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The Old Testament prophets had clearly told Israel that God was going to 
bring people from ALL the nations into God’s covenant family. From the 

beginning, God promised Abraham that his offspring would be a blessing 
to the nations. Matthew’s gospel picks up on this theme by highlighting 
the visit of the magi, stargazers from the East. Luke’s gospel also follows 
this theme, with shepherds (outsiders according to societies standards) 
being visited by angels. We are reminded that the coming of God’s Son, 

Jesus, had universal implications. God was already at work, bringing  
outsiders from distant lands to meet his saving Son. And finally, the gospel 

of John takes great care to explain exactly who Jesus is – “the Word was 
God.” John’s point was clear: God himself has entered the story as a 

human being – and something new has happened, something we haven’t 
seen since the beginning of time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 WAYS TO WORSHIP: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
We lift up prayers for those listening Sunday mornings on WISK 98.7, Radio.  

May they be spiritually fed.  
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Presbytery, Our Pastor, Our Staff, 

Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 
      Bob & B.J. Bryan       Mary Mackey         Nancy Miller    Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                
  Blanche Palmer      Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

 

MEMBERS REMEMBERED  
Bob and B.J. Bryan 

Jim and Pat Buffaloe 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 

~ We extend our condolences to the Krenson family with the death of  
Bill Krenson’s mother, Agnes Grace Crump. A memorial service was held on Saturday, 

February 12 at 10:00 am at Calvary Episcopal Church. 
Condolences may be sent to: 

Bill and Meda Krenson 
811 South Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709 

(229) 942-7493 (cell) 
 
 

~ We want to extend condolences to Joy Thompson's Family  
with the loss of Joy's sister, Debra Sams.  

Condolences may be sent to: 
Joy Thompson  

1570 Cemetery Road, Bronwood, GA 39826  
(662) 801-6153 cell - joyraineythompson@yahoo.com 

 

 

~ Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  

- Tim & Lois Hunter,  Spoken Worldwide.  
Rev. George Haugen (PC USA Minister), Antioch Partners  

 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you 
would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram. 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/
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FEBRUARY 2022 CHURCH CALENDAR   
FEBRUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH - Carrie Hawkins 

 

SESSION (Ruling Elders): 
Class of 2022                Class of 2023           Class of 2024 
Jim Buffaloe                  Meda Krenson        Tom Collins 
Cynthia Richmond       Sharon Parks          Carrie Hawkins 
Earl Williams                Joy Thompson          Sharon McFarland (clerk)    
 

2021 Corporation Officers  
President: Jim Buffaloe 

Vice President: Cynthia Richmond 
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins 

Chief Financial Officer: Bill Krenson 
 

- 2022 FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY VIRTUAL MEETING ~ February 5th . Sharon Parks is 
the church elder commissioner.  
 
 

- SCREA on Friday, Feb.11th ~ The Sumter County Retired Educators Association will 
use the First Presbyterian Church Fellowship hall for Friday, February 11th for a 
meeting of the Association from 10:00 am-1:30 pm. 
 

- KERSTIN CHERRBBONEAU VACATION ~ Saturday, February 12th 

 

- CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ The meeting for the congregation and corporation 
has been moved to Sunday, February 13th, 2022 for the purpose of approving the  
pastor’s terms of call, election of the corporation officers, and election of a  
Nominating Committee.      

 

- MARCIA SEYMOUR VACATION ~ Tuesday, February 15th 
 

- PRESBYTERY FINANCE COMMITTEE ~ The Presbytery of Flint River Finance meeting 
will meet at our church on Thursday, February 17th at 2:00pm.  
 
 

- GRAVESIDE SERVICE FOR TOM MCFARLAND’S MOTHER, Ruth McFarland will be on 
Friday, March 11th at 2:00pm at Andersonville. Our congregation will be providing a 
meal for the family on March 11 at 11:30am  
 

First Presbyterian Church of Americus, Georgia  
Christmas at Valentines 

Chapter 22: The Birth of the King 
February 13, 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
  and the Word was God.  

He was with God in the beginning. 
 Through him all things were made;  
 without him nothing was made that has been made. 

In him was life, and that life was the light of all people. 
The light shines in the darkness  
and the darkness does not overcome it.  

The true light that gives light to everyone  
was coming to the world.  

 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #133 insert)...................................................................... 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 SCRIPTURE          Luke 1: 8-19 
8 Once when Zechariah was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 
9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the  
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense-offering, 
the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there appeared to 
him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When 
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said 
to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife  
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14 You will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the 
Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 
17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of par-
ents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 18 Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know 
that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ 19 The angel  
replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to 
you and to bring you this good news. 
                    Luke 1: 26-35 
The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary.   

28 And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’  
29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be.  
 30 The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary,  

for you have found favor with God.  
31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34 Mary said to the angel, 
‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  

35 The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 



SCRIPTURE           Luke 2: 8-14 
 

The Shepherds and the Angels 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified.  

10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  

12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.’  

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!’ 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
 
*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #143, insert).................................................................... 

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cast of Biblical Characters 
 

Anna ~ A prophetess in Jerusalem; met baby Jesus when he was brought by Mary 
and Joseph for his presentation in the temple; name means “grace.” 
 
Archalaus ~ Son of Herod the Great; ruled over Judea 
 
Caesar Augustus ~ Name of Emperor Octavian, nephew of Julius Caesar; ruled when 
Jesus was born; name means “august.” 
 
Gabriel ~ Angel sent to Mary to announce the birth of Jesus. 
 
Herod ~ Herod the great; king of Judea when Jesus was born; a murderous ruler who 
posed as a Jewish king; built the temple Jesus worshiped in; name means “heroic.” 
 
Jesus ~ Born of a virgin; descendant of David and Adam; God in human form; the 
Word made flesh; the Son of God; the hero of The Story; the answer to most church 
quizzes; name is the Greek form of Joshua, “The Lord is salvation”; Christ is the Greek 
equivalent of the Hebrew Messiah, which means “anointed,” indicating Christ’s 
kingship.  
 
Joseph ~ Husband of Mary; when assured by God that Mary’s child was God’s he  
protected her from public shame and joined in the adventure of raising God’s Son; 
name means “may God add.” 
 
Magi ~ Probably from Persia or southern Arabia; devoted to astrology, divination, 
and interpreting dreams; visited the baby Jesus. 
 
Mary ~ Wife of Joseph; mother of Jesus; a willing participant in God’s plan of  
salvation; name is a form of Miriam, meaning “loved by God.” 
 
Quirinius ~ Roman governor of Syria when Joseph and Mary were summoned to 
Bethlehem for a census. 
 
Simeon ~ A devout Jew; met baby Jesus when he was brought by Mary and Joseph 
for his presentation in the temple; name means “he hears.”  



MESSAGE...............................“The Perfect Christmas Story ”…………………..………................... 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

OFFERTORY  
 
*DOXOLOGY (Glory to God 606)………………………………………………………..………………………... 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 
 

*NEW MEMBERS…………………………………………………………..….………....Ray and Donja Tripp
        
 
 
 

*HYMN (Glory to God Hymnal #132 (verse 2 & 3), insert).............................................. 
 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                  
 
 

*BENEDICTION              
 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..….…...…............................... Camron Cummings, pianist  

 
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION & CORPORATION AFTER WORSHIP 
If you are a member of the congregation you are invited to stay for a meeting  

immediately following worship. The purpose of the meeting is to elect a  
Nominating Committee, elect Corporation Officers &  

approve the Pastor’s Terms of Call.  
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


