 

- Elder Beth Williams had  surgery on her broken wrist Monday, June 7th.  
She is recovering at home. If you want to send Beth an encouraging text, card or email,  

her contact information is below.  
Earl and Beth Williams  

806 South Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709  
(229) 938-7144 (Beth's cell)  

bethwilliams1146@icloud.com, EBWillia@msn.com  
(229) 357-0837 (Earl's cell) earl3841@gmail.com  

- Joy Thompson’s sister, Carol Rainey is now at home with caregivers and Home Health Care 
Services. We are hoping for a full recovery, but this will take time. 

- Joy Thompson’s sister, Debra Sams is continuing cancer treatment in Augusta at the  
Medical College. She is doing remarkably well. 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
- Cuthbert Presbyterian Church 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
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We continue are series on the prophet Jeremiah. In chapter 36, God told Jeremiah to 
take a scroll and write down all the words God told him, about all the disasters that 
would come. Jeremiah dictated those words to his scribe Baruch, who then took the 

scroll to the temple. Jeremiah was not allowed to enter the temple because the leaders 
didn’t want to hear his words, but Baruch read the scroll out loud in his stead.  

However, the king’s officials were frightened, as they knew Jeremiah spoke the truth, 
but also knew the king wouldn’t want to hear those words. They told Jeremiah and 
Baruch to go into hiding. When King Jehoiakim had the scroll read out loud to him 

from his servant Jehudi, he cut up the scroll and threw it in the fire. However, God told 
Jeremiah to get another scroll, write everything that was in the first, and this time, also 

include a proclamation about King Jehoiakim. God declared not only would Babylon 
destroy Jerusalem, the king would have no heirs, and every disaster would be  

prescribed to the king. Still, King Jehoiakim refused to listen to him. 
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First Presbyterian Church Welcomes 
Nelda Priddy, grandmother of Camron Cummings 

 
My Nana, Nelda Priddy of Desdemona, TX has been the Pianist/Organist 

of First United Methodist Church of DeLeon for close to 50 years.   
She has not only shaped the minds of children as a teacher and principal 
 before retiring, but inspired me—more than anyone else to learn piano.  

 I used to watch with such intensity on Sundays as Nana lead the  
congregation in singing from the second row. As she would swell the great 
organ, it was as if we had been lifted to Heaven itself!  Then at other times, 
the softer music from the piano would strike a chord of such emotion that 
you could feel the intimacy of the Holy Spirit all around you.  Between 
Nana and my Mom, Annette, I have had a love of music for as long as  
I can remember.  It’s because of their love and service to God and the 

church that I can’t imagine being anywhere else than on the piano bench 
on Sundays.  Watching and listening as I help lead worship through song  

is such a humbling experience and I am beyond thankful for such fine  
ladies and all of their encouragement over the years.  

 
—Camron Cummings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s flowers are lovingly given by Camron Cummings  
in honor of his mother and grandmother. 

JUNE 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 
-CENTERING PRAYER = Every Sunday at 3pm = Join us on Sunday at 3:00 pm (via Google 
Meets) for centering prayer! You can join by going to www.meet.google.com and put the 
code "nzx-bgti-ffi" OR you can call in by calling 401-903-4966, PIN 168-518-415#.   
-HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION CELEBRATION = Sunday, May 30th – Join us in celebrating our 
High School Graduates Kevin Richmond, Thom Bibler and Samantha West! A HUGE thank 
you to the committee (Sharon Parks, Emily Collins and Joy Thompson) who made the day so  
special!  
- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE = The Presbytery of Flint River Finance committee 
meeting at 2pm on Thursday, June 3rd in the fellowship hall  
-FULLER CENTER BICYCLE ADVENTURE = Friday, June 4th - Sunday, June 6th - First Presby-
terian is hosting the Fuller Center bicyclists and providing dinner Friday, June 4th  
-Sunday, June 20th = Vacation Sunday for Camron Cummings  
-RISE AGAINST HUNGER = Sunday, October 3rd, 2021 Our congregation will host the  
Presbytery mission event Rise Against Hunger  
-SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE = on Saturday, October 23, 2021 a memorial  
service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley Gatewood. Time 
is TBD  
-CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE = Congratulations to the church’s two scholarship  
recipients, Kevin Richmond and Amelia Bibler, who both received scholarships in the 
amount of $2,000! Thank you to the church Scholarship Committee (Chair Jim Buffaloe, Beth 
Williams, Joy Thompson, Tom Collins, Katie Minich and Lisa Collins) for all of their hard work  
 
~ MINI-RETREAT ON THOMAS MERTON = Rev. Glenda Hollingshead will lead a virtual  
mini-spiritual retreat called "Mystics for Today: Thomas Merton" on Saturday, June 26th 
from 10am till 12:30. Email Elizabeth Cantrel at cantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org to regis-
ter.  
 

~FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING = The next FRP presbytery meeting will be in-person 
on Saturday, August 7th at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Albany, Georgia. 
 

~ WELLNESS IN YOUR WISER YEARS = Prevention tips for staying healthy with Dr. Sandra 
Zornes and Dr. Lynn Denney. Monday, July 26th at 2:00pm via Zoom. Email Elizabeth Cantrel 
at ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org to register. 

Work’s Cited 
~ The Call to worship this morning is a thoughtful litany based on Jeremiah 31:31-34. It was written by Lisa Frenz. Copyright Lisa 

Frenz, 2000. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission." 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

  



  Knowing the Lord is analogous to knowing the Torah. Cannot know 
God apart from the Law. 
Closely resembles Deuteronomy 6:6 (The Shema), which can help build 
the bridge to Jesus, who also connected his ministry to The Shema.  

 
Thoughts and Questions 
 What makes up the new, and what remains of the old? This is a compelling 
question that the Church must continue to ask, and one that every church must 
engage. The essence of this passage is an ongoing relationship with God. The rela-
tionship itself is not what’s new, but the way we relate to God that is forever 
changing and being renewed. 
 The Prophetic Voice is often focused on tearing down and demolishing systems 
of oppression and injustice. Do we claim the prophetic voice which calls us to build 
and plant for the future? 

 The Prophetic voice must contain a message of hope, not solely judge-
ment 

 What is the time right now? A time to dig up and destroy (in preparation for Nov 
8) or a time to build and plant (for Nov 9 and beyond)?  
 This passage has MASSIVE ramifications for those who hold to original sin. If we 
cannot be blamed for the sins of the previous generation(s) and are responsible 
from this moment on, then we cannot be held responsible for original sin. If how-
ever, we are each individually responsible to be faithful to God and neighbor, then 
salvation is not about overcoming original sin, but rather on how we remain in rela-
tionship with God. 
How often do you and your church remember this eternal covenant?  
 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 13, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Prayer to center ourselves before worship 
God of love and justice, we gather together to worship you: to offer our  

thanks and praise and to proclaim your goodness and mercy. Meet us here.  
Breathe your Word into our souls; engrave your covenant of love upon our hearts. 

Teach us faithfulness and compassion so that our lives may  
 reflect your love and justice to the world. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt - a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 

Come Holy Spirit and lead us. 
Lead us in the Way. The Way Christ walked: 

The Way of change and testing, 
the Way of the desert and the wilderness. 

But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 

Come Holy Spirit and make us your own. 
Lead us in the Way. The Way Christ walked: 

The Way of new learning and questioning, 
the Way of the River Jordan and the Upper Room. 

No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the Lord," for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

Come Holy Spirit and shape us anew. 
Lead us in the Way. The Way Christ walked: 

The Way of joy in life and sacrifice, 
the Way of the Creation and the Cross. 

                   

 

 

 

 



HYMN (Glory to God #1, insert)...................................................................................... 
“Holy, Holy, Holy”  

 

 

 

 

 The covenant may be new, but the Torah remains. 

 There is a new relationship, but the standards of God’s will remain. 
 The newness is about refreshing and renewal, not disposal.  

 The new, or re-newed covenant is new in the way it will be known kept by 
humanity, not in what is expected or willed by God. 
“The assertion of a new, ‘keepable’ covenant in the place of one nullified 
and broken makes a claim for God’s own resolve and deep yearning for a 
covenant that overrides the painful truth of nullification. Thus, the decree of 
a new covenant is an act of God’s inexplicable mercy and gracious-
ness.” (Walter Brueggemann, Texts for Preaching, Year B, p. 231) 

The new covenant is not new participants. The covenant is made explicit in 
the houses of Israel and Judah. 

