NOVEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
SESSION (Ruling Elders):
Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

Class of 2024
Tom Collins
Carrie Hawkins
Sharon McFarland (clerk)

NOVEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Cynthia Richmond
- GLORIA JOHNSON TURNED 90 YEARS OLD, Monday, November 8th!
- MARCIA SEYMOUR VACATION DAYS, Wednesday, November 10th– Wednesday,
November 17th Sharon Parks will help out in the office as needed.
-THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS - Thursday and Friday, November 25 and 26, the
church office will be closed for Thanksgiving.
-HANDBELL CHOIR—The handbell choir, with Director Cynthia Richmond, are pulling
out the bells and special gloves to get ready for Christmas! Practice will begin after
worship on Sunday, November 21st and will be on most Sundays after worship
until Dec.19th. Interested in joining?!? Connect with Cynthia Richmond
(229-942-6547/cynchj5@gmail.com) for more information!
-HANGING OF THE GREENS -Thursday, December 2, at 12 noon. Join us in decorating
the sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas season.
- GSW PRES HOUSE T-SHIRTS - The House Pres House has a beautiful new website
and new t-shirts. Take a minute and go to: www.gswpreshouse.org. Check out the
newest information and good news about the ministry. You can also buy a 2021 Pres
House
T-Shirt! When you buy a shirt it provides a shirt for a student. Available in both long
and short sleeve for $25. S-XL short sleeve are $25, 2X-3X short sleeve are $27, and SXL long sleeve are $27. T-Shirts can be purchased at the website under the "give" tab,
or with cash or check (made payable to the Pres House).
- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, December 14th 6:00 PM

“Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?”
David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine;
your servant will go and fight him.”
Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against the Philistine and fight him;
you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”
But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came
and carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth.
When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion
and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of
the living God. The LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue
me from the hand of the Philistine.”

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff,
Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

IN-PERSON WORSHIP

RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey
Nancy Miller
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry
MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Lois and Tim Hunter
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Donald Buffaloe - We extend our condolences to the Buffaloe family with the death
of Donald Buffaloe, brother to Jim Buffaloe, who passed away on Saturday, Oct.23 rd
in a nursing home in North Carolina.
- Margaret “Peggy” Stamey - Pastor Sommer’s grandmother, who was diagnosed
with cancer and is having surgery November 1st in Raleigh, North Carolina.
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you
may be a Facebook friend) Spoken Worldwide.
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Sunday, November 21, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
Chapter 11 in The Story: From Shepherd to King

For the rest of David’s life, when he is acting as a shepherd, he is doing
well He gets into trouble when he forgets his roots - the shepherd tending
the flocks.
God’s choosing of David does not have immediate effect. It is almost forgotten in ensuing stories, yet it is the lens through which we see the rest
of the saga/struggle between David and Saul. From this point on, God is
with David, and not with Saul.
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

Pray for a clean heart this morning in worship
God of strength,
In David you chose a king with a big heart.

- What does it mean to worship a

Create clean and willing hearts in us,

regretful God? Not even sure what else to say, I just think the question itself is so profound, it must be pondered.

and choose us to do your work. Amen.
PRELUDE



What can we learn of God who regrets? God moves onto the next
thing. There may be a time for regret, but then God moves swiftly and decisively to a new thing. God regretted Saul, so God is intentional not to
make the same mistake (outward appearance doesn’t matter). When we
fail, how much to do we dwell in regret and grief? The next thing is all that
matters, with a simple lesson from the last thing to go with us.
God judges the heart. There is nothing about David that suggests he
should be King. He is a shepherd boy, ignored even by his own family, yet
it is upon David that God builds the Kingdom. This is especially good news
for those who are not ‘credentialed.’ Those that have no business changing the world are the ones God usually choose to do just that.

Camron Cummings, pianist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
But the Lord said to Samuel,
“Do not consider how handsome or tall he is. I have not chosen him.
I do not look at the things people look at.
Man looks at how someone appears on the outside.
But I look at what is in the heart.”
No one saw what God saw.
David’s father saw his baby boy.
David’s brothers saw a younger sibling.
The townspeople saw an insignificant shepherd.
But God saw a king.
*HYMN (Glory to God # 10, insert )
“Sing Glory to the Name of God”

1 Samuel 16:7

 David
 The most important figure in the nation of Israel. The turning point in

the story - moving from Law and Patriarchs into Kings and Prophets.
 The promise made to David is eternal and endures. The Kingship of Da-

vid is unquestioned - and it is the House of David upon which Jesus builds
his kingdom.
 When we meet David, he is an afterthought. Not first born - not even in-

cluded in the “Parade of Brothers.”
 First born is Eliab, who makes a good impression on Samuel. God’s re-

sponse “"Have no regard for his appearance or stature, because I haven't
selected him. God doesn't look at things like humans do. Humans see only
what is visible to the eyes, but the L ORD sees into the heart."

“Samuel is poised to repeat his error in being impressed by the
‘appearance’ and ‘lofty stature’ of Jesse's firstborn. This whole story is also
a heightened and stylized playing out of the theme of the reversal of primogeniture that dominates Genesis. Instead of an elder and a younger son,
Jesse has the formulaic seven sons, plus an eighth, the youngest of all, who
will be chosen.” (Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible: The Prophets, p. 240)
 Yet when we are introduced to David, the narrator can’t help but men-

tion David’s looks.
 David is tending the flocks.
 Not even considered an option (like Cinderella among her sisters)

“The tending of flocks will have a symbolic implication for the future leader
of Israel.” (Alter, p. 241)

 Both times that Saul fails, it is for capitulating to the pressures of his sol-

diers instead of listening to God (through Samuel). He is impatient and does
not trust God’s word. First his dynasty is cut off. Then he is utterly replaced
(though not without intrigue and bloodshed)
 Grief and Regret
 Samuel is grieved over Saul and the broken relationship.
 Grief over the broken relationship or grief that he picked Saul in the first

place?
 Even God regrets making Saul king.
 If God can regret, what does that mean for the omnipotence of God?

What does it mean about the nature of the future? If God knows all - even
the future, how can God regret an action from the past?
 God regrets God’s own action.
 Samuel grieves for Saul’s lack of faith.
 God pushes Samuel to move forward. There is a time for grief and regret,

but God pushes Samuel to the next thing, and doesn’t allow him to wallow in
grief and regret.
 Saul is no longer of concern to God, but is of concern to Samuel.
 Anointing a new king while there is a king is dangerous business.
 God provides a cover story for Samuel, confident that the next thing is all

that matters.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
1 Samuel 17: 1-11
Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah.
They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. 2 Saul and the
Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line
to meet the Philistines. 3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another,
with the valley between them.4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath,
came out of the Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and a span.[a]
5

He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze
weighing five thousand shekels[b]; 6 on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze
javelin was slung on his back. 7 His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron
point weighed six hundred shekels.[c] His shield bearer went ahead of him. 8 Goliath
stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for
battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and
have him come down to me.

9

If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him
and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.” 10 Then the Philistine said,
“This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.” 11 On
hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.

Bible Study on King David

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
*HYMN (Glory to God #187 Verses 1 & 3}
“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Savior, like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care
In your pleasant pastures feed us; for our use your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us we are yours.

1 SAMUEL 16:1-13
INITIAL THOUGHTS

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us we are yours.

You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be.

2 Cor. - Faith not sight. 1 Samuel - Heart, not sight.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you.

This week and next week can be thought of as “The Rise of David.” Here is
his introduction - an afterthought; an insignificant shepherd. but defeats
Goliath and rises to prominence.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you.

BIBLE STUDY

You have mercy to relieve us; grace to cleanse, and power to free.

MESSAGE.......................................................................…............ Pastor Sommer Bower
“A Man after God’s own Heart”



the monarchy of Saul…bombshell verse: “The Lord regretted making
Saul king over Israel.”
 Saul, the king that the people demanded, did exactly what God warned

*HYMN (Glory to God #422, insert)...............................................................................
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and up hold me with your free Spirit.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

he would do - taxed, and drafted soldiers.
 Lost favor first in ch 13 after he gave burnt offerings when he worried

about Samuel’s late arrival. Here, his dynasty was cut off.
 Saul lost favor with God in chap 15 after giving in to the demands of his

army, who wanted the spoils of war. Here, God decides he needs a new
King.

Cast of Biblical Characters
Abinadab ~ A Levite who kept the ark of the covenant for twenty years; name means “father
of a vow.”
Abinadab ~ Second son of Jesse; brother of David.
Ahio ~ Son of Abinadab, the Levite who kept the ark for twenty years; name means “his
brother.”
David ~ Great-grandson of Boaz and Ruth; anointed second king of Israel by Samuel
Eliab ~ Oldest son of Jesse; name means “God is father.”
Goliath ~ Philistine warrior; a giant; killed by David after challenging Israel to provide a soldier for single combat to determine the outcome of battle.
Ish-Bosheth ~ youngest son of Saul; disabled by a severe fall as a young child; brought into
David’s household and given a favored place; name means “a man of shame.”
Jesse ~Grandson of Boaz & Ruth; David’s father; means “God exists.”
Jonathan ~ Son of Saul; David’s closest friend; killed in battle with the Philistines; name means
“given of God.”

Malki-Shua ~ Third son of Saul; name means “king of health.”
Michal ~ Daughter of Saul; David’s first wife; remained without children after mocking David’s
exuberant worship; name means “Who is perfect?”
Nathan ~ Prophet and adviser in Israel under David’s rule; name means “given, rewarded.”
Obed-Edom ~ Kept the ark of the covenant for three months after Uzzah was struck down by
God; name means “servant of Edom”
Samuel ~ Son of Elkanah and Hannah; miraculously conceived in response to Hannah’s fervent prayers; raised by Eli the Priest; Israel’s last judge; anointed Saul as Israel’s first king and
David as Saul’s successor; name means “God hears” or asked of God.”
Saul ~ Son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin; father of Jonathan; anointed Israel’s first king by
Samuel; a successful military leader against the Philistines; following several acts of pride, lost
the kingdom; committed suicide on the battlefield; name mean “asked.”
Shammah ~ Son of Jesse; brother of David
Uzzah ~ Son of Abinadab, the Levite who kept the ark for twenty years; struck down my God
when he reached out his hand to steady the ark of the covenant; name means “strength.”

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN (Glory to God #612, insert)...................................................................
“We Praise You O God ”

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE…………......…..…..…….…….....................................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

