
 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     
Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       

Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 
MEMBERS REMEMBERED  

Revs. Josh and Sommer Bower; Cade and Dianna  
Bob and B.J. Bryan  

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Carol Rainey, beloved sister to Joy Thompson, died peacefully at the  

Willson Hospice House in Albany, Georgia on Monday, September 13th.  
The family is planning a  family graveside service.  

Thank you for your prayers for Joy and her entire family.  
Joy Thompson  

1570 Cemetery Road  
Bronwood, GA 39826  
(662) 801-6153 cell  

joyraineythompson@yahoo.com 
- Please pray for Rick and Lillie Thurman, who are recovering from Covid 

 

- Our Brothers and Sisters in Americus affected by the tornado in Americus 
- 20th Anniversary of 9/11 

- Afghanistan 
- Earthquake in Haiti 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 

-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you 
may be a Facebook friend)  Spoken Worldwide.  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3 of The Story 

Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Reveals Himself to his Brothers, by Gustave Doré, 1866 
 

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the 
place of God? You intended to harm me, but God  

intended it for good to accomplish what is now being 
done, the saving of many lives. So then, don’t be afraid. 

 I will provide for you and your children.” 
 And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 



Sunday, September 26, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
 
 

Abraham’s family…and the never ending drama 
When we think of our own family we are often embarrassed. But, when we look at  

Joseph’s family we are reminded that family strife is not just relegated to the 
21st century. When we read about the drama that existed with Abraham’s 

 grandchildren, we are shocked that they are the foundational family from which the 
twelve tribes of Israel will come. They fight, they lie, they deceive one another (parents 
included!), and they often threaten to kill one another. Southern Living never would 

have done an article on this family. And yet all of the family’s pain and struggles helped 
them to see God. Their hardest, darkest times helped God to capture their hearts and 

shape their lives.  

 

Thank you, God, for the hard times that have shaped OUR character and driven  
US closer to you. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP             
Give thanks to the Lord! 

Sing praise to God’s name! 
The Lord has done wonderful things for us! 

The Lord has heaped blessing upon blessing in our lives! 
Come, sing, shout, and give thanks to God. 

In all our ways, we will continually thank God forever. 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God #451, insert)................................................................................... 
“Open My Eyes, That I May See”  

 
 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2021 (rotating off)  Class of 2022              Class of 2023    Class of 2024 

Russ Childers                          Jim Buffaloe                Meda Krenson   Tom Collins 

Emily Collins                           Cynthia Richmond     Sharon Parks   Carrie Hawkins 

Darryl Hawkins (clerk)           Earl Williams              Joy Thompson   Sharon McFarland 
 

- UPDATE LAKE BLACKSHEAR LAND = Amazing news! The land our congregation co-owns with 
GSW at Lake Blackshear (we have a 45% share, GSW has a 55% share) has finally 
sold! Hallelujah! The closing date will be around the end of September 2021.  
- MINI-RETREAT! - Saturday, September 25 - FREE Mini-Retreat hosted by Glenda  
Hollingshead, "A Mystic for Today: Hildegard of Bingen" 10am - 12:30pm, via Zoom. Email  
Elizabeth Cantrell at: ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org to register.   
- KERSTIN CHERRBBONEAU VACATION DAY, Saturday, September 25th 
- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, September 28th 6:00 PM 

