First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

As a small child, Samuel responded to God’s call with a humble invitation: “Speak
Lord, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3: 9-10). This simple response to God’s
voice is one of the touchstone moments in scripture. It models the proper response to
the call of God, a response marked by a teachable willingness to obey the direction
and guidance of the Lord.
As C.S. Lewis once said, each of us will either bend our knee in submission and say
“Thy will be done, Lord,” or we will hear God say to us on the day of judgment,
“Thy will be done.” The story of the first kings of Israel
illustrates this fundamental choice.

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff,
Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

IN-PERSON WORSHIP

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey
Nancy Miller
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry
MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Pat Hill
Lois and Tim Hunter

RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Donald Buffaloe - We extend our condolences to the Buffaloe family with the death
of Donald Buffaloe, brother to Jim Buffaloe, who passed away on Saturday, Oct.23 rd
in a nursing home in North Carolina.
- Margaret “Peggy” Stamey - Pastor Sommer’s grandmother, who was diagnosed
with cancer and is having surgery November 1st in Raleigh, North Carolina.
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you
may be a Facebook friend) Spoken Worldwide.
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Sunday, November 14, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
Chapter 10 in The Story: Hannah, Samuel, Eli

NOVEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
SESSION (Ruling Elders):
Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

Class of 2024
Tom Collins
Carrie Hawkins
Sharon McFarland (clerk)

NOVEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Cynthia Richmond
- GLORIA JOHNSON TURNED 90 YEARS OLD, Monday, November 8th!
- MARCIA SEYMOUR VACATION DAYS, Wednesday, November 10th– Wednesday,
November 17th Sharon Parks will help out in the office as needed.
- COMMUNITY PRAYER AND WORSHIP at Bell Street Park, Sunday, November 14th at
5:00pm
- GSW PRES HOUSE T-SHIRTS - The House Pres House has a beautiful new website and
new t-shirts. Take a minute and go to: www.gswpreshouse.org. Check out the newest
information and good news about the ministry. You can also buy a 2021 Pres House
T-Shirt! When you buy a shirt it provides a shirt for a student. Available in both long
and short sleeve for $25. S-XL short sleeve are $25, 2X-3X short sleeve are $27, and SXL long sleeve are $27. T-Shirts can be purchased at the website under the "give" tab,
or with cash or check (made payable to the Pres House).
- THANKSGIVING MEAL AT THE GSW PRES HOUSE, WED NOV.17TH - Thanksgiving is
right around the corner and in our church we definitely want to give thanks for the
GSW Pres House. So, with Thanksgiving in our hearts we are being cordially asked to
help with a feast on Wed, November 17th from 11am-1pm. Ponder what side dish or
dessert that you want to share and put the date on your calendar!
- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, December 14th 6:00 PM

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

Are you listening this morning to the voice of God?
Samuel had been dedicated to God by his mother Hannah, after she had prayed for a
long time hoping to have a child. Eli the priest was raising Samuel in the temple at
Shiloh. One night, the boy Samuel heard God calling him, but he thought it was Eli, so
he went to Eli and woke him up. But Eli didn’t call for him and told him to go lie back
down. This happens three times before Eli recognizes that Samuel did hear someone, and
it must be God. He instructs Samuel to say, “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening,”
and Samuel obeys. God speaks through Samuel and foretells what is to happen, for Eli’s
own sons serving in the temple are corrupt. God is bringing judgment to Eli’s
household because of it. Though it is harsh, Eli accepts what Samuel has said, trusting
that God is speaking through Samuel, for God said their words would cause the ears of
all who heard it to tingle. God continued to speak through Samuel as he grew up, and all
of Israel knew they could trust Samuel as the prophet of God.
PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, pianist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
Beckoning God,
In the stillness of the night you called Samuel into your service.
Call us into service with a voice we are able to hear,
and give us hearts to come when we are called.
Amen.
*HYMN (Glory to God #667, insert)...................................................................................
“When Morning Gilds the Skies”



“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to
do nothing.” Edmund Burke
 Call is not all about privilege, but about being faithful: speaking truth to
power
Samuel must first speak God’s justice against Eli, his mentor/fatherfigure
MLK Jr. speaking out against racism, but also against the Vietnam
War
Bonhoeffer - hung
Oscar Romero - shot while serving Communion
Ageism
 There are several ageist traps in this passage
1 - Eli is old and needs to get out of the way for Samuel
2 - Samuel is too young to understand that God is talking to him
 While there are elements of truth, it would not serve the pastor to propagate any sort of ageism - rather than dividing this story can instead be used
as a intergenerational bridge - bringing together old and young, those with
experience and those with vision, those who have learned from their mistakes and those who are doomed to repeat them

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
 This is a great story of intergenerational cooperation and faithfulness - how are
we modeling this in the church? How are we encouraging our older members to help
our younger members hear where God is calling them?
 Listen- we need to teach ourselves and the church to listen to what God is saying
to them. Spiritual direction is more about listening than responding.
 How can we share the advice of Eli, “Speak for your servant is listening?”
 What are we doing to encourage people to hear the call of God in their
lives? Is the word and vision of God rare today as it was then? How can we re
-train our ears and eyes to hear and see God?
 Absolution is not simply a let bygones be bygones/forgive and forget ordeal. Eli
receives absolution, but there are consequences to his actions and the actions of
this sons.



The lamp of God had not yet gone out (Alter, Hebrew Bible)
 A lamp which would have been kept burning through the night (like the
eternal flame in some churches), while this could indicate that it was almost
dawn, it could also indicate that while God’s presence was hard to see, God
was still at work in the Israelites and the world.
 Call
 Samuel hears the call but does not understand what it is or who it is from
 Intergenerational- both Eli and Samuel are needed for God’s call to be
heard and responded to. Samuel hears it, but Eli understands it
 Eli’s eyesight might be failing, but his faithful is not - like many of our seniors who continue to live faithful lives
 Eli calls Samuel my son - a sign of his inheritance of Eli’s minister
(especially considering the failure of Eli’s own sons)
 Response
 You servant is listening the response to God’s call is not grand speeches or
marches- it begins with listening
 God is going to make “both ears...tingle” - what does this mean?
Ear of Fear: Cancer, war, death, car accident, financial ruin
Ear of Hope: Children are safe, hungry are fed, earth is restored, loved
ones are well
 Justice - A word of fearful judgment or of forgiving reprieve?
Robert Alter, Hebrew Bible - God’s message to Samuel “not only indicates the overthrow of the priestly authority from the house of Eli and the implicit move to a
different sort of authority...but also [foretells] the rather dour and dire role Samuel
will play as leader.”
 Eli seems almost relieved to hear this message - perhaps the guilt and
waiting for God’s judgement was gnawing at him. Also, perhaps we was
ready to be done (think Simeon from Luke 2) - perhaps he was ready to
know that his priestly and prophetic work was being carried on by another
 What is Eli’s sin? Being passive - not speaking out against his sons’ abuse
of power

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
1 Samuel 1:6-7
6 And because the Lord had kept Hannah from conceiving, her rival would make fun of
her mercilessly, just to bother her. 7 So that is what took place year after year.
Whenever Hannah went to the Lord’s house, Peninnah would make fun of her. Then
she would cry and wouldn’t eat anything.
1 Samuel 1:19-20
19 They got up early the next morning and worshipped the Lord. Then they went back
home to Ramah. Elkanah had sex with his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered
her. 20 So in the course of time, Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named
him Samuel, which means “I asked the Lord for him.”
1 Samuel 1:26-28
26 “Excuse me, sir!” Hannah said. “As surely as you live, sir, I am the woman who stood
here next to you, praying to the Lord. 27 I prayed for this boy, and the Lord gave me
what I asked from him. 28 So now I give this boy back to the Lord. As long as he lives,
he is given to the Lord.”
Then they worshipped there before the Lord.
1 Samuel 9:1-2
1 There was a wealthy man from the tribe of Benjamin named Kish. He was the son of
Abiel son of Zeror son of Becorath son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite. 2 He had a son named
Saul, who was a handsome young man. No one in Israel was more handsome than
Saul, and he stood head and shoulders above everyone else.

