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 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
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PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk   Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Ronnie Greer 

Jim & Patti Griffith; Kate Griffith 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 

- Nancy Miller, who is at the Mattie Marshall Memory Unit at Magnolia Manor, 
 fell during the week. She will be receiving rehab at the center. 

 
 

- The death of former church member Anne Cofer. Mrs. Anne Cofer passed away on 
Monday, September 27th just shy of her 98th birthday which would have been 

 September 29, 2021. 
 

- Paul Mills, a friend of Sharon Parks, who is suffering from dementia passed away 
last week. 

 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you 

may be a Facebook friend)  Spoken Worldwide.  
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
image: "The Ark Passes Over the Jordan" By James Jacques Joseph Tissot (1836 - 1902) (wikimedia) 

 

God of captives and pilgrims, 
you brought your people home from despair 
and gave them a land of freedom and plenty. 

Look in mercy on us your servants, 
deliver us from the prison of selfishness and sin, 

and bring us home to justice, sharing, and compassion, 
the realm you promised all the world 

in Jesus Christ the Savior. Amen. 
 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:James_Jacques_Joseph_Tissot_-_The_Ark_Passes_Over_the_Jordan_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg


 

 

 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

OCTOBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2022                Class of 2023           Class of 2024 
Jim Buffaloe                  Meda Krenson        Tom Collins 
Cynthia Richmond       Sharon Parks          Carrie Hawkins 
Earl Williams                Joy Thompson          Sharon McFarland (clerk)    
 

- UPDATE LAKE BLACKSHEAR LAND = Amazing news! The land our congregation co-
owns with GSW at Lake Blackshear (we have a 45% share, GSW has a 55% share) has 
finally sold! Hallelujah! The closing date will be around the end of September 2021. 
 

- KERSTIN CHERRBBONEAU VACATION DAYS, Saturday, September 25th and Saturday, 
October 16th 
 

 - EMPTY BOWLS PLANNING MEETING, Tuesday, October 26th at 3:30 pm in the 
church Fellowship Hall. 
 

- MARCIA SEYMOUR 1/2 DAY Friday, October 1st - VACATION DAY, Friday, October 
8th

, VACATION DAYS, Wednesday, November 10th– Wednesday, November 24th 

 

- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, November 2nd 6:00 PM 
 

- SAMA - Thursday, October 14th  2:00pm in the church fellowship hall. 
 

 - FYI - FIRST, WOMEN’S WINE & CHOCOLATE WALK will be on Saturday, October 
23rd from 2-6PM in Downtown Americus.  This event should not inpact parking for 
Schley Gatewood’s Memorial Service 
 

- SCHLEY GATEWOOD MEMORIAL SERVICE - on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 2:00 
pm a memorial service will be held at our church in honor of the life and service of 
Schley Gatewood. The service will also be streamed on Facebook live.  
 

- FYI - FOOD TRUCK FEST will be held on Sunday, October 24th from 12-6PM. This 
event will impact Sunday morning worship service parking. Church goers are asked to 
park in the back of the church on Forrest St. 
 

- DOWNTOWN TRICK OR TREAT, Thursday, October 28th 

 

- EMPTY BOWLS - Saturday, November 6th from 11am—1pm our church will host in 
our fellowship hall the Sumter Arts Council/ GSW Arts Department Empty Bowls to 
raise money for Harvest for Hope. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


 

 

 

 

 Crossing over 

 The ark of the covenant - the singular presence of God - leads the way. 
 Carried by one representative from each of the 12 tribes. And the priests 
are leading the way 

 Both the priests and the people are a part of this crossing over. There is 
a need for the priestly leadership, but all the people are represented as 
well. In ch. 4, there are 12 stones placed so that they can be a permanent 
reminder. 

