
 

 

 

 

 
 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk   Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Tom and Emily Collins 

Camron Cummings 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 

- Nancy Miller, who is at the Mattie Marshall Memory Unit at Magnolia Manor, 
 fell during the week. She will be receiving rehab at the center. 

 

- The death of Matthew Parmer, Darryl Hawkin’s nephew, who died of complications 
with Covid on Saturday, Sept.25th. Matthew was 35 years old, and leaves behind his 

wife Leigh and their four young children.  
 

-The death of Dale Cullison, Gary Cullison’s uncle, who died of complications with 
Covid and Leukemia. Thank you for keeping the Cullison family in your prayers.  

 

- The death of former church member Anne Cofer. Mrs. Anne Cofer passed away on 
Monday, September 27th just shy of her 98th birthday which would have been 

 September 29, 2021. 
 

- Paul Mills, a friend of Sharon Parks, who is suffering from dementia passed away 
last week. 

 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you 

may be a Facebook friend)  Spoken Worldwide.  
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 6th century mosaic of Moses, located in the Basilica of San Vitale in Rome 
 

And Moses said, “Now what I am commanding you today is not too  
difficult for you or beyond your reach. No, the word is very near you; it is in 

your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. This day I call the  
heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you 
life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your  
children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his 

voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you 
many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers,  

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 



 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

OCTOBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2022                Class of 2023           Class of 2024 
Jim Buffaloe                  Meda Krenson        Tom Collins 
Cynthia Richmond       Sharon Parks          Carrie Hawkins 
Earl Williams                Joy Thompson          Sharon McFarland (clerk)    
 

- UPDATE LAKE BLACKSHEAR LAND = Amazing news! The land our congregation co-
owns with GSW at Lake Blackshear (we have a 45% share, GSW has a 55% share) has 
finally sold! Hallelujah! The closing date will be around the end of September 2021.  
 

- KERSTIN CHERRBBONEAU VACATION DAYS, Saturday, September 25th and Saturday, 
October 16th 
 

 - EMPTY BOWLS PLANNING MEETING, Tuesday, October 26th at 3:30 pm in the 
church Fellowship Hall. 
 

- MARCIA SEYMOUR 1/2 DAY Friday, October 1st - VACATION DAY, Friday, October 
8th

, VACATION DAYS, Tuesday, November 9th– Friday, November 12th 

 

- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, November 2nd 6:00 PM 
 

- PRES HOUSE EVENT - October 12th at 5:00pm - Chili, S’mores and Pumpkin Carving -  
Volunteers Needed! 

 

- OCTOBER PRESBYTERY MEETING - Saturday, October 16th at 10am - Final Presbytery 
Meeting of the Year at the Flint River Presbytery Office in Albany (826 Liberty Express-
way SE, Albany, GA).  Sharon McFarland is the elder commissioner. Cynthia Richmond 
is leading the singing. 
 

- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE - on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 2:00 
pm a memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of 
Schley Gatewood. The service will also be streamed on Facebook live.  
 

- DOWNTOWN TRICK OR TREAT, Thursday, October 28th 
 

- EMPTY BOWLS - Saturday, November 6th from 11am—1pm our church will host in 
our fellowship hall the Sumter Arts Council/ GSW Arts Department Empty Bowls to 
raise money for Harvest for Hope. 
 

- SAMA - Thursday, October 14th in the church fellowship hall. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


  Faith: Belief or trust? The Israelites are not asked to believe in any specific 
creed, religion or doctrine, they are simply asked to trust God (sometimes the 
creed, symbol or doctrine can get in the way - 2 Kings 18:4) 
 Magic Stick 

 A symbol of death is transformed into a symbol of life - it is not the 
“thing” in and of itself but the meaning we put on it. What symbols hold 
meaning in our lives? 

 poisonous snakes - bronze serpent  
 blood of the lamb- passover 
 cross - crucifixion 

