
 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk   Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Jim and Pat Buffaloe 

Mary Catron 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- The death of Matthew Parmer, Darryl Hawkin’s nephew, who died of complications 
with Covid on Saturday, Sept.25th. Matthew was 35 years old, and leaves behind his 

wife Leigh and their four young children.  
 

-The death of Dale Cullison, Gary Cullison’s uncle, who died of complications with 
Covid and Leukemia. Thank you for keeping the Cullison family in your prayers.  

 

- The death of former church member Anne Cofer. Mrs. Anne Cofer passed away on 
Monday, September 27th just shy of her 98th birthday which would have been 

 September 29, 2021. 
 

- Please pray for Rick and Lillie Thurman, who are recovering from Covid 
 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you 

may be a Facebook friend)  Spoken Worldwide.  
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 4 of The Story: Deliverance  
The Burning Bush & Deliverance from God  

 

God took notice of the people’s suffering cries in their oppression in Egypt. God  
remembered the covenant with their ancestors. In Exodus, chapter three, Moses, who was 
exiled from Egypt after killing an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew, experienced God 
speaking to him through a bush that was burning but not consumed by the flames. God 

called Moses to go speak to Pharaoh and deliver God’s people from Egypt. Moses asked God 
what he was supposed to tell his own people about the God of their  

ancestors—what was God’s name? God responded with a verb: “I Am,” or “Being.” Moses 
was to tell the people, “I Am sent me to you.” However, in chapter four, Moses was still 

nervous about all he had been called to do, especially speaking before people and  
Pharaoh. God told Moses that his brother Aaron was already on his way to meet him, and 
that Aaron could speak before the people on his behalf. Then God gave Moses a shepherd’s 

staff to perform signs before Pharaoh and the people, signifying that Moses had all he needed 
to go forward. Moses goes to the Pharaoh, to free God’s people from slavery. Despite many 

plagues, the Pharaoh’s hardened heart would not let the people go until the last plague of the 
death of the First Born Son. Finally, the Passover feast is 

 instituted, and the Israelites leave Egypt. Led by a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire, they 
arrive at the Red Sea, with Pharaoh’s army hot on their tails. In an incredible  
miracle, the Israelites pass on dry land and the Egyptian army is destroyed.  

God is their salvation as they journey forward.  



 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 
 

 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 
 

SEPTEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2022                Class of 2023           Class of 2024 

Jim Buffaloe                  Meda Krenson        Tom Collins 

Cynthia Richmond       Sharon Parks          Carrie Hawkins 

Earl Williams                Joy Thompson          Sharon McFarland (clerk)       
     
 

- UPDATE LAKE BLACKSHEAR LAND = Amazing news! The land our congregation co-owns with 
GSW at Lake Blackshear (we have a 45% share, GSW has a 55% share) has finally 
sold! Hallelujah! The closing date will be around the end of September 2021.  
 

- KERSTIN CHERRBBONEAU VACATION DAY, Saturday, September 25th 

 

- MARCIA SEYMOUR OUT OF OFFICE Friday, October 1st - VACATION DAY, Friday, October 7th 

 

- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, November 2nd 6:00 PM 
 

- RISE AGAINST HUNGER - On Sunday, October 3rd our congregation is hosting the  
Presbytery-wide mission event, Rise Against Hunger. Can you plan to be there? If yes, come to 
church in casual clothes that day (perhaps a Presbyterian T-shirt?) and stay after church for a 
BBQ lunch. Bobby Harris has offered to make his famous BBQ and Brunswick stew for the 
church. Following lunch we will unload the truck of food and set everything up. At 2:00pm 
other Presbyterian churches and organizations will join us in packing over 10,000 bags of 
food! It is an incredible event and we hope you can participate! 
 

- PRES HOUSE EVENT - October 5th at 5:00pm - Chili, S’mores and Pumpkin Carving -  
Volunteers Needed! 

 

- OCTOBER PRESBYTERY MEETING - Saturday, October 16th at 10am - Final Presbytery 
Meeting of the Year at the Flint River Presbytery Office in Albany (826 Liberty Expressway SE, 
Albany, GA).  Sharon McFarland is the elder commissioner. 
 

- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE - on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 2:00 pm a 
memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of Schley  
Gatewood.  
 

- EMPTY BOWLS - Saturday, November 6th from 11am—2pm our church will host in our  
fellowship hall the Sumter Arts Council/ GSW Arts Department Empty Bowls to raise money 
for Harvest for Hope 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


 

 

 

 

 Does communion remind people of God saving grace- what they are saved 
from and what they are saved for? 
 “Rituals anchor us in the past, but their real power is in their ability to 
propel us into the future. It is vitally important for the people to remember 
what God has done in the past, but the real celebration comes in seeing 
what God is doing in the present. People are still being liberated. Lives are 
still being renewed. Hopes are still being restored.” 
 The Israelites share the Passover with girded loins, sandals on and staves 
at the ready- preparing for what is to come. The Disciples break bread and 
share the cup with Jesus knowing his death is imminent.  

 When we break bread and celebrate God’s saving actions- are we pre-
pared for what is to come? 

 Communion Liturgy by Carol Penner (Leading in Worship) done in the 
“passover style” i.e. what makes this night different? 

Dedication of the first born 
 “The firstborn daughters and sons of Israel are equally sacred to God in this 

text” Later in the chapter, v. 13 narrows this broad sanctification to males only 
but then goes back to include all children in v. 15 - perhaps this reveals some 
tension within the early community as regards inclusion (a tension which, un-
fortunately, continues to this day) Wilda Gafney, Womanist Midrash 

 There indication that the firstborn served as priests both men and women until 
the tribe of Levi was set aside to be the priests. Robert Altar, The Hebrew Bible 

 Women would have served as priests as well to address the ritual cleans-
ings and issues that women were required to perform or needed to address.  
 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 What do we do to make places safe and sacred but not isolated or ignorant? 

Churches are dedicated when they are built- what about after that? 
 
 When we break bread and celebrate God’s saving actions- are we prepared for 

what is to come? 
 
 Celebrating the work of God saving “us” is not the same as celebrating the de-

struction of “them” - the text emphasizes the saving work of God much more 
than the destruction of “them”/our enemies 

World Communion Sunday 
Sunday, October 3, 2021  

 11:00 a.m. Worship 
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 

The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 
 

Be Set Free 
God of all people, 

You remembered your children who were enslaved in Egypt,  
and by the power of your name you set them free.  

Remember us and free us from slavery to sin 
 by the power of your name. Amen. 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP             
Moses said, “Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me now 
your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that 
this nation is your people.”  
As we reread Moses’ prayer today, we are struck with the humility with which Moses 
asks God to continue revealing God’s ways.  If anyone had first hand experience of 
watching God work, it was Moses.   

-God spoke to him through a burning bush 
-God used Moses to bring 10 plagues on Egypt. 
-God worked through Moses to split the Red Sea. 
-God gave Moses the 10 Commandments on Mount Sinai. 

Moses had seen God do some amazing miracles. Moses was the first person to read 
God’s law.  Moses had an incredibly intimate knowledge of God… Yet he prays, “please 
show me your ways.” 

If Moses realized he had not arrived, then there’s a good chance we have not 
either.  As we pray, there should be a sense of humility in our prayers for a 
guidance only God can give.  
May we learn from Moses & God’s great deliverance of the Israelites, to help 
grow in our faith. May we be humble and hear God’s speaking to us today. 
Amen.  

*HYMN (Glory to God #15, insert)..................................................................................... 
“All Creatures of Our God and King”  

(verse 1-4)  

 

 

 

 

http://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/2013/02/thanksgiving-responsive-communion-service.html
http://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/2013/02/thanksgiving-responsive-communion-service.html
https://amzn.to/3kLqXoV
https://amzn.to/3hY8sMb


 

 

 

 

 New year- beginning- sets the stage for everything that is to come 

 Exodus - People who are saved by a God who saved slaves and  
oppressed 

 Community - the lamb is to be killed and shared in community- 
family and neighbors 

 Boundaries 

The blood on the door sets the home as a sacred place of safety 
and peace amidst fear and death 

 Sean White, Feasting on the Word - “In the obedience of the 
people, God's purposes unfold, so that their faithfulness and 
God's faithfulness somehow converged in the fulfillment of the 
promise. Uncertainty, anxiety, fear, obedience, and shalom all 
comprise the arena of experience with God.” 

