
 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     
Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       

Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 
MEMBERS REMEMBERED  

Earl and Beth Williams 
Amelia Bibler 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Carol Rainey, beloved sister to Joy Thompson, died peacefully at the  

Willson Hospice House in Albany, Georgia on Monday, September 13th.  
The family is planning a  family graveside service.  

Thank you for your prayers for Joy and her entire family.  
Joy Thompson  

1570 Cemetery Road  
Bronwood, GA 39826  
(662) 801-6153 cell  

joyraineythompson@yahoo.com 
- Please pray for Rick and Lillie Thurman, who are recovering from Covid 

 

- Our Brothers and Sisters in Americus affected by the tornado in Americus 
- 20th Anniversary of 9/11 

- Afghanistan 
- Earthquake in Haiti 

- Gene Hartsfield, friend of Pat Hill’s has Hodgkin's disease 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you 

may be a Facebook friend)  Spoken Worldwide.  
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 
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Chapter 2 of The Story 

God Builds a Nation 
 

God had promised Sarah and Abraham a son, and when he was born, he was named 
Laughter—a child born in their old age. However, God tested Abraham, requiring him 

to take Isaac, his only son, up the mountain as a sacrifice for God. The words of  
scripture tell us that because Abraham didn’t hold back even his only Son, God was 

pleased, and stopped Abraham, providing a ram instead. However, there is more to the 
story. In ancient Israel, there were other gods of other peoples that required child  

sacrifice. This story may have been used to teach how God would never require someone 
to sacrifice their children, that God is the one who rescues us from the ways of this 

world that require unspeakable sacrifices to gain divine or worldly favor. In Christian 
tradition, this story is sometimes seen as a precursor to Jesus’ sacrifice, that God does 

not require us to sacrifice because of Jesus, the sacrifice that ends all sacrifice. 
 



 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2021 (rotating off)  Class of 2022              Class of 2023    Class of 2024 

Russ Childers                          Jim Buffaloe                Meda Krenson   Tom Collins 

Emily Collins                           Cynthia Richmond     Sharon Parks   Carrie Hawkins 

Darryl Hawkins (clerk)           Earl Williams              Joy Thompson   Sharon McFarland 
 

- UPDATE LAKE BLACKSHEAR LAND = Amazing news! The land our congregation co-owns with 
GSW at Lake Blackshear (we have a 45% share, GSW has a 55% share) has finally 
sold! Hallelujah! The closing date will be around the end of September 2021.  
- MINI-RETREAT! - Saturday, September 25 - FREE Mini-Retreat hosted by Glenda  
Hollingshead, "A Mystic for Today: Hildegard of Bingen" 10am - 12:30pm, via Zoom. Email  
Elizabeth Cantrell at: ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org to register.   
- KERSTIN CHERRBBONEAU VACATION DAY, Saturday, September 25th 
- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, September 28th 6:00 PM 

- Our Flint River Presbytery OFFICE SALE is scheduled for Saturday, October 
2nd beginning at 10am.  PLEASE invite everyone you know to take advantage of 
thoughtful pricing on office furniture, kitchen supplies, office supplies, and LOTS of 
crafting supplies like paper, crayons, markers, even bead kits, and lots of beads! If you 
have a Youth or Young Adult Group, or are a teacher in a local school system, you 
NEED to come to this sale!  We have lots of board games, colored papers, and out-
door games, too. Prices are low (and all monies will be donated to one of our causes - 
to be determined this week by our Advisory Board.)   
-RISE AGAINST HUNGER = On Sunday, October 3rd our congregation is hosting the Presbytery
-wide mission event, Rise Against Hunger. Can you plan to be there? If yes, come to church in 
casual clothes that day (perhaps a Presbyterian T-shirt?) and stay after church for a BBQ 
lunch. Bobby Harris has offered to make his famous BBQ and Brunswick stew for the church. 
Following lunch we will unload the truck of food and set everything up. At 2:00pm other  
Presbyterian churches and organizations will join us in packing over 10,000 bags of food! It is 
an incredible event and we hope you can participate! 
- OCTOBER PRESBYTERY MEETING - Saturday, October 16th at 10am - Final Presbytery 
Meeting of the Year at the Flint River Presbytery Office in Albany (826 Liberty Expressway SE, 
Albany, GA).   
- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE - on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 2:00 pm a 
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley  
Gatewood.  
-EMPTY BOWLS - Saturday, November 6th from 11am—2pm our church will host in our  
fellowship hall the Sumter Arts Council/ GSW Arts Department Empty Bowls to raise money 
for Harvest for Hope 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/
mailto:ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org


