WAYS TO WORSHIP:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

Have mercy on me, O God,
According to your unfailing love;
According to your great compassion
Blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity
And cleanse me from my sin.

First Sunday in Advent

PRAYER LIST

Sunday, November 28, 2021
11:00 a.m.
Gathering Prayer for the First Sunday of Advent
God of Advent, Coming into View, You are like the sun just before dawn, when twilight
is fading. You are like the first star at night before all the stars blaze into glory. You are
the moon rising, and the new moon, about to be born. We see everything differently by
Your light and Your darkness. May the wonder and surprise of this season take root in
us, though we know the old story. May we be caught up in the excitement and joy even
when we repeat old traditions. May we be inspired by You, O God, even as the seasons
turn as they always do—for they turn in a new way in this new year.
Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Amen.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
The angel said to Mary,
“The Lord is with you.
“Do not be afraid,
“For nothing is impossible with God.”
Mary said to the angel,
“Here I am, the servant of God,
“May it be with me,
According to the word of God.”

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower
(from Luke 1:28, 30, 37-28)

*HYMN (Blue Hymnal #2 insert)........................................................................................
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”

We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff,
Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:
MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey
Nancy Miller
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry
MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Lily Ingle
Gloria Johnson
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Basil Miles, brother of Gloria Johnson passed away after a long illness,
on Thursday, November 18, 2021
Condolences may be sent to:
Gloria Johnson
225 Taylor St.
Americus, GA 31709
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you
may be a Facebook friend) Spoken Worldwide.
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
SESSION (Ruling Elders):
Class of 2022
Class of 2023
Class of 2024
Jim Buffaloe
Meda Krenson
Tom Collins
Cynthia Richmond
Sharon Parks
Carrie Hawkins
Earl Williams
Joy Thompson
Sharon McFarland (clerk)
NOVEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Cynthia Richmond
DECEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Meda Krenson
- HANDBELL CHOIR—The handbell choir, with Director Cynthia Richmond, are pulling
out the bells and special gloves to get ready for Christmas! Interested in joining?!?
Connect with Cynthia Richmond (229-942-6547/cynchj5@gmail.com) for more
information!
- HANGING OF THE GREENS -Thursday, December 2, at 12 noon. Join us in decorating
the sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas season.
- MARCIA SEYMOUR - OUT OF OFFICE - Friday, December 3rd to attend funeral of
her uncle who recently passed away.
- GSW PRES HOUSE T-SHIRTS - The House Pres House has a beautiful new website
and new t-shirts. Take a minute and go to: www.gswpreshouse.org. Check out the
newest information and good news about the ministry.
- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, December 14th 6:00 PM
- HANDBELLS PERFORMANCE - Sunday, December 19th during worship and COOKIES
AND COCOA - Sunday, December 19th following worship
- CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE - Friday, December 24th at 5:30 pm
- PASTOR SOMMER VACATION DAY - Sunday, December 26th
Work’s Cited
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605
~Advent Article adapted from an article by Rev. Mindi and rev-o-lution.org

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
51 Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love!
Wipe away my wrongdoings according to your great compassion!
2 Wash me completely clean of my guilt;
purify me from my sin!
3 Because I know my wrongdoings,
my sin is always right in front of me.
4 I’ve sinned against you—you alone.
I’ve committed evil in your sight.
That’s why you are justified when you render your verdict,
completely correct when you issue your judgment.
5 Yes, I was born in guilt, in sin,
from the moment my mother conceived me.
6 And yes, you want truth in the most hidden places;
you teach me wisdom in the most secret space.
7 Purify me with hyssop and I will be clean;
wash me and I will be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and celebration again;
let the bones you crushed rejoice once more.
9 Hide your face from my sins;
wipe away all my guilty deeds!
10 Create a clean heart for me, God;
put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me!
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: HOPE
Prepare the way of the lord.
We light this candle in hope,
The hope of our coming, Savior, Jesus.
Prepare, then, the way of the Lord.

Psalm 51: 1-10

Some wreaths also have a fifth, white candle, which is the Christ candle, lit on
Christmas Eve. Christmas Eve is the end of Advent, and has always been my favorite
day. Before the explosion of presents. Before all the decadence. It is a holy, special
night, when all the candles are lit, when everything is ready.
Because that’s what Advent is about theologically—it is the season of preparation,
waiting for Christ to enter our world and our lives in a new way. While we re-enact
the Nativity story at Christmas every year, Advent reminds us that the world is still
changing, that God is still doing something new in us and around us—and we are to
be ready.
And practically, Advent practices developed and took hold in northern Europe,
because it’s really cold and dark this time of year. Pagan traditions were also incorporated, such as holly boughs and evergreen trees for decorations, warm drinks and
good food.
Isn’t that amazing?
This year, November 28th, is the first Sunday of Advent. It also happens to be the first
night of Hanukkah. That means on December 5th, when we light our second candle,
our Jewish neighbors will light their last candle. The entire first week of Advent, we
are sharing light as neighbors with roots. We are lighting candles in the darkest time
of the year. I know many of my Jewish friends have a practice of using no technology
while the candles are lit, and some of my Christian friends have taken on a similar
practice when lighting the Advent candles, to enjoy the beauty of the light itself.
Happy Advent. May you find meaning and joy in this season of light.