1 Samuel 10:23-24
23 They ran and retrieved Saul from there, and when he stood up in the middle of the
people, he was head and shoulders taller than anyone else.
24 “Can you see the one the Lord has chosen?” Samuel asked all the people. “He has
no equal among the people.”
Then the people shouted, “Long live the king!”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

*HYMN (Glory to God #630, insert)…...…………………..……...………….……..…..…………………...
“Fairest Lord Jesus”
(verse 1 & 4)
Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all Nature, O thou of God to earth come down,
Thee will I cherish, thee will I honor, though, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.
Beautiful Savior, Ruler of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine!

Bible Study on Samuel

MESSAGE...............................................................……................. Pastor Sommer Bower
“To be Held Together”
*HYMN (Glory to God #833, insert)...............................................................................
“O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go”
(verse 1 & 2, Glory to God)
O Love that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths in its flow may richer,
fuller be.
O Light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee;
my heart restores its borrowed ray,
that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day may brighter, fairer be.
OFFERTORY

1 SAMUEL 3:1-21

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Strength is commanding the wind and sea to obey,
Strength is wielding a slingshot in the face of a raging giant.
Strength is accepting vulnerability from inside the boat,
Strength is standing in solidarity with the powerless.
Strength is turning a cheek, Strength is loving an enemy.
Strength is giving to something greater than oneself.
We come to worship a God who redefines our vision of strength. Amen.

INITIAL THOUGHTS
 “Here I am Lord” based on this text and Isaiah 6
 Read it all!
 This is about both the beginning and ending of a call
 v.1-10 are about responding to being called
 v.11-20 are about trusting in God

*HYMN (Glory to God #475, insert).................................................................................
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE…………......…..…..…….……......................................Camron Cummings, pianist

BIBLE STUDY
 The Word of the Lord was rare and visions were not widespread...sound
familiar?
 Eli’s sons were taking the best parts of the sacrificed meat without
waiting for the fat to burn off. Oh and they were having sex with women
who want to pray. Is God wrong to reject them? I think not.
 “The vision of the Lord was not spread about” - indication that Eli’s
leadership was failing, his vision both physically and spiritually is failing

Cast of Biblical Characters
Agag ~ King of the Amalekites; spared by Saul though God had commanded Saul to
devote all the Amalekite nation to destruction; slaughtered by Samuel; name means
“roof, upper floor.”
Eli ~ Pries of the Lord at Shiloh; mentor to Samuel; father of Hophni and Phinehas,
two unworthy religious leaders; died when he learned the ark of the covenant had
been stolen by the Philistines; name means “the offering, lifting up.”
Elkanah ~ Husband of Hannah and Peninnah; father of Samuel, the last judge in Israel; appears to be a man of some prominence; name means “God the zealous” or “the
zeal of God.”
Hannah ~ Wife of Elkanah; after praying earnestly, receives a promised son; Samuel’s
mother; name means “gracious, merciful, one who gives.”
Hophni and Phinehas ~ Eli’s sons; priests and scoundrels; eventually killed in battle
with the Philistines
Joel and Abijah ~ Sons of Samuel; wicked priests

Jonathan ~ Son of Saul; loyal friend of David; name means “given of God.”
Kish ~ The son of Abiel, of the tribe of Benjamin; father of Saul, the first king of Israel;
“a man of standing” from the tribe of Benjamin; name means “hard, difficult.”
Nahash ~ King of Ammon; besieged Jabesh Gilead and offered them peace in exchange for one eye from each person in the city; army decimated Saul’s army; name
means “snake, serpent.”
Peninnah ~ Elkanah’s second wife; tormented Hannah over her barrenness; name
means “pearl.”
Samuel ~ A prophet and final judge of Israel; son of Elkanah and Hannah; dedicated
to the Lord from before his conception; raised in the temple from a young age; anointed King Saul, then King David, to be kings of Israel; name means “God hears,” recalling
he was the answer to his mother’s prayers.
Saul ~ First king of Israel; began his rule in apparent humility and ended in madness;
in between, proved again and again that human kings are no substitute for the Lord;
died by his own hand in battle with the Philistines; name means “demanded.”