 Cannot use this as supersessionist theology. 
 God’s covenant is with the community, which itself will be renewed  
 Reunion of Israel and Judah a part of the newness, which is also old.  
 Nature of the relationship 

 God’s initiative alone 
 The covenant does not follow an act of contrition or repentance.   
 Renewal of covenant is entirely God’s action. There is no initiative of 
humanity, nor are there conditions. 
 Sins are forgiven and forgotten as a way to make things new.  
 “I will be their God and they will be my people” is an important  
  reminder of the relationship, especially in midst of context that makes  
that very difficult to believe. 
 Written on hearts 
 Revelation is not held in the hands of a few 
 No dominant class, experts, or knowers of secret knowledge.  

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2Fo0MR3


 Focus on relationship, not the law 

 Faithful living is how we are the people of God, not how do we follow the    
law 

 HOWEVER - the law is there to help us be faithful to God 
 A Forgetful God? 

 Not a command to forgive and forget- rather God is not a “grudge-holding 
God” 
 Time of reconciliation in which we do not hold the past against one  
    another 
 Literary Context 

 Jeremiah begins with coming disaster, spans three invasions which result-
ed in destruction of Temple and exile. Also reaches well into exile period, 
and offers a way for people to survive, and ends with an open-ended future 
where hope may remain. 
R.E. Clements, in Interpretation: Jeremiah casts serious doubt on this pas-
sage being authentic Jeremiah. “The promise is couched in the elevated lan-
guage and style of the homiletical prose which marks much of the editorial 
and developmental material in the book” (p. 190). 
In the middle of section known as “The Scroll of Comfort” 30:1-33:26. 

 Comfort in the midst of devastation 
 Stories of restoration, pointing to a future where the devastation 
has ended. 
“It is as if, for a moment, the solemn tone of Jeremiah disappears. A 
closer look, however, reveals that despair and hardship have shaped 
the background for the words of comfort. Even images of restoration 
draw heavily on painful memories of the past… God grants a war-torn 
and exiled community a future when none seems possible.” Notes 
from The Common English Study Bible, p. 1257 OT). 
 The old and the new 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2oQiqGF
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
 

SCRIPTURE                                            Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-31 
                  Enduring word of God 
36 In the fourth year of Judah’s King Jehoiakim, Josiah’s son, this word came to 
Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 Take a scroll and write in it all the words I have spoken to 
you concerning Israel, Judah, and all the nations from the time of Josiah until today.  
3 Perhaps when the people of Judah hear about every disaster I intend to bring upon 
them, they will turn from their evil ways, and I will forgive their wrongdoing and sins.  
4 So Jeremiah sent for Baruch, Neriah’s son. As Jeremiah dictated all the words that 
the Lord had spoken to him, Baruch wrote them in the scroll. 5 Then Jeremiah told  
Baruch, “I’m confined here and can’t go to the Lord’s temple. 6 So you go to the  
temple on the next day of fasting, and read the Lord’s words from the scroll that I have 
dictated to you. Read them so that all the people in the temple can hear them, as well 
as all the Judeans who have come from their towns. 7 If they turn from their evil ways, 
perhaps the Lord will hear their prayers. The Lord has threatened them with fierce  
anger.” 8 Baruch, Neriah’s son, did everything the prophet Jeremiah instructed him: 
he read all the Lord’s words from the scroll in the temple. 
 
21 The king sent Jehudi to take the scroll, and he retrieved it from the room of  
Elishama the scribe. Then Jehudi read it to the king and all his royal officials who were 
standing next to the king. 22 Now it was the ninth month, and the king was staying in 
the winterized part of the palace with the firepot burning near him. 23 And whenever 
Jehudi read three or four columns of the scroll, the king would cut them off with a 
scribe’s knife and throw them into the firepot until the whole scroll was burned up. 
27 The Lord’s word came to Jeremiah after the king had burned the scroll containing 
the words written by Baruch at Jeremiah’s dictation: 28 Get another scroll and write in 
it all the words that were in the first scroll that Judah’s King Jehoiakim burned.  
29 Then say to Judah’s King Jehoiakim: The Lord proclaims: You burned that scroll  
because it declared that the king of Babylon will come and destroy this land and  
eliminate every sign of life from it. 30 Therefore, this is what the Lord proclaims about 
Judah’s King Jehoiakim: He won’t have any heirs to occupy the throne of David, and his 
dead body will be cast out and exposed to the heat of the day and the frost of the 
night. 31 I will punish him and his family and his attendants for their wrongdoing. I will 
bring upon them, as well as the residents of Jerusalem and the people of Judah, every 
disaster I pronounced against them. But they wouldn’t listen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prophet’s Purpose 

