PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff,
Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey
Nancy Miller
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry
MEMBERS REMEMBERED
David and Donna Minich
Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad and Alice
Jaimie Minich; Jonah
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:

- TYLER RICHMOND ~ this week Tyler Richmond completed his last final exams at the
great University of Georgia to complete his Bachelor of Science in ecology with a
minor in environmental law. Your church family is proud, Tyler!
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you
may be a Facebook friend) Spoken Worldwide.
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Work’s Cited
~The bulletin art was created by a high school student in our presbytery, Ella Hawkins
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605

We believe that this world is hard— Harder than it has to be.
When the world falls apart around us,
We believe in listening for the angels that say, “Do not be afraid,”
And in seeking out the Elizabeths in our lives—
Those who laugh with joy at our arrival
And throw open the doors to their homes.
We believe that healthy relationships can offer healing,
Through the laughter of cousins, The joy shared between siblings,
And the home found in partnership.
Therefore, we believe in church families,
In chosen families, And in the love that extends beyond family.
We believe in friendships, In neighbors,
And in leaning on each other when the going gets tough.
We believe in the Triune God—
Loving Creator, Beloved, and Love itself—
Inherently relational, always connected, and never alone.
We believe that that same belovedness exists for us. We believe that we are loved and
claimed, Never alone. Thanks be to God for a love like that.

Week 15 of “The Story”
A Kingdom Torn in Two

DECEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
DECEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Meda Krenson
JANUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins
- HOSTING THE COLLEGE MISSION GROUP FROM WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
From December 12-18, our congregation hosted a mission group that came to Americus to work on homes with both the Fuller Center and Habitat. Jody Wade was their
Fuller Center coordinator and he did an incredible job keeping them busy and fed. The
eleven college students and one professor were emotionally weary and overwhelmed
from the massive storms and tornadoes that devasted their region right before they
left. Our church asked our church members to step up in helping to provide food and
prayers and a friendly smile, and we could not have asked for a more wonderful
response. First Presbyterian, you have officially been incredible this week and it has
warmed their storm weary souls. From the bottom of their hearts and mine....Thank
You!

Elijah, as God’s messenger, was calling the nation of Israel to turn its heart back
to the Lord. Elijah was shocked that the people had given themselves to a false
god. Elijah was amazed that they would revere and rely on a “god” who was
nothing more than stone and wood. And he was horrified that they would devote
themselves to a power that required them to sacrifice their own children.
The showdown between Elijah and the false priests of Baal was really an
opportunity to remind Israel that there was only one, true God.
And his name wasn’t Baal or Asherah.
God has had many messengers, such as Elijah, Elisha, and Hosea, but they were
all called to the same task: to proclaim that there is one God and God alone who is
worthy of worship and praise. To follow anyone other than the one true God is to
follow a path of destruction and pain.

- HANDBELL CHOIR ~ The handbell choir, under the incredible leadership of Cynthia
Richmond, is playing today in worship and on Christmas Eve. Thank you to everyone
for all of the practices and laughter and the willingness to make a joyful noise to the
Lord.
-COOKIES AND COCOA ~ After worship today you are invited to the church fellowship
hall for delicious cookies and hot chocolate. Any extra cookies will be put in individual
bags to be given to Phoebe Sumter Employees in gratitude for their service to our
community. A second cookie collection date will be Tuesday, Dec.21st from 10-2pm at
our church. The hospital Auxiliary is trying to collect over 450 cookies!
-SESSION MEETING ~ The next session meeting will be on Tuesday, January 25, 2022
@ 6:00 pm.
- CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE - Friday, December 24th at 5:30 pm
- PASTOR SOMMER AND CAMRON CUMMINGS VACATION DAY - Sunday, December
26th Gary Cullison will be preaching and Joy Thompson will be playing the piano.

Fourth Sunday in Advent

PRAYERS FOR PEACE FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
A PERSONAL PRAYER FOR PEACE
Colossians 3:15 says, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.”
Lord, I invite your peace to rule my heart! As I end this year and reflect on your
many gifts you have given me; let my heart be encouraged with the truth that
you are a good God. I thank you for sending your Son to die for me. I thank you
for the peace I have through you. May my words and actions be ones that
glorify you. Amen.
A PRAYER FOR PEACE FOR OUR WORLD
Psalm 29:11 says, “The LORD gives strength to his people;
the LORD blesses his people with peace.”
Lord, would you bring your strength and peace to your people! Would your
presence be felt by all who seek you in a powerful way in this Advent season.
Turn the hearts of humankind towards you. We pray that the lost turn to you
and find an unshakable peace that nothing else in this world can offer. Amen.

