
  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Ray &  Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

    

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Pat Hill 
Lois and Tim Hunter 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Miranda Kasilus (20 year old granddaughter of Cathy Reynolds) is now home,  

but was recently hospitalized for pneumonia and a head injury.  
She is slowly improving.   

- Gene Hartsfield, friend of Pat Hill’s has Hodgkin's disease. 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

- Cuthbert Presbyterian Church 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Ezekiel and the hand of God” 
Located in the Dura Europos synagogue as a wall painting 

 

The Dura-Europos synagogue (or "Dura Europas", "Dura Europos" etc.) was an  
ancient synagogue uncovered at Dura-Europos, Syria, in 1932. The synagogue  

contains a forecourt and house of assembly with painted walls depicting people and 
animals, and a Torah shrine in the western wall facing Jerusalem. It was built backing 
on to the city wall, which was important in its survival. The last phase of construction 

was dated by an Aramaic inscription to 244 AD, making it one of the oldest  
synagogues in the world. It was unique among the many ancient synagogues that have 
emerged from archaeological digs as the structure was preserved virtually intact, and 
it had extensive figurative wall-paintings, which came as a considerable surprise to 
scholars. These paintings are now displayed in the National Museum of Damascus. 

 

The prophet Ezekiel heard the call of God in Ezekiel 2:1-5. God’s spirit entered Ezekiel 
and sent him to speak to the people of Israel, knowing the people would reject the words 
of God as their ancestors had done. Still, God chose Ezekiel to go, whether they listened 
or not, so that it could be said God had sent a prophet among them, that God was still 

speaking to them even if they refused to listen. 

 

        

 

 



Sunday, July 4, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Words to Reflect on prior to Worship 
Do you ever feel like no one is listening? Throughout the history of God’s people, the 
faithful have at times faced scorn and ridicule. They have struggled to maintain faith 

while hope slips away. Even Jesus, coming to his hometown, was unable to help his own 
neighbors because they could not believe God would use one of their own people. Ezekiel 
was warned by God that the people wouldn’t listen to him, but to go and speak on God’s 

behalf anyway. Paul struggled and suffered and at times was afraid of what others 
would think, and yet he still preached, still wrote, still worked to share the Gospel at all 
times and in all ways. But there is hope. Jeremiah spoke words of comfort and hope in 

the midst of the siege of Jerusalem. Jesus had to change course and send out his  
unknown disciples into unknown places to share the good news, because in the known 
places, they didn’t want to listen to him. In this pre-post-Covid time, we might have to 

shift how we are doing ministry, how we are worshiping, how we live out the good news 
of God’s love, because the world has changed. But the message remains faithful: God’s 

steadfast love endures forever. Sin is forgiven, and remembered no more. Have Hope. Do 
not give up, even when it feels no one is listening to you. God has not given up on you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                
  The Spirit of God has brought us here. 

The Lord has set us down here, 
though our bones are tired. 
Can these dry bones live? 

Yes!   
The Word of God will awaken us! 

Today, we come together to experience new life. 
Let us give thanks to the Life-Giving Spirit of God! 

                               
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #337, insert)...................................Special Music: Brandon Thomas  

“My Country, 'Tis of Thee”  
Brandon will sing verse 1 & 2  by himself, the congregation will join in verses 3-4  

 

        

 

 

JUNE 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 
 

- CENTERING PRAYER = Every Sunday at 3pm = Join us on Sunday at 3:00 pm (via 
Google Meets) for centering prayer! You can join by going 
to www.meet.google.com and put the code "nzx-bgti-ffi" OR you can call in by calling 
401-903-4966, PIN 168-518-415#.   
 
-  PRESBYTERY LUNCH at the home of Debra Tregaskis, Pastor Sommer Attending - 
Church Office Closed on Friday, July 2nd. 
 
- NOMINATING COMMITTEE (Cathy Reynolds, Sharon McFarland, Fred Richmond and 
Emily Collins) will meet on Tuesday, July 6th.   
 