- Our Flint River Presbytery OFFICE SALE is scheduled for Saturday, October 
2nd beginning at 10am.  PLEASE invite everyone you know to take advantage of 
thoughtful pricing on office furniture, kitchen supplies, office supplies, and LOTS of 
crafting supplies like paper, crayons, markers, even bead kits, and lots of beads! If you 
have a Youth or Young Adult Group, or are a teacher in a local school system, you 
NEED to come to this sale!  We have lots of board games, colored papers, and out-
door games, too. Prices are low (and all monies will be donated to one of our causes - 
to be determined this week by our Advisory Board.)   
-RISE AGAINST HUNGER = On Sunday, October 3rd our congregation is hosting the Presbytery
-wide mission event, Rise Against Hunger. Can you plan to be there? If yes, come to church in 
casual clothes that day (perhaps a Presbyterian T-shirt?) and stay after church for a BBQ 
lunch. Bobby Harris has offered to make his famous BBQ and Brunswick stew for the church. 
Following lunch we will unload the truck of food and set everything up. At 2:00pm other  
Presbyterian churches and organizations will join us in packing over 10,000 bags of food! It is 
an incredible event and we hope you can participate! 
- OCTOBER PRESBYTERY MEETING - Saturday, October 16th at 10am - Final Presbytery 
Meeting of the Year at the Flint River Presbytery Office in Albany (826 Liberty Expressway SE, 
Albany, GA).   
- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE - on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 2:00 pm a 
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley  
Gatewood.  
-EMPTY BOWLS - Saturday, November 6th from 11am—2pm our church will host in our  
fellowship hall the Sumter Arts Council/ GSW Arts Department Empty Bowls to raise money 
for Harvest for Hope 
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2021 Presbytery Wide Mission Event 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus 

Sunday, October 3rd 

2:00 p.m. 
 

Join other Presbyterian Churches in the Flint River Presbytery on Sunday, 
October 3rd @ 2:00 p.m. in historic downtown Americus to pack food for 
the hungry. We will be wearing casual clothing, fashionable hairnets and 
smiles as we work together to pack 10,000 bags of food. Let us know you 
are coming, so we can save a spot for you! Make a hands-on impact on 
hunger by packaging nutritious meals that will change lives for decades 

to come! 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
125 South Jackson Street, Americus, Georgia 31709  

229.924.2162 
www.americuspresbyterian.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americuspresbyterian.org


PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
 

SCRIPTURE Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 and Genesis 45:1-15            Common English Bible 

Joseph dreams of power 
37 Jacob lived in the land of Canaan where his father was an immigrant. 2 This is the 
account of Jacob’s descendants. Joseph was 17 years old and tended the flock with his 
brothers. While he was helping the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives,  
Joseph told their father unflattering things about them. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph 
more than any of his other sons because he was born when Jacob was old. Jacob had 
made for him a long robe. 4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more 
than any of his brothers, they hated him and couldn’t even talk nicely to him. 

 

Genesis  12-28 
Joseph’s brothers take revenge 
12 Joseph’s brothers went to tend their father’s flocks near Shechem. 13 Israel said to 
Joseph, “Aren’t your brothers tending the sheep near Shechem? Come, I’ll send you to 
them.” And he said, “I’m ready.”14 Jacob said to him, “Go! Find out how your  
brothers are and how the flock is, and report back to me.” So Jacob sent him from the  
Hebron Valley. When he approached Shechem, 15 a man found him wandering in the 
field and asked him, “What are you looking for?” 16 Joseph said, “I’m looking for my 
brothers. Tell me, where are they tending the sheep?” 17 The man said, “They left 
here. I heard them saying, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and 
found them in Dothan. 18 They saw Joseph in the distance before he got close to 
them, and they plotted to kill him. 19 The brothers said to each other, “Here comes 
the big dreamer. 20 Come on now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of the 
cisterns, and we’ll say a wild animal devoured him. Then we will see what becomes of 
his dreams!” 
21 When Reuben heard what they said, he saved him from them, telling them, “Let’s 
not take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Don’t spill his blood! Throw him into this 
desert cistern, but don’t lay a hand on him.” He intended to save Joseph from them 
and take him back to his father. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph’s brothers take revenge 
 
12 Joseph’s brothers went to tend their father’s flocks near Shechem. 13 Israel said 
to Joseph, “Aren’t your brothers tending the sheep near Shechem? Come, I’ll send 
you to them.” 

And he said, “I’m ready.” 

14 Jacob said to him, “Go! Find out how your brothers are and how the flock is, and 
report back to me.” 

So Jacob sent him from the Hebron Valley. When he approached Shechem, 15 a man 
found him wandering in the field and asked him, “What are you looking for?” 

16 Joseph said, “I’m looking for my brothers. Tell me, where are they tending the 
sheep?” 

17 The man said, “They left here. I heard them saying, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” So  
Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan. 
 

18 They saw Joseph in the distance before he got close to them, and they plotted to 
kill him. 19 The brothers said to each other, “Here comes the big dreamer. 20 Come 
on now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of the cisterns, and we’ll say a wild ani-
mal devoured him. Then we will see what becomes of his dreams!” 

21 When Reuben heard what they said, he saved him from them, telling them, “Let’s 
not take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Don’t spill his blood! Throw him into this 
desert cistern, but don’t lay a hand on him.” He intended to save Joseph from them 
and take him back to his father. 

23 When Joseph reached his brothers, they stripped off Joseph’s long robe, 24 took 
him, and threw him into the cistern, an empty cistern with no water in it. 25 When 
they sat down to eat, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead, with camels carrying sweet resin, medicinal resin, and fragrant resin on their 
way down to Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain if we kill our 
brother and hide his blood? 27 Come on, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites. Let’s not 
harm him because he’s our brother; he’s family.” His brothers agreed. 28 When 
some Midianite traders passed by, they pulled Joseph up out of the cistern. They sold 
him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver, and they brought Joseph to Egypt. 

 



 
 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

 

 

 

 

 “The book that began with an image of God’s breath moving across the 
vast expanses of the primordial deep to bring the world and all life into be-
ing ends with this image of a body in a box, a mummy in a coffin… Out of the 
contraction of this moment of mortuary enclosure, a new expansion, and 
new births, will follow. Exodus begins with a proliferation of births, a point-
ed repetition of the primeval blessing to be fruitful and multiply, and just as 
the survival of the Flood was represented as a second creation, the leader 
who is to forge the creation of the nation will be borne on the water in a 
little box - not the coffin of the end of Genesis, but ‘the ark’ that keeps Noah 
and his seed alive.” (Genesis 50:19-21, The Hebrew Bible, Robert Alter, p. 
201) 
 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 
 A message of hope- contrary to all human will and actions- faith hope and love 
win. Contrary to all outside perceptions- Sarah can’t conceive, Isaac will be sacri-
ficed, Esau wants to kill Jacob, Jacob is stuck away from the promised land, Joseph 
is sold into slavery, - God is working within all things and lovingly calling creation to 
a eschatological kingdom of justice and peace. 
 The 12 brothers represent the 12 tribes of Israel. The 11 “bad brothers” will not 
be punished for their misdeeds or cast out of the circle of blessing  
God’s will.  What is the difference between God working through sinful people and 
sinful events, and God using sinful events to achieve good? Is it too subtle of a 
difference?  Is there anything redeemable about a God that will allow slavery so 
that a family can have a happy ending?  What about a God that can work even 
through something as awful as slavery to bring about forgiveness, reconciliation, 
and grace? 
 

 

 

 

 

23 When Joseph reached his brothers, they stripped off Joseph’s long robe, 24 took 
him, and threw him into the cistern, an empty cistern with no water in it. 25 When 
they sat down to eat, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead, with camels carrying sweet resin, medicinal resin, and fragrant resin on their 
way down to Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain if we kill our 
brother and hide his blood? 27 Come on, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites. Let’s not 
harm him because he’s our brother; he’s family.” His brothers agreed. 28 When some 
Midianite traders passed by, they pulled Joseph up out of the cistern. They sold him 
to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver, and they brought Joseph to Egypt. 
 

