
 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

    

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
David and Donna Minich 

Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad and Alice 
Jaimie Minich; Jonah 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Gene Hartsfield, friend of Pat Hill’s has Hodgkin's disease. 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
- Cuthbert Presbyterian Church - (Elder Tom McFarland has been preaching and 
leading worship at Cuthbert and we want to lift both Cuthbert and Tom in prayer!) 

 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture taken of the Four bells in Ia, Santorini, Greece  
Creative Commons Attribution: Dietmar Rabich (2017) 

 

Church bells are placed, not by the church, but where the sea meets the land. Anyone 
can ring the bells for the good of the community.  

 

The Epistle sermon series continues in Ephesians with 4:25-5:2. The author reminds 
the reader/listener that they are part of the community, the body of Christ together. 

They are called to speak the truth to each other, but not to allow anger to last. Believers 
must put aside their selfish, harmful ways, and instead, work together and build up 

one another. The author teaches that the faithful are to imitate Christ and live in love 
with one another, because Christ gave himself up for us. 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, August 8, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

What brought you to this place of worship this morning? 

Why are you here this morning? I don’t know what got you out of bed this morning and 
here to worship, but this is what I DO know: We have all fallen short, and we’ve all been 

selfish at times. God knows this, because God knows you and loves you despite your 
faults and shortcomings. God made us all a bit imperfect, and that’s okay. We learn, we 
grow, we fail, we forgive. Continue to grow with God, to learn to do better, strive to do 
good, and know that you are not alone on this journey of faith. Forgive one another, and 

it shall go well with you. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                      (from Psalm 38:1, 3-5) 
We will bless the Lord at all times; 

God’s praise shall continually be on our lips. 
O magnify the Lord with me, 

Let us exalt God’s name together. 
When we seek God, God will answer us, 

And deliver us from all our fears. 
Look to God with radiance, 

May we never be ashamed of worshiping God. 
        

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #735, insert)................................................................................... 
“I Need Thee Every Hour”  

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2021 (rotating off)  Class of 2022              Class of 2023    Class of 2024 

Russ Childers                          Jim Buffaloe                Meda Krenson   Tom Collins 

Emily Collins                           Cynthia Richmond     Sharon Parks   Carrie Hawkins 

Darryl Hawkins (clerk)           Earl Williams              Joy Thompson   Sharon McFarland 
 
 

- ON SUNDAY,  AUGUST 1ST our church held a congregational meeting where Tom 
Collins, Carrie Hawkins and Sharon McFarland were elected to the session class of 
2024. Congratulations! 
 
 

- FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY MEETING = The next FRP presbytery meeting will be  
in-person on Saturday, August 7th at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Albany,  
Georgia. The elder commissioner is Meda Krenson   
 

- CHURCH COVERED DISH =  Sunday, September 5th join us after worship for a  
covered dish lunch! 
 

- RISE AGAINST HUNGER = Sunday, October 3rd, 2021 at 2:00pm. Our congregation 
will host the Presbytery mission event Rise Against Hunger.  
 

- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE = on Saturday, October 23, 2021 a  
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley  
Gatewood. Time is TBD.  
 

 - EMPTY BOWLS - Saturday, November 6th from 11am—2pm our church will host in 
our fellowship hall the Sumter Arts Council/ GSW Arts Department Empty Bowls to 
raise money for Harvest for Hope 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

“Critical to the author's argument for a community ethics of trans-
parency, honesty, justice and goodness, is the assertion that the en-
tire community are a part of the same family: in this case, "children 
of light." There are many other places where the author uses kinship 
imagery in Ephesians to refer to the members of the churches: adop-
tion (1:5); inheritance (1:11); members of God's household (2:19), 
etc. This is but one example. In this instance, the author argues that if 
your parent is light, you should resemble your parent in how you live: 
exposing what is secretive and  false and showing what is good and 
just and truthful to the world.” (Margaret Aymer, Working Preacher) 

 “Ephesians 5:8a functions as a brief identity reminder where the author 
reminds the audience that formerly they were darkness, but now they are 
light in the Lord. Verse 5:8b is a call to action as a result of their light 
identity. They are to walk as children of light. So once again Christian 
identity and reality are the foundation and springboard for distinctive 
Christian conduct. “ (Richard Carlson, Working Preacher) 
 Light and Dark is associated with Wakefulness and Sleeping. “Rising 
from sleep” was an allusion to resurrection and conversion. 
“To undergird this point, the author closes the unit in 5:14 by 
quoting what was most likely part of an early Christian hymn de-
picting the believers’ original conversion experience as awaking from 
sleep and arising from the dead because Christ illuminated them. This 
also recalls prior claims about conversion as moving from death to 
life and resurrection through God’s love and mercy in 2:1-6.” (Richard 
Carlson, Working Preacher) 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 Resurrection is offered now, to those who sleep now. Rising in Christ is not 

saved for after death. It is something we can accomplish and be a part of 
now. Choosing to live in the light, with honesty, integrity, and transparency is 
the authentic way of Christ. 