 A tool to reveal the faithfulness of God - not something holy in and of it-
self 
 Could be seen as a false idol- snakes were often used as images for  
deities in the ancient near east 
 This actually happened- people began to make sacrifices and offerings to 
the Bronze snake- so Hezekiah (the good king) had it broken and  
removed from the temple (2 Kings 18:4) 
 Interesting Side note: The symbol of the snake and the staff as a symbol 
of healing also appears in Greek mythology as the Rod of Asclepius 
(Asclepius being the Greek God of healing) and is used currently as a symbol 
of healing and medicine. 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  

The Israelites acknowledge that their sin was communal and subsequently their 
confession and repentance was communal as God’s grace. How do we raise the 
communal aspects of sin, confession and forgiveness other than a unison prayer 
in the service? Should we do more to acknowledge the communal sins of our 
churches and society in general and take responsibility?  

What are things that have been lifted up as examples or tools of God’s faithful-
ness that have become idols in their own right? What Bronze snakes live in our 
temples that need to be broken and discarded? 

A symbol of death is transformed into a symbol of life - it is not the “thing” in 
and of itself but the meaning we put on it. What symbols hold meaning in our 
lives? 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 17, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
 
 

Prayer before Worship 

Merciful God, we thank you for your steadfast love throughout the ages. 
 Forgive us, we pray, for the times we have sought comfort and security apart from you, 

and keep us ever mindful of the blessings we have received by your hand.  
May we grow in our generosity until it matches that of Jesus. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                   (Exodus 34:6-7) 
    The LORD, the LORD, 

a God merciful and gracious, 
   Slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
   Keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation, 

Forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.  
Yet by no means clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of 

 the parents upon the children and the children’s children.  
You shall worship no other god,  
because the LORD is a jealous God.  

The LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants,  
so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart  
and with all your soul,  
in order that you may live.  

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #246, insert)................................................................................... 
“Christ Is Alive”  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Numbers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Trials of Moses by Sandro Botticelli (1445-1510) 
Public domain  

N U M B E R S  2 1 : 4 - 9  
 

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  

 Covenant theme 
Psalm 107 
B I B L E  S T U D Y  
 Context! 

 Grumbling stories: Exodus 16, Numbers 11, 14, 16, 20 - all stories of the 
Israelites failing to trust God (and or Moses) 

 Occurs immediately after God has answered their prayers (Number 21:1-3) 

 Grumbling/Complaining and Repentance 
Sin, Confession and repentance occur in community- not as individuals 

 Many sins happen in a community - those that don’t speak out, that 
enable, justify or passively condone sins 

 Craig Kocher, Feasting on the Word - every church has it’s “Let’s go back 
to Egypt” committee: a group of people that will never be content with the 
present but want to return to the nostalgia of the past. 
 Communal and individual- while the sin, confession and repentance are 
communal- the acceptance of grace- looking at the staff - is  individual 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=numbers+21:4-9&t=ceb&t2=nrs
https://amzn.to/3kJhLCN


CAST OF  BIBLICAL CHARACTERS 

Aaron ~ A Levite; the first high priest; Moses’ brother; Served the Lord as high priest 
in Israel’s desert wanderings; died on Mount Hor after handing over his ministry to his 
son Eleazar. 

Baal of Peor ~ Baal is mentioned in this passage for the first time in the Old Testa-
ment; one of the chief Canaanite deities; triumphs over sea, death, and Leviathan 
with the help of his consort, Anath; chief competitor to Yahweh in the hearts and 
minds of Israel. 

Balaam ~ Pagan diviner, called to curse the Israelites but blesses them instead; 
name means, “the ancient of the people, the destruction of the people.” 

Balak ~ Ruler of Moab, a tribal confederation; attempts to curse Israel 

Caleb ~ Son of Jephunneh; sent on a reconnaissance mission into Canaan and came 
back with a faith-filled heart, convinced that the Lord’s power was sufficient to lead 
them to victory. 

Eleazar ~ Son of Aaron; anointed as high priest when his father died on Mount Hor; 
name means “help of God.”  

Joshua ~ Son of Nun, an aide to Moses; name means “the Lord Saves”; later this  
Hebrew name would be rendered in Greek as Jesus.  
Moses ~ Led God’s chosen people through the wilderness to the edge of the Prom-
ised Land then died on Mount Nebo. 