A Lesson on the incredible season
of Advent

Dear Christians,
The days are growing shorter, the nights are long and dark. As we near winter solstice
and Christmas, we will begin putting up lights and lighting candles and singing songs.
In the season of advent, we light candles in the darkness.
Advent is the season that begins four Sundays before Christmas (older traditions
have it starting seven Sundays before). Originally, it was a season of fasting and
prayer, mirroring Lent. In later years, Advent turned into a more cozy preparation
time. It’s a time to ready your home for an anticipated guest. It even has its own
carols, separate from Christmas, and newer Advent carols have been written in
recent years.
This is also the time of year to BAKE! While Advent began as a time of fasting, in the
year 1490, Pope Innocent VIII granted the residents of Dresden, Germany the right to
use butter during Advent. I first learned this fact not in seminary but from the Great
British Baking Show. This is why we have such rich traditions of breads and cookies
and all sorts of yummy treats.
Other ways of observing Advent include Advent calendars. However, the point isn’t
to hurry through Advent to get to Christmas. It’s the exact opposite: Advent is the
time to get cozy in your waiting and let the world slow down around you.
Each Sunday we light a candle in an Advent wreath. Purple is the liturgical color of
this season (not red and green!). There are three purple candles and one pink candle
in the wreath. The pink candle is for the third Sunday, called Gaudete Sunday, which
means “rejoice” in Latin. It was a way of breaking up the fasting in Advent—on
Gaudete Sunday, you could have your butter and sugar and all your yummies. It also
reminded us that Christmas was drawing near.

*HYMN (Glory to God #88)……………………………………………………………………………………….…..
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

2 Samuel 12: 1-10
12 So the Lord sent Nathan to David. When Nathan arrived he said, “There were two
men in the same city, one rich, one poor. 2 The rich man had a lot of sheep and
cattle, 3 but the poor man had nothing—just one small ewe lamb that he had bought.
He raised that lamb, and it grew up with him and his children. It would eat from his
food and drink from his cup—even sleep in his arms! It was like a daughter to him.
4 “Now a traveler came to visit the rich man, but he wasn’t willing to take anything
from his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had arrived. Instead, he took
the poor man’s ewe lamb and prepared it for the visitor.”
5 David got very angry at the man, and he said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives,
the one who did this is demonic! 6 He must restore the ewe lamb seven times
over because he did this and because he had no compassion.”
7 “You are that man!” Nathan told David. “This is what the Lord God of Israel says: I
anointed you king over Israel and delivered you from Saul’s power. 8 I gave your
master’s house to you, and gave his wives into your embrace. I gave you the house of
Israel and Judah. If that was too little, I would have given even more. 9 Why have you
despised the Lord’s word by doing what is evil in his eyes? You have struck down
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and taken his wife as your own. You used the Ammonites to kill him. 10 Because of that, because you despised me and took the wife of
Uriah the Hittite as your own, the sword will never leave your own house.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

CAST OF BIBLICAL CHARACTERS
Abishai ~ Son of Zeruiah, David’s sister; helped command David’s army;
name means “the present of my father.”
Absalom ~ Third son of David and Maachah; tried to remove and replace
his father as king; killed by Joab; name means “father of peace.”
Bathsheba ~ Wife of Uriah the Hittite; married David and gave birth to
Solomon; an ancestor of Jesus; name means “the seventh daughter.”
Ittai ~ A commander in David’s army.
Jedidiah ~ A name given to Solomon by Nathan; means “beloved of the
Lord.”
Jehiel ~ Helped collect and safeguard treasures given for the building of
the temple.

Joab ~ Son of Zeruiah, David’s sister; commander in David’s army; helped
cover up David’s adulterous relationship with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah;
killed David’s son Absalom; name means “paternity.”
Nathan ~ Prophet and adviser in Israel under David’s rule; called David to
account for his adultery with Bathsheba; name means “given, rewarded.”
Solomon ~ Son of David and Bathsheba; followed David as king; name
means “peaceable, perfect, one who recompenses.”

Uriah ~ A Hittite; husband of Bathsheba; a soldier in David’s army
murdered by David’s order to cover up David’s adultery.

MESSAGE........................................................................…............ Pastor Sommer Bower
“To Say, I Was Wrong”
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)…………………………………………………………………………………...
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN (Glory to God #128, insert)...................................................................................
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
V

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…................................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP

