
 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

    

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Joy Thompson 

Judy and Jody Wade 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Our Brothers and Sisters in Americus affected by the tornado in Americus 

- 20th Anniversary of 9/11 
- Afghanistan 

- Earthquake in Haiti 
- Gene Hartsfield, friend of Pat Hill’s has Hodgkin's disease 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
- As of July 8th, Tom McFarland has been commissioned by Flint River Presbytery to 

serve as Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Cuthbert.  
We want to lift both Cuthbert and Tom in prayer! 

 
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 

-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you 
may be a Facebook friend)  Spoken Worldwide.  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 1 of The Story 
The Beginning of Life as We Know It 

 

Humans constantly try to come to grips with the world we inhabit. 
 On the one hand, we sense that much about this world is good.  

People are capable of amazing heroism and selfless sacrifice.  
On the other hand, unspeakable tragedy occurs and horrific evils are  

committed every day all over the world. The story of the fall tells us why 
things are this way. The goodness of God’s creation could not be wholly 
destroyed by our sin and rebellion, but until the story is over, we cannot 
experience the good life God intended apart from the taint of sin and the 

curse. We live in a fallen world, waiting to be redeemed and made new by 
the Creator. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2021 (rotating off)  Class of 2022              Class of 2023    Class of 2024 

Russ Childers                          Jim Buffaloe                Meda Krenson   Tom Collins 

Emily Collins                           Cynthia Richmond     Sharon Parks   Carrie Hawkins 

Darryl Hawkins (clerk)           Earl Williams              Joy Thompson   Sharon McFarland 
 

-ORDINATION/INSTALLATION Elders = On Sunday, September 12th during 11:00am worship 
the new incoming session class of 2024 (Tom Collins, Carrie Hawkins and Sharon McFarland) 
will be ordained and installed in worship.  
-SESSION MEETING = Session met on Tuesday, August 24th to examine incoming elders, as 
well as on Sunday, August 29th after worship. The session voted to install clean-air filters in 
the church fellowship hall. These filters will be installed before the Rise Against Hunger & 
Empty Bowls events.The next stated session meeting will be on: Tuesday, September 28, 2021 
at 6pm.  
- UPDATE LAKE BLACKSHEAR LAND = Amazing news! The land our congregation co-owns with 
GSW at Lake Blackshear (we have a 45% share, GSW has a 55% share) has finally 
sold! Hallelujah! The closing date will be around the end of September 2021.  
- LABOR DAY - Monday, September 6, 2021  
- CAMPUS MINISTRY SUNDAY - Sunday, September 12th . New Campus Minister Rev. Mary 
Runyon attending! 
- MINI-RETREAT! - Saturday, September 25 - FREE Mini-Retreat hosted by Glenda  
Hollingshead, "A Mystic for Today: Hildegard of Bingen" 10am - 12:30pm, via Zoom. Email  
Elizabeth Cantrell at: ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org to register.   
-RISE AGAINST HUNGER = On Sunday, October 3rd our congregation is hosting the Presbytery
-wide mission event, Rise Against Hunger. Can you plan to be there? If yes, come to church in 
casual clothes that day (perhaps a Presbyterian T-shirt?) and stay after church for a BBQ 
lunch. Bobby Harris has offered to make his famous BBQ and Brunswick stew for the church. 
Following lunch we will unload the truck of food and set everything up. At 2:00pm other  
Presbyterian churches and organizations will join us in packing over 10,000 bags of food! It is 
an incredible event and we hope you can participate! 
- OCTOBER PRESBYTERY MEETING - Saturday, October 16th at 10am - Final Presbytery 
Meeting of the Year at the Flint River Presbytery Office in Albany (826 Liberty Expressway SE, 
Albany, GA).   
- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE - on Saturday, October 23, 2021 a  
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley  
Gatewood. Time is TBD.  
-EMPTY BOWLS - Saturday, November 6th from 11am—2pm our church will host in our  
fellowship hall the Sumter Arts Council/ GSW Arts Department Empty Bowls to raise money 
for Harvest for Hope 
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movie for many reasons. Maybe one is that they were expecting it to be a  
Children’s story. 
 The flood is such a rich story it is hard to capture in one week. It is the initiation 

of the relationship between God and humanity. The flood waters did not 
cleanse humanity of sin. The humans are still created in the divine image, but 
are still going to be subject to sin. “That bow in the clouds is the sign of God's 
promise that whatever else God does to seek our restoration, destruction is off 
the table. An implication of this promise is that God will try everything else. God 
will seek us and seek us, despite or perhaps because of God's knowledge of  

 every sin, every grief, and every shame that veils our vision of God's reality and 
of our own as God's creatures. Whatever dwells in our hearts that keeps us 
from hearing the harmony of all life in God's care, God will not give up on loving 
us into restoration” (Elizabeth, Working Preacher). We can see that God has 
promised not to destroy everything and start over, and we already know the 
path God has chosen to restore us to life. It is not the war bow. It is through his 
Son, the Cross, and the Empty Tomb. 

 

 
 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

Sunday, September 12, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
 

What do you know about the first covenant God made with humanity? 
One of our stories this week is of the great flood with Noah and in it is the first covenant 
between God and God’s people. That bow in the clouds is the sign of God's promise that 

whatever else God does to seek our restoration, destruction is off the table. An  
implication of this promise is that God will try everything else. God will seek us and 
seek us, despite or perhaps because of God's knowledge of every sin, every grief, and  
every shame that veils our vision of God's reality and of our own as God's creatures. 
Whatever dwells in our hearts that keeps us from hearing the harmony of all life in 

God's care, God will not give up on loving us into restoration. We can see that God has 
promised not to destroy everything and start over, and we already know the path  

God has chosen to restore us to life. It is not the war bow. 
 It is through his Son, the Cross, and the Empty Tomb. 

 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP             
God of Adam,  
God of Eve, 
we remember with gratitude your covenant. 

You have given us a foundation that gives our lives certainty  
and gives us peace.  
Through the gift of your Son,  
you freed us from sin and death. 

   Sin brings so much pain, 
   destruction 
   and confusion into our world.  

Help us to turn away from sin  
and turn towards life in you. Amen.  

 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #260, insert)................................................................................... 
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”  

 

 

 

 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1222


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study 

 Covenant 

 This is the first covenant found in the Hebrew Bible 
 - Covenant of the bow 
 - Covenant with Abram 
 - Covenant of the Law 
  - Story of the bronze snake (bizarre) 
 - Jeremiah’s New Covenant 
 - Isaiah’s suffering servant 

 Act of covenant initiated by God. 

 All of creation included in the covenant - “every living being with you” (Gen 
9:9) 
 The people are given the same command they were given at creation 
(Genesis 1:28), to “be fruitful and multiply. Populate the earth and multiply in 
it.” 

 God’s bow 

 The bow is a weapon, as in “bow and arrow,” 
 When God hangs up the bow, he is disarming himself.  

 Reminder of the hanging bow is a reminder to God that he will not lift up 
such violence again. It is a reminder that God’s way of “doing business” will 
forever be different. 
 Rainbow exists as a reminder that God has changed.  
 Just as all action of the covenant is initiated by God, all promises in the  
future are God’s alone. There is no action required by people, there is only a 
promise that God’s way of dealing with creation will never include destruc-
tion again. 

 Remember/Forget 
 Bad things happen when God and the people forget. 

 Reminders run throughout Hebrew Bible. People are told to “Remember 
what God has done.” God is told to “Remember the promises.” 
 Whenever people forget, they risk God’s judgment and anger. 
 Petitions in Psalms for God to remember include 9:12, 13:1 25:6-7, 42:9, 18
-23, 77:9, 98:3, 106:4, 45. (Walter Brueggemann,Texts for Preaching, Year 
B p. 193) 

 Divine regret. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Theological interpretation 

 Classical interpretation: Adam’s disobedience (by taking from the tree) 
invited sin and evil into the world and condemns humanity to death. This is 
countered by Christ’s obedience and sacrifice (by offering himself upon the 
“tree”) redeems us and allows us to once again live in full relationship with 
God 

 The original sin of Adam in cleansed in the baptismal waters as 
we participate in the life, death and resurrection of Christ.  

 why is there evil in the world? 
 Sin, evil and even death are introduced into the world by human-
ity’s free will choosing not-God. 
 Jesus shows us the way to choose God (even unto death on the 
cross) 
 We are condemned and redeemed by the choices we make  

 Important things to remember 

 Sin is NEVER mentioned in this story 
 Satan and the devil are never mentioned 

 What is the consequence of humanity’s disobedience? Fear and shame -   
both unnatural in the garden 
 365 times the Bible says these three famous words – “do not fear” 
 No need to feel shame 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S :  
Humanity’s disobedience leads to fear and shame (either self imposed or imposed 
upon us by others). Perhaps the kingdom of God is moving toward a place where 
none feel fear or shame again. 

 

Bible Study on Genesis 6-9 Covenant with Noah 
 

Initial Thoughts 
 The worldwide flood is one of the most common stories in ancient history. That 
so many cultures tell a story of a worldwide flood has led some to consider  
theories for how such a thing may have actually occurred.  

 End of a familiar story that is probably less familiar than people think.  

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
 

SCRIPTURE Genesis 1: 26-31 and Genesis 6: 9-19                     Common English Bible 
 

26 Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image to resemble us so that they 
may take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the earth, 
and all the crawling things on earth.” 
 

  27 God created humanity in God’s own image, in the divine image God created   
them, male and female God created them. 

 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and  
master it. Take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, and everything  
crawling on the ground.” 29 Then God said, “I now give to you all the plants on the 
earth that yield seeds and all the trees whose fruit produces its seeds within it. These 
will be your food. 30 To all wildlife, to all the birds in the sky, and to everything  
crawling on the ground—to everything that breathes—I give all the green grasses for 
food.” And that’s what happened. 31 God saw everything he had made: it was  
supremely good. There was evening and there was morning: the sixth day 
 

Genesis 6: 9-19 
9 These are Noah’s descendants. In his generation, Noah was a moral and exemplary 
man; he walked with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11 In 
God’s sight, the earth had become corrupt and was filled with violence. 12 God saw 
that the earth was corrupt, because all creatures behaved corruptly on the earth. 
 

13 God said to Noah, “The end has come for all creatures, since they have filled the 
earth with violence. I am now about to destroy them along with the earth, 14 so make 
a wooden ark. Make the ark with nesting places and cover it inside and out with 
tar. 15 This is how you should make it: four hundred fifty feet long, seventy-five feet 
wide, and forty-five feet high. 16 Make a roof for the ark and complete it one foot 
from the top. Put a door in its side. In the hold below, make the second and third 
decks. 
 

17 “I am now bringing the floodwaters over the earth to destroy everything under the 
sky that breathes. Everything on earth is about to take its last breath. 18 But I will set 
up my covenant with you. You will go into the ark together with your sons, your wife, 
and your sons’ wives. 19 From all living things—from all creatures—you are to bring a 
pair, male and female, into the ark with you to keep them alive. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 God offered incredible - but not boundless - freedom 

 Breaking the relationship 
 Trust, Obedience and Intimacy with God are broken and  devolve into 
distrust (3:5), disobedience and temptation (3:6) and finally a broken re-
lationship and estrangement between humanity and God and humanity 
with itself. 

 Good and Evil 
 To know Good and Evil is not about ethical discernment or rational 
choice, but rather “the desire to make ourselves the arbiters of good and 
evil, assuming for ourselves the role of God.” Allen Mcsween Jr, Feasting 
on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary - Feasting on the 
Word – Year A, Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide.  
 Humanity falls to temptation and immediately begins to justify the 
choice: 

 She touches the tree and doesn’t die (3:2-3, although Eve adds 
this, God doesn’t claim touching the tree will kill them- the first mis-
translation) 
 “good” , “a delight”, “to be desired to make one wise” (3:6) - all 
seemingly good reasons to eat the fruit 

 Arbitrary rules? 
 Seems like it to the child, but not to the parent 
 God grants us freedom within boundaries - the boundaries are 
not there for God’s well-being but for ours 

 You may eat anything but not the chemicals under the sink 
 You may play anywhere, but not in the middle of the street 

 God’s torah, law and will are there for our benefit and the bene-
fit of creation 
 Does God lie? No, but… 

