First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

During the more than seventy years that Daniel served the king in
Babylon, he had been a witness to the truth about God. God had used
Daniel and his friends to mediate his word to these pagan kings,
interpreting dreams and words scratched on walls. God’s promises, not
our current circumstances, should set the horizon line of our hope.
It is tempting to evaluate what is possible in light of the immediate.
But the Lord is sovereign over human history.
If he has promised something, then he will do it.

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

PRAYER LIST
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.
May they be spiritually fed.
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff,
Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:
MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey
Nancy Miller
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry
MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Fred and Cynthia Richmond; Tyler and Kevin
Jim and Kathi Sewell

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
We extend our condolences to Tom McFarland & the entire McFarland family with
the death of Tom's mother, Ruth McFarland, on Thursday, January 13th.
Correspondence may be sent to: Tom & Sharon McFarland,
333 Daniel Street, Americus, GA 31709
Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
PRAISE REPORT ~ The Bower children have a new baby cousin to celebrate!
Mason Keith Jensen was born on Friday, Jan.7th weighing 10 lbs 3 oz. to Joshua
Bower's sister, Tialin. This is Joshua's sister second baby boy and the
family couldn't be happier.
PRAISE REPORT ~ Joshua Bower's Aunt, Donna Doxtater, has been on a lung
transplant list for many months and on Thursday, Jan.6th she learned she had a
match. The nine-hour lung transplant surgery began at 4:30am on
Friday, Jan.7th and was a success. The family is extremely grateful.
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide.
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if
you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Sunday Worship, January 16, 2022
11:00 a.m.
Chapter 18 in The Story: Daniel in Exile

JANUARY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR
JANUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins
SESSION (Ruling Elders):
Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

Class of 2024
Tom Collins
Carrie Hawkins
Sharon McFarland (clerk)

- CAMRON CUMMINGS VACATION ~ Sunday, January 23rd Camron will be in Texas
attending a family wedding. Jon Smith will be music supply on the guitar.
-SESSION MEETING ~ The next session meeting will be on Tuesday, January 25, 2022
@ 6:00 pm.
- CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ A meeting for the congregation and corporation has
been set for Sunday, January 30, 2022 for the purpose of approving the pastor’s terms
of call, election of the corporation officers, and election of a Nominating
Committee. The budget will also be presented to the congregation.

- WEDDING ~ A wedding will be held in our sanctuary on Sat, Jan.29th, with the
rehearsal the day before.
- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE ~ The Presbytery of Flint River Finance meeting
will meet at our church on Thursday, February 10th at 2:00pm.
- SCREA on Friday, Feb.11th ~ The Sumter County Retired Educators Association will
use the First Presbyterian Church Fellowship hall for Friday, February 11 for a meeting
of the Association from 10:00 am-1:30 pm.

Center Yourself with Prayer before Worship

God of deliverance,
You rescued Daniel from the mouths of the lions when he was punished for
worshiping you. Liberate all who are endangered for the sake of their faith, and
rescue us from anything that separates us from worshiping only you, for the sake
of the one who made your name known to all people, across land and seas, Jesus
Christ, our redeemer. Amen.
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
excerpts from Daniel and Jeremiah
Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;
Wisdom and power are his.
He changes times and seasons;
He deposes kings and raises up others.
He gives wisdom to the wise
And knowledge to the discerning.
He reveals deep and hidden things;
He knows what lies in darkness,
And light dwells with him.
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #363)................................................................................
“Rejoice, the Lord is King!”

Work’s Cited
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605

Confession
(based on Daniel 9)

Because we trust in God's covenant faithfulness,
we are free to make our confession to God
and call for his compassion.
Let us, therefore, confess our sins
that we may be renewed in his grace.

