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*The First Presbyterian Church sanctuary, on Christmas Eve 2021. Picture taken by Earl Williams.  
 

Starting in 537 BC, the reconstruction of the temple began when Zerubbabel led 
over 50,000 Israelites back for a rebuilding mission. With courage and  

conviction, the people built the altar first, and then laid the foundation for the 
house of God. Rebuilding the worship space was key to the people’s well-being. 
It was not easy, however. Any worthy task will encounter opposition. The first 

time Israel faced difficulties in rebuilding the temple, they grew discouraged and 
laid down their tools. But thanks to the prophetic words of Haggai and  
Zechariah, the people soon resumed their work. This time, when they  

encountered opposition, the people remained steadfast, and the Lord once again 
demonstrated his power and sovereignty. On March 12, 516 B.C., seventy years 

after the temple’s destruction, a new temple was dedicated in Jerusalem.  
The Lord kept his covenant promise and demonstrated his steadfast  

love for his people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk   Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Joy Thompson 

Judy and Jody Wade 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
We extend our condolences to Tom McFarland & the entire McFarland family with 

the death of Tom's mother, Ruth McFarland, on Thursday, January 13th.  
Correspondence may be sent to: Tom & Sharon McFarland,  

333 Daniel Street, Americus, GA 31709   
 

Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. -Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide.  

Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  
 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if 
you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

  

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/
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JANUARY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
JANUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Tom Collins 

 
SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2022                Class of 2023           Class of 2024 
Jim Buffaloe                  Meda Krenson        Tom Collins 
Cynthia Richmond       Sharon Parks          Carrie Hawkins 
Earl Williams                Joy Thompson          Sharon McFarland (clerk)    

 
- CAMRON CUMMINGS VACATION ~ Sunday, January 23rd Camron will be in Texas 
attending a family wedding. Jon Smith will be music supply on the guitar. 
 

- KERSTIN CHERRBBONEAU VACATION ~ Saturday, February 12th 
 

- MARCIA SEYMOUR VACATION ~ Tuesday, February 15th 

 

-SESSION MEETING ~ The next session meeting will be on Tuesday, January 25, 2022 
@ 6:00 pm.  
 

- CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ A meeting for the congregation and corporation has 
been set for Sunday, January 30, 2022 for the purpose of approving the pastor’s terms 
of call, election of the corporation officers, and election of a Nominating  
Committee.  The budget will also be presented to the congregation.    
 

- WEDDING ~ A wedding will be held in our sanctuary on Sat, Jan.29th, with the  
rehearsal the day before.  
 

- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE ~ The Presbytery of Flint River Finance meeting 
will meet at our church on Thursday, February 10th at 2:00pm.  
 

- SCREA on Friday, Feb.11th ~ The Sumter County Retired Educators Association will 
use the First Presbyterian Church Fellowship hall for Friday, February 11 for a meeting 
of the Association from 10:00 am-1:30 pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Sunday Worship, January 23, 2022 

 11:00 a.m.  
Chapter 19 of The Story: The Return Home 

Haggai & Zechariah 
 

What is your first priority this morning, as you prepare for Worship? 

“If we wait until we’re ready, we’ll be waiting for the rest of our lives, let’s 
go.” (Lemony Snicket). You can’t keep putting God off and expect things to go well. 

God must be first priority, then take care of the other things. Object Lesson: Pack  
a briefcase, fill it up, then try to put in a Bible, and it won’t fit. Then take it all out, put 

the Bible in first before putting in the rest of stuff, which then fits fine. It is easier to 
keep your priorities in order when God comes first.  

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                            Jon Smith, Guest Musician   
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             
The Lord Almighty says: “I will bring them back to live in   
Jerusalem; they will be my people, and I will be faithful  
and righteous to them as their God.”  

Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong. 
Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment  
in your courts; do not plot evil against each other, and do not love to swear falsely.  

Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the Lord Almighty.  
This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt.  
And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.  

 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #286 insert)...................................................................... 