 

 

 

 

 This is a story to explain the shift from human sacrifice to animal sacrifice 

 Carol Dempsey - connections between Isaac and Jesus 
 Clement of Alexandria made this connection and views Jesus as the new 
Isaac, but one whose sacrifice was carried through 

 both were “only sons” 
 Both carried the wood of their sacrifice (Isaac the firewood and Jesus 
the cross) 
 Theological focus is not on the death but on the resulting life: Isaac is 
spared, Jesus is raised 
 Ignores the historical context of sacrifice as well as the life and minis-
try of Jesus 

 Hebrews 11:17-19 - Abraham believed God could raise the dead 

 Obedience 
 Kierkegaard - three stages of faith development 

 Aesthetic - what feels good to me 
 Ethic - what is good for the community 
 Religious - what is good 
 Abraham has ascended to a higher level of faith 

 Faith 

 Are we willing to truth God  and place our future and our children’s future 
in God’s hands? How? 
 Many love the tune “Here I am Lord” when it calls us to go to seminary or 
help at a food pantry or be born again - but what about when God calls you 
to kill your child...that verse must have been left out of the song.  
 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 God does not demand child sacrifice 

 God does demand total devotion 
 What is total devotion to God? Love, grace and trust in God’s providence 
What are we willing to sacrifice for God? 

 
 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

Sunday, September 19, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
 
 

God demands total devotion 
Two thousand years after Abraham walked the earth, one of his descendants would write 

a letter reminding the first followers of Jesus that faith without works is dead (James 
2:17). As he wrote those words, James was no doubt thinking of his ancestor Abraham.  
Although Abraham’s faith could sometimes waver, we nevertheless see that Abraham 
had a persistent confidence that God would never break his promise, coupled with a  

willingness to obey God’s command to him. The author of Hebrews tells us that  
Abraham obeyed God’s command to sacrifice his son Isaac because he was confident that 

God could raise the dead. Abraham believed God’s promise that through Isaac the  
covenant promises would be established. Abraham knew that regardless of what God 

was asking him to do, he would be faithful to keep his promises. 
 And so he obeyed God in faith. 

 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP             

God of promises fulfilled,  

we gather as descendants of Abraham;  

we stand before you  

as faithful testimony to your covenant;  

we assemble as living proof  

that your love for humanity  

knows no limits.  

When we feel overwhelmed  

by the stresses of daily life,  

we need only look at the stars in the sky  

to remember your abiding faithfulness.  

In you we find our light, our strength, and our salvation.  

Amen. 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #385, insert)................................................................................... 
“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Parallels to Hagar and Ishmael 

 From verse 11 notes from The Hebrew Bible, by Robert Alter: “This is 
nearly identical with the calling-out to Hagar in 21:17. In fact, a whole con-
figuration of parallels between the two stories is invoked. Each of Abra-
ham’s sons is threatened with death in the wilderness, one in the presence 
of his mother, the other in the presence (and by the hand) of his father. In 
each case the angel intervenes at the critical moment, referring to the son 
fondly as ma’ar “lad.” At the center of the story, Abraham’s hand holds the 
knife, Hagar is enjoined to “hold her hand” (the literal meaning of the He-
brew) on the lad. In the end, each of the sons is promised to become pro-
genitor of a great people, the threat to Abraham’s continuity having been 
averted.” (The Hebrew Bible, p 73) 

 Testing 
 v. 1 - Abraham is being tested 

 ancient and modern literature contains themes of testing:  
 Harry Potter and the Goblet of fire 
 Luke Skywalker in the Dagobah cave 
 Story of Job and Jonah 
 Labors of Hercules 
 Oedipus and the Sphinx 
 About any Disney movie 

