
PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk   Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Richard Pollette 
Cathy Reynolds 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
 

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide.  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 
 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if 
you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

  

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Both the prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel had unflinchingly prophesied the  

destruction of Jerusalem. They had spoken graphically about the horrors the 
people would suffer, and they both knew that it was God’s perfect  

justice at work. At the same time, after Jerusalem had fallen and the days of 
judgment were over, their message became one of hope and restoration: “ 

This land that was laid waste has become like the garden of Eden” (Ezekiel 
36:35). Despite God’s anger and his judgment against the sin of his people, 

there was still hope for the future. God had not abandoned his promises  
to Abraham and David! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

JANUARY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
 

JANUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins 
 

- CAMRON CUMMINGS VACATION - Sunday, January 23rd Camron will be in Texas 
attending a family wedding. 
 

-SESSION MEETING ~ The next session meeting will be on Tuesday, January 25, 2022 
@ 6:00 pm.  
 

- CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ A meeting for the congregation and corporation has 
been set for Sunday, January 30, 2022 for the purpose of approving the pastor’s terms 
of call, election of the corporation officers, and election of a Nominating  
Committee.  The budget will also be presented to the congregation.    
 

- PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER FUND ~ God is GOOD! Elder Jim Buffaloe brought a mission 
challenge to our church to join him in giving a matching gift to the Presbyterian 
Church's Hunger Fund. Sing praise that the challenge was met and a check for $2,020 
was mailed to the Presbyterian Church's Hunger Fund, which will be doubled to 
$4,040. God is good...all the time!  
 

- RISE AGAINST HUNGER FOOD DELIVERED TO HAITI ~ Remember wearing a lovely 
red hairnet, alongside other people in our community and Presbyterian friends, and 
packing thousands of bags of food in our fellowship hall for Rise Against Hunger?! 
Well, the food we packed that day was delivered Christmas week to those in need in 
Haiti. Thank you to everyone who participated that day! Pray for the people of Haiti 
that they may be nourished in both body and spirit.  
 

-WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY FULLER CENTER/HABITAT GROUP ~ Our church 
received an email this week from the WKU college students we hosted. The email was 
filled with notes of gratitude for the care they received in Americus while they stayed 
at our church. It was also filled with pictures of the devastation they saw while driving 
home after their time in Americus. Before they left, our Presbytery of Flint River gave 
them over $1,000 in aid for them to give out upon their return. And so they give 
thanks for the care, and prayers, and aid, which was received with gratitude and will 
be given to those in need. And they also ask for continued prayers as they take the 
long path of recovery for their community. May we continue to join them in prayer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 
 “Seek the welfare of [Babylon] where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the Lord on its behalf.” Praying and working for the enemy is a controversial posi-
tion. The people have been conquered by Babylon and forced to move. This is the 
same event that creates the book of Lamentations, longs series of woes, and 
Psalm 137. Jeremiah is saying “work for the good of Babylon.” Is it difficult to im-
agine an analogous position in modern times? Can we pray for Russia, ISIS?  

 “Most Western readers will not be able to identify with the originating 
context of Jeremiah's epistle. Some readers - African Americans descended 
from abducted Africans, Native Americans living on reservations distant 
from their ancestral lands - may identify strongly with the exilic context. In 
the broader American national context, we are war with forces inside and 
outside of our borders. And God through Jeremiah calls us to pray for 
those whom we see as our enemies on national and international scales - 
for those whose religion and culture are different from ours and those who 
are bent on our destruction.” (Wil Gafney, Working Preacher) 

 John Bracke’s summary of Jeremiah in the Discipleship Study Bible, says: “The 
book of Jeremiah continues to invite our prayerful pondering about what it means 
to live as God’s people in difficult times. Among the issues raises for people read-
ing this ancient book in the 21st century are:” (the rest is paraphrase) 

 How is God at work in the church attempting to transform the ways we 
are living as God’s people? 
 How might God be at work in the social and political processes of our 
world, plucking up and tearing down, building and planting toward the 
goal of justice and peace in all God’s creation. 
 Which idols Christians now turn seeking security? How are churches 
working to simply build their own security over working for justice? 
 How are we still overconfident in our place as “God’s people,” without 
doing the hard work that is required of such a privileged position? Has 
‘cheap grace’ infiltrated our churches and preaching? 
How may we still be contributing to God’s deep grief? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Sunday Worship, January 9, 2022 

 11:00 a.m.  
The Kingdom’s Fall: Chapter 17 in The Story 

 
 

Prayer to center ourselves before worship 
God of love and justice, we gather together to worship you: to offer our thanks and 

praise and to proclaim your goodness and mercy. Meet us here. Breathe your Word into 
our souls; engrave your covenant of love upon our hearts. Teach us faithfulness and 
compassion so that our lives may reflect your love and justice to the world. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                         excerpts from Jeremiah  
Disaster! Unheard-of disaster! 
I, God, am about to pour out my wrath on you 
And spend my anger against you. 
I will judge you according to your conduct 
And repay you for all your detestable practices.  
My people have exchanged their glorious God 
For worthless idols.  
Your towns will lie in ruins without inhabitant. 
So put on sackcloth, 
Lament and wail, 
For the fierce anger of the LORD 
Has not turned away from us.  