“Breathe on Me, Breath of God”   

 
 
 

 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Cast of Biblical Characters 
Artaxeres ~ King of Persia; had Ezra and Nehemia in his court; name means “the silence of 
the light.” 
Cyrus ~ Founded the Persian Empire and allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem and 
begin rebuilding the temple. 
Darius III ~ King of Persia during the time of Nehemiah 
Haggai ~ A minor prophet; one of three prophets who ministered after the return from 
captivity; contrasted the opulence of the people’s homes with the ruined state of the 
temple; name means “born on a feast day.” 
Joshua ~ Son of Jozadak; high priest and contemporary of Zerubbabel. 
Nebuchadnezzar ~ King of Babylon; most powerful king of the empire; destroyed  
Jerusalem and led captives into exile; suffered madness for four or seven years as  
punishment for his pride; name means “Nebo is the protector against misfortune.” 
Sheshbazzar ~ Son of Shealtiel; grandson of Jehoichin, Judah’s next-to-last king; also called 
Zerubbabel; governor of Judah during the return; directed the rebuilding of the temple; 
name means “joy in tribulation.” 
Shethar-Bozenai ~ Associate of Tattenai who worked with him to halt the rebuilding of the 
temple. 
Tattenai ~ Governor of the Trans-Euphrates region; attempted to stop Israel from rebuilding 
the temple.  
Zechariah ~ Prophet who encouraged Israel to continue work on the temple; son of 
Berekiah; grandson of Iddo.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 SCRIPTURE                 Haggai 1:2-8, 14, 2:1-5 

2 This is what the Lord of heavenly forces says: 
    These people say, “The time hasn’t come, 
        the time to rebuild the Lord’s house.” 

3 Then the Lord’s word came through Haggai the prophet: 
4         Is it time for you to dwell in your own paneled houses 
            while this house lies in ruins? 
5 So now, this is what the Lord of heavenly forces says: 
    Take your ways to heart. 
6     You have sown much, but it has brought little. 
    You eat, but there’s not enough to satisfy. 
    You drink, but not enough to get drunk. 
    There is clothing, but not enough to keep warm. 
    Anyone earning wages puts those wages into a bag with holes. 
 7 This is what the Lord of heavenly forces says: 
    Take your ways to heart. 
8     Go up to the highlands and bring back wood. 
    Rebuild the temple so that I may enjoy it 
        and that I may be honored, says the Lord. 
 

  14 The Lord moved the spirit of Judah’s governor Zerubbabel, 
Shealtiel’s son, and the spirit of the high priest Joshua, Jehozadak’s son, and the spirit 
of all the rest of the people. Then they came and did work on the house of the Lord of 
heavenly forces, their God,   
     

1 On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the Lord’s word came through Haggai 
the prophet: 2 Say to Judah’s governor Zerubbabel, Shealtiel’s son, and to the chief 
priest Joshua, Jehozadak’s son, and to the rest of the people: 
 3 Who among you is left who saw this house in its former glory? 
How does it look to you now? 
    Doesn’t it appear as nothing to you? 
4 So now, be strong, Zerubbabel, says the Lord. 
Be strong, High Priest Joshua, Jehozadak’s son, 
        and be strong, all you people of the land, says the Lord. 
Work, for I am with you, says the Lord of heavenly forces. 
5 As with our agreement when you came out of Egypt, 
        my spirit stands in your midst. 



SCRIPTURE              Zechariah 9:9-12 

Joy and protection for Judah and Ephraim 
9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion. 
        Sing aloud, Daughter Jerusalem. 
Look, your king will come to you. 
        He is righteous and victorious. 
        He is humble and riding on an ass, 
            on a colt, the offspring of a donkey. 
10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
        and the warhorse from Jerusalem. 
The bow used in battle will be cut off; 
        he will speak peace to the nations. 
His rule will stretch from sea to sea, 
        and from the river to the ends of the earth. 
11 Moreover, by the blood of your covenant, 
    I will release your prisoners from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to the stronghold, prisoners of hope. 
        Moreover, declare today that I will return double to you. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #701, insert).................................................................... 

“Lord, Prepare Me: Sanctuary” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MESSAGE..................“The sun is bound to shine brighter tomorrow”............................... 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #702, insert).................................................................... 

 

“Christ Be Beside Me” 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #649, insert).................................................................... 
 

(verse 1)  
“Amazing Grace” 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 

 

*BENEDICTION             (from Haggai 2: 4-5) 
Do not be discouraged! 

Be strong and courageous. 
Keep working, 

for I am with you. 
My Spirit remains with you, 

and is living among you. 
So do not afraid! 

 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…................................ Jon Smith, Guest Musician   

 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