 Reiteration of Jeremiah 1:9-10 (cf.31:28): Then the LORD stretched out his 
hand, touched my mouth, and said to me, "I'm putting my words in your 
mouth. This very day I appoint you over nations and empires, to dig up and 
pull down, to destroy and demolish, to build and plant." 
 Much of Jeremiah’s focus has been the first 4 verbs: dig up, pull down, 
destroy and demolish 
 Focus now changes from destruction to cultivation - building and planting 

 The days are surely coming 

 Promise for a coming change 

 Not a promise of when the change will come 
Donald Musser - “The eschaton is not just any future; it is a future of hope 
and meaning, brimming with promise.”, Feasting on the Word:Year C,  
Volume 4: Season After Pentecost 2 (Propers 17-Reign of Christ). 

 “Says the LORD” 

 Message of Hope is from God 
 God is still speaking to God’s people- even in the midst of despair 

 God’s justice (judgment) does not mean an end of relationship  
 “New” Covenant 

 Unconditional (similar to Genesis 9) 
 No requirement of repentance or agreement- this is happening 
whether you like it or not 
 Everlasting (Jeremiah 50:5) 
 Rooted not in the creation of a nation, but in the forgiveness of God  
 Like Genesis 9- this covenant is made in full realization of how awful 
and unfaithful people can be- God still chooses to be in relationship 
with us. 
 Written in our hearts- not in stone 
 The law is transformed not into something we follow, but who we 
are 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=jeremiah+1:9-10&t=ceb&t2=nrs
https://amzn.to/2ny0Euj
https://amzn.to/2ny0Euj


 

 

 

 2  Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have spoken to you against 
Israel and Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, from the days of 
Josiah until today.3  It may be that when the house of Judah hears of all the disas-
ters that I intend to do to them, all of them may turn from their evil ways, so that 
I may forgive their iniquity and their sin...7  It may be that their plea will come 
before the LORD, and that all of them will turn from their evil ways, for great is 
the anger and wrath that the LORD has pronounced against this peo-
ple."...29  And concerning King Jehoiakim of Judah you shall say: Thus says the 
LORD, You have dared to burn this scroll, saying, Why have you written in it that 
the king of Babylon will certainly come and destroy this land, and will cut off from 
it human beings and animals?  
The focus is not the content of the message, but “the central purpose of the  
narrative is to demonstrate the rejection of the word of God by the responsible 
authorities in Jerusalem, especially the King” R.E. Clements, Interpretation: Jere-
miah 
 
J E R E M I A H  3 1 : 3 1 - 3 4  
 
I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
 Can you read this and not hear it through a Christian lens? Is it possible? 
Should we even try? 

 Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday 

 Clearly on the mind of the biographers of Jesus as they wrote about his 
passion and the last supper. 

 Clearly on the mind of those that divided the Bible into two halves la-
belled “old” and “new.” 
 No way that Jeremiah was predicting that the “old covenant” was some-
how scrapped, or that that God was starting over. 
 No way that Jesus thought the same either. 
 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  
 Jeremiah’s Book of Comfort (chapters 30-33) 

 Focus on God’s saving intent for those in exile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
31 The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
people of Israel and Judah. 32 It won’t be like the covenant I made with their  
ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They 
broke that covenant with me even though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 
No, this is the covenant that I will make with the people of Israel after that time,  
declares the Lord. I will put my Instructions within them and engrave them on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 They will no longer need to 
teach each other to say, “Know the Lord!” because they will all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord; for I will forgive their wrongdoing and 
never again remember their sins. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #634, insert)………………………………………………………...……...……….... 
“To God be the Glory” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE.....................................................................…............ Pastor Sommer Bower 
“God Promises a New Covenant” 

 
 

 

http://amzn.to/2oQiqGF
http://amzn.to/2oQiqGF
https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=jeremiah+31:31-34&t=ceb&t2=nrs
https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=jeremiah+31:31-34&t=ceb&t2=nrs


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “This date not only serves as a historical reference but also a symbol for 
the ned of Judah’s freedom and its once stable world.” (Common English 
Study Bible notes  1268 OT) 
 Impending military threat has everyone on high alert - “Fast day” was 
probably a proclamation to implore God for help 
 Ninth month - December - explains a little about braziers that are lit. 