Yet this I call to mind 
And therefore I have hope: 
Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
For his compassions never fail.  
They are new every morning; 
Great is your faithfulness.  
The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, 
To the one who seeks him; 
It is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.  

 
 

  

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=704


 

 *HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #1 )................................................................................... 
“Holy, Holy, Holy”   

 

 

  After this debate comes chapter 29, when Jeremiah tells the exiles to 
settle in for an extended stay in Babylon. 
 Next week’s reading is Jeremiah 31:27-34, which is the making of a new 
covenant of restoration. 

 Verses 2-3 in today’s terms: “Our national government has just collapsed as 
the result of an invading foreign power. There is no remnant of the military. 
There is no government. The President, First Lady, Cabinet and Congress have 
all been exiled. All of the artists in New York and steelworkers in Pittsburgh 
were separated from their families and exiled as well.” (Wil Gafney, Working 
Preacher) 

 Differing readings of verses 4-7: Is it simply instructions to not stir up trouble 
when they’re gone, or is it a defiant stance to remain faithful because God is a 
God of all, and that even Babylonians may be blessed and used by Yahweh?  
“Much controversy surrounds this material. Some read this in a very minimalistic 
fashion in which the Israelites are just being given advice for how to survive. Any 
resemblance to material min Deuteronomy is superficial. There is no universalism 
present in this material, and the Israelites are only supposed to be living in the 
land of Israel… I disagree with this viewpoint”  (Garrett Galvin, Working Preacher) 

 For God to tell the exiles to work for the good of Babylon is an incredible 
statement. It reveals the nature of God, who is the God of even the Babylo-
nians. 

 There is a universal law of humanity that is revealed. The peace of Baby-
lon is peace for the exiles as well. 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=704
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=704
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1773


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J E R E M I A H  2 9 : 1 ,  4 - 1 4  

I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
 Whole letters goes until verse 23 - Read the whole thing 
It includes one of the most famous lines from Jeremiah 29:11 “For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 
you a future with hope.” Most people do not realize that this verse is sent to a peo-
ple in the midst of exile. It is usually used in times of comfort to explain why things 
are going so good. Those who quote it often leave out the 70 years of exile part.  
B I B L E  S T U D Y  
 Literary Context 

 Part of a larger letter, telling the exiles to settle in for the long haul. 
Chap 28 - Jeremiah has a debate with Hananiah. Hananiah says that the exile 
will last two years. Jeremiah: “that sounds great, but I don’t think so. I guess 
we’ll see.” Then Hananiah dies (which is a proof that he is wrong, Deuterono-
my 18:20 ‘But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who 
presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the 
prophet to speak - that prophet shall die.’) 

  

https://www.commonenglishbible.com/explore/passage-lookup/?query=Jeremiah+29%3A1%2C+4-14


 

 SCRIPTURE                 2 Kings 21: 1-9                       

Manasseh was 12 years old when he became king, and he ruled for fifty-five years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hephzibah. 2 He did what was evil in the Lord’s 
eyes, imitating the detestable practices of the nations that the Lord had driven out 
before the Israelites. 3 He rebuilt the shrines that his father Hezekiah had destroyed, 
set up altars for Baal, and made a sacred pole, just as Israel’s King Ahab had done. He 
bowed down to all the stars in the sky and worshipped them. 4 He even built altars in 
the two courtyards of the Lord’s temple—the very place the Lord was speaking of 
when he said: “I will put my name in Jerusalem.” 5 Manasseh built altars for all the 
stars in the sky in both courtyards of the Lord’s temple. 6 He burned his own son 
alive, consulted sign readers and fortune-tellers, and used mediums and diviners. He 
did much evil in the Lord’s eyes and made him angry. 

 

7 Manasseh set up the carved Asherah image he had made in the temple—the very 
temple the Lord had spoken about to David and his son Solomon, saying, In this  
temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all Israel’s tribes, I will put my 
name forever. 8 I will never again remove Israel from the land I gave to their ances-
tors, provided they carefully do everything I have commanded them—keeping all the 
Instruction my servant Moses commanded them. 9 But they wouldn’t listen.  
Manasseh led them into doing even more evil than the nations the Lord had wiped 
out before the Israelites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-14 

The prophet Jeremiah sent a letter from Jerusalem to the few surviving elders among 
the exiles, to the priests and the prophets, and to all the people Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken to Babylon from Jerusalem.  
 
4 The Lord of heavenly forces, the God of Israel, proclaims to all the exiles I have  
carried off from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and settle down; cultivate  
gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Get married and have children; then help your 
sons find wives and your daughters find husbands in order that they too may have 
children. Increase in number there so that you don’t dwindle away. 7 Promote the 
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because 
your future depends on its welfare. 
 
8 The Lord of heavenly forces, the God of Israel, proclaims: Don’t let the prophets 
and diviners in your midst mislead you. Don’t pay attention to your dreams. 9 They 
are prophesying lies to you in my name. I didn’t send them, declares the Lord. 
10 The Lord proclaims: When Babylon’s seventy years are up, I will come and fulfill 
my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. 11 I know the plans I have in 
mind for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for peace, not disaster, to give you a 
future filled with hope. 12 When you call me and come and pray to me, I will listen to 
you. 13 When you search for me, yes, search for me with all your heart, you will find 
me. 14 I will be present for you, declares the Lord, and I will end your captivity. I will 
gather you from all the nations and places where I have scattered you, and I will bring 
you home after your long exile, declares the Lord. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #39, insert).................................................................... 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

  



 

 

 

 

Cast of Characters 
Amon ~ Son of Manasseh; fourteenth king of Judah; an unrepentant sinner;  
assassinated; name means “workman”; did evil before the Lord. 
Ezekiel ~ A priest; son of a priest name Buzi; deported to Babylon in 597 B.C.; gifted 
writer and prophet; prophesied to the exiles; name means “God strengthens.” 
Gedaliah ~ Governor appointed by Nebuchadnezzar after most of the people had 
been deported; name means “God is my greatness.” 
Jehoahaz ~ Third son of Josiah; sixteenth king of Judah; ruled only three months; an 
idolater; deposed by Pharaoh Necho and made prisoner in Egypt, where he died; 
name means “God has grasped”; ded evil before the Lord. 
Jehoiachin ~ Son of Jehoikim; eighteenth king of Judah; taken prisoner by  
Nebuchadnezzar; name means “God will establish”; did evil before the Lord. 
Jehoiakim ~ Son of Jehoahaz; seventeenth king of Judah; made a vassal of  
Nebuchadnezzar; left Judah significantly weaker; a cruel and greedy king; name 
means “God establishes”; did evil before the Lord. 
Jeremiah ~ Major Prophet during the reigns of the last kings of Judah; began minis-
try under Josiah; imprisoned by kings and rescued from dungeons; prophesied and 
saw the downfall of Jerusalem; exiled to Egypt; called the weeping prophet; name 
means “God is high.” 
Josiah ~ Son of Amon; sixteenth king of Judah; discovered the Book of the Law of 
Moses and led Israel in reform; died in battle against Pharaoh Necho in 609 B.C.; did 
right before the Lord. 
Manasseh ~ Son of King Hezekiah; fourteenth king of Judah; did not walk in the 
ways of his father; led all of Israel into idolatry, rebuilding the altars to Baal and 
Asherah that his father had destroyed; “filled Jerusalem from end to end” with  
innocent blood (2 Kings 21:16); repented and was forgiven; did evil before the Lord. 
Nebuchadnezzar ~ King of Babylon; most powerful king of the empire; destroyed 
Jerusalem and led captives into exile; suffered madness for four or seven years as 
punishment for his pride; name means “Nebo is the protector against misfortune.” 
Nebuzaradan ~ Commander of Nebuchadnezzar’s imperial guard. 
Pashhur ~ Son of Malkijah; sent by Zedekiah to inquire of Jeremiah. 
Zedekiah ~ Nineteenth and final king of Judah; a wicked king who ignored Jeremi-
ah’s prophecy; installed Nebuchadnezzar after Jehoichin was removed; rebelled 
against Nebuchadnezzar, leading to the siege of Jerusalem; blinded and led into exile; 
name means “Jehovah is mighty”; did evil before the Lord.  
Zephaniah ~ Son of Maaseiah; sent by Zedekiah to inquire of Jeremiah.  

 

 

 

 



MESSAGE.............................“The Spiritual Discipline of Endurance”................................. 
           Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

OFFERTORY  
 

 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………………..………………………... 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Generous God, through your Son, Jesus Christ, you have shown us what it means to 

love. And you call us to follow Your example— to love our neighbors as we love  
ourselves. Continue to write your law of love on our hearts. Give us an unwavering  
passion for justice, and a tenacious faith that will not rest until the hungry are fed,  

the oppressed find relief, and the outsider finds a welcome. Amen. 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #634, insert).................................................................... 
 

“To God be the Glory” 
 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…................................Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