 “That is, the author of Ephesians is arguing that being a Christian in a non-
Christian (or today a post-Christian) world should cause members of the 
church to act differently: to tell the truth, to push for justice, to uphold good-
ness regardless of the norms of the society at large. Members of the church 
are to live as those who have already been raised from the dead in a world 
focused on prolonging youth and life.” (Margaret Aymer, Working Preacher) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4394
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2017
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2017
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2017
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=4394


PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
May the time we spend together in Your presence nourish our hearts and minds; may 

it strengthen our relationship with You, and renew our commitment to live in this 
world as Your faithful disciples. For You alone are God, the Source and Sustainer of life.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE  Ephesians 4:25-5:2, 6-8                Common English Bible 

25 Therefore, after you have gotten rid of lying, Each of you must tell the truth to your 
neighbor because we are parts of each other in the same body. 26 Be angry without 
sinning. Don’t let the sun set on your anger.27 Don’t provide an opportunity for the 
devil. 28 Thieves should no longer steal. Instead, they should go to work, using their 
hands to do good so that they will have something to share with whoever is in need. 

29 Don’t let any foul words come out of your mouth. Only say what is helpful when it 
is needed for building up the community so that it benefits those who hear what you 
say. 30 Don’t make the Holy Spirit of God unhappy—you were sealed by him for the 
day of redemption. 31 Put aside all bitterness, losing your temper, anger, shouting, 
and slander, along with every other evil. 32 Be kind, compassionate, and forgiving to 
each other, in the same way God forgave you in Christ. 

5 Therefore, imitate God like dearly loved children. 2 Live your life with love, following 
the example of Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us. He was a sacrificial  
offering that smelled sweet to God. 
6 Nobody should deceive you with stupid ideas. God’s anger comes down on those 
who are disobedient because of this kind of thing. 7 So you shouldn’t have anything to 
do with them. 8 You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord, so live 
your life as children of light. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #444, insert)……………...……………………………………..……..…..……....... 
“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 

 
MESSAGE....................................................................……............ Pastor Sommer Bower 

“You know better: evidence of a transformed life” 
 

OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E P H E S I A N S  5 : 8 - 1 4  
 

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
 Ephesus was not an easy city to live as a Christian, so the early churches must 

hold together, draw strength from their unity, and continue to try and live as 
the Body of Christ, drawing on each other’s strengths and supporting one an-
other’s weaknesses. 

 Ultimately, the best hope and motivation for all action for the Christian is love.  
B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Literary Context 
 Verses 6-7 CEB “Nobody should deceive you with stupid ideas. God’s anger 
comes down on those who are disobedient because of this kind of thing. So 
you shouldn’t have anything to do with them.” 
 Verse 15-17: “So be careful to live your life wisely, not foolishly. Take ad-
vantage of every opportunity because these are evil times. Because of this, 
don’t be ignorant, but understand the Lord’s will.” 
 This is a part of a larger piece that is warning people to live correctly. The 
thrust of chapter five is: Live like Christ, motivated by love; not like others 
who simply do what they want when they want. 

 Light/Dark 

 Light and Dark metaphors are not always helpful. It is possible to redefine 
and nuance these images, and at least acknowledge the problem with light=good dark=bad, 
and historically how this has been abused.  

“The image of light and darkness is widespread across many cultures and religions. 
It has its roots in human experience of dark and light, night and day. It frequently 
gives expression to a dualism where darkness is on the negative side and light on the 
positive…The related contrast, black and white, easily becomes the prejudice of rac-
ism.But the image is just an image and has its own fragility. Yes, people have feared 
the darkness; they cannot see and are afraid. The darkness can be dangerous; we do 
not see what is coming to and we cannot see where we are or where we are going. 
But light can also be terrifying, blinding, overwhelming, overpowering. Darkness can 
be restful, beautiful. Life's joys are not all gaudy. Black can be just as beautiful as 
white.” (William Loder) 

 “Children of light” redefines family. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=ephesians+5:8-14&t=ceb&t2=nrs
http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/AEpLent4.htm


  Speaking 

 Like stealing, speaking should not be used for evil but for the building up 
of the community 

 Like anger words have the power for creative good or destructive evil 

 Words matter and their effects matter as well. 
 Why do we do these things? 

 We are a new creation 
 We are shown a new way to live and to resist sin 
 We are no longer bound by sin, we do not have to choose the least 
of evils or the evils means for a virtuous end- rather a way of love, 
forgiveness and full life is given to us 

 We are part of the body of Christ 
 We don’t do this alone but are one part of the interconnected body 
of Christ 
 We tell the truth, encourage, learn from and help one another 
 The Holy Spirit encourages us to grow in the likeness of Christ: for-
giving as we have been forgiven 

 We do not wish to cause God grief 
Because we have received so much from God we choose to act  and 
live in a manner which is pleasing to God 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 This passage reminds me of the “Family Rules” lists that have become quite 

popular. These are the family rules for the church - the family of God and the 
body of Christ. We don’t to these things because that is not how our family 
acts. Others may act that way (vv. 17-24), but as Christians we do not act this 
way. 

 Anger is a human emotion that can be healthy and righteous but can also cause 
unimaginable destruction. Too often we dismiss anger or regard it as an evil 
emotion as opposed to addressing how people of faith respond to the natural 
human emotion of anger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Bread of life, you taught us to put away bitterness and anger, and with tenderhearted 

kindness to share the fruit of our labor. Strengthen us by your grace, that in  
communion with you, we may forgive one another and live in love as Christ loved us. 

Amen. 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #157, insert)................................................................................. 
“I Danced in the Morning”   

*BENEDICTION         
Give us a consistent kindness and compassion for others. Keep us always tender  

hearted even when the world delivers difficult blows and setbacks to us. Teach us once 
again about your redeeming grace in order that we may learn, however slowly and 

however tentatively, how to forgive others. Teach us how to live abundantly into the 
future. And indelibly remind us that we are among your forgiven and beloved  

community. May this prayer, ringing in our ears, encourage us throughout the week 
and grow our faith. Amen.  

 

*POSTLUDE……………......…..…..…….……...................................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Connection to last week’s reading: Stripping away the old and building the new 
connects us to our new lives in baptism 

 We die to the old and are born to the new way of Jesus Christ which is love, 
mercy and forgiveness 

 This is not a to-do list but rather the evidence of a transformed life - is we are 
truly changed by virtue of our baptism then we will:  

 Strip away bitterness, anger, wrangling and slander 
 Be kind to one another, compassionate and forgiving  

 Telling the truth 

 We tell the truth because we are one body and to lie to someone is to lie 
to ourselves 
 Truth-telling provides and foundation for relationship and authentic com-
munity 
 However, it is impolite, inconvenient and take time and energy  

 Anger 

 “Be Angry” - This is not an imperative but an acknowledgment of reality; 
The question is not if we will be angry but how to respond to anger  
 Deal with anger- don’t avoid it (don’t let the sun go down) 

 Different from “don’t go to bed angry” address anger as it arises, but some-
times you can’t resolve an issue and you need sleep 

 A Christian community is a reconciled community - not a community that 
denies or avoids anger and conflict 

 Stealing 
 Thieves shouldn’t steal, not because of a violation of personal property, 
but in order that they might have something to share with those who are 
in need 
 Stealing either ignores or creates need by focusing on taking the personal 
property from someone for someone else. Personal property doesn ’t 
matter, those in need DO matter. 
 Property only serves to ensure that everyone has enough - not that some 
have more and others less 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Ephesians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Schwetzingen, Germany, Schwetzingen Castle gardens: The so-called Chinese bridge or Palladio 
bridge, seen from east by north-east over the canal. The sparse greenery shows that it is spring. 

This photo by Roman Eisele won the 65th prize at the Annual  
Wiki Loves Monuments 2018 in Germany. 

 

E P H E S I A N S  4 : 2 5  -  5 : 2  

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
 What about the in-between? 

 vv. 16-25 sets up today's passage and connects last week to this week  
“Don’t act like the gentiles” - can be taken as discriminatory (i.e. that 
lack all sense of right and wrong, ignorant, dark thinking, etc) 

 Instead of using this as a description of how bad they are- this passage 
seems to keep in line with how not to act 
 Clothe yourself with the new person created in God’s image 
 In other words be transformed- don’t continue to live the way you used 
to - you know better now. 

 I would start today’s reading at v. 22 - it flows better. Today passage is a  
description of what the new life looks like. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=ephesians+4:25+-+5:2&t=ceb&t2=nrs

