
  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

    

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Fred and Cynthia Richmond; Tyler and Kevin 

Jim and Kathi Sewell 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 

- Rev. Bill Gettys, 88 of Cordele, passed away Monday, August 9, 2021 at Fellowship 
Home at Cordelia Manor. A private funeral service was held for the family.  

 

- Please keep the Buffaloe family in your prayers. James, Kim, Jackson and George 
Buffaloe all have Covid and are at home.   

- Passing of Jerry Watts - Jerry Watts served as the Presbytery of Flint River’s Stated 
Clerk for over a decade and served our presbytery in countless ways in the decades 

before his election. Cards can be sent to his wife, Edna, at:  
Edna Watts, 178 Woodard Road, Kathleen, GA 31047.  

 

- Gene Hartsfield, friend of Pat Hill’s has Hodgkin's disease 
 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

- As of July 8th, Tom McFarland has been commissioned by Flint River Presbytery to 
serve as Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Cuthbert.  

We want to lift both Cuthbert and Tom in prayer! 
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 

-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you 
may be a Facebook friend)  Spoken Worldwide.  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
The Epistle readings continue in the letter of James with chapter 2.  
The writer chastises the favoritism he has seen play out in the early 

church, where people still seek out the wealthy rather than helping the 
poor in need among them. God sees through their actions—they cannot 

hide. The rich are the ones who oppress them, and yet the people still  
work to please the wealthy instead of looking to the ones most in need.  

To love one’s neighbor as one’s self is the hallmark of faith in James’ view, 
 and faith without works is dead.  



Sunday, September 5 , 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

Living the Balance of being in this calm sanctuary, surrounded by this chaotic world  
We live with so many unknowns, so many tragic circumstances in the world. Bring 

peace to us. Not a peace that is passive, that numbs us to the pain of the world, but a 
peace that is the quiet assurance You are still at work in our world and in our lives. 
Bring peace to us in the form of help and aid when we struggle with mental health. 

Bring peace to us when we are feeling lonely and detached, by helping us to learn new 
ways of being community. Bring peace to us when all we can view before us is 

 destruction and despair, in that there are still those in the world who love, who 
 practice and pursue justice, and they need us, and we need them. 

Prince of Peace, grant us peace in our hearts. Amen.  
 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP       
O God, we thank you this day for Christians  
who seek to live out their faith in their everyday lives. 
 

We know that we cannot earn your love,  
but we can respond to your love.  
You call us to live holy lives out of gratitude for all that you have done for us. 
           We thank you for those who are quick to listen,  
           slow to speak, slow to anger: 
           for couples who listen to each other in love, 
           for people who count to ten before speaking their minds  
           and then speak gently,  
           for people who remain calm and loving when others’ tempers flare. 
We thank you for people who live out their faith by caring for orphans,  
widows and others in need: 
           We thank you for people who are doers of the word and not hearers only. 
           O God, may we be counted among them.  
           Help us to hear your word and to find joy in doing what you call us to do.  
May we live our lives in thankful obedience. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2021 (rotating off)  Class of 2022              Class of 2023    Class of 2024 

Russ Childers                          Jim Buffaloe                Meda Krenson   Tom Collins 

Emily Collins                           Cynthia Richmond     Sharon Parks   Carrie Hawkins 

Darryl Hawkins (clerk)           Earl Williams              Joy Thompson   Sharon McFarland 
 

-ORDINATION/INSTALLATION Elders = On Sunday, September 12th during 11:00am worship 
the new incoming session class of 2024 (Tom Collins, Carrie Hawkins and Sharon McFarland) 
will be ordained and installed in worship.  
-SESSION MEETING = Session met on Tuesday, August 24th to examine incoming elders, as 
well as on Sunday, August 29th after worship. The session voted to install clean-air filters in 
the church fellowship hall. These filters will be installed before the Rise Against Hunger & 
Empty Bowls events.The next stated session meeting will be on: Tuesday, September 28, 2021 
at 6pm.  
- UPDATE LAKE BLACKSHEAR LAND = Amazing news! The land our congregation co-owns with 
GSW at Lake Blackshear (we have a 45% share, GSW has a 55% share) has finally 
sold! Hallelujah! The closing date will be around the end of September 2021.  
- LABOR DAY - Monday, September 6, 2021  
- CAMPUS MINISTRY SUNDAY - Sunday, September 12th . New Campus Minister Rev. Mary 
Runyon attending! 
- MINI-RETREAT! - Saturday, September 25 - FREE Mini-Retreat hosted by Glenda  
Hollingshead, "A Mystic for Today: Hildegard of Bingen" 10am - 12:30pm, via Zoom. Email  
Elizabeth Cantrell at: ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org to register.   
-RISE AGAINST HUNGER = On Sunday, October 3rd our congregation is hosting the Presbytery
-wide mission event, Rise Against Hunger. Can you plan to be there? If yes, come to church in 
casual clothes that day (perhaps a Presbyterian T-shirt?) and stay after church for a BBQ 
lunch. Bobby Harris has offered to make his famous BBQ and Brunswick stew for the church. 
Following lunch we will unload the truck of food and set everything up. At 2:00pm other  
Presbyterian churches and organizations will join us in packing over 10,000 bags of food! It is 
an incredible event and we hope you can participate! 
- OCTOBER PRESBYTERY MEETING - Saturday, October 16th at 10am - Final Presbytery 
Meeting of the Year at the Flint River Presbytery Office in Albany (826 Liberty Expressway SE, 
Albany, GA).   
- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE - on Saturday, October 23, 2021 a  
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley  
Gatewood. Time is TBD.  
-EMPTY BOWLS - Saturday, November 6th from 11am—2pm our church will host in our  
fellowship hall the Sumter Arts Council/ GSW Arts Department Empty Bowls to raise money 
for Harvest for Hope 