 It is pointed out that the river was particularly high. 
 The priests bearing the ark go first, but “the priests who bore the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, 
until the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan.” v. 17. 
 The ark leads the way, but the people pass by the ark as well. 
 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 This story is an important transition, one that is full of hope and dread. There is 
so much hope and good news in the fact that the Lord has led the people out of 
slavery. The period of wandering is over. The Lord stopped the waters (again) so 
that the people could pass over on dry ground (again). This ritual is an act of  
remembrance and renewal. The crossing over on dry land is a reminder that this is 
how the journey began. The crossing of the Sea of Reeds (or Red Sea) was the  
initial saving act for the people, and this is the fulfillment of the promise. It is also 
an act fraught with trouble, as they are crossing over into a land that is already  
occupied. War is coming. This cannot be ignored. 
 Walter Brueggemann in a recent Pulpit Fiction interview: “God is recovering 
from violence.” God used violence in the occupation of the land - this cannot be 
avoided - but God recovers from the use of violence over the course of the Biblical 
story. This idea of God changing, growing, and adapting, is a troubling idea for 
some. Blasphemy for some, but a faithful reading of the text reveals that God, and 
especially the way in which God reveals God’s power, changes. If we are to be 
faithful to the text, we cannot ignore the conquest is a part of this story. Also be 
mindful of the laws that were already put forth in the Torah about how to treat the 
alien and the immigrant. Always, God reminds the people to treat them with jus-
tice because “you were once immigrants.” The story of the people coming into an 
occupied land remained an important part of the story of the people - and should 
remain so today. 

Sunday, October 24, 2021  
 11:00 a.m. Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
 
 

Lift your heart to the Lord and Prepare for Worship 
In the first of your mighty works, you created the earth and filled it with life. 

You rescued a people from slavery and called them to choose between wisdom and  
foolishness, between serving you and making their own gods. 

 

In your child, Jesus, you have again called us to choose - 
to live in readiness 

for the promised return 
of the one who died and rose again, 

or to waste our opportunities 
and squander what you have given us. 

We choose to serve you, and with hearts full of gratitude 
we trust in your protection and look for the day 
when at the trumpet’s sound the dead will arise 

and all will be embraced in the marriage of earth and heaven. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist 
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP           
    Lord, throughout our days we have sought you. 

And you have enabled us to find you. 
    We have called upon you in troubled times. 

And you have always been our refuge and hope. 
    We have come to rejoice and be glad in your presence, 

To celebrate the good news of your salvation! 
 

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #664, insert)................................................................................... 
“Morning has Broken”  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Our conclusion is that the repetition of the word "Jordan" is designed to 
simulate a portion of the actual event for the reader. Just as the Israelites 
were brought to the edge of the Jordan River and remained there for three 
days (Josh 3:2), so the reader is required to linger beside the Jordan River via 
this literary convention. By creating this parallel experience of lingering by the 
river, the original event and narrated event can lead to the same outcome—a 
greater respect for Joshua as general and a deeper respect for the Lord their 
God “ 

 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  
 Literary Context 

  At the end of the Torah, there are two problems.  
 There is a great nation, but they are not in the land. It ends just on the 
other side of the Jordan. 
 There are people already there. 

 Joshua 1-2 includes Joshua taking control as leader, as ordained by God, 
and preparations for the invasion, including sending spies into Jericho, the 
first great city across the river. 
 In 3:1-6, there is instruction for the priests to carry the ark of the  
covenant before the people, and a warning to the people to stay away. The 
people also leave Shittim and go to the banks of the river in preparation.  

 “Though the lectionary begins with verse 7, the first six verses  
provide a geographical and theological setting. Joshua and the people 
leave Shittim and camp at the Jordan River, before they cross over.  
Geographically, Shittim is only about six miles away from the river, if Abel 
Shittim is the site.  But theologically, there is a more dramatic distance 
between the two. Shittim is where the Israelites were in Numbers 25, 
when so many of them worshiped the foreign god Baal of Peor. At the 
end of the book of Joshua, the people will make a covenant to only wor-
ship the Lord, and leaving Shittim is a start.” (Sara Koenig, Working 
Preacher) 

 Joshua’s leadership unquestioned. 