Sunday, December 19, 2021
11:00 a.m.
Today is Stewardship Sunday
We will be collecting pledge cards in worship and praising God
for the steadfastness and joy that comes in continually serving our Savior.
Prayer of Stillness on this 4th Sunday of Advent
O God, you come to us not in the chaos of the whirlwind,
not in the roar of the earthquake, not in the crackling heat of the fire,
but in the sound of sheer silence in this season of Advent.
Quiet our minds, bring peace to our hearts and stillness to our bodies
that we might meet you in that silence.
Help us to listen for your still, small voice.
Give us the courage to go wherever you lead us,
trusting that you will prepare the way.
We pray this in the name of our Companion on the journey,
Jesus the Christ.
PRELUDE
Camron Cummings, pianist
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP Be Still
O God who is greater than the most powerful forces in this world,
enable us to be still and know that You are God.
O Lord who answers out of the whirlwind of everyday life,
breathe in us Your Holy Spirit to strengthen, comfort, and guide us in the midst of the
storm.
O still, small voice, speak to us this hour
that we might become makers of Your peace
in our homes, in our communities, in our world.
We pray all this in the name of the One who calmed the raging sea. Amen.
THE HANDBELLS

“Joy to the World”

Director Cynthia Richmond

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #133, insert).....................................................................
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Bible Study
on the meaning of the 4th Sunday of Advent

The word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.”
Advent in the 4th and 5th century was a time of preparation for the baptism of new
Christians. Christians would spend 40 days in prayer and fasting to prepare for the
celebration that accompanied the baptism of new believers.
Over time, advent was connected to the coming of Christ. Originally, Christians used
this term to reference Christ’s second coming, but by the Middle Ages Advent was
connected to Christ’s first coming that we celebrate at Christmas. Today, we celebrate Advent over the four Sundays leading up to Christmas each year.
The Advent season is an invitation for us all to choose to set aside the fear and uncertainty that has defined 2021. It’s a chance to be intentional about taking our focus off
of the hustle of the Christmas season. We can also give to God the sadness that many
may be feeling as many of us will need to observe the holiday season differently this
year. This fourth Advent Sunday we are reminded that Jesus offers us peace in every
season and nothing is impossible with him!
The fourth candle of Advent is called the “Angel Candle” and symbolizes peace. We
are surrounded by God’s messengers! This name comes from the fact that the angels
announced that Jesus came to bring peace (Luke 2:14). This week we are reminded
that Jesus came to bring peace to our hearts and to our world!

CAST OF BIBLICAL CHARACTERS (Chapter 15: God’s Messengers)
Ahab ~ Son of Omri; seventh king of Israel; married to Jezebel, daughter of a foreign
king and idolater; name means “uncle”; killed in battle while wearing a disguise; an
evil king.
Amos ~ A prophet in Israel during the reigns of Uzziah and Jeroboam; shepherd
from Tekoa; name means “loading, weighty.”
Ben-Hadad ~ King of Aram, a powerful force in the ancient Near East at that time.
Elijah ~ A prophet of the Lord; from Tishbe in Gilead; prophesied in Israel against
Ahab and Jezebel and their prophets; taken to heaven in a chariot of fire; name
means “God the Lord.”
Elisha ~ Disciple of Elijah and his successor; from Abel Meholah; name means
“salvation of God.”
Gehazi ~ Servant of Elisha; struck with leprosy for seeking payment when Elisha
healed Naaman, a commander of the armies of Aram; name means “valley of sight.”
Hazael ~ Anointed king of Aram by Elijah.
Hosea ~ A prophet in Israel; preached a message of repentance; name means
“savior.”
Jehoahaz ~ Son of Jehu; eleventh king of Israel; lost Israel’s army; an evil king.
Jehoash ~Son of Jehoahaz; twelfth king of Israel; name means “fire of the Lord”; an
evil king.
Jehu ~ Anointed by Elijah; tenth king of Israel; purged Israel of pagan altars; name
means “himself who exists”; had a mixed record.
Jeroboam II ~ Thirteenth king of Israel; improved Israel’s security but not their fidelity to the Lord; name means “he who opposes the people.”
Jezebel ~ Wife of Ahab; worshiper of Baal and Asherah; tried to kill Elijah; thrown
from a balcony to her death and consumed by dogs according to prophecy.
Naboth ~ Murdered by King Ahab for his vineyard; name means “words.”
Prophets of Asherah ~ Official advisers to Jezebel; exposed as frauds by Elijah and
slaughtered in Kishon Valley.
Prophets of Baal ~ Official advisers to Jezebel; exposed as frauds by Elijah and
slaughtered in Kishon Valley.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Holy God, You have always found a way to show up in our midst, Particularly on our
fearful or lonely days. So today, as we crack open our Bibles, Fluttering through these
old beloved pages, we ask that you would move again. Stir in us. Speak to us.
Fill us with the Holy Spirit. We are listening. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 42:6-7
I, the Lord, have called you for a good reason.
I will grasp your hand and guard you,
and give you as a covenant to the people,
as a light to the nations,
to open blind eyes, to lead the prisoners from prison,
and those who sit in darkness from the dungeon.
CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY: THE CANDLE OF PEACE
O God of the still, small voice,
quiet our inner spirit.
Help us to focus upon You, and You alone,
to hear Your voice within.
There are so many other voices demanding our attention.
But we cannot attend to them without You....
Be still and know that I am God,
You say to us as You said to Elijah....
May Your voice speak through us.
In weakness, be our strength.
In poverty, be our wealth.
In depression, be our joy.
In apathy, be our love.
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of peace.
As it says in 2 Thessalonians 3:16, “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace
at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.”
And also with you.
This week we focus our hearts on the “Lord of peace” who came down from heaven in
the form of a baby. God knows that we are in a constant battle against fear! Fear
wants to cripple us, to push us to react rather than carefully respond, and fear steals
our joy. God has given us the gift of peace so we can live joy-filled lives!
Over this Advent, would you pray that God’s unexplainable peace would be evident in
your heart and home. This year we all have faced so much chaos and uncertainty.
God’s peace is something we need to grab tightly onto more than ever. May God’s
spirit transform the days leading up to Christmas into a time to joyfully await our King!