O Master, great and awesome God.
You never waver in your covenant commitment,
never give up on those who love you and do what you say.
Yet we have sinned in every way imaginable.
We've done evil things, rebelled, dodged
and taken detours around your clearly marked paths.
Compassion is our only hope,
the compassion of you, the Master, our God,
since in our rebellion we've forfeited our rights.
Master, you are our God,
for you delivered your people from the land of Egypt
in such a show of power that
people are still talking about it!
We confess that we have sinned,
that we have lived bad lives.
Turn your ears our way, God, and listen.
Open your eyes and take a long look at us,
your people named after you.
We know that we don't deserve a hearing from you.
Our appeal is to your compassion.
This prayer is our last and only hope:
Gracious God, listen to us!
Master, forgive us!
Through Christ, your Lamb, our Lord. Amen.
*This responsive prayer of confession was inspired by Daniel 9.
It was posted on the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship website.

SCRIPTURE

Daniel 6: 3-7, 10, 15-16, 19-23

3 Because of his extraordinary spirit, Daniel soon surpassed the other officers and the
chief administrators—so much so that the king had plans to set him over the entire
kingdom. 4 As a result, the other officers and the chief administrators tried to find
some problem with Daniel’s work for the kingdom. But they couldn’t find any
problem or corruption at all because Daniel was trustworthy. He wasn’t guilty of any
negligence or corruption.
5 So these men said, “We won’t find any fault in Daniel, unless we can find something
to use against him from his religious practice.”
6 So these officers and chief administrators ganged together and went to the king.
They said to him, “Long live King Darius! 7 All the officers of the kingdom, the
ministers, the chief administrators, the royal associates, and the governors advise the
king to issue an edict and enforce a law, that for thirty days anyone who says prayers
to any god or human being except you, Your Majesty, will be thrown into a pit of
lions.

In the Book of Daniel we see several plot points.
*God is sovereign over the events of our lives and world empires.
*Daniel and his friends were called to a difficult task: to be a holy people in an unholy culture.
*As seen in the lives of Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, pride is always
punished.
*God never abandons his people, whether they are in a lion’s den, a
fiery furnace, or exile.

15 But these men, all ganged together, came and said to the king, “You must realize,
Your Majesty, that the law of Media and Persia, including every law and edict the king
has issued, cannot be changed.”
Daniel in the lions’ pit
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and hurled him into the pit of
lions.
The king said to Daniel: “Your God—the one you serve so consistently—will rescue
you.”
19 At dawn, at the first sign of light, the king rose and rushed to the lions’ pit.
20 As he approached it, he called out to Daniel, worried: “Daniel, servant of the living
God! Was your God—the one you serve so consistently—able to rescue you from the
lions?”
21 Then Daniel answered the king: “Long live the king! 22 My God sent his messenger, who shut the lions’ mouths. They haven’t touched me because I was judged innocent before my God. I haven’t done anything wrong to you either, Your Majesty.”
23 The king was thrilled. He commanded that Daniel be brought up out of the pit, and
Daniel was lifted out. Not a scratch was found on him, because he trusted in his God.

SCRIPTURE
Daniel 3: 9-28
9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar:
“Long live the king! 10 Your Majesty, you gave a command that everyone who hears
the sound of the horn, pipe, zither, lyre, harp, flute, and every kind of instrument
should bow down and worship the gold statue. 11 Anyone who wouldn’t bow and
worship would be thrown into a furnace of flaming fire. 12 Now there are some Jews,
ones you appointed to administer the province of Babylon—specifically, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego—who have ignored your command. They don’t serve your
gods, and they don’t worship the gold statue you’ve set up.”
13 In a violent rage Nebuchadnezzar ordered them to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. They were brought before the king.14 Nebuchadnezzar said to them:
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: Is it true that you don’t serve my gods or worship the gold statue I’ve set up? 15 If you are now ready to do so, bow down and
worship the gold statue I’ve made when you hear the sound of horn, pipe, zither,
lyre, harp, flute, and every kind of instrument. But if you won’t worship it, you will be
thrown straight into the furnace of flaming fire. Then what god will rescue you from
my power?”16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar:
“We don’t need to answer your question. 17 If our God—the one we serve—is able
to rescue us from the furnace of flaming fire and from your power, Your Majesty,
then let him rescue us. 18 But if he doesn’t, know this for certain, Your Majesty: we
will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you’ve set up.”
19 Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and his face twisted beyond recognition because of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. In response he commanded that the
furnace be heated to seven times its normal heat. 20 He told some of the strongest
men in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the
furnace of flaming fire. 21 So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were bound, still
dressed in all their clothes, and thrown into the furnace of flaming fire. (22 Now the
king’s command had been rash, and the furnace was heated to such an extreme that
the fire’s flame killed the very men who carried Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
to it.) 23 So these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell, bound, into
the furnace of flaming fire.24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in shock and
said to his associates, “Didn’t we throw three men, bound, into the fire?”