mailto:ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org


 

 

 

 

 So what are the royal laws? There are laws in Torah that determine a per-
son’s cleanliness or uncleanliness - thus creating dynamics of partiality. It 
comes down to “what is your and your church’s hermeneutic”? A slippery 
rabbit hole that misses James’ point - 

 Just as one should not show favoritism among people- you also cannot 
show favoritism among the laws. You either follow the commandments or 
you don’t. You either treat everyone equally or you don’t. 

 “If one keeps the whole law, but fails in one point—showing favoritism—
the whole weight of the law falls upon that person. Favoritism emulates, 
not the law, but the oppressive measures of the rich who do not show mer-
cy. The polar opposite of favoritism is mercy.” Aaron Uitti Feasting on the 
Word – Year B, Volume 4: Season After Pentecost 2 (Propers 17-Reign of 
Christ). 

 Also calls attention to a higher authority-God. We answer to God and the 
teachings of Jesus, not to culture, not to wealth and not to worldly power. 

vv.14-17 Faith without works is dead 
 You cannot claim to have faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior while ignoring his life, 
teaching and example. 
 The heart of hypocrisy- to claim one thing (faith in Jesus) and do another (be  
impartial and ignore the needs of those in the human family) 
 James is NOT saying that one can be saved by works alone, but rather by faith 
lived out, done and seen. Salvation is both belief and action 
 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
How many of our communities contain people who claim to be Christian yet 
never participate in the community of faith? Or participate in the community of 
faith but ignore the needs of the poor, “orphans and widows”. 
 

How often do we offer “thoughts and prayers” instead of real action? It isn’t that 
thoughts and prayers are pointless, but thoughts and prayers without action is 
insulting. 

Work’s Cited 
~The Call to Worship was written by Bruce Gillette and Carolyn Winfrey Gillette for the Center for Christian Ethics. 

~ Prayer before worship by Rev. Mindi Walton  
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

 

 

 

                                

*HYMN (Glory to God #363).............................................................................................. 
“Rejoice, the Lord is King!” 

 

 

https://amzn.to/2P3voM6
https://amzn.to/2P3voM6
https://amzn.to/2P3voM6


PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE  James 2: 1-17                Common English Bible 
 

Don’t show favoritism 
2My brothers and sisters, when you show favoritism you deny the faithfulness of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has been resurrected in glory.2Imagine two people coming into 
your meeting. One has a gold ring and fine clothes, while the other is poor, dressed in 
filthy rags.3Then suppose that you were to take special notice of the one wearing fine 
clothes, saying, “Here’s an excellent place. Sit here.” But to the poor person you say, 
“Stand over there”; or, “Here, sit at my feet.”4Wouldn’t you have shown favoritism 
among yourselves and become evil-minded judges? 
5My dear brothers and sisters, listen! Hasn’t God chosen those who are poor by  
worldly standards to be rich in terms of faith? Hasn’t God chosen the poor as heirs of 
the kingdom he has promised to those who love him?6But you have dishonored the 
poor. Don’t the wealthy make life difficult for you? Aren’t they the ones who drag you 
into court?7Aren’t they the ones who insult the good name spoken over you at your 
baptism? 
8You do well when you really fulfill the royal law found in scripture, Love your neighbor 
as yourself. 9But when you show favoritism, you are committing a sin, and by that 
same law you are exposed as a lawbreaker.10Anyone who tries to keep all of the Law 
but fails at one point is guilty of failing to keep all of it.11The one who said, Don’t  
commit adultery, also said, Don’t commit murder. So if you don’t commit adultery but 
do commit murder, you are a lawbreaker.12In every way, then, speak and act as  
people who will be judged by the law of freedom.13There will be no mercy in  
judgment for anyone who hasn’t shown mercy. Mercy overrules judgment. 
 

