PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff,
Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey
Nancy Miller
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry
MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Jim and Marilyn Marble
Nancy Miller
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you
may be a Facebook friend) Spoken Worldwide.
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605

The bulletin art was created by a high school student in our presbytery.
Ella Hawkins lives in Macon, GA, is a junior at Mount de Sales Academy, and a
member of Northminster Presbyterian Church. She is involved with her school’s
theatre department, specializing in props, costumes, lights, and sound. She has a
passion for art, particularly for painting, drawing, and collage work. This summer she
spent forty hours creating six collages for the season of Advent. The collages are
primarily made from recycled magazines, but the rest is paper from recycled bulletins
from Presbyterian churches in the Macon-Warner Robins area.

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

DECEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
SESSION (Ruling Elders):
Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

Class of 2024
Tom Collins
Carrie Hawkins
Sharon McFarland (clerk)

DECEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Meda Krenson
- MODERN MYSTICS ~ Our very own Rev. Glenda Hollingshead, pastor at First
(Valdosta), makes the final installment of her mini-retreats, "Modern Mystics for
Today: Evelyn Underhill," on Saturday, December 18th, from 10:00am until 12:30pm
via Zoom. Want to participate? Email Elizabeth Cantrell
(ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org) for the free zoom link.

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

- HOSTING COLLEGE MISSION GROUP ~ Our church will be hosting a group of eleven
college students Dec.12-18 as they work during the day with the Fuller Center. Keep
them in your prayers as they use their hands and feet to do God's work! Questions?
contact Jody Wade (229-591-9277).
- HANDBELL CHOIR ~ The handbell choir, with Director Cynthia Richmond, are pulling
out the bells and special gloves to get ready for Christmas! The group will be practicing on Thursday, Dec.9th at 6:15pm and Sunday, December 12th after worship. Want
to participate? Contact Cynthia Richmond (229-942-6547/cynchj5@gmail.com).
- SESSION MEETING - Tuesday, December 14th 6:00 PM
- HANDBELLS PERFORMANCE - Sunday, December 19th during worship and COOKIES
AND COCOA - Sunday, December 19th following worship
- CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE - Friday, December 24th at 5:30 pm
- PASTOR SOMMER AND CAMRON CUMMINGS VACATION DAY - Sunday, December
26th Gary Cullison will be preaching and Joy Thompson will be playing the piano.

 vv.25-29 Contrast - Jeroboam is VERY unfaithfulWorried about keeping the
center of worship in Jerusalem where Rehoboam is king, he sets up two new worship centers at Bethel in the south ( a little north of Jerusalem) and Dan in the
North (North of the Sea of Galilee). “Jeroboam clearly understands what Josiah in
the seventh century BCE will understand, that possession of a cultic center is also a
claim to centralized political authority. Thus he takes steps to create cultic places
in the north” (Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible, v. II, p. 486)
Build 2 golden calves the emblem of unfaithfulness and declares
these calves are the ones who brought them out of Egypt...setting up
the Northern tribe to be apostates who have violated the laws of God
Solomon and Rehoboam strayed and sinned against God and treated
the people poorly, but at least they didn’t bring back worship of not
one, but 2 Golden calves as well as violating all sorts of Deuteronomistic laws
History repeating itself: “He took the gold from them, formed it in a
mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods,
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”” Exodus 32:4
“It is important for the Deuteronomistic writer to establish that the
first king of Israel… initiated idolatry in his realm, thus setting the stage
for the eventual destruction of the Northern Kingdom.” (Alter, p. 487)
Jeroboam and Rehoboam
Great role reversal - Jeroboam is supposed to be King (1 Kings 11) but
end sup fleeing for his life and Rehoboam is crowned King, but then
Jeroboam returns and Rehoboam flees for his life while Jeroboam is
crowned king
THOUGHTS
Neither group dare forget that, in the final analysis, God’s sovereign will is being
worked out in these historical struggles (v. 15).” Nelson, Interpretation: 1 and 2
Kings There is much that can be explored in these stories about systems - family
systems, political systems, institutional systems, and theological systems. Systems
Theory suggests that the way a system is set up is going to have long-lasting repercussions. The Unified Kingdom fell apart because of David’s failures, even though it
was unified when he died. The Northern Kingdom was doomed to fail by its very
creation. Patterns created by the founders of a system are often repeated. Churches clearly are systems, and are affected not only by today’s leaders, but by the
system that was put in place before the current leaders arrived.

Third Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 12, 2021
11:00 a.m.
Hope-filled Disciples
God of hope, we come to you in the midst of a world fraught with troubles.
Although the darkness is powerful, open our eyes, Lord, to the light of your presence.
Give us faith to stand against the voices of division and violence. Through your Spirit
remake us into hope-filled disciples, discovering lives attune to your wonder,
and sparking in others a desire to know you more.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
Friends, anytime we gather together to worship God,
we are here in God’s presence.
So may we recognize that gift, and in doing so, may we sow joy.
Let us worship Holy God.
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #363, insert).....................................................................
“Rejoice, the Lord is King!”



He must be a servant in order to be served - sounds familiar
Rehoboam asks the old men- how he should respond and they say “to
speak with good words” which is the language of covenants and treaties - it affirms the relationship (Nelson, Interpretation: 1 and 2 Kings)
Young men
Rehoboam asks what he should say (not how he should respond) and
he unites himself with the young advisors saying, “what should we
answer..”
The answers are stupid rhyming slogans which are both sadistic
(scorpions) and obscene (little finger comment actually refers to penis
size)
“Leaders always need wisdom from people more experienced in the
community, as well as from God. When leaders only listen to those
who say what they want to hear, those who are too timid to speak the
truth, or those without maturity and wisdom, they will soon find
vultures hanging about their doors, waiting to devour the
spoils” (Africa Study Bible, notes page 497)
The rhyming slogan of the young advisors are responded to in a
poetic response from the 10 tribes in v. 16
The line of David has broken covenant with them and they no longer
share in David’s inheritance
To your tents is a call back to a time before the building of cities and
the unification of the 12 tribes as a single kingdom
Look to your own house is both call to the King to mind his own
business and also a call for the King to care for his own massive infrastructure which his father built and now he and the southern tribes
must care for
vv. 18-24 Rehoboam flees and find faith
When the Israelites rise up against the Slave master, Rehoboam flees south
to Jerusalem
There he summons the armies of the southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin, presumably to attack the northern tribes, but God, through Shemaiah,
tells him not to take arms against the northern tribes.
Rehoboam “heeded the word of the LORD” - this is important - finally the
king is faithful

 We cannot tell today’s story without telling Solomon’s story - specifically look at
1 Kings 9
 God renews his promise to David through Solomon - IF - Solomon will keep
God's statutes and worship only God (9:1-5)
 BUT - if they do not worship God alone and follow God’s statues, then they
will be cast out of the land and the temple will be come a ruin to warn all
others what happened when Israel had “forsaken the LORD their God, who
brought their ancestors out of the land of Egypt.”
 v. 10 makes is clear that Solomon built 2 houses - one for God and one for
himself - this is the beginning of Solomon’s downfall - Solomon’s first false
God is himself - is Solomon.
 In order to preserve his power Solomon enslaves the non-Israelites to build
the Temple and his palace and the rest of his Kingdom...just like Pharoah.
Solomon’s power has corrupted him fully
BIBLE STUDY
 Jeroboam
 Read 1 Kings 11:26-40
 Jeroboam was in charge of the slaves who rebuilt the wall of David
 Jeroboam hears from the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite who tells him he, Jeroboam, will be king of the Northern 10 tribes because Solomon has been unfaithful
 Solomon somehow hears about this and want to kill Jeroboam - Jeroboam
flees to Egypt until Solomon dies
 Rehoboam is Solomon’s son
 Coronated at Shechem which is modern day Nablus in the northern West
Bank
 The Fall of the Kingdom
 God’s plan- as outlined in 1 Kings 11
 Also Rehoboam’s foolishness
 The Northern Tribes request
 Reasonable and patient request (v. 4 and 9) of the Northern tribes who
have been oppressed by Solomon
 Older men according to the Hebrew syntax in v.6, stood up to Solomon
(Richard Nelson, Interpretation: 1 and 2 Kings) also push back on Rehoboam
beseeching his to be a servant to the people - calls back to David and kings as
Shepherds of the people.

SCRIPTURE
I Kings 11: 42-43, I Kings 12: 1-11, 16
42 The amount of time Solomon ruled over all Israel in Jerusalem was forty
years. 43 Then Solomon lay down with his ancestors. He was buried in his father
David’s City, and Rehoboam his son succeeded him as king.
12 Rehoboam went to Shechem where all Israel had come to make him king. 2 When
Jeroboam, Nebat’s son, heard the news, he returned from Egypt where he had fled
from King Solomon. 3 The people sent and called for Jeroboam, who along with the
entire Israelite assembly went and said to Rehoboam, 4 “Your father made our workload very hard for us. If you will lessen the demands your father made of us and lighten the heavy workload he demanded from us, then we will serve you.”
5 He answered them, “Come back in three days.” So the people left.
6 King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father Solomon when he
was alive. “What do you advise?” Rehoboam asked. “How should I respond to these
people?”7 “If you will be a servant to this people by answering them and speaking
good words today,” they replied, “then they will be your servants forever.”
8 But Rehoboam ignored the advice the elders gave him and instead sought the
counsel of the young advisors who had grown up with him and now served
him. 9 “What do you advise?” he asked them. “How should we respond to these
people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the workload your father demanded of us’?”
10 The young people who had grown up with him said to him, “This people said to you,
‘Your father made our workload heavy; lighten it for us!’ Now this is what you should
say to them: ‘My baby finger is thicker than my father’s loins! 11 So if my father made
your workload heavy, I’ll make it even heavier! If my father disciplined you with whips,
I’ll do it with scorpions!’”
16 When all Israel saw that the king wouldn’t listen to them, the people answered the
king:
“Why should we care about David?
We have no stake in Jesse’s son!
Go back to your homes, Israel!
You better look after your own house now, David!”
Then the Israelites went back to their homes,

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY: THE CANDLE OF JOY
Today we light the candle of joy as a reminder
that God’s dream for this world involves the end of all tears.
God’s dream for this world involves a joy that overflows and is contagious.
So may this fire burn bright, and as it does, may we rejoice.
May we dance.
May we laugh.
May we hold onto the people we love.
May we sow joy in a hurting world, Amen.