 Humanity did not die the day they ate from the tree (2:17)  
 The consequences of their actions introduces death, pain 
and suffering into the world 
 God threatens but chooses not to kill humanity 

 

http://amzn.to/2lEh0fQ
http://amzn.to/2lEh0fQ
http://amzn.to/2lEh0fQ


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Noah Gathering with His Family and the Animals before the Flood 
Oil on canvas Created by Lambert de Hondt circa 1665 

Public Domain 
 

Bible Study on Creation and the Fall 
 

G E N E S I S  2 : 4 B - 7 ,  1 5 - 1 7 ;  3 : 1 - 8   
I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
Original Sin = prevailing theology that we are sinful and salvation can only come 
from above 
B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Background 

 Part of the older story of creation (Genesis 2 predates Genesis 1) - J or 
Yahwist 
 “Eden” means “delight”, “luxury” or “dainty” 

 The earth creature (ha adam) is placed in the garden to help God “till” (to 
serve and keep the garden) 
 Tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil 
 Unknown exactly what it symbolizes- few parallels in ancient literature 

*HYMN (Glory to God #455)……………...…………………………………...………….……..…..……....... 
“Listen to the Word that God Has Spoken”  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=genesis+2%3A4-7%2C+15-17%3B+3%3A1-8&t=ceb&t2=nrs


MESSAGE....................................................................……............ Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Born of Adam, Born of Eve, with the Flood Waters Washing Over Us” 

 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION         Rev. Mary Runyon 
 We want to extend a warm welcome this morning to Rev. Mary Runyon, the new 

campus minister at the GSW Pres House. Welcome! Our special offering this morning 
will go to support Campus Ministry in the Flint River Presbytery.  

 
 

OFFERTORY  
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

ORDINATION/INSTALLATION OF TIM COLLINS, CARRIE HAWKINS AND  
SHARON MCFARLAND 
 

 CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS AND ANOINTING  
 

 QUESTIONS FOR THE CONGREGATION 
Clerk of Session asks: Do we, the members of the church, accept Tom Collins, 
Carrie Hawkins and Sharon McFarland as elders, chosen by God through the 
voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? 
 

The congregation responds: We do. 
 

 DECLARATION OF ORDINATION  
 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God #450, insert)................................................................................. 
“Be Thou My Vision”  

 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…..…..…….……...................................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 

 

 

 

People we meet in Chapter 1 of The Story 
Abel ~ Son of Adam and Eve; younger brother of Cain; a shepherd and devoted wor-
shiper of the Lord; killed by his brother; name means “vanity, breath, vapor” 
Adam ~ First man, made from earth; husband of Eve; like Eve, made in God’s image; 
tragically disobeyed God’s prohibition and affected all of human history; name can 
mean “man” and is closely related to the Hebrew word for “ground” (adamah). 
Cain ~ Son of Adam and Eve; older brother and murdered of Abel; name sounds like 
the Hebrew for “gotten,” conveying the sense of optimism Eve held for his life. 
Eve ~ First woman, made from man; wife of Adam; tempted by the serpent, diso-
beyed God’s command; name means “living.” 
God ~ Creator of all things and central character of The Story; God’s glory is shown 
through God’s creation. 
Noah ~ Descendant of Adam and Eve; a “righteous man, blameless among the people 
of his time”; commanded to build a great boat to save himself and his family from the 
flood God sent to wipe out everything having “the breath of life”; name sounds like 
“rest” in Hebrew. 
Shem, Ham, Japheth ~ Noah’s 3 sons; called to help to “increase in number and fill the 
earth” after the flood. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2021 Presbytery Wide Mission Event 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus 

Sunday, October 3rd 

2:00 p.m. 
 

Join other Presbyterian Churches in the Flint River Presbytery on Sunday, 
October 3rd @ 2:00 p.m. in historic downtown Americus to pack food for 
the hungry. We will be wearing casual clothing, fashionable hairnets and 
smiles as we work together to pack 10,000 bags of food. Let us know you 
are coming, so we can save a spot for you! Make a hands-on impact on 
hunger by packaging nutritious meals that will change lives for decades 

to come! 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

125 South Jackson Street, Americus, Georgia 31709  

229.924.2162 

 

 

 

 