Genesis 45:1-15 
Joseph reveals his identity 
45 Joseph could no longer control himself in front of all his attendants, so he  
declared, “Everyone, leave now!” So no one stayed with him when he revealed his 
identity to his brothers. 2 He wept so loudly that the Egyptians and Pharaoh’s  
household heard him. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I’m Joseph! Is my father really 
still alive?” His brothers couldn’t respond because they were terrified before him. 
4 Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me,” and they moved closer. He said, 
“I’m your brother Joseph! The one you sold to Egypt. 5 Now, don’t be upset and 
don’t be angry with yourselves that you sold me here. Actually, God sent me before 
you to save lives. 6 We’ve already had two years of famine in the land, and there are 
five years left without planting or harvesting. 7 God sent me before you to make sure 
you’d survive and to rescue your lives in this amazing way. 8 You didn’t send me 
here; it was God who made me a father to Pharaoh, master of his entire household, 
and ruler of the whole land of Egypt. 
9 “Hurry! Go back to your father. Tell him this is what your son Joseph says: ‘God has 
made me master of all of Egypt. Come down to me. Don’t delay. 10 You may live in 
the land of Goshen, so you will be near me, your children, your grandchildren, your 
flocks, your herds, and everyone with you. 11 I will support you there, so you, your 
household, and everyone with you won’t starve, since the famine will still last five 
years.’ 12 You and my brother Benjamin have seen with your own eyes that I’m 
speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about my power in Egypt and about everything 
you’ve seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 He threw his arms around his 
brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his shoulder. 15 He kissed 
all of his brothers and wept, embracing them. After that, his brothers were finally 
able to talk to him. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

https://amzn.to/30YYK5G


*HYMN (Glory to God #466)……………...…………………………………...………….……..…..……....... 
“Come and Fill Our Hearts”  

 

 

 

 

 

 Story of forgiveness is powerful, but might gloss over a troubling aspect of the 
story, that is - Human trafficking was used by God as a means to justify an end.  

 God’s use of slavery in the story has been used to justify real slave 
trafficking in history - and still. Obviously this is a huge misuse of the biblical 
story 
“The claim of verse 8, ‘it was not you who sent me here but God’ should 
perhaps be understood in this story as Joseph's perception of his circum-
stances and not as a broader religious sanction of slavery, human trafficking 
or any other social ill over which an individual triumphs. Joseph does what 
so many people do, which is try to make sense out of what he has experi-
enced by drawing on his own limited understanding of God.” (Wil Gafney, 
Working Preacher). 
The Suffering of God, by Terrence Freitheim 
 “The grief of God is as constant as the people’s sin.  This divine grief mani-
fests itself in a variety of ways in the life of the people, as God in many and 
various ways seeks to bring the wayward sons and daughters back home 
again.” (p. 111). 
 God suffers through human frailty, but still works through the frailty.   God 
is not omnipotent - controlling and willing all action.  God’s love is omni-
present - working, yearning, compelling people to orient themselves toward 
God, toward love. 

 The end is important, for the scars never truly heal - looking ahead to the 
passover story 

 After the death of Jacob, they go back to Canaan to bury him  

 Upon return, the brothers fear that finally Joseph will get his revenge.  
 “‘Fear not, for am I instead of God? While you meant evil toward me, God 
meant it for good, so as to bring about at this very time keeping many peo-
ple alive. And so fear not. I will sustain you and your little ones. ’ And he 
comforted them and spoke to their hearts.” (Genesis 50:19-21, The Hebrew 
Bible, Robert Alter, p. 201) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1026
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1026
http://amzn.to/2v4aGTe
http://amzn.to/2v4aGTe
https://amzn.to/30YYK5G
https://amzn.to/30YYK5G


“African Americans have sought to reconcile their enslavement with a  
vision of a benevolent deity. When asked to reflect on the reason for the  
passion of Africans in the Americas, late-nineteenth-century Ethiopianists 
often mirrored Joseph’s response that it was God’s will… the conclusion is 
that through our collective sufferings, God had blessings in store for all  
humanity, including those very brothers who ‘sold us out’ in the most literal 
of senses.” (p. 78) 
 “At the end of the day, their suffering will serve a higher purpose in a 
plan they are at a loss to explain. In this regard, the Joseph novella provides 
the basis of a theology of hope for those desperately groping for God ’s 
hand in the midst of the overwhelming darkness of human inhumanity.” 
(p. 78) 

 John Wesley sees this story as analogous to a sinner coming to Christ.   Joseph is 
put into God’s place, joyful for the reunion despite the misdeeds of the brothers.  