Joshua ~ Son of Nun, an aide to Moses; name means “the Lord saves”; later this He-
brew name would be rendered in Greek as Jesus. 

Miriam ~ Served the Lord in the exodus and in the desert wanderings; died at 
Kadesh in the Desert in Zin.  

Og ~ King of Bashan; ruled from Ashtaroth, near the Yarmuk River; his kingdom was 
decimated in the Israelite invasion. 

Phinehas ~ Son of Eleazar, grandson of Aaron the high priest; takes decisive action 
against two idolaters, averting God’s wrath and achieving a perpetual priesthood; 
name means “bold aspect.” 

Sihon ~ King of the Amorites, an ethnic group occupying the Transjordan region; 
name means “rooting out.”  

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
 

SCRIPTURE  
Numbers 11: 1-10                       Complaint at Taberah                 Common English Bible 
11 When the people complained intensely in the Lord’s hearing, the Lord heard and 
became angry. Then the Lord’s fire burned them and consumed the edges of the 
camp. 2 When the people cried out to Moses, Moses prayed to the Lord, and the fire 
subsided. 3 The name of that place was called Taberah, because the Lord’s fire burned 
against them. 
 

Complaint over the lack of meat 
4 The riffraff among them had a strong craving. Even the Israelites cried again and 
said, “Who will give us meat to eat? 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt for free, 
the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. 6 Now our lives are 
wasting away. There is nothing but manna in front of us.” 
7 The manna was like coriander seed and its color was like resin. 8 The people would 
roam around and collect it and grind it with millstones or pound it in a mortar. Then 
they would boil it in pots and make it into cakes. It tasted like cakes baked in olive oil. 
9 When the dew fell on the camp during the night, the manna would fall with it. 
 

Moses’ complaint about leadership 
10 Moses heard the people crying throughout their clans, each at his tent’s entrance. 
The Lord was outraged, and Moses was upset. 
 
 

Deuteronomy 29: 1-6                 Common English Bible 
The third heading: The New Covenant at Moab 
These are the words of the covenant the Lord commanded Moses to make with the 
Israelites in the land of Moab in addition to the covenant he had made with them at 
Horeb. 2 Moses summoned all Israel, saying to them: You’ve seen with your own eyes 
everything the Lord did in Egypt, to Pharaoh, his servants, and all his land— 3 the 
great trials your eyes witnessed, those awesome signs and wonders! 4 But until this 
very moment, the Lord hasn’t given you insight to understand, eyes to see, or ears to 
hear. 5 I’ve led you in the wilderness forty years now; neither the clothes on your back 
nor the sandals on your feet have worn out. 6 Neither have you eaten bread nor 
drunk wine or beer during this time—so that you would know that I am the Lord your 
God. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Deuteronomy 30: 15-18                 Life and death 
15 Look here! Today I’ve set before you life and what’s good versus death and what’s 
wrong. 16 If you obey the Lord your God’s commandments that I’m  
commanding you right now by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by 
keeping his commandments, his regulations, and his case laws, then you will live and 
thrive, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land you are entering to 
possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you refuse to listen, and so are misled, 
worshipping other gods and serving them, 18 I’m telling you right now that you will 
definitely die. You will not prolong your life on the fertile land that you are crossing the 
Jordan River to enter and possess. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #175, insert)…...………………………..……...………….……..…..…………….... 
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”  

MESSAGE..................................................................……............... Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Choose Life”  

OFFERTORY  
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy God, we thank you for the amazing grace that makes us treasured in your eyes. 

Help us to continue to grow into the people you would have us be – a covenant  
community dedicated to you and you alone. Kindle such love in our hearts that all our 
choices may declare our devotion to you, especially as we reach out to those around 
us. May all of us discover your love and care. In the name of the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #170, insert).................................................................................. 
“O How I Love Jesus”  

 

*BENEDICTION    

 
 

*POSTLUDE…………......…..…..…….…….......................................Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


