
First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Esther Pleading Before Ahasuerus”  
circa 1540 –60 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art of New York City, colloquially "the Met" 
 

Curiously, the story of Esther never explicitly references God. How strange 
 for a book in the Bible! And yet, though God is never referenced we see  

evidence of God’s presence, power, and protection everywhere in this fast 
paced novella. The theme of God’s sovereignty shines through in the 

 arrangement of events. Esther was raised up in a position to save her people. 
When the time was critical, Mordecai (Esther’s older cousin) exhorted Esther 

to be courageous against the evil Haman. Although he never realized it,  
Haman was not simply fighting Mordecai. His true adversary was the Lord he 
dishonored by his prideful heart and selfish drive to murder and destroy the 

Lord’s servants. To this day Jewish people memorialize the  
book of Esther in the Feast of Purim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
                          Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller     

Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       
Kathy Newkirk   Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 
 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
 

Earl and Beth Williams 
 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
 

~ We extend our condolences to Tom McFarland & the entire McFarland family with 
the death of Tom's mother, Ruth McFarland, on Thursday, January 13th.  

Correspondence may be sent to: Tom & Sharon McFarland,  
333 Daniel Street, Americus, GA 31709   

 

A graveside Service for Ruth McFarland will be on  
Friday, March 11th at 2:00pm at Andersonville.  

Our congregation will be providing a meal for the family  
on March 11 at 11:30am  

 

~ Joy Thompson’s sister, Debra Sams, is in hospice care.  
Please keep Joy in your prayers as she and her family  

cherish these last moments with Debra. 
 
 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide.  
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if 
you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 
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 FEBRUARY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
FEBRUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Carrie Hawkins 

 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2022                Class of 2023           Class of 2024 
Jim Buffaloe                  Meda Krenson        Tom Collins 
Cynthia Richmond       Sharon Parks          Carrie Hawkins 
Earl Williams                Joy Thompson          Sharon McFarland (clerk)    
 

2021 Corporation Officers  
President: Jim Buffaloe 

Vice President: Cynthia Richmond 
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins 

Chief Financial Officer: Bill Krenson 
 

- CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ A meeting for the congregation and corporation has 
been set for Sunday, January 30, 2022 for the purpose of approving the pastor’s terms 
of call, election of the corporation officers, and election of a Nominating  
Committee.  The budget will also be presented to the congregation.    

 

- PASTOR SOMMER IS TAKING A HALF DAY ~ On Wednesday, February 2nd to be with 
her daughter Dianna for a small dental procedure.   
 

- 2022 FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY VIRTUAL  MEETING ~ February 5th . Sharon Parks is 
the church elder commissioner.  
 

- SCREA on Friday, Feb.11th ~ The Sumter County Retired Educators Association will 
use the First Presbyterian Church Fellowship hall for Friday, February 11th for a 
meeting of the Association from 10:00 am-1:30 pm. 
 

- KERSTIN CHERRBBONEAU VACATION ~ Saturday, February 12th 
 

- MARCIA SEYMOUR VACATION ~ Tuesday, February 15th 
 

- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE ~ The Presbytery of Flint River Finance meeting 
will meet at our church on Thursday, February 17th at 2:00pm.  
 

- FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY ~ Friday, February 18th, through, Saturday, February 19th 
the Advisory Board for the Presbytery will be using our church facility for a retreat. 
Please connect with Pastor Sommer if you are interested in assisting with some of 
their meals. 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Sunday Worship, January 30, 2022 

 11:00 a.m.  
Chapter 20 in The Story: Esther  

 
To Stand for those Who Cannot Stand for Themselves  

God of justice, you sent your servant Esther into a life of privilege so that those without 
would be taken care of. Show us how to fight for those who have less, for those who  
cannot fight for themselves, so that your world might be peaceful and just. We pray 

these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             
 Praise the Lord!  Praise God in his sanctuary;  
  praise him in his mighty heavens! 
 Praise him for his acts of power;  
  praise him for his surpassing greatness! 
 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,  
  praise him with the harp and lyre, 
 Praise him with timbrel and dancing,  
  praise him with the strings and pipe, 
 Praise him with the clash of cymbals,  
  praise him with resounding cymbals! 
 Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
  Praise the Lord! 
 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #267 insert)...................................................................... 