“These were tears of tenderness and strong affection, and with these he 
threw off that austerity, with which he had hitherto carried himself towards 
his brethren; for he could bear it no longer. This represents the Divine  
compassion towards returning penitents, as much as that of the father of the 
prodigal” (Wesley’s Notes on the Bible) 

“Now Joseph having forgiven them all, lays this obligation upon them, not to 
upbraid one another. This charge our Lord Jesus has given to us, that we love 
one another, that we live in peace, that whatever occurs, or whatever former 
occurrences are remembered, we fall not out. For, 

1.We are brethren, we have all one father. 
2.We are his brethren; and we shame, our relation to him, who is 

our peace, if we fall out. 
3.We are all guilty, verily guilty, and instead of quarrelling with one 

another, have a great deal of reason to fall out with ourselves.  
4.We are forgiven of God, whom we have all offended, and therefore 

should be ready to forgive one another. 
5.We are by the way, a way that lies through the land of Egypt, 

where we have many eyes upon us, that seek occasion and  
    advantage against us; a way that leads to Canaan, where we hope 

to be forever in perfect peace.” (Wesley’s Notes on the Bible) 
 We are to follow the lead of Joseph, and forgive others because we were 
first forgiven. 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE....................................................................……............ Pastor Sommer Bower 
“It’s not just our family!” 

Chapter 3 of The Story: Joseph 
 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God #465, insert)................................................................................. 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  

 
 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…..…..…….……...................................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/notes.ii.ii.xlvi.ii.html
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/notes.ii.ii.xlvi.ii.html


 

 

 

 

 At the center of God’s interactions with God’s people 

 How does being chosen manifest itself? 
 Privilege and responsibility 

 Helps to have tact...Joseph did not have any (yet) 
 While Jacob will receive his father’s blessing, he will not become a  
patriarch - God will remain the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob not  
Joseph. 

 God 
 Is never mentioned - but it does not mean that God is not present 

 Terence Fretheim, NIB: Genesis - “God works in and through even the 
worst that this family can perpetrate; in everything - even evil - God works 
for good...The reader will be tempted to fall into one ditch or another in  
interpreting this dialectic: either divine determinism where God fully  
controls events, or deism, where God must simply make do with whatever 
human action turns up and acts with no independent initiative. Neither of 
these options fully grasps the theological perspective that governs the  
story.” 
"I believe that God can and will let good come out of everything, even the 

greatest evil.... I believe that even our mistakes and shortcomings are not in 
vain and that it is no more difficult for God to deal with them than with our 
supposedly good deeds.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from  
Prison, 46. 

 From Africana Bible, Genesis article by Rodney Sadler: 
From the Color Purple, by Alice Walker “Today the people of Africa -  
having murdered or sold into slavery their strongest folks - are riddled with 
disease and sunk in spiritual physical confusion… Why did they sell us? And 
why do we still love them?” 
“Joseph’s story echoes the stories of many of our ancestors, for they 
found themselves similarly enslaved. It was their African brothers who sold 
them into slavery… Nettie’s words above to her sister about the Africana 
people among whom she was to minister provide a glimpse into the mind 
of Joseph. These are likely his own unasked questions as he would have 
pondered his own plight and struggled to make sense of his own brothers’ 
disdain that led them to sell him into slavery. Why did they sell him? Why 
does he still love them?” (p.77) 

 

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2uxEl95
http://amzn.to/2uxCGjH
http://amzn.to/2uxCGjH
https://amzn.to/2RD7LNM


 He wore an “ornamented tunic…. It is a unisex garment and a product of 
ancient haute culture… Other scholars have pointed to a fourteenth century 
BCE Egyptian fresco showing captive Canaanite noblemen adorned with tu-
nics made of longitudinal panels sewed together.” (p 139) 

 Joseph and Jacob 
 Both dreamers 

 Both have “brother issues” 
 Jacob deceives his father, Jacob’s sons deceive him 

 Dreams 
 interpreted negatively by the brothers and father as a threat to their  
status and power - not interpreted by Jacob at all 
 “At the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Service at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, worship begins with the opening sentences: ‘Behold, this 
dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us slay him... and we shall 
see what will become of his dreams’ (vv. 19-20 KJV). The effect is chilling.” - 
Patrick Wilson, Feasting on the Word – Year A, Volume 3 