 There is danger in the power vacuum of Moses’s death. 
  God is going to “exalt [Joshua] in the sight of all Israel, so they may know that I 

will be with you as I was with Moses.” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2214
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2214


 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Joshua 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

J O S H U A  3 : 7 - 1 7   
I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
 Joshua 3-4 has puzzled interpreters for generations. The crossing of the Jordan 
happens at least twice. 
 This is an incredibly important event, “The act of crossing brings Israel from 
promise to fulfillment and changes Israel from a wandering people to a landed  
nation.” (Wesley Study Bible, notes on Joshua 3:1-4:24 p. 266). 
 John Beck’s article in the Quarterly Journal of the Evangelical  
Theological Society 

“Some analysts have concluded that this "doubling back and forth across the 
river" illustrates how these particular chapters are a literary mess, a jumble 
of chronology, geography, and point of view that is the product of a complex 
and disrupted literary history” 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
 

SCRIPTURE  
First Lesson: Joshua 24: 1-3a, 14-25 
Narrator: Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned 
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented  
themselves before God.  And Joshua said to all the people, 
Joshua:   Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve God in sincerity and in  
 faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in 
Egypt, and serve the Lord.   Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the 
River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my  
household, we will serve the Lord. 

People:   Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs 
in our sight. The Lord protected us along all the way that we went, and 
among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out  
before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we 
also will serve the Lord, who is our God. 

Joshua:  You cannot serve the Lord, who is a holy God. The Lord is a jealous God; 
and will not forgive your transgressions or your sins.  If you forsake the Lord and serve 
foreign gods, then God will turn and do you harm, and consume you, in spite of having 
done you good in the past. 

People:  No, we will serve the Lord! 
Joshua:  You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord,  
 People:  We are witnesses. 
Joshua:  Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts 
to the Lord, the God of Israel. 

People:  The Lord our God we will serve and will obey. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=joshua+3:7-17&t=ceb&t2=nrs
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=15&sid=2d9fdc3a-fbd3-43c5-9d2a-6ebc8f91037e%40sessionmgr4006
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=15&sid=2d9fdc3a-fbd3-43c5-9d2a-6ebc8f91037e%40sessionmgr4006


 

 

 

 

Joshua 1: 1-7   Orders from the LORD           Common English Bible 
1 After Moses the Lord’s servant died, the Lord spoke to Joshua, Nun’s son. He had 
been Moses’ helper. 2 “My servant Moses is dead. Now get ready to cross over the 
Jordan with this entire people to the land that I am going to give to the Israelites. 3 I 
am giving you every place where you set foot, exactly as I promised Moses. 4 Your 
territory will stretch from the desert and the Lebanon as far as the great Euphrates 
River, including all Hittite land, up to the Mediterranean Sea on the west. 5 No one will 
be able to stand up against you during your lifetime. I will be with you in the same way 
I was with Moses. I won’t desert you or leave you. 6 Be brave and strong, because you 
are the one who will help this people take possession of the land, which I pledged to 
give to their ancestors. 7 “Be very brave and strong as you carefully obey all of the In-
struction that Moses my servant commanded you. Don’t deviate even a bit from it, 
either to the right or left. Then you will have success wherever you go. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #65, insert)…...………………………..……...………….……..…..………………... 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  

MESSAGE..................................................................……............... Pastor Sommer Bower 
“Hope and Dread”  

OFFERTORY  
Last week in worship we were all given "New Names" in the same tradition of  

Sarai becoming Sarah, Abram becoming Abraham and Saul becoming Paul! How was 
your week with your new name? You are encouraged to write a message about how 

your week was and put it in the offering plate.  
Share the good news about how in Jesus we are new creations! 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Creating God, guide us to put first things first in our lives. Christ our Lord, enable us 

to follow your example. Spirit Alive, shine your light that our choices may be a  
reflection. In our giving, and in our living, May we all be able to proclaim,  

“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God #838, insert).................................................................................. 
  “Standing on the Promises”  

  Verse 1 
*BENEDICTION    
 

*POSTLUDE…………......…..…..…….…….......................................Camron Cummings, pianist 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