Cast of Biblical Characters
Arioch ~Commander of the King’s guard under Nebuchadnezzar.
Ashpanaz ~ Chief of court officials under Nebuchadnezzar
Azariah ~ Carried away into exile under Nebuchadnezzar; given the name
Abednego (“servant of Nego”) by his Babylonian captors: an attendant and adviser to
King Nebuchadnezzar; lived through a fiery ordeal; a friend of Daniel; name means
“he who hears the Lord.”
Belshazzar ~ Last king of Babylon; saw strange writing on his wall during a profane
feast; name means “Bel protect the king.”
Cyrus ~ Founded the Persian Empire and allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem
and begin rebuilding.
Daniel ~ Carried away into exile under Nebuchadnezzar; given the name Belteshazzar (“Prince of Bel”) by his Babylonian captors; cast into the lions’ den for praying to
God; prophesied about the rise and fall of great empires; name means “who is like
God” or “God is my judge.”
Darius the Mede ~ Perhaps the Babylonians throne name of Cyrus; appointed
Daniel to a high position in the government.
Hananiah ~ Carried away into exile under Nebuchadnezzar; given the name
Shadrach (“tender”) by his Babylonian captors; an attendant and adviser to King
Nebuchadnezzar; lived through a fiery ordeal; a friend of Daniel; name means “grace,
mercy, gift of the Lord.”
Jeremiah ~ Major Prophet during the reigns of the last five kings of Judah; began
ministry under Josiah; imprisoned by kings and rescued from dungeons; prophesied
and saw the downfall of Jerusalem; exiled to Egypt; called the “weeping prophet”;
name means “God is High.”
Mishael ~ Carried away into exile under Nebuchadnezzar; given the name Meshach
(“that draws with force”) by his Babylonian captors; an attendant and adviser to King
Nebuchadnezzar; lived through a fiery ordeal; a friend of Daniel; name means “who
is asked for.”
Nebuchadnezzar ~ King of Babylon; most powerful king of the empire; destroyed
Jerusalem and led captives into exile; suffered madness for four or seven years as
punishment for his pride; name means “Nebo is the protector against misfortune.”

They answered the king, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”25 He replied, “Look! I see four
men, unbound, walking around inside the fire, and they aren’t hurt! And the fourth
one looks like one of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar went near the opening of the
furnace of flaming fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the
Most High God, come out! Come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
came out of the fire.
27 The chief administrators, ministers, governors, and the king’s associates crowded
around to look at them. The fire hadn’t done anything to them: their hair wasn’t
singed; their garments looked the same as before; they didn’t even smell like fire!
28 Nebuchadnezzar declared: “May the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be
praised! He sent his messenger to rescue his servants who trusted him. They ignored
the king’s order, sacrificing their bodies, because they wouldn’t serve or worship any
god but their God.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #819, insert)....................................................................
“Be Still, My Soul”

MESSAGE.................“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church”........................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………………..………………………...
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #675, insert)....................................................................
“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night”
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…................................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP

