First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

For God so loved the world…
The First Sunday after Christmas is a time when we explore the childhood
of Jesus, the wonder and awe of the Christmas season. It is a time to take
stock and look back on the year that was, to look forward to a future with
hope. The readings today remind us that we may not fully understand, as
Mary and Joseph didn’t, all who Christ is for us and for the world, but
that in service to God, we increase in wisdom and in favor.
Today is a day of celebration.

Sunday, December 26, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER LIST

Joy Thompson, pianist
Gary Cullison

CALL TO WORSHIP
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness –
on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
He is named Emmanuel:
God with us.
In this tiny baby, this vulnerable child,
we find our light, our joy, our comfort.
Joy to the World! The Lord is come!
*HYMN (Blue Hymnal #22, insert).....................................................................................
“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff,
Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:
MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey
Nancy Miller
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry
MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Kathy Newkirk
Blanche Palmer
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:

- TYLER RICHMOND ~ this week Tyler Richmond completed his last final exams at
the great University of Georgia to complete his Bachelor of Science in ecology with a
minor in environmental law. Your church family is proud, Tyler!
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, (by invitation you
may be a Facebook friend) Spoken Worldwide.
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if
you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
Work’s Cited
~The bulletin art was created by a high school student in our presbytery, Ella Hawkins
~ in Prayers for Christmas, posted on the Christian Aid website. http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605

DECEMBER 2021 CHURCH CALENDAR
DECEMBER ELDER OF THE MONTH - Meda Krenson
JANUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins
- PASTOR SOMMER AND CAMRON CUMMINGS VACATION DAY - Sunday, December
26th Gary Cullison will be preaching and Joy Thompson will be playing the piano.
-SESSION MEETING ~ The next session meeting will be on Tuesday, January 25, 2022
@ 6:00 pm.
- CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ A meeting for the congregation and corporation has
been set for Sunday, January 30, 2022 for the purpose of approving the pastor’s terms
of call, election of the corporation officers, and election of a Nominating
Committee. The budget will also be presented to the congregation.
- PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER FUND ~ God is GOOD! Elder Jim Buffaloe brought a mission
challenge to our church to join him in giving a matching gift to the Presbyterian
Church's Hunger Fund. Sing praise that the challenge was met and a check for $2,020
was mailed to the Presbyterian Church's Hunger Fund, which will be doubled to
$4,040. God is good...all the time!
- RISE AGAINST HUNGER FOOD DELIVERED TO HAITI ~ Remember wearing a lovely
red hairnet, alongside other people in our community and Presbyterian friends, and
packing thousands of bags of food in our fellowship hall for Rise Against Hunger?!
Well, the food we packed that day was delivered this week to those in need in Haiti.
Thank you to everyone who participated that day! Pray for the people of Haiti that
they may be nourished in both body and spirit.
-WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY FULLER CENTER/HABITAT GROUP ~ Our church
received an email this week from the WKU college students we hosted. The email was
filled with notes of gratitude for the care they received in Americus while they stayed
at our church. It was also filled with pictures of the devastation they saw while driving
home after their time in Americus. Before they left, our Presbytery of Flint River gave
them over $1,000 in aid for them to give out upon their return. And so they give
thanks for the care, and prayers, and aid, which was received with gratitude and will
be given to those in need. And they also ask for continued prayers as they take the
long path of recovery for their community. May we continue to join them in prayer.
- POINSETTIA MISSION FUND ~ Thank you to everyone who gave for a poinsettia in
honor or memory of a loved one. Out of the $25 you gave, $20 will remain local and go
towards the Sumter 4-H club. $5 will go towards the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
disaster recovery.

SCRIPTURE

Luke 2:41-52

41 Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. 42 When he was
12 years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to their custom. 43 After the festival
was over, they were returning home, but the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His
parents didn’t know it. 44 Supposing that he was among their band of travelers, they
journeyed on for a full day while looking for him among their family and
friends. 45 When they didn’t find Jesus, they returned to Jerusalem to look for
him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple. He was sitting among the teachers, listening to them and putting questions to them. 47 Everyone who heard him was
amazed by his understanding and his answers.
48 When his parents saw him, they were shocked. His mother said, “Child, why have
you treated us like this? Listen! Your father and I have been worried. We’ve been looking for you!” 49 Jesus replied, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know that it
was necessary for me to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they didn’t understand what
he said to them. 51 Jesus went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to
them. His mother cherished every word in her heart. 52 Jesus matured in wisdom and
years, and in favor with God and with people.

Today’s poinsettias are given by:
Bob and BJ Bryan—In Memory of Edna and Oscar Carpenter and Helen Beckwith.
In Honor of Blanche Palmer and Emily and Tom Collins
Tom and Emily Collins - In Memory of Mrs. Emily Callaham
The Hawkins’ Family—In Honor of Pastor Sommer Bower and family
Jim and Nancy Herron
Meda and Bill Krenson - In Memory of Jeane DeBose (Meda’s Mother)
Tom and Sharon McFarland - In Honor of Ruth McFarland, Our Church Family
David and Donna Minich - In Memory of Katie Minich’s dad William Hall Sr.
and our Brother in Law, Louis Campagna
John and Sharon Parks - In Honor of Kerstin, Marcia, Camron and Sommer

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
Richard Pollette - In Memory of Laura Pollette, Mary Brown and Charles Guinter,
Melissa Fay Star and Walter Bee Mathews
Cathy Reynolds - In Memory of Tim Reynolds
Fred and Cynthia Richmond - In Memory of Frances Richmond and Dick Coe
Keith and Marcia Seymour - In Honor of Gloria Johnson
Joy Rainey Thompson - In Memory of Carol Rainey Swindell
Ray and Donja Tripp - In Memory of Ray and Faye Tripp, Donald and Joyce Harrison
Judy and Jody Wade - In Memory of Gwyn Chambliss

*HYMN (Blue Hymnal #53 )..............................................................................................

Christmas Affirmation

Let the love that shaped earth and heaven
dwell within us this Christmas.
Let the love that created humanity
dwell within us this Christmas.
Let the love that overcomes suffering and hatred
dwell within us this Christmas.
Let the love that causes us to rejoice with loved ones
dwell within us this Christmas.
Let the love that forgives and renews
dwell within us this Christmas.
Let the love that brings reconciliation after separation
dwell within us this Christmas.
Let the love that brings the blessing of peace
dwell within us this Christmas.
And may we share that peace
with all people near and far. Amen.

“What Child Is This”

MESSAGE.......................................“The Search is On”..………..............................................
Gary Cullison
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue Hymnal #592)…………………………………………..…………………………………...
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
For God so loved the world that God sent the only Son,
so whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
You have that life now. You have God’s unconditional love now.
Because God loves you and loves all of us so much that God made the beautiful earth
for us and sent Christ to us to show us the way, the truth, and the life. Embrace the love
of Christ. Forgive one another, and know you are forgiven. May God’s peace be with
you. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue Hymnal #28)................................................................................................
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
V

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…………...............................Joy Thompson, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