 Passover remains a time to annually remember God who has 
saved, is saving and will save God’s people 

 Bread - matsot is strange in its negative definition: bread without  
leavened” 

 Same bread Lot served the two strangers who came to his door  

 Blood - a recurring motif throughout this narrative: the blood of the 
children thrown into the Nile, the blood of the Egyptian Moses killed, the 
blood of circumcision, the plague turning the Nile to blood, and here the 
blood as a sign for”the destroyer” to pass over 

 Ritual (E. Lane Alderman Jr., Feasting on the Word) 

 How does this compare to communion? 

 Passover: festival, communal, remembering God’s saving power, 
acknowledges fear, oppression sin and death - but trusts in God’s 
saving grace in the midst 

 Does your Holy Communion liturgy also communicate these 
things? Should it? 

 Are people any more distracted now than they were at the time 
of Moses? 

 

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2iCEiEL
http://amzn.to/2iCEiEL


 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Exodus/Passover 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

E X O D U S  1 2 : 1 - 1 3 ;  1 3 : 1 - 8  
I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  

 Animated Movie Prince of Egypt ~ great movie to watch with popcorn  
 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

 Direct response to Exodus 1 and Pharaoh’s inability to have power 
over life and death 

 “Plagued by the Plagues” by Rabbi Ellen Weinberg Dreyfus 

“We read this epic story of our liberation and we are left with 
gnawing questions. It would be much easier to tell the story in 
black and white, with clear good guys and bad guys, and no ambiv-
alence. If God was going to liberate the Israelites with "signs and 
marvels," did it have to be at the expense of others? There are no 
easy answers. Every good story has layers of meaning. The ques-
tions and the struggle are all part of the process of wrestling with 
our sacred text.” 

 Defining moments for Israelites - Exodus and Exile: 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=Exodus+12%3A1-13%3B+13%3A1-8&t=ceb&t2=nrs
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/torah-commentary/plagued-plagues


 

 

 

 

Moses at the burning bush 
 

Exodus 3: 1-12               Common English Bible  
3 Moses was taking care of the flock for his father-in-law Jethro, Midian’s priest. He 
led his flock out to the edge of the desert, and he came to God’s mountain called  
Horeb. 2 The Lord’s messenger appeared to him in a flame of fire in the middle of a 
bush. Moses saw that the bush was in flames, but it didn’t burn up. 3 Then Moses said 
to himself, Let me check out this amazing sight and find out why the bush isn’t  
burning up. 
4 When the Lord saw that he was coming to look, God called to him out of the bush, 
“Moses, Moses!” 
Moses said, “Here I am.” 
5 Then the Lord said, “Don’t come any closer! Take off your sandals, because you are 
standing on holy ground.” 6 He continued, “I am the God of your father, Abraham’s 
God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s God.” Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look 
at God. 
7 Then the Lord said, “I’ve clearly seen my people oppressed in Egypt. I’ve heard their 
cry of injustice because of their slave masters. I know about their pain. 8 I’ve come 
down to rescue them from the Egyptians in order to take them out of that land and 
bring them to a good and broad land, a land that’s full of milk and honey, a place 
where the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites all live. 9 Now the Israelites’ cries of injustice have reached me. I’ve seen just 
how much the Egyptians have oppressed them. 10 So get going. I’m sending you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I to go to Pharaoh and to bring the Israelites out 
of Egypt?” 
12 God said, “I’ll be with you. And this will show you that I’m the one who sent you. 
After you bring the people out of Egypt, you will come back here and worship God on 
this mountain.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Cast of Biblical Characters 
 

Aaron ~ A Levite; the first high priest; Moses’ brother; used by the Lord to help Moses 
convey God’s word to Pharaoh; name means “a teacher.” 
 
Gershom ~ Moses’ first son; name means “a stranger here.”  
 
I AM ~ God reveals his name, Yahweh, the LORD; comes from the Hebrew verb “to 
be”; indicates God as the one who “is” and the one “who causes to be,” in other 
words, the Creator. 
 