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”   

 
 
 

 
 
 

  



 

  

Work’s Cited 
 ~ Christian Copyright Licensing International Streaming License Number 20754605 

 

1. Exchanging reciprocal gifts of food and drink  

2. Donating charity to the poor  

3. Eating a celebratory meal known as a se'udat Purim. 

4. Public recitation ("reading of the megillah") of the Scroll of Esther, known as kri-
at ha-megillah, usually in synagogue. 

5. Reciting additions, known as Al HaNissim, to the daily prayers and the grace after 
meals. 

6. Other customs include drinking wine or any alcoholic beverage, wearing of 
masks and costumes, and public celebration. 

 

Purim is celebrated annually according to the Hebrew calendar on the 14th day of 
the Hebrew month of Adar (and on Adar II in Hebrew leap years that take place 
every 2 to 3 years), the day following the victory of the Jews over their enemies. 

When Haman's name is read out during the public chanting of the Megillah in the 
synagogue, which occurs 54 times, the congregation engages in noise-making to 
blot out his name. The practice can be traced back to the Tosafists (the leading 
French and German rabbis of the 13th century). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tzedakah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seudat_mitzvah#Seudat_Purim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synagogue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_HaNissim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amidah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birkat_Hamazon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birkat_Hamazon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_calendar#Months
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tosafists


 

Festival of Purim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Purim Pûrîm "lots", from the word pur  ,פורis a Jewish holiday that commemorates the 
deliverance of the Jewish people in the ancient Persian Empire where a plot had been 
formed to destroy them. The story is recorded in the Biblical Book of Esther (Megillat 
Ester  מגילת אסתרin Hebrew). 

According to the Book of Esther, Haman, royal vizier to King Ahasuerus (presumed to 
be Xerxes I of Persia planned to kill all the Jews in the empire, but his plans were foiled 
by Mordecai and his cousin and adopted daughter Esther who had risen to become 
Queen of Persia. The day of deliverance became a day of feasting and rejoicing. 

Based on the conclusions of the Scroll of Esther (Esther 9:22): "[...] that they should 
make them days of feasting and gladness, and of sending portions one to another, and 
gifts to the poor" Purim is therefore celebrated among Jews by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 SCRIPTURE                     Esther 4:1-17 
4 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put 
on sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter cry; 2 
he went up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate 
clothed with sackcloth. 3 In every province, wherever the king’s command and his  
decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping 
and lamenting, and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 4 When Esther’s maids 
and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed; she sent  
garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth; but he would not 
accept them. 
 

5 Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who had been appointed 
to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what was happening and 
why. 6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the 
king’s gate, 7 and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum 
of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries for the destruc-
tion of the Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa 
for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and charge her 
to go to the king to make supplication to him and entreat him for her people. 9 
Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther spoke to 
Hathach and gave him a message for Mordecai, saying, 11 “All the king’s servants and 
the people of the king’s provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king 
inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—all alike are to be 
put to death. Only if the king holds out the golden scepter to someone, may that  
person live. I myself have not been called to come in to the king for thirty days.” 12 
When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, 13 Mordecai told them to reply to  
Esther, “Do not think that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the 
other Jews. 14 For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will 
rise for the Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish. 
Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.” 15 
Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, 
and hold a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I 
and my maids will also fast as you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is 
against the law; and if I perish, I perish.” 17 Mordecai then went away and did  
everything as Esther had ordered him. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sortition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_holidays#Purim.E2.80.94Festival_of_Lots
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ketuvim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Esther
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haman_(Bible)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vizier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahasuerus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xerxes_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mordecai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esther
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Esther&verse=9:22&src=HE