Showing faith 
14My brothers and sisters, what good is it if people say they have faith but do nothing 
to show it? Claiming to have faith can’t save anyone, can it?15Imagine a brother or  
sister who is naked and never has enough food to eat.16What if one of you said, “Go in 
peace! Stay warm! Have a nice meal!”? What good is it if you don’t actually give them 
what their body needs?17In the same way, faith is dead when it doesn’t result in  
faithful activity. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Movement from the old patronage social system to a family system. In a family  
system the benefits do not come with quid pro quo expectations. Everyone is obligated 
to aid one another.  
The only patron or “father” Christians are to have is God. 
v. 1 - your actions (favoritism) do not reflect your belief (in Jesus as Lord and Christ) 
vv. 2-7 illustrate this declaration 

 Favoritism (or partiality) is honoring the rich and dishonoring the poor 
 This is about partiality within the community (“assembly” or “Synagogue” - 
the worshipping community). Do you or does your church show partiality to 
members over non-members? To big donors over non-givers? To young millen-
nial families over aged boomers? To those who claim one political affiliation 
over another? 
 v.  4 - The justice system at the time of James and now is supposed to be 
“blind” or impartial, but this is not the case.  Justice is not blind  
 v. 5 dishonoring the poor is just as bad a favoring the rich because it is the 
poor who will inherit the kingdom and be blessed (cf. Matt. 5:3; Luke 6:20). You 
cannot claim to follow Jesus and dishonor the poor 

vv. 6-7 Directly challenges the notion - “if you can’t beat them, join them”. 
James accuses the community of becoming those who are oppressing them. 

 Research supports this somewhat - the abused/bullied/oppressed becomes 
the abuser/bully/oppressor 
 During the Reformation the church distinguished between the “worthy and 
unworthy poor. The poor who begged in the street changed from being viewed 
as a way to show piety (by assisting the poor) to being scored as the unclean 
bears of disease and moral decay.  

 
vv. 8-13 The Law of God 
 Appeal to a higher authority than culture or Roman law - the perfect law - love your 

neighbor 
 There are not lesser or greater infractions to God’s law- you either keep the law or 

you don’t. The law of God is not a menu. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2008/aug/29/bullying.schools


 

 

 

 

 Bible Study on James 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1891 the above picture appeared in the Presbyterian Church's General Assembly report as the  
Presbyterian Mission Agency petitioned churches for more funds to help open more free schools to 

both boys and girls in the US and abroad. The above picture was an example of the Presbyterian church 
opening a free school in Changteh with an expectation of 20 students, but 50 students showed up.  

The original picture and General Assembly report can be found at 
 Princeton Theological Seminary Library in the archives.   

B I B L E  S T U D Y  
Diatribe - “In the diatribe a fictional sparring partner is created by the use of 
question and response. Vivid examples of the type of behavior being  
condemned also form an important part of the philosophic diatribe.” Pheme 
Perkins (Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching – First 
and Second Peter, James, and Jude) 

A New Social Order: 
 Direct continuation of last week- specifically the call to care for the widows and or-

phans and to be unstained by the world. 

 The world determines worth via social and economic status (as well as race, gender 
identification, sexual orientation, ableness, etc.) and those who are stained by the 
world respond to others according to their status. That is not the way of faith. 

 “Partiality toward the wealthy and powerful is a common feature of any society. In 
societies that bestow honor and privilege on the rich in exchange for their patronage 
and material support for communal projects, the behavior described in this section 
would have been second nature.” - Pheme Perkins (Interpretation: A Bible Commen-
tary for Teaching and Preaching – First and Second Peter, James, and Jude) 

*HYMN (Glory to God #708)………………………………………...………….…………………….......……... 
“We Give Thee but Thine Own” 

 
 

 

        

 

 

https://amzn.to/2w90RW4
https://amzn.to/2w90RW4
https://amzn.to/2w90RW4
https://amzn.to/2w90RW4


 

 

 

MESSAGE.......................................................................…............. Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Salvation is both faith and action.” 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy Lord, maker of us all, 

you call us to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and teach us that faith without works is dead. 

Open us to the opportunities for ministry that lie before us, 
where faith and words and the need of our neighbor 

come together in name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
*HYMN (Glory to God #32, insert)………………………………….……...……………..……….…...…….... 

"I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  
 

COMMUNION  
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The  

communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance.  
You are invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will 

bring elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to  
participate in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and  

thanksgiving to God for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living  
presence of Jesus, crucified and risen.  

 
*BENEDICTION  

 
 

 
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...……….............................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 

 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 

 

 

 


