PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff,
Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey
Nancy Miller
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry
MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Mary Mackey
Tom and Sharon McFarland
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Basil Miles, brother of Gloria Johnson passed away after a long illness,
on Thursday, November 18, 2021
Condolences may be sent to:
Gloria Johnson
225 Taylor St.
Americus, GA 31709
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you
may be a Facebook friend) Spoken Worldwide.
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Solomon’s name is synonymous with wisdom, in part due to the collection
of his sayings contained in the famous book of Proverbs.
Touching on many life issues, these catchy couplets offer practical insight
into what it means to fear God, to have God-honoring relationships
and how to wisely handle finances, work and life.
One of Solomon's famous proverbs proclaims, "Let love and faithfulness
never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of
your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of
God and man."

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

DECEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
SESSION (Ruling Elders):
Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

Class of 2024
Tom Collins
Carrie Hawkins
Sharon McFarland (clerk)

DECEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Meda Krenson

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

- HANDBELL CHOIR—The handbell choir, with Director Cynthia Richmond, are pulling
out the bells and special gloves to get ready for Christmas! Interested in joining?!?
Connect with Cynthia Richmond (229-942-6547/cynchj5@gmail.com) for more
information!
- HANGING OF THE GREENS -Thursday, December 2, at 12 noon. Join us in decorating
the sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas season.
- MARCIA SEYMOUR - OUT OF OFFICE - Friday, December 3rd to attend funeral of
her uncle who recently passed away.
- GSW PRES HOUSE T-SHIRTS - The House Pres House has a beautiful new website
and new t-shirts. Take a minute and go to: www.gswpreshouse.org. Check out the
newest information and good news about the ministry.
- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, December 14th 6:00 PM
- HANDBELLS PERFORMANCE - Sunday, December 19th during worship and COOKIES
AND COCOA - Sunday, December 19th following worship
- CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE - Friday, December 24th at 5:30 pm
- PASTOR SOMMER AND CAMRON CUMMINGS VACATION DAY - Sunday, December
26th Gary Cullison will be preaching and Joy Thompson will be playing the piano.

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/
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Second Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 5, 2021
11:00 a.m.
Centering Prayer before Worship

Generous God, you gave your servant Solomon wisdom so that he might
govern your people well. Grant us your wisdom, so that we might perform
our life’s duties with gratitude and wisdom. We pray these things in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PRELUDE

The temple was finished in 960 BC, having taken seven years to build.
Though Solomon at this time thought enough of his god Yahweh to build
this magnificent temple in his honor, in later life he worshipped the
Phoenician gods instead.

All the contents of the temple were taken off as loot when Judah was
conquered by the Babylonians in the 6th century BC. The Persians, whose
empire succeeded that of the Babylonians, restored some of the
treasures:
Solomon’s temple was completely destroyed in 587 BC by the
Babylonians when they captured Jerusalem. When the Persian Empire
took over from the Babylonian Empire, King Cyrus allowed the Hebrews
to return to Jerusalem and build a second temple on the site of the first.
King Herod the Great, who ruled from 37-4 BC, restored the second
temple.

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
Our God who breathed starts into the dark – He breathed Bethlehem’s Star, then He
became a Baby with lungs and breathed in stable air.
And now Jesus comes to be God with us, God in us,
and God makes you to be a very real miraculous candle,
a little light of joy and hope and love in the dark wherever you go.
As the Prophet Isaiah proclaimed, “the people who walk in darkness will see a great
light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine…For a child is born
to us, a son is give to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be
called: Wonderful Counselor, Might God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His government and its peace will never end.”
The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will
make this happen!
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #133 insert)......................................................................
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Solomon’s Temple

Solomon’s Temple, from templemount.org

The temple, constructed by Solomon, was one of the wonders of the
world. It was truly incredible. The inner room, called the Holy of Holies,
was 9 meters long and 9 meters wide, which was the full width of the
temple. Over 20 tons of gold were used to cover the walls of the Holy of
Holies. 570 grammes of gold were used for making nails, and the walls of
the upper rooms were also covered in gold. The king also ordered his
workers to make two winged creatures out of metal, cover them with gold,
and place them in the Holy of Holies, where they stood side by side facing
the entrance. Each had two wings, each wing 2.2. meters long, which were
spread out so that they touched each other in the center of the room and
reached the wall on either side of the room, stretching across the full
width of about 9 meters. (2 Chronicles 3:3-13)

CAST OF BIBLICAL CHARACTERS
Abishag ~ A beautiful Shunammite woman who attended King David in his
old age.
Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun ~ Levite musicians; played at the consecration of
the temple.

Bathsheba ~ Wife of David; mother of Solomon.
Hiram ~ King of Tyre
Pharaoh ~ Probably Siamun, Pparaoh during the Twenty-first dynasty.
Queen of Sheba ~ Probably from the region near Yemen, at the western
edge of Arabia; oversaw a tribal kingdom.
Solomon ~ Son of David and Bathsheba; followed David as king;
responsible for building Israel’s first temple; writer of many proverbs,
poems, and philosophical reflections; acquired great power and wealth;
ultimately led astray when he chooses to marry many foreign wives.

SCRIPTURE
1 Kings 3: 4-9, 16-28
4 The king went to the great shrine at Gibeon in order to sacrifice there. He used to
offer a thousand entirely burned offerings on that altar. 5 The Lord appeared to Solomon at Gibeon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask whatever you wish, and I’ll give it to
you.”6 Solomon responded, “You showed so much kindness to your servant my father
David when he walked before you in truth, righteousness, and with a heart true to you.
You’ve kept this great loyalty and kindness for him and have now given him a son to sit
on his throne. 7 And now, Lord my God, you have made me, your servant, king in my
father David’s place. But I’m young and inexperienced. I know next to nothing. 8 But
I’m here, your servant, in the middle of the people you have chosen, a large population
that can’t be numbered or counted due to its vast size. 9 Please give your servant a
discerning mind in order to govern your people and to distinguish good from evil,
because no one is able to govern this important people of yours without your help.”
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING WEEK 2: PEACE
One: We often think of Advent as a season of contemplation and preparation. We
struggle in the busyness of all the activity to find a much-desired peace. We often feel
like we are pursuing something more perfect and more wonderful year after year.
What if we stood still for a moment and realized it is Christ who is pursuing us? How
does that change the way we think about our relationship with our Savior? Maybe that
is the surprise that awaits us in the blessed peace we find in the season of Advent the
Christ child is waiting there to greet us.
One: So...slow down, wake up and greet the Prince of Peace
All: Peace seems elusive in this world...not just war and discord around the globe
but in our lives.
One: The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together and a little child shall lead them.
All: We shall pursue peace on this day with the confidence that our Lord desires
this for us
One: We light the second candle of peace.
One: Let us pray
All: Holy God, we have forgotten what it is to be at peace. As we eagerly
anticipate the birth of your Son, prepare our hearts to be transformed. We need
you to pursue us in the busyness of our days and grant us the beautiful respite of
peace.
Our world desperately needs it. We desperately need it. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI (Glory to God #606)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #93)…………......................................................................
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………………………………………...
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

COMMUNION
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The
communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. You are
invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will bring
elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to participate
in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and thanksgiving to God
for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living presence of Jesus,
crucified and risen.
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #136, insert)....................................................................
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
V

*BENEDICTION
Praise be to the Lord, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised.
Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses.
May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our ancestors; may he never leave us
nor forsake us. May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in obedience to him and keep
the commands, decrees and laws he gave our ancestors. And may your hearts be
fully committed to the Lord our God, to live by his decrees and
obey his commands, as at this time."
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…................................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP

1 Kings 3: 16-28
16 Sometime later, two prostitutes came and stood before the king. 17 One of them
said, “Please, Your Majesty, listen: This woman and I have been living in the same
house. I gave birth while she was there. 18 This woman gave birth three days after I
did. We stayed together. Apart from the two of us, there was no one else in the
house. 19 This woman’s son died one night when she rolled over him. 20 She got up
in the middle of the night and took my son from my side while I was asleep. She laid
him on her chest and laid her dead son on mine. 21 When I got up in the morning to
nurse my son, he was dead! But when I looked more closely in the daylight, it turned
out that it wasn’t my son—not the baby I had birthed.”
22 The other woman said, “No! My son is alive! Your son is the dead one.”
But the first woman objected, “No! Your son is dead! My son is alive!” In this way
they argued back and forth in front of the king.
23 The king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and your son is dead.’ The other one
says, ‘No! Your son is dead and my son is alive.’ 24 Get me a sword!” They brought a
sword to the king. 25 Then the king said, “Cut the living child in two! Give half to one
woman and half to the other woman.”

26 Then the woman whose son was still alive said to the king, “Please, Your Majesty,
give her the living child; please don’t kill him,” for she had great love for her son.
But the other woman said, “If I can’t have him, neither will you. Cut the child in half.”
27 Then the king answered, “Give the first woman the living newborn. Don’t kill him.
She is his mother.”
28 All Israel heard about the judgment that the king made. Their respect for the king
grew because they saw that God’s wisdom was in him so he could execute justice.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE..........................................................................................................................
“Started Strong…But Ended up Cooked”
Pastor Sommer Bower

