First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

This week we continue in the book of Ephesians, now in chapter
2. Through Christ Jesus, Gentiles and Jewish people have been brought
together as one. Though the law of the Jewish people was to remind them
that they were a separate, holy people for God, in the writer of Ephesian’s
view, the law has now been abolished to bring together the people, uniting
them in peace. All people, regardless of background, have access to God.
The spirit of unity in Christ brings all people together, Jewish and Gentile.
The foundation of their faith is from the prophets and apostles, but Jesus
Christ is the cornerstone, and all believers form the holy temple of God.

Sunday, July 18, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship

PRAYER LIST

Words of Shalom Prior to Worship
Weary disciples, worn out from the constant juggling of expectations and demands that
others place on you and that you place on yourself, come to a place of renewal
and rest. Your God is waiting. Come and Worship.

PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, pianist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
Ephesians 2:8-10
You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith.
This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed.
It’s not something you did that you can be proud of.
Instead, we are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good
things. God planned for these good things to be the way that we live our lives.
We are a people blessed beyond measure.
HYMN (Glory to God #309, insert).....................................................................................
“Come, Great God of All the Ages”
You are invited to stand and sing the opening hymn!

We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:
MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry
MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Bill and Meda Krenson
Eddie Krenson
Will Krenson
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Gene Hartsfield, friend of Pat Hill’s has Hodgkin's disease.
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
- Cuthbert Presbyterian Church - (Elder Tom McFarland has been preaching and
leading worship at Cuthbert and we want to lift both Cuthbert and Tom in prayer!)
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605

JULY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
- PRESBYTERY LUNCH at the home of Debra Tregaskis, Pastor Sommer Attending Church Office Closed on Friday, July 2nd.
- CSM = Pastor Sommer, Fred Richmond and Sharon Parks will be volunteering their
morning at CSM (Community Service Ministry) on Thursday, July 8th from 9-11:30am
- NOMINATING COMMITTEE (Cathy Reynolds, Sharon McFarland, Fred Richmond and
Emily Collins) will meet again on Friday, July 16th at 10:00 am.
- GSW Pres House = on Friday, July 9th several GSW Pres House board members will
be painting and preparing the campus ministry house for the upcoming semester!
Vacation days:
- Kerstin Cherrbboneau vacation days Saturday, July 10th, Thursday, July 29th—
Tuesday August 2nd
- Marcia Seymour vacation day Tuesday, July 13th
- Pastor Sommer vacation days Tuesday, July 27th and Friday, July 30th
- RISE AGAINST HUNGER = Sunday, October 3rd, 2021 at 2:00pm. Our congregation
will host the Presbytery mission event Rise Against Hunger.
- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE = on Saturday, October 23, 2021 a
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley
Gatewood. Time is TBD.
- CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE = Congratulations to the church’s two scholarship recipients, Kevin Richmond and Amelia Bibler, who both received scholarships in
the amount of $2,000! Thank you to the church Scholarship Committee (Chair Jim
Buffaloe, Beth Williams, Joy Thompson, Tom Collins, Katie Minich and Lisa Collins) for
all of their hard work
~ FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING = The next FRP presbytery meeting will be
in-person on Saturday, August 7th at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Albany,
Georgia. The elder commissioner is Meda Krenson
~ WELLNESS IN YOUR WISER YEARS = Prevention tips for staying healthy with Dr.
Sandra Zornes and Dr. Lynn Denney. Monday, July 26th at 2:00pm via Zoom. Email
Elizabeth Cantrel at ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org to register.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

Ephesians 2:11-22
Common English Bible

The reconciliation of God’s people
11 So remember that once you were Gentiles by physical descent, who were called
“uncircumcised” by Jews who are physically circumcised. 12 At that time you were
without Christ. You were aliens rather than citizens of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of God’s promise. In this world you had no hope and no God. 13 But now,
thanks to Christ Jesus, you who once were so far away have been brought near by the
blood of Christ.
14 Christ is our peace. He made both Jews and Gentiles into one group. With his body,
he broke down the barrier of hatred that divided us. 15 He canceled the detailed rules
of the Law so that he could create one new person out of the two groups, making
peace. 16 He reconciled them both as one body to God by the cross, which ended the
hostility to God.
17 When he came, he announced the good news of peace to you who were far away
from God and to those who were near. 18 We both have access to the Father through
Christ by the one Spirit. 19 So now you are no longer strangers and aliens. Rather, you
are fellow citizens with God’s people, and you belong to God’s household. 20 As God’s
household, you are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 The whole building is joined together in him, and
it grows up into a temple that is dedicated to the Lord. 22 Christ is building you into a
place where God lives through the Spirit.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



 Jews and Gentiles are made into one group.
 Break down barriers that divide us.
 Christ’s death was so that peace could be made among people. There is no
reason to be divided, because we are all equally accepted by God.
New Humanity v. 19-22
 Access to the Father through Christ and the Spirit.
 Built on one foundation - Christ
 Fellow citizens - recall Torah language
 Belong to God’s household
Christ is building you into a place where God lives through he Spirit.