 Jeremiah may be confined to a sort of house-arrest within the palace. 
 “The story vividly illustrates the futility of censorship. The scroll has been con-
sumed in fire, column by column. Yet the words of the scroll persist in the mind of 
the prophet, and he is again enjoined to dictate them to his able scribe. Neither 
Jeremiah nor Baruch is intimidated by the threat of royal action against 
them.” (Alter, p. 982) 
 “The narrative plays a key role in the structure of the book, although his role is 
disputed. Some scholars highlight its parallels with Jeremiah 25, the end of the first 
half of the prophetic book. Some emphasize similarities with Jeremiah 26, the be-
ginning of the second half of the book. Others argue that Jeremiah 36 and 45 func-
tion as bookends to the so-called Baruch narrative. Still others read Jeremiah 36 as 
a bridge between 26-35 and 37-45. Clearly Jeremiah 36 exhibits strong ties to key 
sections of the book, however defined.” (Louis Stulman, Common English Study Bi-
ble notes on Jeremiah). 
 Six Things are highlighted: 

1.The malevolence of Jehoiakim 
2. Menacing fourth year of Judah’s King 
3. The spoken and/or written prophecies of Jeremiah 
4. Baruch as a central character 
5. The Temple locale 
6. Call to turn back to the Lord 

 What was in the scroll?  

Ambiguous - see v. 2-3, 7, and 29 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah or Ezra Holding a Scroll, fresco from Dura-Europos synagogue, 303 B.C. – 256 A.D., with Dead 
Sea Scrolls as background image. Public Domain.  

 

J E R E M I A H  3 6 : 1 - 8 ,  2 1 - 2 3 ,  2 7 - 2 8  
 

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  

A fascinating juxtaposition from Jonah (a couple weeks ago), this time the 
message of repentance is being brought from the prophet to the Israelites 
(Judeans of the Southern Kingdom in this case) and, unlike, the Assyrian  
Ninevites, the Judeans reject the call to repentance.  
 
B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Historical context (according to Alter) 

 The fourth year of Jehoiakim is 605 BCE, “when Nebuchadnezzar 
defeated the Egyptians at Carchemish and consequently threatened 
the lands to the west.” (Alter) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://beta.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=Jeremiah+36%3A1-8%2C+21-23%2C+27-28%3B+31%3A31-34&t=ceb&t2=nrs


OFFERTORY  
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Generous God, through your Son, Jesus Christ, you have shown us what it means to 

love. And you call us to follow Your example— to love our neighbors as we love 
 ourselves. Continue to write your law of love on our hearts. Give us an unwavering 

passion for justice, and a tenacious faith that will not rest until the hungry are fed, the 
oppressed find relief, and the outsider finds a welcome. Amen. 

 
 

 

*HYMN (Methodist Hymnal #431, insert)……………………………….………………..…...……….... 
“Let There be Peace on Earth” 

 
 

BENEDICTION               (written by Saint Ambrose of Milan (AD 339-397) 

O Lord, who has mercy on all, 
take away from me my sins, 
and mercifully kindle in me 
the fire of your Holy Spirit. 

Take away from me the heart of stone, 
and give me a heart of flesh, 

a heart to love and adore you, 
a heart to delight in you, 

to follow and enjoy you, for Christ's sake, Amen. 
 
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………...........................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

“Our Small Difference” 

 

We may not be able to confront queens, 
or challenge presidents; 
We may not have the capacity to divert resources, 
or uplift communities; 
We may not have the voice to silence the noise of war, 
or the words to negotiate peace between armies; 
But, as we follow you, O Christ, we are able to do something. 
 
And so, we pray that you would inspire us 
to commit to and act on 
the small difference we can make: 
May we bring peace 
through small acts of gentleness 
and reconciliation; 
May we bring wealth 
through small contributions 
and collaborations; 
May we bring safety 
through small acts of consideration 
and acceptance; 
May we bring wholeness 
through small acts of care 
and service. 
 
And in the small ways, O God, 
may our small difference make a big contribution 
to your saving work in our world. 
Amen. 
 
~ written by John van de Laar.  Posted on his excellent Sacredise.com website. 

 

 

 

 

http://sacredise.com/

