
 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk   Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Russ and Jo Childers 
Lisa and Rod Collins 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- The death of Matthew Parmer, Darryl Hawkin’s nephew, who died of complications 
with Covid on Saturday, Sept.25th. Matthew was 35 years old, and leaves behind his 

wife Leigh and their four young children.  
 

-The death of Dale Cullison, Gary Cullison’s uncle, who died of complications with 
Covid and Leukemia. Thank you for keeping the Cullison family in your prayers.  

 

- The death of former church member Anne Cofer. Mrs. Anne Cofer passed away on 
Monday, September 27th just shy of her 98th birthday which would have been 

 September 29, 2021. 
 

- Paul Mills, a friend of Sharon Parks, who is suffering from dementia  
 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you 

may be a Facebook friend)  Spoken Worldwide.  
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screenshot from the trailer for the 1956 film “The Ten Commandments” with Charlton Heston 
Common domain Wikimedia  

 

Covenant and Commandments are what we find in Exodus.  
God declares through Moses that the people of Israel are to be a priestly 

kingdom. The covenant God makes with the people reminds them that their 
God brought them out of slavery into freedom, and God’s commandments 
are to keep them a priestly nation. These commandments keep the people 

honoring and worshiping God above all others, and instruct how they are 
to live as a nation with one another. The covenant separates them from all 

other people, that they have been delivered by God, and therefore were 
 chosen by God to be the people of the covenant. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

OCTOBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2022                Class of 2023           Class of 2024 
Jim Buffaloe                  Meda Krenson        Tom Collins 
Cynthia Richmond       Sharon Parks          Carrie Hawkins 
Earl Williams                Joy Thompson          Sharon McFarland (clerk)       
     
- UPDATE LAKE BLACKSHEAR LAND = Amazing news! The land our congregation co-
owns with GSW at Lake Blackshear (we have a 45% share, GSW has a 55% share) has 
finally sold! Hallelujah! The closing date will be around the end of September 2021.  
 

- KERSTIN CHERRBBONEAU VACATION DAY, Saturday, September 25th 

 

 - EMPTY BOWLS PLANNING MEETING, Thursday, October 7th at 3:30 pm in the 
church Fellowship Hall. 
 

- MARCIA SEYMOUR 1/2 DAY Friday, October 1st - VACATION DAY, Friday, October 
8th

, VACATION DAYS, Tuesday, November 9th– Friday, November 12th 

 

- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, November 2nd 6:00 PM 
 

- PRES HOUSE EVENT - October 12th at 5:00pm - Chili, S’mores and Pumpkin Carving -  
Volunteers Needed! 

 

- OCTOBER PRESBYTERY MEETING - Saturday, October 16th at 10am - Final Presbytery 
Meeting of the Year at the Flint River Presbytery Office in Albany (826 Liberty Express-
way SE, Albany, GA).  Sharon McFarland is the elder commissioner. 
 

- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE - on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 2:00 
pm a memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of 
Schley Gatewood.  
 

- DOWNTOWN TRICK OR TREAT, Thursday, October 28th 
 
- EMPTY BOWLS - Saturday, November 6th from 11am—2pm our church will host in 
our fellowship hall the Sumter Arts Council/ GSW Arts Department Empty Bowls to 
raise money for Harvest for Hope. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


 
 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

 Relationship with Others: 
 

 5.) 12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be 
long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.  
 6.) 13 You shall not murder. 
 7.) 14 You shall not commit adultery. 
 8.) 15 You shall not steal. 
 9.) 16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
 10.)17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or any-
thing that belongs to your neighbor.  

 Equal commandments 
 

 We do not treat them equally- Keeping the Sabbath is not equal to 
murder 
 What would happen is we kept the commandments equally?  

 You can focus on simply one commandment or do a sermon series.  
Examples: 

 3 - wrongful use of the Lord’s name: how often is the name of God 
used to justify power, empire, domestic abuse, political gain, liberal or 
conservative agendas? 
 4 - Sabbath: Perhaps the most overlooked- people are tired, yet what 
example to their pastors show them? Do we as churches hold up the 
Sabbath? You do as the pastor keep the “Sabbath”? Why not? Why is it 
less important? 
 10 - Coveting: TV, radio, media all teach us to covet - the latest iph-
one, body image. “The only time you should worry about your neigh-
bor’s bowl is if there isn’t enough in it.” 

 How do we balance out the Ten Commandments and Jesus’ greatest 
    commandments? 

 Love is the foundation: the Ten Commandments are included in  
Jesus’ commandments not in opposition 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 10, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
 
 
 
 

God of the commandments, you gave the Israelites laws so that they might live in  
harmony with one another. Show us how to live in peace, so that all may know of your 

love. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP       
The miraculous opening and closing of the Red Sea was only the beginning of God’s 
powerful way of providing for his people. As the nation of over two million people made 
their way through the desert of Sinai, they quickly finished the bread and water they 
had taken from Egypt.  

When they were thirsty, God provided water.  
When they needed food, God sent bread from heaven each morning and quail in the 
evening. When God’s people were attacked, he gave them victory in battle.  

God promised to be with his people…and God was.  
God did far more for them than they could ever imagine.  

Help us to see the truth that surrounds us every day.  
God fights for us. 
God provides for us.  

The glory of God’s love surrounds us. Amen. 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God #81, insert)..................................................................................... 
“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Order of Commandments: 

 Augustine of Hippo changes the traditional order of the commandments 
by combining the first two and separating the 10th into 2 commandments 
(separating coveting property from coveting a spouse)  
 Discrepancies based on a comparison of Deuteronomy 5 and Exodus 20  

 Introduction: 
 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of slavery;” 
 Salvation comes first not second- God’s grace is the foundation upon 
which the Commandments are based 
Relationship with God: 

 

 1.) 3You shall have no other gods before me. 
 2.) 4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them 
or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth genera-
tion of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thou-
sandth generation of those who love me and keep my command-
ments. 

 

 Judgement - 3-4 generations, Grace - thousandth generation: 
Grace > Judgement. 

 3.) 7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your 
God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.  

  God will not “forgive” anyone...WHAT?! What do we do about 
this very disturbing passage? 
  Is this “causing the little ones to stumble” so the mill stone is 
cast around the neck and we take a swim? 

 4.) 8 Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9For six days 
you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a Sab-
bath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son 
or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 
alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Advertisement for the American epic film The Ten Commandments (1923 Paramount 
Pictures), originally used for a theater in Toledo, Ohio, on page 542 of the 

 December 6, 1924 “The Moving Picture World.” This advertised silent films. The whole 
1923 book can be found on the internet archive.  

 

 - Exodus 20:1-20 The Law given at Sinai 

Initial Thoughts 

Bible Study 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
 

SCRIPTURE  
 

Exodus 19: 3-7                                                                 Common English Bible  
3 Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him from the mountain, “This is what you 
should say to Jacob’s household and declare to the Israelites: 4 You saw what I did to 
the Egyptians, and how I lifted you up on eagles’ wings and brought you to me. 5 So 
now, if you faithfully obey me and stay true to my covenant, you will be my most  
precious possession out of all the peoples, since the whole earth belongs to me. 6 You 
will be a kingdom of priests for me and a holy nation. These are the words you should 
say to the Israelites.” 7 So Moses came down, called together the people’s elders, and 
set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. 
 
 
 

Exodus 20: 1-18  The Ten Commandments           Common English Bible  
Then God spoke all these words: 
2 I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
3 You must have no other gods before me. 
4 Do not make an idol for yourself—no form whatsoever—of anything in the sky 
above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. 5 Do not bow down to 
them or worship them, because I, the Lord your God, am a passionate God. I punish 
children for their parents’ sins even to the third and fourth generations of those who 
hate me. 6 But I am loyal and gracious to the thousandth generation of those who 
love me and keep my commandments. 
7 Do not use the Lord your God’s name as if it were of no significance; the Lord won’t 
forgive anyone who uses his name that way. 
8 Remember the Sabbath day and treat it as holy. 9 Six days you may work and do all 
your tasks, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. Do not do any 
work on it—not you, your sons or daughters, your male or female servants, your ani-
mals, or the immigrant who is living with you. 11 Because the Lord made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea, and everything that is in them in six days, but rested on the 
seventh day. That is why the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 Honor your father and your mother so that your life will be long on the fertile land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage.aspx?q=exodus+20%3A1-20&t=nrs&t2=ceb


 

 

 

 

13 Do not kill. 
14 Do not commit adultery. 
15 Do not steal. 
16 Do not testify falsely against your neighbor. 
17 Do not desire and try to take your neighbor’s house. Do not desire and try to take 
your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox, donkey, or anything else that  
belongs to your neighbor. 
18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the horn, 
and the mountain smoking, the people shook with fear and stood at a distance. 
 
Exodus 33:12-16  Moses pleads with God        Common English Bible  
12 Moses said to the Lord, “Look, you’ve been telling me, ‘Lead these people  
forward.’ But you haven’t told me whom you will send with me. Yet you’ve assured 
me, ‘I know you by name and think highly of you.’ 13 Now if you do think highly of 
me, show me your ways so that I may know you and so that you may really approve 
of me. Remember too that this nation is your people.” 
14 The Lord replied, “I’ll go myself, and I’ll help you.” 
15 Moses replied, “If you won’t go yourself, don’t make us leave here. 16 Because 
how will anyone know that we have your special approval, both I and your people, 
unless you go with us? Only that distinguishes us, me and your people, from every 
other people on the earth.” 
 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

 
*HYMN (Glory to God #634, insert)…...………………………..……...………….……..…..……....... 

“To God Be the Glory”  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Cast of Biblical Characters 

Aaron ~ A Levite; the first high priest; Moses’ brother; used by the Lord to help 
Moses convey God’s word to Pharaoh; name means “a teacher.” 

Moses ~ Called by God to lead Israel from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the 
Promised Land; saved from death by a brave mother; raised in the house of Phar-
aoh; called from tending sheep in the desert to leading God’s people through it; 
name sounds like Hebrew “to draw out,” indicating Moses being taken out of the 
Nile by Pharaoh’s daughter; called a friend of God; Israel’s great lawgiver.  

Joshua ~ Son of Nun, an aide to Moses; name means “the Lord saves”; later this 
Hebrew name would be rendered in Greek as Jesus. 



 

 

 

 

MESSAGE....................................................................……............ Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Covenant and Commandments” 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

 

*HYMN (Glory to God #541, insert)................................................................................. 
“God Be with you till we meet again”  

 
 

*BENEDICTION    

From this day forward, let God’s grace and glory guide your words and your actions. 
You are God’s people, God’s chosen ones. God has set you apart from all the nations of 
the world. Be a shining example wherever you go. In the name of the Father, and the 

Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 

*POSTLUDE……………......…..…..…….……...................................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