 The Brothers 
 12 Brothers will become 12 tribes 

 Joseph is sent to his brothers to check on their shalom (well-being) 
 Joseph usually did not go into the field and gave “bad reports”(v.2) 

 There is clearly no shalom between the brothers (v.4) 

 Jacob is not fooled when it comes to inter-brother discord 
 The “Killing” and “Flinging” 

 Trying to overcome the dream (basis for so many stories) 
 Oedipus 
 Heroes 
 Lost 

 Two traditions: Reuben and the Ishmaelites and Judah and the Midianites 
- two tellings of the same stories 

 Both Reuben and Judah are portrayed as the merciful brothers.  
 “The flinging after the killing underscores the naked brutality of the broth-
ers’ intentions. The denial of proper burial was among the Hebrews, as 
among the Greeks, deeply felt as an atrocity.” (Robet Alter, The Hebrew Bi-
ble: The Five Books of Moses, p. 141) 

 Favoritism and Chosenness 
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Cast of Characters 

Benjamin ~ Jacob and Rachel’s second-born son; Joseph’s younger brother; name means 
“son of the right hand,” indicating a blessed child. 

Ephraim ~ Joseph’s second born son; adopted by Jacob so Joseph’s line would receive a 
double portion; name means “making fruitful,” indicating Joseph’s blessed life in Egypt. 

Jacob ~ Married to Leah and Rachel; father of 12 sons who became the twelve tribes of 
Israel; name changed to Israel (strives with God) after a wrestling match with God. 

Joseph ~ Jacob’s favorite son, first born to Rachel; interpreter of dreams; sold into slavery 
by his brothers; thrown into Egyptian prison; raised to second in command by the phar-
aoh & able to save many from famine. 

Judah ~ Jacob’s son; Reuben’s brother; name means “praise” 

Manesseh ~ Joseph’s firstborn son; adopted by Jacob so Joseph’s line would receive a 
double portion; name means “making to forget,” indicating the joy Joseph found despite 
his separation from his family. 

Pharaoh ~ May have been Sesostris III, a ruler in the Middle Kingdom period. 

Potiphar ~ Held an important position in Pharaoh’s court; oversaw the imprisonment of 
high officials; name means “bull of Africa.” 

Reuben ~ Jacob’s oldest son; stopped his brothers from murdering Joseph but unable to 
keep them from sending him into slavery; name means “see, a son,” an expression of 
Leah’s hope that Jacob would love her. 

Simeon ~ Jacob and Leah’s son; held in ransom until Joseph’s brothers returned to Egypt a 
second time; name sounds like the Hebrew word for “heard,” indicating the Lord heard Leah’s 
prayer.  

 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Joseph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A print from the Phillip Medhurst Collection of Bible illustrations in the possession of  

Revd. Philip De Vere at St. George’s Court, Kidderminster, England. 
 

GENESIS 37:3-8, 17B-22, 26-34; 50:15- 21 
 

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
 Beginning of the Joseph Novella - Gen. 37-50 

 The Bible Project has a great summary of Genesis 12-50. Story of Joseph starts 
at about 5:20. https://bibleproject.com/explore/genesis-12-50/  

 Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 

 Joseph: King of Dreams 
 Coat of what? 

 long sleeves, long, many colors, stripes, etc 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coat_of_many_colors 

 
B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Robert Alter on Joseph: 

“It is noteworthy that Jacob’s favoritism toward Joseph is mentioned  
immediately after the report of questionable behavior on Joseph ’s part. One 
recalls that Jacob was the object of his mother’s unexplained favoritism.” (p 
139) 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=Genesis%2037%3A3-8%2C%2017b-22%2C%2026-34%3B%2050%3A15-%2021&t=ceb&t2=nrs
https://bibleproject.com/explore/genesis-12-50/
http://amzn.to/2eOjVTE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coat_of_many_colors
https://amzn.to/3c8jQUj