SCRIPTURE                Esther 9: 20-28      The new holiday of Purim 
 

20 Mordecai wrote these things down and sent letters to all the Jews in all the  
provinces, both near and far, of King Ahasuerus. 21 He made it a rule that Jews keep 
the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar as special days each and every 
year. 22 They are the days on which the Jews finally put to rest the troubles with their 
enemies. The month is the one when everything turned around for them from sadness 
to joy, and from sad, loud crying to a holiday. They are to make them days of feasts 
and joyous events, days to send food gifts to each other and money gifts to the poor. 
23 The Jews agreed to continue what they had already begun to do—just what  
Mordecai had written to them. 24 Indeed, Haman, Hammedatha the Agagite’s son, 
the enemy of all the Jews, had planned to destroy the Jews. He had servants throw 
pur (that is, the dice) to find the best month and day to trouble greatly and destroy 
them. 25 But when Esther came before the king, his written order said: The wicked 
plan that Haman made against the Jews should turn back on him instead. So they  
impaled him and his sons on pointed poles. 26 That is why people call these days  
Purim, by using the ancient word pur. It all fit with what this letter said, with what 
they saw happen, and with what they themselves went through. 27 The Jews agreed 
that they, their children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, as well as all  
non-Jews who become Jews, should always keep these two days. They agreed to  
follow the written rules—and at the proper time too—every year. 28 So forever every 
family, province, and town remembers to keep these days. These days of Purim won’t 
die out among the Jews. They will remember to keep them forever. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #268, insert).................................................................... 

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MESSAGE....................................“For such a time as this”………………………............................ 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………………..………………………... 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #634, insert).................................................................... 
 

“To God Be the Glory”                  
 
 

*BENEDICTION              
 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…............................... Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION & CORPORATION AFTER WORSHIP 
If you are a member of the congregation you are invited to stay for a meeting  

immediately following worship. The purpose of the meeting is to elect a  
Nominating Committee, elect Corporation Officers, approve the Pastor’s Terms of Call 

and present the Church Budget. 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cast of Biblical Characters in Esther 

 

Bigthana and Teresh ~ Two officers in Xerxes’ guard; caught by Mordecai in an  
assisination plot against the king. 

 

Habrona ~ One of Xerxes’ eunuchs; suggested Haman be impaled on the stake he 
had erected for Mordecai. 

 

Hadassah ~ Daughter of Abihail; also known as Esther (“secret; hidden”); adopted 
by her cousin Mordecai; became queen to Xerxes when Vashti had been deposed; 
saved her people from annihilation at the hands of Haman, a homicidal noble in 
Xerxes’ court; name means “a myrtle, joy.” 

 

Haman ~ Son of Hammedatha, a descendant of Agag, the Amalekite King Saul did 
not kill; an influential noble in Xerxes’ court; plotted to kill all Jews because of his 
grudge against Moredecai; executed when his plot was exposed by Esther.  

 

Haman’s sons ~ Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, Par-
mashta, Arisai, Aridai, Vaizatha; killed by the Jews when Xerxes had authorized to act 
in self defense. 

 

Hathak ~ One of Xerxes’ eunuchs; assigned to attend Esther. 

 

Hegai ~ The king’s eunuch, responsible for Xerxes’ harem.  

 

Karsshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena ~ Persian nobles, respon-
sible for advising Xerxes. 

 

Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, Karkas ~ Eunuchs and  
servants of Xerxes.  

 

Memuka ~ Persian noble, advised Xerxes to divorce Queen Vashti and find a new 
queen.  

 

Mordecai ~ Son of Jair; grandson of Shimei; great-grandson of Kish, who had been 
brought into exile by Nebuchadnezzar; cousin and adoptive father to Esther; name 
means “contrition.” 

 

Queen Vashti~ Wife of Xerxes; lost her position when she refused to appear before 
the king and his guests. 

 

Shaashgaz ~ Xerxes’ eunuch in charge of the concubines.  

 

Xerxes ~ Emperor of the Persian Empire; also call Ahaseurus;  married Esther; ruled 
over 127 provinces from India to Cush. 

 

Zeresh ~ Wife of Haman; name means “misery, dispersed inheritance.” 