*GLORIA PATRI (Glory to God #606)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

SCRIPTURE

1 Kings 19:1-18

19 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, how he had killed all Baal’s prophets
with the sword. 2 Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah with this message: “May the
gods do whatever they want to me if by this time tomorrow I haven’t made your life
like the life of one of them.”3 Elijah was terrified. He got up and ran for his life. He
arrived at Beer-sheba in Judah and left his assistant there. 4 He himself went farther
on into the desert a day’s journey. He finally sat down under a solitary broom bush.
He longed for his own death: “It’s more than enough, Lord! Take my life because I’m
no better than my ancestors.” 5 He lay down and slept under the solitary broom
bush. Then suddenly a messenger tapped him and said to him, “Get up! Eat something!” 6 Elijah opened his eyes and saw flatbread baked on glowing coals and a jar of
water right by his head. He ate and drank, and then went back to sleep. 7 The Lord’s
messenger returned a second time and tapped him. “Get up!” the messenger said.
“Eat something, because you have a difficult road ahead of you.” 8 Elijah got up, ate
and drank, and went refreshed by that food for forty days and nights until he arrived
at Horeb, God’s mountain. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night.
The Lord’s word came to him and said, “Why are you here, Elijah?”
10 Elijah replied, “I’ve been very passionate for the Lord God of heavenly forces
because the Israelites have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your
altars, and they have murdered your prophets with the sword. I’m the only one left,
and now they want to take my life too!”

11 The Lord said, “Go out and stand at the mountain before the Lord. The Lord is
passing by.” A very strong wind tore through the mountains and broke apart the
stones before the Lord. But the Lord wasn’t in the wind. After the wind, there was
an earthquake. But the Lord wasn’t in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake,
there was a fire. But the Lord wasn’t in the fire. After the fire, there was a sound.
Thin. Quiet. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his coat. He went out and
stood at the cave’s entrance. A voice came to him and said, “Why are you here,
Elijah?”

14 He said, “I’ve been very passionate for the Lord God of heavenly forces because
the Israelites have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your altars, and
they have murdered your prophets with the sword. I’m the only one left, and now
they want to take my life too.”
15 The Lord said to him, “Go back through the desert to Damascus and anoint Hazael
as king of Aram. 16 Also anoint Jehu, Nimshi’s son, as king of Israel; and anoint Elisha
from Abel-meholah, Shaphat’s son, to succeed you as prophet. 17 Whoever escapes
from the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill. Whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu,
Elisha will kill. 18 But I have preserved those who remain in Israel, totaling seven
thousand—all those whose knees haven’t bowed down to Baal and whose mouths
haven’t kissed him.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #123, insert)…………........................................................
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
MESSAGE..........................................................................................................................
“God’s Messengers”
Pastor Sommer Bower

*OFFERING OUR FINANCIAL PLEDGES TO GOD FOR 2022
You are invited to come forward and place your pledge on the communion table
during the offertory.
*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………………………………………...
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #119, insert)...................................................................
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist

Come join us for
Cookies and Cocoa
Following worship today!