Bible Study: A Kingdom Torn in Two

*GLORIA PATRI (Glory to God #606)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #38, insert)…………..........................................................
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

INITIAL THOUGHTS
 David & Solomon united the 12 tribes of Israel as one Kingdom. But, they did not
remain united for long.
 This week the Kingdom falls apart - what happened?
 Solomon was unfaithful-chapters 9-11
 Explicitly:
He was unfaithful to God by building temples to other Gods
He married foreign brides and built temples to foreign Gods
He did not do this out of devotion to his wives (remember he had 700
wives and 300 concubines)
Perhaps implicitly:
He also used slave labor to build the temple of God...God who brought
the enslaved Hebrews out of Egypt What began as prosperity for all “Judah
and Israel lived in safety...all under their own vines and fig trees” (1 Kings
2:25 and Hamilton) devolves into systems of oppression and forces labor
(1 Kings 9:15)

CAST OF BIBLICAL CHARACTERS
Abijah ~ Son of Jeroboam, king of Israel; died in his youth; name means “the Lord is my Father.”
Abijah ~ Son of Rehoboam; second king of Judah; ruled three years; name means “the Lord is my
Father”; did evil.
Adoniram ~ In charge of forced labor under David, Solomon, and Rehoboam; stoned to death by
the people; name means “Lord is most high.”
Ahab ~Son of Omri; seventh king of Israel; married to Jezebel, daughter of a foreign king and idolater; name means “uncle”; did evil.

Ahijah ~A prophet from Shiloh; prophesied the split of the kingdom; name means “brother of the
Lord.”
Asa ~ Son of Abijah; third king of Judah; a righteous king whose heart “was fully committed to the
Lord all his life” (I Kings 15:14; 2 Chronicles 15:17); name means “physician.”
Baasha ~ Assassinated Jeroboam and his entire family; third king of Israel; waged constant war
with Asa, king of Judah; name means “he who seeks or lays waste”; did evil before the Lord.
Beh-Hadad ~ Son of Tabrimmon; king of Aram, ruling in Damascus; made treaty with Asa; name
means “son of Hadad.”
Hiel of Bethel ~ Rebuilt Jericho at the cost of his sons Abiram and Segub, as prophesied by Joshua;
name means “God lives.”
Jehoshaphat ~ Son of Asa; fourth king of Judah; name means “the Lord is judge”; did right before
the Lord.
Jeroboam ~ First king of the divided northern kingdom of Israel; rebelled against Rehoboam, Solomon’s son and successor; erected golden statues to replace temple worship; ruled twenty-one
years; name means “he who opposes the people”; did evil before the Lord.
Jezebel ~ Wife of Ahab; daughter of Ethbaal, king of Sidon; worshiper of Baal and Asherah; name
means “chaste.”
Josiah ~ Prophesied descendant of David; sixteenth king of Judah; ruled when the Book of the Law
was discovered; name means “the Lord burns”; did right before the Lord.
Maakah ~Daughter of Abishalom; Rehoboam’s wife; Abijah’s mother
Naamah ~ Wife of Solomon; mother of Rehoboam, an Ammonite; name means “beautiful.”
Nadab ~Son of Jeroboam; did “evil in the eyes of the Lord, following the ways of his father” (1 Kings
15:26); name means “free and voluntary gift, prince.”

SCRIPTURE
1 Kings 12: 20-24
20 When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent for him. They called
him to the assembly and crowned him king of all Israel.
Nothing was left to the house of David except the tribe of Judah. 21 When Rehoboam
arrived at Jerusalem, he assembled the whole house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin—one hundred eighty thousand select warriors—to fight against the house of
Israel and restore the kingdom for Rehoboam, Solomon’s son. 22 But God’s word
came to Shemaiah the man of God, 23 “Tell Judah’s King Rehoboam, Solomon’s son,
and all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and the rest of the people, 24 ‘This is what
the Lord says: Don’t make war against your relatives the Israelites. Go home, every
one of you, because this is my plan.’” When they heard the Lord’s words, they went
back home, just as the Lord had said.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE..........................................................................................................................
“The Brokenness of Earthly Kingdoms”
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………………………………………...
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
The whole world is exploding in Christmas lights, for unto us a Child is born. And so we
give thanks and we give back. With tongues and gifts and praise may we proclaim,
“The Lord is the one real God. He is really our God.”
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #113, insert)...................................................................
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP

