
 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

    

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Mary Mackey 

Tom and Sharon McFarland 
 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Gene Hartsfield, friend of Pat Hill’s has Hodgkin's disease. 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
- Cuthbert Presbyterian Church - (Elder Tom McFarland has been preaching and 
leading worship at Cuthbert and we want to lift both Cuthbert and Tom in prayer!) 

 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

Our sermon series in the Epistles continues in Ephesians with 
3:14-21. The author prays that God will strengthen the believers 

through the power of God’s Spirit, and that they will know 
Christ dwells in their hearts through faith. In this section that 

concludes the first half of Ephesians, a sort of benediction is  
rendered, that the believers would know the fullness of God’s 

love and receive the blessing of God’s glory and power. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 
RADIO 

Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

JULY 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
- CSM - Pastor Sommer, Fred Richmond and Sharon Parks will be volunteering their 
morning at CSM (Community Service Ministry) on Thursday, July 8th from 9-11:30am 
 

-NOMINATING COMMITTEE - The Nominating Committee has finished its good work 
and would like to present their nominees to the congregation for the session class of 
2024: Tom Collins, Carrie Hawkins and Sharon McFarland. A meeting of the congrega-
tion will be called soon for the congregation to have the opportunity to vote.  
SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2021 (rotating off)              Class of 2022                    Class of 2023 

Russ Childers                                      Jim Buffaloe                      Meda Krenson 

Emily Collins                                       Cynthia Richmond           Sharon Parks 

Darryl Hawkins (clerk)                      Earl Williams                     Joy Thompson 
 

- GSW Pres House - on Friday, July 9th several GSW Pres House board members will 
be painting and preparing the campus ministry house for the upcoming semester!  
 

Vacation days: 
- Kerstin Cherrbboneau  vacation days Saturday, July 10th,  Thursday, July 29th-
Tuesday August 2nd 
- Marcia Seymour vacation day Tuesday, July 13th 
- Pastor Sommer vacation days Tuesday, July 27th and Friday, July 30th 
 

- CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Sunday, August 1st - a Congregational Meeting  
following 11:00am worship for the purpose of the nominating committee presenting 
their slate of nominees to the congregation. The Nominating Committee has three (3) 
nominees to bring to the church for the session class of 2024 
 

- FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING = The next FRP presbytery meeting will be  
in-person on Saturday, August 7th at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Albany,  
Georgia. The elder commissioner is Meda Krenson   
 

- RISE AGAINST HUNGER = Sunday, October 3rd, 2021 at 2:00pm. Our congregation 
will host the Presbytery mission event Rise Against Hunger.  
 

- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE = on Saturday, October 23, 2021 a  
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley  
Gatewood. Time is TBD.  
 

- WELLNESS IN YOUR WISER YEARS = Prevention tips for staying healthy with Dr. 
Sandra Zornes and Dr. Lynn Denney. Monday, July 26th at 2:00pm via Zoom. Email 
Elizabeth Cantrel at ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org to register. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
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Sermon Thoughts and Questions: 
  Is Christ a visitor in our life? Do we put on show of hospitality and good  

manners; temporarily pushing our “junk” into the closets of our lives? OR do we 
invite Christ to live with us? To be challenged by Christ ’s constant presence in 
time that are good and times that are bad? Will we allow ourselves to be trans-
formed by Christ? 

 “Conversations change. Relationships realign. Household tasks increase and 
responsibilities shift. So it is when Christ moves in to the hearts of Christians. 
This isn't merely tweaking old patterns; everything changes.” Karen Chakoi-
an, Feasting on the Word – Year B, Volume 3: Pentecost and Season After  

Pentecost 1 (Propers 3-16). 
 Accepting the love of God is not an intellectual venture but will require us to  

surrender the mystery of God’s love. This doesn’t mean checking our brains at the 
door, but rather realizing, humbly, that there are things we can and will never  
understand. God love and grace are beyond our comprehension. We can choose 
to accept God’s love as it is freely given to us and to others or to reject it. We can 
hope to know that love, but we can never understand it. 

Sunday, July 25, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Hear this Assurance of Christ’s Grace 

We are made in God’s image, and that image is good. The evidence of God’s love is all 
around us and when we respond to that evidence with praise to God than God’s power 
in the world becomes even more evident to those around us. So sing your praise to God 
on this day. Make new things. Give space for new life to flourish. Bless and bless, and 
know God’s blessings. Love deeply, and know God’s love is with you. Be forgiven, seek 
restoration, and bless the world with your creativity. May this morning in worship be 

an opportunity to invite Christ to abide in you and in all that you do. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                            (Psalm 145:13b-14, 17-19) 

The Lord is trustworthy and true, 
Faithful in all of God’s ways. 

The Lord upholds all who are falling, 
And brings us up when we are brought low. 