Miriam ~ Moses’ sister; her quick thinking helped connect infant Moses with his 
mother; traveled with Israel into freedom and across the desert; name means 
“rebellion.”  
 
Moses ~ Called by God to lead Israel from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Prom-
ised Land; saved from death by a brave mother; raised in the house of Pharaoh; called 
from tending sheep in the desert to leading God’s people through it; name sounds like 
Hebrew “to draw out,” indicating Moses being taken out of the Nile by Pharaoh’s 
daughter. 
 
Pharaoh ~ Ruler in Egypt during the confrontation with Moses and freeing of Israel; 
possibly Thutmose III. 
 
Reuel ~ Priest in Midian; Moses’ father-in-law; also called Jethro (“his excellence”); 
name means “the shepherd or friend of God.” 
 
Zipporah ~ Daughter of Reuel; Moses’ wife; mother of Gershom and Eliezer; name 
means “beauty.”  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up and there were 
the Egyptians, marching after them. Moses said to the people, 
“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance 
the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today 

you will never see again.  
The LORD will fight for you; 

 you need only to be still.” 

 

God leads the way 
 

Exodus 14: 10-21              Common English Bible  
10 As Pharaoh drew closer, the Israelites looked back and saw the Egyptians marching 
toward them. The Israelites were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to 
Moses, “Weren’t there enough graves in Egypt that you took us away to die in the 
desert? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt like this? 12 Didn’t we 
tell you the same thing in Egypt? ‘Leave us alone! Let us work for the Egyptians!’ It 
would have been better for us to work for the Egyptians than to die in the desert.” 
 
13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand your ground, and watch the 
Lord rescue you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never ever see again. 14 
The Lord will fight for you. You just keep still.” 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to get 
moving. 16 As for you, lift your shepherd’s rod, stretch out your hand over the sea, 
and split it in two so that the Israelites can go into the sea on dry ground. 17 But me, 
I’ll make the Egyptians stubborn so that they will go in after them, and I’ll gain honor 
at the expense of Pharaoh, all his army, his chariots, and his cavalry. 18 The Egyptians 
will know that I am the Lord, when I gain honor at the expense of Pharaoh, his  
chariots, and his cavalry.” 
19 God’s messenger, who had been in front of Israel’s camp, moved and went behind 
them. The column of cloud moved from the front and took its place behind them. 20 
It stood between Egypt’s camp and Israel’s camp. The cloud remained there, and 
when darkness fell it lit up the night. They didn’t come near each other all night. 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord pushed the sea back by 
a strong east wind all night, turning the sea into dry land. The waters were split into 
two. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
 
*HYMN (Glory to God #52, insert)……………...…………………………………...………….……........ 

“When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land”  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

MESSAGE.......................................................................…............. Pastor Sommer Bower 
“For those who thirst and hunger for more” 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #503, insert)……………………………….……...……………..……….…...…….... 
"Lord, We have Come at Your Own Invitation”  

 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY:  
On this World Communion Sunday, we celebrate with Christians around the world that 
despite divisions in language, location and denomination we are still one in Christ. We 

are all made in the image of God, and together, we are one as we celebrate Christ’s 
death and resurrection until Christ comes again.  

 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
 

WORLD COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of Harvest, we thank You for these gifts of bread and drink, symbolizing Your body 
and blood. On this day, we remember that around the world we are bonded together as 

Your children, and in all traditions and cultures, we have our ways of bonding over food 
and drink. We gather at Your table with these gifts from the earth, from Your bounty, 

and remember You, how You gave Your life for us. We thank You, Gracious Christ, for 
giving of Yourself, and creating a way for us to remember You, Your life, death, and 

resurrection, in the simplest of ways: sharing a meal with one another. Bless this bread 
to nourish our bodies, bless these cups to nourish our souls, bless this meal to nourish 

our relationships with one another as Your children. Amen. 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #649, insert)……………………………….……...……………..……….…....…….... 
"Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”  

*BENEDICTION  

 
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…...…..…..…...……….............................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
You are invited to stay after worship to have lunch together before we begin packing 

food for our Rise Against Hunger event at 2:00 pm today!!! 

 

 

 

 