 How do we address issues of God testing us? 
 What does it mean to be tested by God and is this spiritually helpful 
or damaging? 
 “Now I know” - God has risked everything on Abraham and needs 
to know he is faithful 
 God does not know what Abraham will do 

 Sacrifice 

 Child sacrifice was part of other Ancient Near East traditions. Other 
Gods require child sacrifice- YAHWEH does not (see Lev. 18:20 and 20:2-5, 
Jer. 7:30-34, Ezekiel 20:31)  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Abraham and Isaac 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.margaretadamsparker.com 

“And Abraham stretched forth his hand” woodcut by Margaret “Peggy” Adams Parker 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  
 

 Abraham will be the father of nations whose descendants will outnumber the 
stars 
 Doesn’t have a baby (with Sarah) until very late in life 

 The name Isaac means “to laugh” 
 in response to the unexpected joy of childbirth 

 in response to Sarah’s doubting the “messengers” of God 
 The second son Abraham will sacrifice - and God will provide for 

Kathryn Schifferdecker “There is a Yiddish folk tale that goes something like  
this: Why did God not send an angel to tell Abraham to sacrifice Isaac? Because 
God knew that no angel would take on such a task. Instead, the angels said, "If 
you want to command death, do it yourself.” 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
 

SCRIPTURE  
Genesis 15: 1-6        God’s covenant with Abram          Common English Bible  
 

1 After these events, the Lord’s word came to Abram in a vision, “Don’t be afraid, 
Abram. I am your protector. Your reward will be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “Lord 
God, what can you possibly give me, since I still have no children? The head of my 
household is Eliezer, a man from Damascus.” 3 He continued, “Since you haven’t given 
me any children, the head of my household will be my heir.” 4 The Lord’s word came 
immediately to him, “This man will not be your heir. Your heir will definitely be your 
very own biological child.” 5 Then he brought Abram outside and said, “Look up at the 
sky and count the stars if you think you can count them.” He continued, “This is how 
many children you will have.” 6 Abram trusted the Lord, and the Lord recognized 
Abram’s high moral character. 
 
Genesis 22: 1-2, 9-14                       Binding of Isaac           Common English Bible  
 

22 After these events, God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 
Abraham answered, “Here I am.” 2 God said, “Take your son, your only son whom you 
love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah. Offer him up as an entirely burned offering 
there on one of the mountains that I will show you.” 
 
 9 They arrived at the place God had described to him. Abraham built an altar there 
and arranged the wood on it. He tied up his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top 
of the wood. 10 Then Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his 
son as a sacrifice. 11 But the Lord’s messenger called out to Abraham from heaven, 
“Abraham? Abraham?” Abraham said, “Here I am.” 
12 The messenger said, “Don’t stretch out your hand against the young man, and 
don’t do anything to him. I now know that you revere God and didn’t hold back your 
son, your only son, from me.” 13 Abraham looked up and saw a single ram caught by 
its horns in the dense underbrush. Abraham went over, took the ram, and offered it as 
an entirely burned offering instead of his son. 14 Abraham named that place “the Lord 
sees.” That is the reason people today say, “On this mountain the Lord is seen.” 
 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.margaretadamsparker.com
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2138
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2138


*HYMN (Glory to God #455)……………...…………………………………...………….……..…..……....... 
“Listen to the Word that God Has Spoken”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Presbytery Wide Mission Event 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus 

Sunday, October 3rd 

2:00 p.m. 
 

Join other Presbyterian Churches in the Flint River Presbytery on Sunday, 
October 3rd @ 2:00 p.m. in historic downtown Americus to pack food for 
the hungry. We will be wearing casual clothing, fashionable hairnets and 
smiles as we work together to pack 10,000 bags of food. Let us know you 
are coming, so we can save a spot for you! Make a hands-on impact on 
hunger by packaging nutritious meals that will change lives for decades 

to come! 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
125 South Jackson Street, Americus, Georgia 31709  

229.924.2162 
www.americuspresbyterian.org 

http://www.americuspresbyterian.org


 

 

 

 

MESSAGE....................................................................……............ Pastor Sommer Bower 
“To Not Hold Back” 

 
 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God #69, insert)................................................................................... 
“Here I am Lord”  

 
 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…..…..…….……...................................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 

 

 

 