- RISE AGAINST HUNGER = Sunday, October 3rd, 2021 at 2:00pm. Our congregation 
will host the Presbytery mission event Rise Against Hunger.  
 
 - SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE = on Saturday, October 23, 2021 a  
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley  
Gatewood. Time is TBD.  
 
- CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE = Congratulations to the church’s two scholar-
ship recipients, Kevin Richmond and Amelia Bibler, who both received scholarships in 
the amount of $2,000! Thank you to the church Scholarship Committee (Chair Jim 
Buffaloe, Beth Williams, Joy Thompson, Tom Collins, Katie Minich and Lisa Collins) for 
all of their hard work  
 
~ FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING = The next FRP presbytery meeting will be in-
person on Saturday, August 7th at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Albany, Georgia. 
The elder commissioner is Meda Krenson   
 
~ WELLNESS IN YOUR WISER YEARS = Prevention tips for staying healthy with Dr. 
Sandra Zornes and Dr. Lynn Denney. Monday, July 26th at 2:00pm via Zoom. Email 
Elizabeth Cantrel at ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org to register. 

  



 However - the redemption of Israel will take place only through the power 
of God! 
 Ezekiel is called to preach the Word of God - that is the means of renewal 
and resurrection - a powerful task for any preacher 
 Ezekiel is told to call upon the Spirit of God and give it life - when was the 
last time you called upon the Spirit of God? 
What is needed is not the latest technology or sermon series or program- 
what is needed is the word of God. The “dry bones” are listening, waiting & 
begging for someone to bring the Word. 
 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 When was the last time you called upon the Spirit of God to fill your congrega-
tion? 

 I always think the Spirit is already present, but perhaps it is a both-and.  
Perhaps calling upon the Spirit/invoking the spirit not only summons the 
breath of God, but makes us aware of its presence.  

 Who in your congregation is in need of renewal and resurrection? What groups 
or communities are in need of renewal and resurrection? What word of God are 
they waiting for? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
It is right and good for us to read God’s holy word together. After all, "you are a chosen 

race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may  
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light." (1 Peter 2:9) Like the prophets before us, let us listen as God speaks to us 
through God’s word and the power of the Spirit. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE                       Ezekiel 2:1-5  
He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2 And when 
he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speak-
ing to me. 3 He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation 
of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed 
against me to this very day. 4 The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am send-
ing you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord God.” 5 Whether they 
hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has 
been a prophet among them. 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 
Valley of dry bones 
37 The Lord’s power overcame me, and while I was in the Lord’s spirit, he led me out 
and set me down in the middle of a certain valley. It was full of bones. 2 He led me 
through them all around, and I saw that there were a great many of them on the valley 
floor, and they were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Human one, can these bones live 
again?” I said, “Lord God, only you know.” 4 He said to me, “Prophesy over these 
bones, and say to them, Dry bones, hear the Lord’s word! 5 The Lord God proclaims to 
these bones: I am about to put breath in you, and you will live again. 6 I will put sinews 
on you, place flesh on you, and cover you with skin. When I put breath in you, and you 
come to life, you will know that I am the Lord.” 
7 I prophesied just as I was commanded. There was a great noise as I was prophesying, 
then a great quaking, and the bones came together, bone by bone. 8 When I looked, 
suddenly there were sinews on them. The flesh appeared, and then they were covered 
over with skin. But there was still no breath in them. 9 He said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath; prophesy, human one! Say to the breath, The Lord God proclaims: Come from 
the four winds, breath! Breathe into these dead bodies and let them live.” 10 I prophe-
sied just as he commanded me. When the breath entered them, they came to life and 
stood on their feet, an extraordinarily large company. 
 

 
V 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Metaphorical Vision as described in v.11-14 depicting the resurrection of Israel, 
not proof of the bodily resurrection of Christians. 
 Message of hope that Israel will one day be restored by God  
 Resurrection: bodily and politically 

 Resurrection of the body can only be achieved through the power of God  
 Political resurrection/restoration also can only be restored through the 
power of God, but the people don’t realize this. 

 Looking to Egypt as a source of redemption and restoration  
 Look only to God 

 “More than anything else human beings can hope for, Calvin claimed, the 
resurrection of the dead is so utterly dependent upon God that there can be 
no doubt that it lies outside of our powers. There are forms of immortality 
that one can recognize as intrinsic to existence in the normal course of 
things—the survival of one's heirs, influence, or reputation, for instance. For 
a body to be resuscitated long after it has begun to decompose, that is a 
miracle.” Kelton Cobb, Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised Com-
mon Lectionary - Feasting on the Word – Year A, Volume 2: Lent through 
Eastertide. 

 Resurrection, in the view of early Christians (Irenaeus and Tertullian), re-
quired a body. 

 Very different view of biology 
 Why the punishment by Rome (eaten by lions or hacked apart by 
Gladiators was considered especially cruel as it prevented resurrec-
tion) 
 Later those who were thought irredemable by the Church would be 
beheaded to prevent resurrection 

 Method of restoration? Prophesy - prophetic proclamation of God - speaking 
truth to power 
 Prophecy is often seen a method of tearing down systems of oppression and 
power, here prophesy is a message of hope-filled redemption 



 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Ezekiel  

 
 

E Z E K I E L  3 7 : 1 - 1 4  
I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
 Ezekiel, priest and prophet at the beginning of the the Exile  

 Son of a priestly family - should have become a priest but was taken to  
Babylon in the first exile 597 BCE 

 Became a prophet at 30 years old while working in the village of of  
Tel-abib 
 Extreme embodied demonstrations of prophetic proclamation:  

 Laying on his side for 390 days and then his other side for 40 days  
 Shaving his head and then striking it around the city  
 Building a model of Jerusalem and laying siege to it  
 Packing up his belongings every night in a mock exile  
 Shaking and trembling when he ate 
 Repeatedly addressed as the “Son of Man” 

 Book of Ezekiel 

 ~591-571 BCE 

 Prophecies are from before and after the fall of Jerusalem  

 Book was likely compiled after the the restoration of Jerusalem (538 BCE)  

11 He said to me, “Human one, these bones are the entire house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished. We are completely finished.’ 12 
So now, prophesy and say to them, The Lord God proclaims: I’m opening your graves! I 
will raise you up from your graves, my people, and I will bring you to Israel’s fertile 
land. 13 You will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you up 
from your graves, my people. 14 I will put my breath in you, and you will live. I will 
plant you on your fertile land, and you will know that I am the Lord. I’ve spoken, and I 
will do it. This is what the Lord says.” 
                                

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

 

 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #340, insert)………………………………………...………….……………...……….... 
“This Is My Song” 

 
 
 

MESSAGE.......................................................................…............. Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Too tired to stand” 

 
OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
HYMN (Glory to God #533, insert)………………………………….……...………….……….…...……….... 

"In the Singing”  
 

COMMUNION  
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The  

communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance.  
You are invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will 

bring elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to  
participate in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and  

thanksgiving to God for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living  
presence of Jesus, crucified and risen.  

 

        

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=ezekiel%2037%3A1-14&t=ceb&t2=nrs


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*BENEDICTION   

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things  
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Go with this good news: You are loved. You are forgiven. You are restored. You are 
called to share in the Gospel with the world, even when you feel no one is listening. 

Nothing is too hard for our God. 
 

*THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER (verse 1 & 4) 

*sung by Brandon Thomas, a cappella  
verse 1 

1 O say, can you see, by the dawn's early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?  

verse 4 
O, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand, 

Between their loved home and the war’s desolation! 
Blest with victory and peace may the heav’n-rescued land 

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation! 
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

And this be our motto: “In God is our trust,” 
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...………...........................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 

 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

  



 

 

  

 

 