The Lord is just in all ways, 
Faithful in all things. 

The Lord is close to everyone who calls upon God; 
God hears our cries and will save us. 

                     
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #1, insert)..................................................................................... 
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!”  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://amzn.to/2LzmapD
https://amzn.to/2LzmapD


 

 

 

 

 According to the New Interpreter's Study Bible - Kneeling is a part of Gentile wor-
ship, not Jewish worship (Isaiah 45:23; Phil. 2:10-11) 

 vv. 14-19 
 One sentence! 

 4 Petitions 
 Strengthened in inmost being 
 Christ dwell in their hearts 
 Heart was considered the seat of intellectual thought- NOT emotion 
(the bowels were the seat of emotions- think  “butterflies in your stom-
ach”) 
 Power to comprehend the extent of God’s work 
 Know the love of Christ 

  Paul Achtemeier - Divine love is the basis for living (v. 17 - “rooted and 
grounded in love”), Christ’s indwelling will allow the Ephesians to realize the 
extent of that life-controlling love which is superior and unknowable via  
intellectual knowledge (see the use of the word “mystery” in Eph. 3:1-13). In  
other words - you cannot think your way into understanding God’s love, it is 
only revealed by allowing Christ to dwell within you- to surrender to Christ. 

 Invitation to let Christ in 
 Allowing the love of Christ to transform us and dwell within us  

 The difference between Christ as a visitor and Christ as roommate  
 Going to church is not the same as letting Christ abide in us  
K. Chakoian - don’t be the Dursley’s and let Jesus live in a cupboard under the 
stairs - change your life and make room for Christ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://amzn.to/2LlFKZr
https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=isaiah+45:23;+philippians+2:10-11&t2=nrs
https://amzn.to/2LzmapD
https://amzn.to/2LzmapD
https://amzn.to/2LzmapD


 Bible Study on Ephesians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Statue of the Apostle Paul 

At the basilica of Saint-Jean-de-Latran in Rome 
Public Domain 

 

E P H E S I A N S  3 : 1 4 - 2 1  
B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Hinge text- linking the theological/doctrinal section: Ephesians 1-3 
(what God has done by uniting all things in Christ and breaking down divi-
sions) and the application section: chapters 4-6 (how we respond to God’s 
love and unity-”lead a life worthy of the calling which [they] have been 
called” 4:1) 

 “For this reason” 

 Might look back to 3:1-13 and The mystery that all people are  
included in the love and grace of God 

 Or it looks ahead to “in order that” (Gk: hiva) which is how verse 
16 begins looking ahead to the hope of strength, indwelling,  
comprehension and ultimately love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=ephesians+3:14-21&t=ceb&t2=nrs


PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
As you hear God’s word proclaimed, let the words transform you and dwell within you. 

Gracious God, Feed us with Your words, Your wisdom, Your grace and Your peace. 
Amen.  

 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE  Ephesians 3: 14-21:              Common English Bible  
 

Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians    
14 This is why I kneel before the Father. 15 Every ethnic group in heaven or on earth is 
recognized by him. 16 I ask that he will strengthen you in your inner selves from the 
riches of his glory through the Spirit. 17 I ask that Christ will live in your hearts through 
faith. As a result of having strong roots in love, 18 I ask that you’ll have the power to 
grasp love’s width and length, height and depth, together with all believers. 19 I ask 
that you’ll know the love of Christ that is beyond knowledge so that you will be filled 
entirely with the fullness of God. 
 
20 Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his 
power at work within us; 21 glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all  
generations, forever and always. Amen. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #408, insert)……………...……………………………………..……..…..……....... 
“There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 

 

MESSAGE.....................................................................……............ Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Rewards Outweigh the Risks” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Is All 
I don’t possess houses or land, 

Fine clothes or jewelry, 

Sorrows and cares in this old world 

My lot seems to be. 

But I have a Christ who paid the price 

Way back on Calvary. 

And Christ is all, 

All and all, this world to me. 

 

Christ is all, 

He’s everything to me. 

Christ is all. 

He rules the land and sea. 

Christ is all. 

Without Him nothing could be. 

Christ is all, all and all, 

This world to me. 

 

By Kenneth Morris (1946) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #188, insert)................................................................................. 
 “Jesus Loves Me!”  

 

*BENEDICTION         
Go out into the world. 

Seek God, and the wisdom of God. 

Hide yourself from the corruptions of power and adulation. 

Entrust whatever you have to Christ 

for with him, there will always be more than enough. 
 

And may God strengthen you in your inner beings. 

May Christ Jesus dwell in your hearts through faith. 

and may the Holy Spirit plant your roots deeply 

in the abundant richness of God’s love. 
 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,  

for in you, gracious God, there is always enough. 

…In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

*POSTLUDE……………......…..…..…….……...................................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