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 This is Sanctifying Grace. No longer a Temple needed, a one-stop place to connect to God. Instead, a relationship with God is being built. “Christ is building you…”
There is union, but there is also growth.
 You were given grace, now show it to others. Christ has given you a path to connect to God, don’t keep it from others. Key to this new life is remembering those
who have gone before. Remember your grace. Remember grace offered by others.
Through remembering, we may move forward.
 Church growth is not measured here by statistics. We grow the church only in so
much as we grow peace. If a church is growing in numbers, but alienating the
surrounding communities of faith, is that “growing the Church?”

 Skips some good stuff. Ephesians 2:1-10 is worth reading.
Eph 2:8-10: “You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed. It’s not something
you did that you can be proud of. Instead, we are God’s accomplishment,
created in Christ Jesus to do good things. God planned for these good
things to be the way that we live our lives.”
 This is the set up for the passage that begins, “So remember.” What comes
before the “So” is grace.
 Grace, so remember that once you were Gentiles…
Reminiscent of Torah language:
Exodus 22:21 “Don’t mistreat or oppress an immigrant, because you
were once immigrants in the land of Egypt.”
Leviticus 19:34 “Any immigrant who lives with you must be treated
as if they were one of your citizens. You must love them as yourself,
because you were immigrants in the land of Egypt; I am the Lord your
God.”
Deuteronomy 10:19 “You must also love immigrants because you
were immigrants in Egypt.”
Remember the grace you were given so that you may extend it to
others.
 Differences v. 11-12. Paul begins this by showing the difference between life
before Christ and after. Since Grace is the turning point, Paul reminds them of life
before Grace.
 Many of Paul’s first converts were those who were Gentiles but sympathetic
to Judaism. They were “aliens in the nation of Israel.”
 Even as the good news spread to Gentiles, they had no knowledge of the
covenant God had with the people.
 They had no hope and no God.
 Gentiles and Jews were separated by a chasm that was closed by Jesus’ willingness to die for all.
 Union v. 13-18

HYMN (Glory to God #302)……………...…………………………..……….…..……….....…………..……
“When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace”

MESSAGE.....................................................................…............. Pastor Sommer Bower
“Pay it forward”

Bible Study on Ephesians 2

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN (Glory to God #840, insert).....................................................................................
“When Peace Like a River: It Is well with My Soul”
You are invited to stand and sing the closing hymn!

*BENEDICTION
You were given grace, now show it to others. Christ has given you a path to connect to
God, don’t keep it from others. Key to this new life is remembering those who have gone
before. Remember your grace. Remember grace offered by others. Through remembering,
we may move forward. Leave this place with the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ,
and the peace of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

EPHESIANS 2:11-22
*POSTLUDE……………......……..…..…….……..................................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

INITIAL THOUGHTS
 This pairs very well with the Old Testament text.
 Just as David unites the Kingdoms, the writer of Ephesians sees

Jesus as the uniter of all people.
 There is something new in Christ that is not destroying what has
come before, but is opening up a wider umbrella of God’s love.
 Uses Temple language - a good reading with the 2 Samuel 7: 1-14
text. No longer about a house built with human hands. It is no longer
about a building that can keep people in or out. Instead, the household of God is on the foundation of the apostles themselves, with
Christ as the cornerstone.
 The household of God is no longer walls. It is people, and all are
invited in.
BIBLE STUDY

Praying the Lord's Prayer
Perhaps some of the most comforting words Jesus shared in Matthew and Luke’s
Gospels are the prayer we Christians call the Our Father or the Lord’s Prayer. While the
prayer is most often said in community or as part of ritual prayer, this prayer can also
be a contemplative practice when prayed slowly and mindfully, perhaps even as lectio
divina. We invite you to pray this modern version of the prayer of Jesus from the
Anglican Church of New Zealand, which both honors and reflects indigenous Maori
culture. (from Richard Rohr)
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples
of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and for ever. Amen.

